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Melbourne is preparing for a week-long celebration of style, creativity and community as Melbourne Fashion Week
(M/FW) returns from October 20 to 26. With the theme Come As You Are, this year’s program promises bold runways,
thought-provoking conversations, exhibitions and pop-up events across the city. More on page 10.

Residents 3000 “not imploding”
despite claim of a “political takeover”

€€

City of Melbourne councillor Rafael
Camillo is at the centre of a bitter
dispute engulfing residents’ group
Residents 3000, with a committee
member accusing him of politicising
the organisation and using it to
advance his personal agenda.
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In a fiery September 11 email to Residents 3000 mem-
bers and subscribers, long-time secretary Merle Willis
declared the group had been “subjected to a political
takeover” by Cr Camillo, vice-president Sue Saunders,
and their supporters. She said the organisation had

become “unacceptably hostile” in recent months and
was no longer operating in the best interests of the post-
code 3000 community.

“Residents 3000 is a resident representative commu-
nity group for postcode 3000. However, it has become
too dominated, controlled, and directed for the personal
and political purposes of Cr Rafael Camillo and his sup-
porters on the committee,” Ms Willis wrote.

She called for Cr Camillo to resign as president, argu-
ing his leadership of the group conflicted with his posi-
tion on council. She also urged Ms Saunders to “retire
gracefully” as vice-president and allow the association
to “refresh its direction”.

On September 15, Ms Saunders responded with
her own email to members titled “Residents 3000 not
imploding”, accusing Ms Willis of “wrongfully” seizing
control of the group’s social media accounts by chang-
ing passwords so only she could post.

“She, in breach of her then duties under the Act and
Model Rules, refused and has since waged a one-woman
war of attrition against the president Rafael Camillo, Sue
Saunders and members of the committee,” Ms Saunders
said.

“These views are Merle’s alone and do not reflect the
views or sentiment of Residents 3000 committee.”

Continued on page 3.
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Hidden history of Milton House
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The state heritage-listed
building that now faces
partial demolition and
renovations as part of

the redevelopment of the
neighbouring Shell House
on Flinders Lane, Milton
House was first built as a
private hospital in 1901.
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It was the private practice of surgeon
William Moore who in 1885 became the
first graduate of the Master of Surgery at
The University of Melbourne.

Moore was a prominent surgeon of his
time who also worked at Royal Melbourne
Hospital (known then as simply the
Melbourne Hospital) and St Vincent's
Hospital.

He specialised in plastic surgery and skin
diseases and was the author of the first
English textbook on plastic surgery.

The building then became a rooming
house before it was purchased by the state
government in 1950 to be used as the head-
quarters for the tuberculosis branch of the
Victorian Health Commission.

The building housed tuberculosis patient
records and X-ray machines, which were
used for follow-ups with patients.

At the time, tuberculosis was the leading
cause of death for Australians, with one in
three Australians aged between 20 and 40
dying of tuberculosis by the year 1946.

The building’s unique architecture is
thought to be the work of architects Sydney
Wigham Smith and Charles Alfred Ogg, with
the Art Nouveau detailing likely the work of
their frequent collaborator Robert Haddon.

The ornamental wrought iron above the
building’s entryway, the decorative ter-
racotta details around the archway and
the distinctive brickwork on the building’s
facade are characteristic of Haddon's
designs and Art Nouveau more broadly.

The three-storey building also exhib-
its influences from English Baroque,
Romanesque and Georgian architectural
styles.
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As previously reported by CBD News,
Milton House faces partial demolition and
interior remodelling to provide retail flo-
orspace as part of the Shell House rede-
velopment next door, despite the Victorian
Heritage Council’s efforts to oppose the
redevelopment. @
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Residents 3000 “not imploding” despite claim of a “political takeover”

Continued from page 1.

But Ms Willis claims that several com-
mittee members want to resign, but that
“they’re too afraid to speak up because they
could become the next target”.

“Susan Saunders is writing as if the com-
mittee members are united but that is not
correct,” Ms Willis said.

“Some committee members are talking
of resigning, and others are not intend-
ing to re-nominate for re-election. This is
just more of the same cycle of chasing out
good people from the committee so there
are never any viable contenders to replace
Rafael or Susan.”

CBD News understands that a former
committee member resigned in April alleg-
ing that she was bullied by Cr Camillo, who
has vigorously denied the claims.

However, several committee sources told
CBD News the group was united in oppos-
ing Ms Willis’s sole control of its commu-
nications, with a resolution passed in July
requiring shared access across multiple
committee members.

Despite this, the accounts have not been
returned, but Ms Willis maintains that it was
always intended that this be actioned “once
things settled down and the committee was
functioning properly”.

However the conflict has reignited
long-standing questions about Cr Camillo’s
dual roles.

One committee member, who asked not
to be named, said Residents 3000 had a
cultural problem that pre-dated the cur-
rent dispute, with perceptions that agendas
and invitations were tightly controlled, and
that dissenting views, particularly on issues
relating to city safety, health and homeless-
ness, struggled to get airtime.

“No-one doubts there’s no personal finan-
cial gain here, but the line between ‘Raf
the councillor’ and ‘Raf the Residents 3000
president’ is often blurred — and that's a

real problem of optics and trust. Members
deserve clarity about which hat is being
worn in any given forum,” the committee
member told CBD News.

Another committee member, who also
requested anonymity, said the group had
faced wider policy tensions for years, which
had escalated over the debate regarding
the state government’s now scrapped plans
for a supervised injecting facility in the CBD.

Another committee member told CBD
News they agreed Cr Camillo was conflicted
as president of the group and that Residents
3000 was part of his identity. However, they
added that they believed his “intentions
were good”.

Cr Camillo, who leads the council’s safety
and cleaning portfolio, rejected the allega-
tions about a conflict of interest and said he
would not step down.

“I have carefully considered this role
alongside my duties as a City of Melbourne
councillor,” he said. “As the president, | do
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not have a material conflict of interest as |
do not receive a salary from the organisa-
tion. My decisions as president reflect my
personal views, not the priorities of council.”

Lord Mayor Nick Reece and City of
Melbourne CEO Alison Leighton were con-
tacted for comment, but they didn’t respond.

But the City of Melbourne said it was the
responsibility of councillors to identify and
disclose conflicts of interest under the Local
Government Act 2020 and its Governance
Rules.

The council provides Residents 3000,
along with several other not-for-profit res-
idents’ group across the municipality, with
funding through its operational support
grants program. Ms Willis argues this fund-
ing is compromised so long as the group is
“influenced, controlled, or directed by just
one of the 11 councillors”.

“What are new or existing residents to the
city supposed to think when they are sent
to the residents’ group for the city, but they

find it being run by one of the 11 council-
lors, but they voted for other councillors
and not him?” Ms Willis said.

Ms Saunders has claimed that Ms Willis
was removed as secretary in August after
missing three consecutive meetings without
leave, though some committee members
told CBD News they were not aware of the
change.

Ms Willis has alleged that Ms Saunders
ran a series of “quickly called ultra vires
committee meetings which weren’t prop-
erly notified, conducted, nor minuted in line
with the rules of the association”.

“There is no clear evidence that | have
been legally removed as the secretary,” Ms
Willis said.

“Other committee members were not
available to attend, and there was mostly
no provision for online attendance. Those
meetings supposedly contain resolutions
to remove me as secretary and suppos-
edly appoint Susan Saunders as the acting
secretary.”

The feud is also understood to have
been fuelled by policy disagreements, par-
ticularly over the group’s approach to city
safety, homelessness and health services.

Ms Willis accused Cr Camillo of using
Residents 3000 to attack local providers,
pointing to his criticism of staffing levels at
Cohealth and The Salvation Army during a
recent EastEnders meeting.

“It seems to us that he is obsessed with
using Residents 3000 as a vehicle to pursue
his own personal and political agendas,”
she said.

Ms Saunders said that she and Cr Camillo,
“who have the support of the committee, are
seeking legal advice in respect of her [Ms
Willis's] false and defamatory allegations.”

Residents 3000 will hold its annual gen-
eral meeting on October 2 at 6pm for a
6.30pm start at the Kelvin Club, where
members will decide whether to back the
current leadership or push for change. o
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ADVERTISEMENT
Your City of Melbourne community update

COME AS YOU ARE: FASHION WEEK
TAKES OVER MELBOURNE!

With more than 100 events over seven days, M/FW 2025 is going to be one for the ages.

Ready to strike a pose? Melbourne
Fashion Week (20-26 October) is
nearly here, and as always, the city is
going all out.

Think runways in iconic locations,
pop-up stores and markets, in-store
retail events, leatherwork bag-making
over dinner, open studios, artistic
projections - the list goes on.

The festivities will kick off on Monday
20 October at 1 Hotel Melbourne
with the Opening Night: ganbu marra
Runway - spotlighting our fiercely
creative and chic First Nations talent.
This year’s theme, Come As You Are,
is about championing individuality,

something M/FW has long celebrated.

More is always more at M/FW

KEEP IN TOUCH

To stay connected with all the latest news from the City of Melbourne,

M/FW: fashionably fierce, as always!

If you're a fan of Wicked (and isn’t
everyone?!), the Wicked Wardrobes
exhibition at Fed Square will spotlight
Oscar-winning designer Paul Tazewell’s
costumes for Elphaba and Glinda in
the global phenomenon Wicked: Part
Tland the soon-to-be-released sequel
Wicked: For Good.

Elsewhere in the city, there are four
new runways and two returning
favourites, meaning every corner of
Melbourne will serve. We'll also see five
fresh Fashion Capsules - installations
showcasing Melbourne’s best designers
- as well as an up-close look at some
of the most iconic outfits as seen on
RuPaul’s Drag Race Down Under.

With more than 100 fashion events
and sessions taking over the city,
M/FW 2025 might just be the best
vintage yet. Strap yourselves in,
Melbourne.

Tickets on sale now - visit
melbourne.vic.gov.au/mfw

follow us on social media and subscribe to Melbourne News at

news.melbourne.vic.gov.au

GET FIT AND
SWIM LOCAL IN
KENSINGTON

On your marks, get set, go! From
29 September, residents can dive
into fitness, fun and community at
the newly reopened Kensington
Community Aquatic and Recreation
Centre.

Featuring a huge range of new
facilities, Centre Manager Nathan
Prosser said community input was
central to the project’s success:
“We’ve been out visiting local
community groups and getting to
know their needs and wants. The key
to a successful centre is knowing the
community.”

Kensington Rec is just one example of
the City of Melbourne’s work to give
all residents access to high-quality,
accessible health and fitness facilities.

Opening in time for spring, the
centre is ready to support your
health and fitness goals - so grab
your bathers, lace up your sneakers,
and roll out the yoga mat - it’s time
to get summer-ready!

Get summer-ready at the brand-
new Kensington Rec Centre

Connect with us

KCARC is set to raise the bar for
health and wellness facilities

Head to the website to become
a member:
www.kensington.ymca.org.au

From fun to fitness, check out what’s
available:

¢ A 25-metre indoor pool with eight
lanes

¢ An improved gym, now four times
larger, with 24-hour access

¢ A learn-to-swim pool to help build
essential swimming skills

¢ A children’s water play area with
spouts and fountains

¢ Three full-sized multipurpose courts
¢ A community meeting room

« A café, open seven days a week.

€} /cityofmelbourne
@cityofmelbourne

@cityofmelbourne

CITY OF MELBOURNE
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Heritage reborn: 42-storey tower unveiled at 623 Collins St

A striking new 42-storey
tower is set to rise above
Collins St, blending modern
residential living with

one of Melbourne’s most
historic addresses.
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Developer Sterling Global has
officially unveiled plans for 623
Collins, a $590 million mixed-use
project designed by Plus Studio
that will transform the former
State Savings Bank of Victoria site.

The development will deliver
320 apartments across four collec-
tions — Heirloom, Signature, The
Reserve and The Penthouse — with
half of the residences configured
as two-bedroom homes.

At the heart of the project,
which was officially launched on
September 11, is a commitment
to heritage preservation. Two her-
itage-listed buildings — the 1924
State Savings Bank of Victoria and
the neighbouring Batman’s Hill
Hotel — will be retained, restored
and integrated into the tower. The
bank’s original chamber will be
reimagined as a restaurant, con-
tinuing the site’s civic and cultural

legacy.
Beyond its residences, 623
Collins will offer more than

2700sqm of office space and
900sqm of retail and hospitality

outlets fronting Collins and
Spencer streets. Residents will
enjoy more than 800sqm of shared
amenities on level six, including
a pool, outdoor terrace, library,
games room, gym, yoga studio and
The Bathhouse —a wellness retreat
complete with sauna, steam room,
spa and cold plunge. Those living
in the Reserve and Penthouse col-
lections will also have exclusive
access to a whisky bar, lounge
and a terrace entertaining area on
level 38.

The interiors, including the
dramatic  ground-floor lobby,
have been crafted by acclaimed
designer Fiona Lynch, whose con-
temporary aesthetic will shape
the material palette throughout
the tower.

Sterling Global development
director Brandon Yeoh said
the project represented a rare
opportunity to fuse heritage with
modern living.

“Melbourne is at a pivotal point
in its growth; demand for inner-
city living continues to outpace
supply,” Mr Yeoh said.

“At 623 Collins, we've taken a

heritage building that has been
part of Melbourne’s story for a cen-
tury and reimagined it for modern
living. Towers will continue to rise
across the CBD, but genuine herit-
age fabric is rare —and that carries
lasting value for residents and the
city itself.”

Plus Studio director lan Briggs
said the architecture aimed to
respect both history and the city’s
future growth.

“Our design approach has been
to connect the building closely
with its context — a podium that
contributes to the streetscape,
planted terraces that mediate
between heritage and new, and a
tower that joins the skyline with
clarity and restraint,” he said.

Sterling Global acquired the
2000sgqm amalgamated site in
2023 and secured an amended
planning permit last month. With
a development pipeline exceed-
ing $1.6 billion across Melbourne,
the firm has positioned 623 Collins
as one of its flagship projects.

Registrations of interest are
now open ahead of the project’s
global launch. e

FOR SALE

‘Yoo

E2 w1 &1

Anthony Cimino

\ 0400 500 903 \ anthony@ire.com.au

FOR SALE

Matt Kunz

\ 0477 006 125 \ matt@ire.com.au

INNER
REAL ESTATE

Are you thinking
of selling this Spring?

Call us now
03 9804 5551

ire.com.au

SALES | RENTALS | OWNERS CORPORATION

Please support our advertisers because without them we would have no CBD News




CBD NEWS

Council aims to double the number
of houses in the city by 2051

The City of Melbourne
aims to double the
number of homes within
the municipality over the
next 25 years. However,
councillors have raised
concerns about the
feasibility of this goal.
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By 2051, the City of Melbourne
aims to have delivered 119,500
homes, doubling the current hous-
ing stock, which has taken more
than 150 years to build.

According to a council report
tabled at the September 16 Future
Melbourne  Committee  (FMC)
meeting, all scenarios tested
to date demonstrate that the
Melbourne Planning Scheme has
the capacity to meet the Victorian
Government’s housing target.

While the council believes
this target is achievable, plan-
ning portfolio lead Cr Roshena
Campbell argued at the meet-
ing that state-level reform was
needed to accelerate the number
of homes being built in the city.

“We know that there are 17,000
dwellings in this municipality that
have been approved but haven't
been built,” Cr Campbell said.

Cr Campbell noted that based
on discussions with developers,
high taxes have stymied develop-
ment and created a challenging

environment for building.

“| certainly hope that the state
government will have a long and
hard look at that, because it is not
the case that councils ... are the
blocker on housing supply.”

In September 2023, the Victorian
Government released Victoria's
Housing Statement and identi-
fied the need for 2.24 million new
homes by 2051.

To achieve this, the Victorian
Government set targets for dif-
ferent areas across the state and
established areas with looser plan-
ning restrictions known as activity
centres, including two located in
the inner city within the City of
Melbourne and the City of Yarra.

The focus of these activity
centres is to unlock more devel-
opment around train and tram
corridors, rezone strategic sites,
apply newly developed planning
controls, and fast-track specific
site developments.

However, at the September 16
meeting, the council requested
that Lord Mayor Nick Reece write
to the Victorian Government seek-
ing clarity on the activity centres
and associated housing targets.

The council also requested con-
firmation regarding the timing and
delivery of the future heavy rail
connection between Docklands
and Fishermans Bend, which was
announced in June 2024.

The Department of Transport
and Planning (DTP) has proposed
that commuters will travel from
the soon-to-open Parkville Station
to Docklands, before continuing to
new stations at Sandridge (Fennell
St) and the employment precinct

TR

(Salmon St) in Fishermans Bend.

Cr Davydd Griffiths said pro-
gress on public transport in
Fishermans Bend was a vital part
of Melbourne accommodating
hundreds of thousands of new res-
idents and visitors.

He added that the housing tar-
gets and advocacy for improved
public transport were part of a
broader suite of initiatives the
City of Melbourne was pursuing
to prepare the city for the future,
noting that the Council Plan was
currently in its final stages of
development.

The Council Plan is one of the
City of Melbourne’s key strategic
documents that outlines its com-
mitment to the community, what
the council seeks to achieve and
how it proposes to achieve the
plan’s objectives.

“We're starting to think about
what it really means to plan for
Melbourne’s future, the needs of
residents, businesses, workers and
visitors, and how we deal with
the significantly expanded popu-
lation we can expect to have,” Cr
Griffiths said. @

Niagara House
sells for $9.95m
at packed CBD
auction

A landmark CBD property,
Niagara House at 370
Little Bourke St, has sold
for $9.95 million at a highly
competitive auction that
drew a huge crowd during
the AFL Finals series.
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The six-level freehold, fully leased
and anchored by outdoor retailer
MacPac, was offered to the market
for the first time in 27 years. The
campaign, led by Fitzroys' Lewis
Waddell, Mark Talbot and Ben Liu,
attracted more than 100 enquiries
from Melbourne, interstate and
overseas.

Bidding on auction day came
down to six parties, but it was
ultimately a local investor who
secured the prized asset.

The 1330 sgm building includes
MacPac, a subsidiary of ASX-listed
Super Retail Group, across the
ground floor and basement, with
four levels of offices above. The
sale price reflected a sharp net
yield of 3.9 per cent — among the
tightest recorded in Melbourne
this year — and a land rate of
$30,243 per square metre, signif-
icantly higher than the previous
Little Bourke St benchmark of
around $21,000 per square metre.

Mr Talbot said the result
reflected renewed confidence in
the CBD.

“Investors from around Australia
and overseas have recognised
the rebound of Melbourne’s CBD.
Confidence in the CBD is back, and
impressive, well-presented prop-
erties are in demand,” he said.

While the campaign generated
strong national and international
interest, Mr Waddell noted that
offshore and interstate parties
“couldn't compete with local
capital”.

Niagara House sits on a unique
triple-fronted, Capital City
1-zoned site of 329 sqms, bordered
by Niagara Lane and Warburton
Alley, just metres from the popu-
lar Hardware Lane dining precinct
and the 24/7 Bourke Square car
park.

Mr Waddell said the building’s
location was a major drawcard.

“This part of the city generates
pedestrian traffic day and night
from workers, residents and tour-
ists, with Hardware Lane offering
one of the CBD’s best dining and
nightlife experiences. Melbourne’s
CBD is seeing a hospitality resur-
gence, and this property is ideally
placed to capture the buzzing
crowds that have returned to the
city,” he said. @
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“Ghost colleges™ a reflection of Australia’s relationship with migrant work
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Melbourne is home to more
than 230,000 international
students from around 175
different countries. It is

an international hub of
innovation, artistry and
community that makes it

a drawcard for so many.
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However, outside of the major universities,
there are a significant number of vocational
skills providers many of whose sole pur-
poses appear to be to exploit the current
student visa loophole in Australia.

In Melbourne’s CBD alone there are more
than 50 colleges, institutions or academies
that operate just out of plain view, in build-
ings you never frequent and in classrooms
that are empty.

These are what are known as “ghost col-
leges” — spaces that present as legitimate
vocational institutions, yet their cohort is all
online, attendance is rarely checked, and
the bulk of their studies are taught via Word
documents.

They are found across all major cities in
Australia, and their prominence marks a far
more sinister reflection of Australia’s rela-
tionship with migrant work.

The number of international student
enrolments in vocational education pro-
grams rose from 116,651 in 2016 to 262,955
in 2025.

These providers offer a range of accred-
itations such as diplomas and certificates
and all cost in the range of thousands. The
Commonwealth Register of Institutions and
Courses for Overseas Students cites 573
institutions operating in Victoria alone.

Yet the value of these accreditations and
their place in Australian society are brought
into question.

Dr Salvatore Babones, Associate
Professor in sociology and criminology at
the University of Sydney, explained the
exploitative relationship between these
vocational providers and migrant work.

“If there was value in these types of
degrees and these education providers, we
would see a larger number of students from
relatively rich non-English speaking coun-
tries. Large numbers of Japanese, Korean,
Middle Eastern, Thai. But we don’t” Dr
Babones said.

“The overwhelming flow of students are
from some of the poorest countries in the
world.”

He added that as a nation we “have the
pretence that Australia doesn’'t do a guest-
worker economy. Yet in effect that's what
Australia does.”

This reflection of Australia’s relationship
with migrant work is stark. Dr Babones
argues that the pretence of the system we
have creates multiple financial hurdles
purely for someone to be able to access
Australia’s labour market.

Conversely, Singapore operates a guest-
worker system with a roughly 1.5 million
migrant workers all successfully allowed
to access the labour market through a visa
process.

Access to the labour market under the
Australian system is slightly different. First,
one must apply as a student to a vocational
education provider, normally through an
“education agent” receiving commission
ranging from 30 to 40 per cent of the stu-
dent’s tuition fees, then apply for the appro-
priate student visa ($2000) then enrol at the
vocational institute (courses range from
$3000 to $35,000).

“It's highly exploitative. It puts all the risk
on the poor person, and the poor person
has to pay for a degree they’re never going
to use and usually a succession of degrees,

Former Lord Mayor Sally Capp launches the return
of The Couch program at The Salvation Army in 2021.
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just so they are able to access the labour
market,” Dr Babones said.

The revenue for vocational institutions in
Australia was $13.3bn in 2025.

With these hurdles and cost for entry and
work in Australia, many international stu-
dents and migrants feel unsupported and
unheard, with social services having to pick
up the slack left by successive government
inaction.

The Couch, a program run by The
Salvation Army, offers international stu-
dents “an opportunity to connect with sup-
port services and information on a range
of issues including housing, employment,
counselling, student services, legal support
and representation”.

The Couch has been running since 2013
and “provides a safe space for international
students to create meaningful connections
with each other and the city around them,”
according to the program’s coordinator Elle
Phan.

Since COVID, she said that “international
students have been struggling, with mini-
mal support from the government.”

“We want to create a community that
supports these students to achieve their
potential in Australia,” Ms Phan said.

Major Brendan Nottle from The Salvation
Army discussed the issue as well highlight-
ing the “obligation” felt by social services.

“We feel an obligation to provide support
to not just that particular affected group of
people but any international student that is
looking for an opportunity for connection,”
Major Nottle said.

“We leave that to the regulators to deal
with, however as a result of some of that
behaviour we do see the victims of it pres-
ent at places like The Salvation Army at
Bourke St.”

The City of Melbourne provides sup-
port through such initiatives as the Study
Melbourne Hub and the Lord Mayor's
student welcome, which provides inter-
national students with access to student
services, advice and support. This distinctly
highlights the impact of the current inter-
national student system on local and social
services.

The council’s innovation and education
portfolio lead Cr Andrew Rowse reiter-
ated its support for international students
“through programs and services”, “while
the regulation of vocational institutes sits
within state and federal jurisdictions”.

“The City of Melbourne is focused on
ensuring all our international visitors, espe-
cially students, have the best and safest
experience in the city,” Cr Rowse said.

The federal government has “cracked
down” on ghost colleges since 2020, with
current Minister for Skills and Training
Andrew Giles MP “calling time on these
dodgy providers”.

In August 2024, Minister Giles said that
the government had “weeded out and shut
down over 150 dormant operators” issuing
warnings to “140 others”.

However, it's inherently difficult for
government regulators to ascertain what
colleges are legitimate due to some institu-
tions falsifying student records and attend-
ance, with “around 3800 registered training
organisations in Australia”.

The Australian Skills Quality Authority
(ASQA) is the main regulatory body that
oversees vocational education and train-
ing (VET) providers. Since October 2023 it
has established a “Tip-Off” line for “illicit or
unethical activities within the sector” and
has received “more than 3200 tip-offs with
around 60 per cent of information leading
to actionable intelligence”.

But Dr Babones isn’t hopeful that we will
see effective and long-lasting change.

“It's very pleasant for the professional
class. | can get cheap food delivery; | can
get cheap rides everywhere. | can get cheap
services. It benefits the well-off in society.”

Minister Giles was contacted for com-
ment, but his office referred the matter to
the Australian Skills Quality Authority. It did
not respond to CBD News before deadline.

Major Nottle believes that as a commu-
nity, “we all have a responsibility to build a
safety net at the top of the cliff”.

“[That’s] far better than parking an ambu-
lance or worse, a hearse, at the bottom.” @

JELLIS CRAIG PORT PHILLIP

Welcomes May Wang

With over a decade of experience in high-end residential sales, off-market prestige deals, and boutique project campaigns,
May has become a trusted authority in the Southbank and inner-city property market. She brings a calm, insightful, and
client-focused approach to every interaction, earning a reputation for connecting buyers with homes that perfectly align

with their lifestyle goals.

Fluent in Mandarin and Cantonese, May offers a unique cultural fluency that bridges Melbourne’s vibrant inner-city market
with a global audience. Her attentiveness, integrity, and sharp negotiation skills have made her a go-to professional for both
local and international clients seeking results in this dynamic sector.

As part of Jellis Craig’s premium network, May delivers a boutique, high-performance service backed by one of Melbourne’s
most respected brands. Combining Jellis Craig’s award-winning marketing strategies with her deep market expertise, she

ensures every property stands out, attracting qualified buyers locally and abroad.

Curious about your property’s value? Get in touch with May today for an appraisal.

May Wang

Sales Consultant
0481436 048 | MayWang@jelliscraig.com.au

JellisCraig
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“From Indian Farms to Melbourne’s Tables: A
Social Venture Bringing Fair Pay and Fresh Spices
to Australia”

Melbourne

-

[

Pic credit- Melbourne Diwali
We’re excited to share that Aunty Jenny Spices, a Melbourne-born startup, launched with a bold promise to bring
farm-direct, geo-tagged spices from India straight to Australian tables.

Founded by Ramneek Wayne and Evangeline Tee, Aunty Jenny works directly with farmers to ensure fair pay while
delivering spices that are fresh from the farm and contain no nasties, no additives, nofillers, no preservatives.

While many brands talk about being “no nasties,” consumers are often left guessing about the bigger questions:
Where were these spices grown? When were they harvested? That’s where Aunty Jenny brings the change. Every
pack is geo-tagged, harvest-dated, and fully traceable back to its source farm, a first-of-its-kind model in
Australia.

“If you can trace your coffee or olive oil, why not your spices? We
believe every pinch should carry both flavour and fairness,” says co-
founder Evangeline Tee.

Launching with six carefully curated blend’s—including turmeric,
Butter chicken Blend, Garam Masala, Mild Curry Powder, Peri Peri
Tandoori and Red Chilli blends—Aunty Jenny is redefining how
Australians experience everyday cooking.

Available online and the brand will soonroll outinto independent
grocery stores across Australia.

www.auntyjenny.au
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Councillor speaks out against city’s security crackdown

City of Melbourne councillor

Dr Olivia Ball has warned that the
council’s security initiatives are
heading in a troubling direction
and represent a misuse of public
funds, with new safety officers set
to be equipped with handcuffs and
given the power to make arrests.

Bimd
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In the council’'s 2025 Budget, $2 million
has been allocated to “expand the visible
safety presence in the city”, which will fund
11 Community Safety Officer (CSO) roles
aimed at targeting begging and anti-social
behaviour in the city.

According to a council report outlining
the initiative, the CSOs would be authorised
to act under the municipality’s Local Law
code, provide on-street support, and con-
nect people in need with existing support
services.

The scope of the officers’ powers was
not fully detailed at the June meeting.
However, speaking on ABC Radio on July 31,
Lord Mayor Nick Reece said they would be
“the real deal” and have handcuffs and the
power to make arrests.

“I do not support it,” Cr Dr Ball said.
“Council cannot afford to spend millions
upon millions in this way with such poor
evidence and evaluation.”

Before the CSOs were established, the
City of Melbourne conducted what was
meant to be a security trial involving two
security guards supporting Local Law
officers in patrolling the city.

This trial was intended to inform the
potential expansion of the security pro-
gram. However, the trial has been extended
to October 1, and Cr Dr Ball believes there is
little evidence to support further expansion.

“No detailed design of the trial was ever
provided,” she said. “Any evaluation of
the trial is severely hampered by the near
absence of baseline data and a clear articu-
lation of measurable objectives.”

“The people most at risk on our streets
are those sleeping rough. This program is
not about protecting them. It's making their
hard lives harder.”

The Homeless Persons Union launched a
petition in September calling on the City of
Melbourne to scrap its plan to hire CSOs to
target homeless people in the CBD, instead
urging the council to fund programs and ser-
vices to support the homeless community.

In a submission to the City of Melbourne’s
Council Plan 2025-29, which outlines the
council’s intent to bolster its security invest-
ment, the union said there needed to be
greater investment in housing, support ser-
vices, supervised injecting rooms, and stra-
tegic facilities for homeless people.

“A lot of people experiencing homeless-
ness are extremely traumatised. It's a hard

life, even if it's just for a few weeks,” the
union stated.

“The city is becoming a scary place for
ordinary people with police and security
guards everywhere — a place of cruelty and
inhumanity.”

When the CSOs were announced in June,
managing lawyer at Fitzroy Legal Service
(FLS), Meghan Fitzgerald, made several rec-
ommendations to the City of Melbourne.

Ms Fitzgerald said that FLS supported
the collection of further data to define the
community safety concerns the trial aimed
to address and urged the council to engage
with health and community services, gov-
ernment agencies, the courts, and Victoria
Police.

FLS also recommended that the trial be
suspended until a review was completed,
to ensure alignment with broader commu-
nity safety objectives, coordination with
vital social services, and to consider the
legal risks and human rights impacts of the
program.

Community health service Cohealth has
also raised concerns about the trial’s impact
on their clients.

Earlier this year, CBD News reported
that some clients had been urinated on,

verbally abused, or assaulted while sleep-
ing on Melbourne’s streets. Following the
security guard trial, clients reported feeling
intimidated.

Cohealth alleges that it was not con-
sulted during the trial, despite the council
initially indicating it would do so.

However, a City of Melbourne spokesper-
son refuted this, stating that claims it did
not consult Cohealth were incorrect. The
council claims it consulted Cohealth on
multiple occasions, both before and during
the trial.

Member for Melbourne Ellen Sandell said
that she was “deeply concerned by reports
of the intimidation tactics being used by
security officers against our most vulnera-
ble community members”.

“Putting private security guards on our
streets is not a sustainable solution. We
need proper investment into housing and
wrap-around services for people experienc-
ing mental health challenges, homeless-
ness or substance use,” Ms Sandell said.

“Deploying private security guards in
Melbourne signals a worrying shift towards
punitive, right-wing policies that don’t
belong in our city, and also don’t work to
keep us safe. We should be investing in the
things we know work, like long-term hous-
ing, health and wrap-around services.”

Another facet of the council's security
expansion is a significant investment in
CCTV cameras. A total of $2.1 million will
be spent upgrading and expanding the Safe
City Camera Program, activating more than
100 new cameras.

To support this, the Victorian Government
will contribute an additional $3.5 million.

This too, has raised alarm bells for Cr Dr
Ball, who is particularly concerned about
the council considering the use of Al to ana-
lyse video footage.

“It's time council left security cameras
to the State and to police, for policing and
emergency services,” she said. @

Join the Fun This Victorian Seniors Festival!

Active Melbourne invites you to enjoy
FREE ‘Come & Try’ activities designed
just for over 50s, with plenty of time
to chat and connect afterwards.

What’s happening
WATER SAFETY SESSION
Kensington Community Recreation & Aquatic Centre

SENIORS SPORTS DAY

Kensington Community Recreation & Aquatic Centre

LOW IMPACT CARDIO & AQUA AEROBICS

Carlton Baths

GOLF CLINICS

Royal Park Golf Course

REFORMER PILATES
Melbourne City Baths

ZUMBA GOLD

North Melbourne Recreation Centre

Get active, get social, and celebrate with us all month long!
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CITY OF MELBOURNE

SALE

7106/462 Elizabeth Street, Melbourne

o Spectacular 71st-floor panoramic
views over Melbourne, Port Phillip Bay & the Yarra

e Sun-drenched open-plan living and dining
framed by floor-to-ceiling glass

We bring the whole team
Ray White Southbank | Melbourne City 03 8102 0200
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Lachie Kelly
0411 446 204
lachie kelly@raywhite.com

raywhitesouthbank.com.au
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Melbourne is preparing

for a week-long celebration
of style, creativity and
community as Melbourne
Fashion Week (M/FW)
returns from October

20 to 26.

»
WORDS BY =
SEAN CAR

With the theme Come As You Are, this
year's program promises bold runways,
thought-provoking conversations, exhibi-
tions and pop-up events across the city, reaf-
firming Melbourne’s status as Australia’s
fashion capital.

More than 600 designers and retailers will
feature across 100 free and ticketed events,
creating more than 1000 jobs and shining a
spotlight on home-grown talent. More than
85 per cent of participants — from designers
and stylists to models, students and retail-
ers — are based in Melbourne.

Acting City of Melbourne Lord Mayor
Roshena Campbell said the event would be
one of the city’s biggest cultural highlights
of the year.

“Come one, come all - and most
importantly, Come As You Are,” she said.
“Melbourne will cement its place as
Australia’s fashion and retail capital, with
bold new runway locations and a spotlight
on local designers, artisans and creatives.”

Therunways will again be the heartbeat of
the festival, staged in some of Melbourne’s
most distinctive venues. Opening night on
October 20 will take place at the brand-
new 1 Hotel Melbourne, showcasing First
Nations designers including Gammin
Threads, Kaninda and Yarrenyty Arltere
Artists. The following evening, Opulent
Tastes brings couture to the Italian dining
hub il Mercato Centrale, while October
22 will see fashion meeting music at the
Melbourne Recital Centre in Southbank.

On October 23, the festival returns to
Little Bourke St, presented by Emporium
Melbourne, with collections from Aje Studio,
Et AL, Husk and Oroton. Student designers
from RMIT, Holmesglen, Whitehouse, LCI
and Box Hill Institute will take the spot-
light on October 24 at Younghusband in
Kensington. The closing runway on October
26 at 101 Collins St will feature contempo-
rary names including Erik Yvon, Karlaidlaw
and Lucinda Babi.

Beyond the catwalk, the festival program
is brimming with activations across the city.
Five themed Fashion Capsule exhibitions
will run from September 29 to October 26,
highlighting more than 30 designers with
displays ranging from First Nations fash-
ion to drag costuming and collaborations
with The Australian Ballet. More than 40
independent events — the largest number
in the festival's history — will bring pop-up
regenerative stores, vintage runways, mar-
kets, talks and open studios into laneways,
shopfronts and cultural spaces.

One of this year's most talked-about
highlights is the free Australian-first Wicked
Wardrobe exhibition at Fed Square, open-
ing October 13. The showcase will display

Oscar-winning designer Paul Tazewell's
extraordinary costumes for Elphaba and
Glinda from Universal Pictures’ Wicked
films. Tazewell said Melbourne was the
ideal city for the display. “It's the perfect
city to showcase the inventive style, crafts-
manship and detail that went into creating
the world of Wicked,” he said.

The M/FW Conversations series will
return with discussions on the business of
fashion and the future of inclusive design,
while ticketholders can access exclusive
hospitality offers across the city. Each ticket
sale will also contribute $1 towards carbon
offsets, helping ensure the event remains
certified carbon neutral.

Cr Mark Scott, chair of the council’s

tourism and events portfolio, said the fes-
tival's economic impact was just as impor-
tant as its creative contribution.

“Last year’s event contributed almost $30
million to the local economy and supported
more than 1000 jobs,” he said. “With its
runway-to-retail focus, Melbourne Fashion
Week gives people even more reason to
shop local and support emerging talent.”

With more than 100,000 people expected
to attend, Melbourne Fashion Week 2025 is
set to bring fresh energy to the city’s streets.
From the spectacle of major runways to the
intimacy of open studios and the spectacle
of Wicked's costumes, the message is clear:
fashion in Melbourne is for everyone, and
everyone is invited to Come As You Are. @

+ HOT POT RICENOODLE +

SET A: $14.80 (ANY 2 + RICE)

SET B: 515.80 (ANY 3 + RICE)
FRIED RICE EXTRA §1

PAN FRIED DUMPLINGS: 58.80/6PC

¢

Druid’s House 407-409 Swanston St,
Melbourne (03) 9639 2881

Supporting
business
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1S UOISUBMS

La Trobe St

Design &
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Melbourne Electronic Sound
Studio opens new home at Fed
Square with 1000 instruments

Melbourne Electronic Sound
Studio (MESS) has expanded
to a new home at Federation
Square, opening on September
19 with one of the Southern
Hemisphere’s largest publicly
accessible collections of
electronic instruments.

WORDS BY
XIANGHAN MENG

Supported by MAP Co, the operator of
Fed Square, the move brings more than
1000 eclectic and historically significant
instruments into the city’s cultural hub at
Birrarung Marr. The new space will allow
the public to book studio sessions, join
workshops, attend concerts and connect
with a growing community of music makers.

First established in North Melbourne,
MESS provides access to synthesisers, drum
machines and modular synths spanning the
history of electronic music. Since its found-
ing in 2016, the not-for-profit organisation
has worked to empower people to enrich
their lives through music.

Beyond its collection of machines, MESS
offers programs, artist residencies, educa-
tion and public events - fostering curiosity,
creativity and chance encounters in sound.

MESS also hosts live performances,
including the MESS Synthesiser Orchestra,
and runs its biannual multichannel com-
mission series, Sonorous, which has pro-
duced 20 new octophonic works to date —a

highlight of Melbourne’s electronic music
calendar.

The studio was founded by sound artist
and producer Byron Scullin and avant-garde
audio-visual artist Robin Fox, who became
friends through a shared passion for exper-
imental music. Both had witnessed the bar-
riers students and aspiring artists faced in
accessing electronic instruments, which are
often rare and prohibitively expensive.

The collection includes synthesisers, key-
boards, drum machines and even metro-
nomes, with contributions from musicians
and collectors including Gotye and actor
Guy Pearce, donations from benefactors
and instrument manufacturers, and instru-
ments inherited from Mr Fox’s own family.

“We connect people to electronic sound
and music culture through our huge collec-
tion of multimillion-dollar, rare and antique
instruments,” Mr Scullin said. “But we're not
a museum — we make all this equipment
available for the public to use, learn about
and explore with us.” @

Works by Gabbee Stolp, Liv Boyle, Roseanne
Bartley, Samantha Dennis and Emily O’Brien.
Photo: Claire Armstrong.

Trove: Contemporary Jewellery at Craft Victoria.
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Craft Victoria unveils
Trove: Contemporary Jewellery

Craft Victoria is set to shine a
spotlight on some of Australia’s
most innovative jewellery makers
with the opening of Trove:
Contemporary Jewellery, running
from September 27 to November 8
at its Watson Place gallery.

The exhibition brings together 22 artists
whose practices explore jewellery as more
than ornamentation — presenting it as a
medium for storytelling, cultural expres-
sion, and social commentary.

From intricate works that reflect personal
identity to bold designs tackling sustaina-
bility and political themes, Trove demon-
strates how jewellery can operate on
cultural, social and conceptual levels while
remaining deeply personal.

Participating artists include some of
the nation’s most respected names in the
field: Roseanne Bartley, Liv Boyle, Lorraine
Brigdale, Christine Collins, Laila Marie
Costa, Laura Deakin, Samantha Dennis,
Carly Tarkari Dodd, Anna Davern, Polly
Dymond, Kirsten Haydon, Inari Kiuru, Anke

Kindle, Sarah Lockey, Sim Luttin, Leslie
Matthews, Belinda Newick, Emily O’'Brien,
Gabbee Stolp, Blanche Tilden, Zoe Veness
and Melinda Young.

Together, their works create a “treasure
trove” of contemporary design —from pieces
that highlight material innovation to those
that reinterpret traditional forms. Many of
the artists are internationally recognised,
while others represent the next generation
of Australian makers pushing boundaries in
scale, concept and technique.

Craft Victoria, which has long been at the
forefront of supporting contemporary craft
and design, said the exhibition invited audi-
ences to reflect on the role jewellery played
in shaping and expressing values.

“Trove celebrates jewellery as a form of
cultural storytelling,” the gallery said. “It
asks viewers to consider how something
small and intimate can hold powerful
messages about who we are and what we
value.”

Trove: Contemporary Jewellery s
on display at Craft Victoria, 11 Watson
Place, Melbourne, from September 27 to
November 8. Works are also available to
view and purchase online: craft.org.au e
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One of a
kind finds
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ADVERTISEMENT
Your City of Melbourne community update

CELEBRATING THE
YOUNG AT HEART

Who knows, your newest teammate might be waiting to meet you!

Victorian Seniors Festival is here!

This month-long festival celebrates the
enormous contribution older people
make to our community. Coordinated
by the Victorian Government, it brings
live music, dance, film, comedy and
cultural experiences to audiences
across the state.

Older people play a vital role in
shaping the character of our city

as volunteers, mentors, artists,
carers, business owners and leaders.
Their lived experience enriches all
our lives. Seniors Festival isn’t just
about connection, fun and wellbeing
(though there’ll be plenty of that!)
it’s also about honouring how much
older people enrich our city.

Here are just a few of the big events
planned in October:

e Celebration Day at Fed Square - a
lively showcase of entertainment
and community stalls.

¢ Big Band Dance at Melbourne Town
Hall - swing back in time with live
music and room to dance.

¢ LGBTIQA+ History Walk - uncovering
stories of resilience and pride woven
through Melbourne’s past.

e Songs of Judy Garland - a tribute
concert to one of the greatest there
ever was.

e Comedy Show and High Tea -
(currently booked out).

May | have this dance?

Alongside the main program, the City
of Melbourne’s Healthy Ageing team
has joined with libraries, recreation
centres and community partners to
put on events supporting friendships,
health and wellbeing.

The Kensington Community Aquatic and
Recreation Centre is back and better
than ever. Whether you’re diving into
the pool, joining an energising fitness
class, or catching up with neighbours,
it’s the perfect place for older people
to stay active and connected.

The Healthy Ageing Connections
Program is another way the City of
Melbourne is supporting older people.
It offers free, one-on-one help to
navigate the aged care system, from
checking eligibility to finding service
providers. The team can also link you
with local programs, volunteering
opportunities and health or social
supports. Drop-in sessions run through
October, November and December.

For those keen to keep learning, Digital
Skills Workshops in Mandarin are being
held at narrm ngarrgu Library. These free
classes cover everyday digital tools like
email, maps and smartphones. Sessions
run Fridays and bookings are essential.

And don’t miss Val’s Rainbow
Celebration at the City of Melbourne
Bowls Club - a colourful afternoon of
lawn bowls, games and refreshments
for older LGBTIQA+ people, friends
and allies.

v

Seniors Festival is the perfect opportunity to meet new friends or reconnect

with friends of old.

With such a wide range of events,
from comedy to culture, fitness to
friendship, Seniors Festival in the City
of Melbourne is the perfect chance to
try something new, reconnect with old
friends or simply enjoy being part of
our vibrant community.

Laughter is the best medicine.

SPOTLIGHT: LGBTIQA+
HISTORY WALK

One highlight this year is the
LGBTIQA+ History Walk, shining
a light on resilience, pride and
community across Melbourne’s
history. Participants will explore
places that hold special meaning
for LGBTIQA+ communities,
guided by storytellers who bring
the past to life.

Past attendees say these events
capture the spirit of Seniors
Festival: “Lovely positive
atmosphere,” one participant
shared. Another described

the festival as “Very warm and
welcoming. Lots of fun.”

The walk is both a celebration of
history and a reminder that Seniors
Festival is for everyone - a festival
where diversity is embraced and
connections strengthened.

For full details visit:
melbourne.vic.gov.au/VSF

Please support our advertisers because without them we would have no CBD News
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The great migration: Why Melbourne’s leading businesses
are moving to Kings Business Park

€€

Melbourne’s commercial
landscape is undergoing a
quiet but powerful shift.
Once bound to a corporate
Collins St address, many
major businesses are
relocating their headquarters
to the city fringe, and at the
centre of this movement is
Kings Business Park.

b

Located just five minutes from the CBD
in Southbank, Kings Business Park isn’t
your typical suburban office complex. It
has become the Melbourne fringe's most
connected business destination, home to
household names like media giant SEN,
global sportswear leader Pentland Brands,
parent company of Speedo and Canterbury,
and industrial powerhouse Bostik.

As organisations reassess what drives
productivity and employee satisfaction,
traditional assumptions about prestigious
addresses are being challenged. Kings
Business Park delivers something even more
valuable: genuine business advantages.

“We're witnessing a decisive shift where
market leaders prioritise operational excel-
lence over postal codes,” Gianni Zagame,
general manager of Kings Business Park,
said.

“These companies understand that work-
space design directly impacts performance
metrics, talent retention and ultimately,
bottom-line results.”

Kings Business Park spans 32,000 sqms of
premium office space across five low-rise
buildings, with 3000 sqms of landscaped
gardens, designed to enhance collabora-
tion and individual focus.

The amenities set it apart: an exclusive
tenant gymnasium with EOT facilities,
Project Mood wellness centre with reformer
Pilates and recovery bathhouse, a four-hole
putting green and golf simulator, outdoor
collaboration areas, St Remio café and
local favourite, Moonfishh.

What emerges is something rare in
Melbourne’s commercial landscape: a
workplace ecosystem that generates value
beyond square meterage. The precinct
hosts more than 100 professionals weekly
at curated industry events, creating organic
networking opportunities and staff engage-
ment that translates into genuine business
partnerships.

“Our tenants regularly collaborate across
companies, which is a great testament to
the community we have built,” Mr Zagame
said. “We've witnessed partnerships form

P

L-R: Gianni Zagame (General Manager of Deague Group), Kaitlyn Dell’Aquila and Breanna Anderl

(Kings Club Community Team) and Jonathan Deague (Managing Director of Deague Group).

over coffee at St Remio and relationships
develop during sessions at Project Mood.”

Connectivity seals the deal. Linked
directly to Kings Way and the West Gate
Freeway, and a 500m walk to the upcoming
ANZAC Station, Kings Business Park offers
CBD accessibility without CBD constraints.
Parking remains abundant, with their single
level 400-space carpark operating under-
neath the five buildings.

Owned and operated by Deague Group,
the precinct operates under the team’s
comprehensive  management, covering
everything from maintenance to events,
allowing businesses to focus entirely on
growth. Flexible leasing spans month-to-
month agreements to long-term commit-
ments, with their coworking facility, Kings

Club, providing a variety of membership
options to complement a commercial
tenure.

The migration reflects broader changes in
how businesses evaluate workplace invest-
ments. Traditional prestige markers matter
less than practical advantages: employee
wellbeing, operational flexibility, genuine
networking, and cost effectiveness.

The city fringe isn't just an alternative
to the CBD anymore; it's becoming the
preferred choice for results-focused busi-
nesses. The question isn't whether more
companies will follow, it's which ones will
be smart enough to lead.

To learn more about Kings Business
Park or to arrange an inspection, visit
kingsbusinesspark.com.au e

Future
Focused

THE CITY SCI
WHERE GIRLS

Book a tour

scots’ church

LUNCHBREAK

a monthly CBD church service

THURSDAY 2 OCTOBER 1230 PM

Stop the clock for a reflective break at Scots’ LunchBreak on
Thursday 2nd October at 12:30pm.

Join us on for a brief, relaxed, and impactful session of bite-sized
Bible teaching. Bring your lunch and enjoy a complimentary

barista coffee on us!

Scots’ CHURCH Melbourne

\'d

Cnr. Collins/Russell St. e

Melbourne, 3000 H,

SCOTS’ CHURCH IS HOSTING EMU MUSIC’S 25TH ANNIVERSARY ‘ONE VOICFE’

CONCERT AND ‘WORD IN SONG' CONFERENCE ON 24 AND 25 OCTOBER 2025.
PLEASE VISIT BIT.LY/3VLnL1j FOR MORE INFO AND TICKETS
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The City of Melbourne is looking to reduce the disruption caused by protests

The City of Melbourne intends

to reduce disruption caused by
weekly protests. However, experts
warn that the right to peaceful
assembly must be protected.

WORDS BY Q
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In its Draft Council Plan 2025-29, the City
of Melbourne has proposed advocating for
a coordinated review across all levels of
government to establish a framework that
safeguards the right to protest while reduc-
ing disruption to the functioning of the city
and maintaining a safe environment for the
community.

This follows two years of pro-Palestine
marches held in the CBD every Sunday,
as well as the Neo-Nazi led “March for
Australia” on August 31 which escalated
into violence when the two separate pro-
tests converged.

However, with potential restrictions
being considered, human rights experts
have emphasised the importance of the
City of Melbourne protecting people’s right
to protest.

David Mejia-Canales, senior lawyer at the
Human Rights Law Centre, said, “the City of
Melbourne also has an obligation to con-
sider how its actions may impact human
rights under Victorian human rights law.”

“All levels of government have to work
to facilitate the right to peaceful assembly
for all people within their jurisdiction, and
to ensure that any restriction on human
rights is consistent with international and
Victorian human rights law.”

There have been unsuccessful attempts
at the state level to introduce a permit
system similar to that in New South Wales.

In August, Opposition Police Minister
David Southwick sought to introduce a bill
to overhaul protest laws and establish a
new registration scheme. This would have
granted the Supreme Court the power to
block certain protests from proceeding
altogether.

Additionally, when Victoria Police Chief
Commissioner Mike Bush started as the

state’s top cop, he said that introduc-
ing a permit system for protests was not
worthwhile.

Mr Mejia-Canales noted, “Australia has a
long and proud history of peaceful protest
driving social change — from women's right
to vote, to First Nations land rights, and the
rights of working people.”

“The City of Melbourne itself is the birth-
place of the eight-hour workday, where
union members building the Victorian
Parliament and The University of Melbourne
downed tools to demand better working
conditions.”

Cr Dr Olivia Ball also expressed concerns
over the council’s proposal and said that
it remained unclear what these measures
would actually involve.

“Peaceful protest is a human right. Being
able to freely express your views in public
with others is fundamental to democracy,”
she said in recent Instagram post.

“Given most protest is about what the
government is doing, government can’t be
the arbiter of when, whether and where
people can protest,” she added.

However, speaking at the August 19
Future Melbourne Committee (FMC) when
the Council Plan was discussed, Deputy
Lord Mayor Roshena Campbell said that
there needed to be a “balancing exercise”.

Cr Campbell said that it was important to
protect both people’s right to protest and
people using the city, particularly traders
and elderly and disabled people.

“[Melbourne] has been disrupted by
weekly protests for almost two years, pro-
tests that are having a real impact on busi-
nesses who are losing essentially one day of
trade every week,” Cr Campbell said.

The council's head of the safety and
cleaning portfolio, Cr Rafael Camillo, said
that the reason behind the push for a review
by all tiers of government was so that a dis-
cussion on the best ways to move forward
could begin.

He said that many residents and busi-
nesses within the community he had spoken
with were struggling with the ongoing
protests.

However, exactly what role the city
would play remains unclear according to Cr
Camillo, who said that he would like to find
a better way of managing protests through
an intergovernmental review of the current
approach to management and enforce-
ment. e

STATE MP

After decades of leadership from
First Nations people, the very first
Treaty Bill in our nation’s history
was introduced into the Victorian
Parliament during early September.

It's a truly historic moment, and | feel
incredibly honoured to stand alongside my
Greens colleagues in supporting this bill.

As a Victorian | am proud that we are
the first State to take this important step
forward and | hope that other states, ter-
ritories, and the federal government will
be encouraged to pursue its own Treaty
processes.

So, what will the Treaty Bill actually do?

The Statewide Treaty Bill 2025 will make
the First Peoples’ Assembly permanent,
as part of a new First Nations body called

Gellung Warl (Gunaikurnai language).
Gellung Warl will play a vital role in our
state and be able to decide on things like
Aboriginal place-naming and cultural prac-
tices, support truth-telling education in our
schools, and host events like NAIDOC Week.
It will also have the power to question min-
isters directly, holding them accountable on
key commitments such as Closing the Gap.
The Statewide Treaty will ensure First
Peoples can use their knowledge and expe-
rience to deliver practical solutions on mat-
ters directly impacting their communities.
Importantly, the Bill ensures the First
Peoples’ Assembly must be consulted by
the state government on any legislation
affecting Aboriginal people, because Treaty
is about self-determination, and when it
comes to Aboriginal communities, cultures,
and lands, the experts have always been

Aboriginal people.

As a mum of three young kids, | am
so thankful that my children will grow
up in a State that has a Treaty with First
Peoples. First Nations people have invited
all Victorians to walk together with them
in this journey to Treaty, to celebrate and
share in the oldest continuous living culture
in the world. What an incredible and gener-
ous gift. @

Ellen Sandell
STATE MP FOR MELBOURNE
OFFICE@ELLENSANDELL.COM

ELLEN SANDELL

GREENS STATE MP FOR MELBOURNE

Hi, I'm Ellen, your local state MP.
I'm here to help. Don't hesitate to get in touch.

(03) 9328 4637
office@ellensandell.com

60 Leicester Street
Carlton VIC 3053
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May Wang brings Southbank
and CBD expertise to Jellis Craig

Southbank and CBD residents may
soon notice a new — yet familiar -
face in the local real estate scene.

WORDS BY
SEAN CAR

Local resident and experienced property
professional May Wang has joined the team
at Jellis Craig Port Phillip, bringing with her
more than a decade of experience in high-
end residential sales and a strong connec-
tion to the community she now calls home.

For Ms Wang, Southbank isn’t just where
she works —it's where she lives. After previ-
ously residing in both Bayside and the Yarra
Valley, she downsized to Southbank and
has embraced the energy and convenience
of inner-city living since 2022.

“I was drawn to this part of Melbourne
because of the arts and culture, the food,
the concerts and events — everything hap-
pens here,” Ms Wang said.

“Southbank gives you the best of both
worlds: you're right in the heart of the city,
close to the Yarra, the bay and amazing
parks like the Botanic Gardens, Albert Park
and Fawkner Park. For me, that balance
between urban energy and access to nature
is perfect.”

That personal insight gives her an edge
when working with buyers looking to make
the move into the inner city. She under-
stands what attracts a wide range of people
— from downsizers after a low-maintenance
lifestyle, to professionals who value prox-
imity to work, interstate buyers looking for
a city base, and international purchasers
drawn to Melbourne’s vibrant living and
modern amenities.

“Every building has its own energy and
attracts its own community,” she said. “Some
people want resort-style amenities like
gyms and pools. Others prefer boutique Art
Deco apartments with a more intimate feel
and a sense of history. Then there are those
who want skyline views stretching from the
city to the bay and the mountains. My job is
to help people find the property that suits
their lifestyle and their aspirations.”

Ms Wang's arrival strengthens Jellis
Craig's presence in the inner-city market,
complementing the agency’s established
reputation and market share especially
after a recent merge with RT Edgar Albert
Park and Chisholm & Gamon. With her back-
ground in project marketing with Colliers
and her knowledge of the apartment
market, she adds depth to the team’s cov-
erage across the full spectrum of property
around the Port Phillip Bay area.

Fluent in both Mandarin and Cantonese,
Ms Wang also brings cultural affinity that is
vital in today’s increasingly global market.

With Melbourne continuing to attract
strong international interest, her ability to
connect with overseas buyers and under-
stand their expectations offers real value to
local property owners.

“For me, real estate is about relation-
ships, about understanding people’s stories
and bridging cultures,” she said. “You have
to understand what buyers from differ-
ent backgrounds value most — whether it’s
location, amenities, investment potential or
lifestyle.”

“When you walk into someone’s home,
you see their life — the art, the pets, the
family memories. | feel privileged to help
people navigate big life transitions -
whether it's buying their first apartment,
downsizing, or investing. It's about finding
the right fit and plan well ahead.”

Jellis Craig is widely regarded as one of
Melbourne’s leading premium real estate
groups, acclaimed for its renowned repu-
tation, extensive network and community
focus. Ms Wang said joining Jellis Craig felt
like a natural progression. “It's a premium
brand with a strong reputation and values
that align with mine,” she said. A connected
network and more than 2.4 million clients
on the open database, Jellis Craig is also
backed by cutting-edge technology. Just
as importantly, the team genuinely cares
about the community - they’re involved in
local charities and neighbourhood initia-
tives. It's more than selling homes, as it says
in its brand claim: Your connection to some-
thing greater.

With her combination of local knowl-
edge, industry expertise, global perspective
and people-first approach, May Wang is set
to play a key role in Jellis Craig Port Phillip’s
continued growth in Melbourne’s dynamic
property market.

And for locals, Ms Wang is more than a
property expert — she’s a neighbour who
truly understands what makes this part of
Melbourne so special.

Follow her Instagram @PortPhillipMay

jelliscraig.com.au/office/albert-park e
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HISTORY

This humble building in Flagstaff
Gardens, covered in ivy and
sporting a weathervane, was once
an important scientific site in
Melbourne.

Taken around 1871, this is a rare photo-
graph of the former Magnetic Observatory
that operated on Flagstaff Hill in the
Flagstaff Gardens from 1858 until 1863.

During the early days of European set-
tlement, Flagstaff Gardens was used as the
city’s first cemetery.

In 1836, the first burial was of a child
named Willie Goodman. Within a year, it
was obvious that more space was needed,
and a new official cemetery was created on
a site further northeast: the current Queen
Victoria Market site.

In 1840 the hill found a new purpose
when it became the site of a signal station
and a flagstaff (hence the park’s name),
taking advantage of the hill’s high vantage
point to the Yarra River and Port Phillip Bay.

Naval flags were attached to the flagstaff,
communicating in semaphore about arriv-
ing and departing ships. The arrivals were
of particular interest for locals who were
awaiting mail from loved ones. The flagstaff
would also drop a time-ball at noon to indi-
cate the time.

Most famously, in November 1850
Flagstaff was the location where the sep-
aration of Victoria from New South Wales
was celebrated, highlighted by a 21-gun
salute, and a balloon launched that “bore
away the tidings of Separation by means of
parchment slips attached to it.” (The Argus).
The signal station continued operating until
1857, overtaken in the end by the more
convenient format of telegraph and news-
papers, which provided more accessible
shipping news.

A young German scientist then gave the
signal station a new lease on life. Georg
Balthasar Von Neumayer first visited
Melbourne in 1852, and after spending time
as a miner then a ship’s mate, saw scien-
tific potential in the colony. With the back-
ing of the King of Bavaria, Maximillian II,
Neumayer came back to Melbourne in 1857
requesting the Legislative Assembly for a
Magnetic and Meteorological Observatory
for the purposes of navigation. The
Assembly refused his request, but with valu-
able support from his peers and the German
community his observatory was funded and
approved, with the signal station chosen as
its site. £500 was voted to repair the build-
ings and another £450 was raised by private
subscription (The Argus).

Starting operations in March 1858, the
Observatory needed as many as five dif-
ferent buildings to house all the equip-
ment. The research included atmospheric
readings, weather, phenomena such as

the Aurora Australis, and magnetic terres-
tialism. Neumayer eventually published
his observatory’s findings in 1867, and also
conducted a five-year survey of Victoria’s
magnetic properties, which saw him travel
around 11,000 miles.

Among Neumayer's assistants was a
young surveyor who in 1860 was appointed
as part of an expedition to travel up to the
north end of Australia with an Irish-born
police officer-turned explorer. Neumayer
joined the duo for a while, before turning
away at Bilbarka, near the Darling River.
Neumayer would never see those two
alive ever again, for months later in 1861
his assistant, William John Wills, and the
officer, Robert O'Hara Burke, were found
dead after their disastrous return journey
from the Gulf of Carpentaria.

The observatory in the meantime would
not last, as iron in the region as well as the
operations of a nearby sawmill interfered
with the sensitive equipment. Fortunately,
the Botanic Gardens south of the Yarra
happened to have a more suitable site,
and with the Williamstown Astronomical
Observatory also needing to move, it was
deemed more economical to house both
into the same building. By January 1863 it
was reported the staff had already moved
into their new home (despite being unfin-
ished), and the old building was left to rot
before it was demolished sometime later.

The Flagstaff Hill observatory shut down,
but the park was undergoing its next trans-
formation. From 1862 efforts were made to
turn the bare hill into a recreation reserve,
with works to improve the topsoil and plant
various trees. By 1873 the gardens were
permanently reserved, and today remains a
spot to have a picnic at.

While there are no remains of the origi-
nal observatory left, and tall buildings block
the view of the Yarra, you can still find a
mast perched near the King St end as part
of the separation memorial. e
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RESIDENTS 3000

Unlocking the artist within: Lyn Gazal tells the secret of drawing well ...

I've always been able to draw.

As a youngster, it was a genuine
puzzlement. Why could | draw,
and my classmates couldn’t? Two
of my siblings could draw, but the
other three couldn’t. Hence my
bewilderment!

WORDS BY
LYN GAZAL — RESIDENTS 3000
COMMITTEE MEMBER

| had a way of seeing the world that |
thought everyone had. When | read, | see
images in the stories but when | draw, | see
the many parts that made up the whole.

Back in the mid 1950s, when | was in pri-
mary school learning to write, | savoured
the art of copperplate script. We learnt a
modified form but still highly decorative
with formal slanted letters. There were lots
of curvy capitals and the five-year-old me
revelled in producing the thick and thin
combinations of line. The letters were no
longer arbitrary symbols that meant pho-
netic sound to enable reading; they were
more than that and my drawings mirrored
that same quality of descriptive purpose.

Years later, having completed a Fine
Art degree and further studies in educa-
tion, | embarked on a 40-year career in
teaching Art and Design and the Creative
Technologies.

Drawing is a learnable teachable skill.
As long as you have average eyesight and
average eye hand coordination you can
learn to see like an artist.

Our brain enables us to do this by using
the special qualities of both the right and
the left hemispheres. These have differ-
ent modes of interpreting the world. The
right, when engaged in drawing, can accu-
rately represent the relationship between
objects, including edges, negative spaces,
(the area around objects), and proportions
rather than relying on verbal labels or prior
knowledge. This allows for more objective

perception of form and space. When draw-
ing, the artist makes a mental shift to gain
the two-fold advantage of that slightly
altered mode of awareness to see things in
a different way.

| instruct students to remain silent and
not to name the subject matter or parts
that make up the whole. To draw, one must
observe using spatial perception.

When you learn to see the abstract ele-
ments laid bare, you enter the right hemi-
sphere what lain McGilchrist refers to as
“The Master”. You have entered an altered
state of awareness, which allows you to lose
time consciousness, becoming relaxed and
able to really concentrate on the subject.
Words recede from the conscious mind, and
you experience a relaxed, pleasurable yet
activated mind.

When teaching drawing, | believe the key
is to set up conditions that shift students to
a different mode of information processing,
something akin to seeing well through a
slightly altered state of consciousness.

A favourite quote from Augustus Rodin:
“opening the eye to the lovely language of
forms to express yourself in that language.”

In the expanded edition of lain
McGilchrist's 2009 book The Master and His
Emissary, The Divided Brain and the Making
of the Western World, the author describes
the division of labour between the two hem-
ispheres. This divide is what Betty Edwards
draws on in her book Drawing on the Right
Side of the Brain. | have used this book
extensively throughout my teaching career
for both high school students and adults
alike. I highly recommend both books.

Betty Edwards’ book gives you a step-
by-step set of activities which will direct
you towards unlocking your hidden artistic
talent. She has written a number of other

books enhancing her original ideas.

Hope this gives you the enthusiasm to
take steps towards unlocking the artist
within.

Coming up: Annual General Meeting
(AGM) October 2, Kelvin Club, 6 for 6.30pm

Every year at the AGM, a new commit-
tee of up to 12 persons is voted to run the
Residents 3000 group. This year a few posi-
tions are expected to become vacant. If you
have skills in the typical roles required of a
community association and would like to
contribute your time, to helping invigorate
our organisation adding new ideas and fun
activities for our current and new members,
applications are currently being sought.
Being a committee member is a good way
to get involved closely with a vibrant com-
munity that contributes to the wellbeing of
the central city residents.

Typical sub-committees

- Membership and sponsors
Communications
Events organisation
News hounds
Website and mailing list maintenance

Although we need to go through the
formal processes that occur at an associa-
tion AGM, we try to make the event efficient
allowing members and guests the time for
discussion and socialising in the convivial
surroundings of the Kelvin Club. According
to long-standing tradition, we usually wel-
come Melbourne’s Lord Mayor Nick Reece
at our AGM but this year, it will be deferred
to a future meeting.

More information and updates can be
found via our website: residents3000.org.au.
In the meantime, think about your contribu-
tion to making things even better for resi-
dents of Melbourne’s CBD precinct whether
it be on the committee or as a member. e

METRO TUNNEL

The Metro Tunnel is another step
closer to opening later this year,
with nearly 500 drivers now trained
and ready to take passengers
through the tunnel and five

new stations.

This is more than the number needed for
the opening of the tunnel, with drivers
undertaking training on the cutting-edge
systems and technology that will be used
on Victoria’s new train line.

Eventually there will be more than 1000
drivers trained on the Metro Tunnel — the
majority of drivers on the metropolitan
network.

Train driver Cindy Champness, who has
been driving for nearly six years, said train-
ing had been critical to understanding the
High-Capacity Metro Trains - the dedicated
fleet that will run through the tunnels.

“It's very different, it's a lot more comput-
erised,” Ms Champness said.

“It's got a lot more features in it that we
can monitor what the train’s doing and
showing us.”

Training has included a mix of classroom,
practical and on-the-job training, where
the trainee drivers are accompanied by a
trainer while operating passenger services.

Aswith any new infrastructure, extra train-
ing has been provided to qualified drivers to

allow them to drive in the new tunnels. This
includes training on the project’s next-gen-
eration signalling system and the use of the
Victorian-first platform screen doors.

Lyndel Connolly, who first started driving
trains in 2011, said it was an exciting time
for those working on the rail network.

“It's a job that | love,” Ms Connolly said.

“Driving a train is magnificent. It's such
good fun.”

While driver training continues as part of
the project’s trial operations phase, station
staff are also being trained in the many pro-
cesses and procedures that will be needed
to operate the new stations safely.

More than 200 station staff, including sta-
tion masters, senior station officers, station
officers and station assistants, will work
across the Metro Tunnel’s new five new sta-
tions — Arden in North Melbourne, Parkville,

State Library and Town Hall under Swanston
St in the CBD and Anzac on St Kilda Rd.

The project is the biggest upgrade of
Melbourne’s train network since the City
Loop opened in 1981.

It will free up space in the City Loop by
creating a new end-to-end rail line from
Sunbury in the north-west to Cranbourne
and Pakenham in the south-east — via a new
tunnel under the city. @
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PUZZLES & TRIVIA

the past year, according to 27 Fgelirlg ?)
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by what name? 5 3 4 6
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WHAT'S ON

October

There’s something for everyone
this October in the city.

MIFF ENCORES

Enjoy award-winning films from the 73rd
Melbourne International Film Festival in
this ACMI-curated encore series —a rare
chance to see acclaimed titles you may
have missed in August.

ACMI Cinemas, Fed Square

EDDY CURRENT SUPPRESSION
RING LIVE

Legendary garage rockers Eddy Current
Suppression Ring return for a rare free
Melbourne show, joined by NYC’s Edan
and genre-blurring duo Wrong Way Up.

Fed Square

Ziud 0
L ‘-ﬁ_'_" =1

CRAFTERNOON AT METRO TUNNEL HQ

Drop by Metro Tunnel HQ for school
holiday fun with creative crafts, Metro
Tunnel facts, colourful colouring sheets,
and giveaways. No booking needed - just
come and enjoy!

Metro Tunnel HQ, 125-133 Swanston St

MELBOURNE FASHION WEEK

Celebrate fashion, creativity, and culture
at Melbourne Fashion Week with runway
shows, talks, exhibitions, and workshops.
No dress code — just bold, limitless self-
expression all week long.

Melbourne

FRIDAY 26 SEPTEMBER, 7PM -10.30PM

scots church

LUNCHBREAK

a monthly CBD church service

SCOTS’ LUNCHBREAK

Stop the clock for a reflective break with
Scots’ LunchBreak. Brief Bible teaching,
relaxed vibes, and free barista coffee.

scotschurch.com/lunchbreak

Scots’ Church - Cnr Collins/Russell St

TUES 30 SEPTEMBER, 10.30AM - 3.30PM

GRAND FINAL LONG WEEKEND AT
QUEEN VIC MARKET

Enjoy Grand Final fun at Queen Vic
Market with footy games, player meet-

and-greets, live entertainment, giveaways,

and delicious food!

Queen Victoria Market

20 - 26 OCTOBER, ALL DAY

RESET: A FREE FESTIVAL FOR
GREENER LIVING

RESET is a free festival with workshops,
art, cinema, and events like Planting
Party, promoting sustainability,
community, and green living.

Fed Square

10-12 OCTOBER, 7PM - 9PM

THURSDAY 2 OCTOBER, 12.30PM

23 SEP - 2 OCTOBER, 10AM - 2PM

UNTIL 6 OCTOBER, 8AM - 8PM

Business Directory

ESCORTS

THE MOST EXCLUSIVE ESCORT AGENCY

® Dinner Companions

ACCOUNTING REAL ESTATE
Your boutique
r I I X advantage in the
MELBOURNE heart of Melbourne.
BOUTIQUE {111 st e
Maximising your profits by PrOPERTY more. !
minimising your tax melbureboatiqueproperty.com
www.rubiixbusinessaccountants.com.au
Proud sp: f Q: CBD NEWS
ARTS AND CULTURE
cnznw%onm
MELBOURNE e

RECITAL
CENTRE

FACILITY SERVICES

WE SET HIGH
STANDARDS IN

EVERYTHING
THAT WE DO.

COMMERCIAL
FACILITY
SERVICES

=

Enquiries: commercialfs.net.au/admin@commericialfs.net.au

® Soecial Escorts

Ray White Southbank | Melbourne City

273 City Road, Southbank 3006
P: (03) 8102 0200
www.raywhitesouthbank.com.au

PHYSIOTHERAPIST

« chronic disease, neurological,
i piratory,

* bulk-billed/no-gap fees:
Medicare EPC, Worksafe, TAC,
DVA, NDIS

* CBD clinics (Flinders St and QV)

« online bookings

PARTNERfS)

t(03) 91251500
f(03)91251511

www.physiopartners.com.au
hello@physiopartners.com.au

03) 9634 G011

We have survived COVID-19 AND ARE STILL HERE TO HAVE
BEAUTIFUL LADIES PRIVATELY TO YOUR DOOR 24/7

CiTY CENTRE
Melbourne's exclusive
entertainment service.

Highly reccomended
for our interstate and
overseas

visitors

=< é!ucoibt\;zﬁ
HABEFELET
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MELBOURNE
BOUTIQUE

PROPERTY

8/181 Franklin Street, 4502/1 Freshwater Place,
MELBOURNE SOUTHBANK
FOR SALE = ww SOLD alndl
Suzie Inglis +61 416 671 572 Suzie Inglis +61 416 671 572

1205/31 Spring Street, 2.3/201 Spring Street,
MELBOURNE MELBOURNE

LEASED for $750pw LEASED $460pw

1 I 1 1

Suzie Inglis +61 416 671 572 Kim Davey +61 418 924 324

Spring Street remains one of Melbourne’s most coveted
addresses, attracting strong interest from both buyers
and renters. With heritage charm, leafy outlooks and
unmatched convenience, demand continues to outpace
supply, securing its reputation as a premium CBD
location.

At MBP, our proven success on Spring Street spans
both premium sales and trusted property management.
Talk to us today about maximising the value of your
CBD asset.

N,

G +01 418 924 324 e melbourneboutiqueproperty.com
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