THE
VOICE OF
POSTCODE
3000

CBD NEWS

FOREVER FREE

FTEFEHEEN18TT

A P T ey

DEPOSIT
BUILDING

Private dining and
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Queen St landmark__ =
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Edition Hospitality Group culinary director Michael Greenlaw and Reine & La Rue executive chef Andy Roche out-
side the new cocktail bar and private dining venue Bar Privé, which will open on Queen St in July, adding another
hospitality offering to Melbourne’s historic Gothic Bank precinct. More on page 12.
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The Victorian Government’s move to
legislate a right to work from home
has reignited a bitter debate over
Melbourne’s post-pandemic recovery,
with the City of Melbourne, business
groups and the housing industry
warning the policy will add red tape,
weaken city activity and create new
uncertainty for employers

b
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Premier Jacinta Allan announced on June 16 that
Labor’s work-from-home laws would come into effect
from September 1, with legislation introduced to parlia-
ment to amend the Equal Opportunity Act 2010.

Under the proposed laws, Victorians who can reason-
ably work from home would have a legal right to do so
two days a week. Regular casual and part-time workers
would also be covered, with guidance to be released on
how pro-rata entitlements would operate.

Workplaces with fewer than 15 employees would
have until July 1, 2027 before the laws apply, giving
small businesses more time to prepare.

The government says the change will lock in flexibility
for workers, save families money and support workforce
participation. It estimates working from home saves
Victorian workers an average of $110 a week, or $5308
a year, while reducing commuting time by more than
three hours a week.

“Work from home works for families, it saves time and
money and it gets more parents working,” Ms Allan said.

“That’s why we're protecting work from home in law.”

Minister for Industrial Relations Jaclyn Symes said
working from home was “good for families, good for
productivity and good for the economy”.

But the announcement has drawn immediate criticism
from the City of Melbourne, which has long argued that
flexible work arrangements should remain a matter
between employers and employees rather than be
imposed through state legislation.

Continued on page 2.
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Queen Victoria
Market stalwart
marks 50 years

The family-run Queen Victoria
Market business Allanson
Souvenirs is celebrating 50
years of trading, with a third
generation now taking
the reins.
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Work-from-home laws reignite fight over Melbourne’s CBD recovery

Continued from page 1.

Acting Lord Mayor Roshena Campbell
said the council’s position was clear.

“Flexible work arrangements are a matter
between employers and employees already
provided for in federal legislation,” Cr
Campbell said.

“Not only is this State Government leg-
islation unnecessary, it creates a bureau-
cratic and legal nightmare for Victoria's
small businesses that are already doing it
so tough.”

Cr Campbell said the government should
instead focus on “building confidence,
attracting investment and driving economic
activity”.

“This legislation will do nothing to grow
the State’s economy and is a long-term
threat to every worker in Victoria because a
job that can be done from home is a job that
can be done offshore,” she said.

The criticism follows months of tension
between Spring St and Town Hall over the
issue.

In  February, Premier Allan publicly
released a letter rebuking Lord Mayor Nick
Reece and councillors over the council’s
opposition to mandated work-from-home
rights.

In that letter, the Premier argued that the
council had left “workers” out of its list of
stakeholders and said she was “speaking for
them”.

But the council has maintained that its
position is not anti-flexibility. Rather, coun-
cillors have argued that a blanket legislated
right risks further weakening CBD recovery,
increasing office vacancies and undermin-
ing small businesses reliant on weekday
foot traffic.

That argument sits at the heart of the
latest backlash.

The Victorian Chamber of Commerce
and Industry and other employer groups,
through the Victorian Congress of Employer

Associations, have called on the govern-
ment to withdraw the Bill, arguing it is cre-
ating “a problem that didn't exist".

The groups said Victorian businesses
had already embraced flexible work, with
recent Victorian Chamber surveys showing
about three-quarters of businesses already
provide flexible work arrangements, includ-
ing hybrid models.

“The system is currently working,” the
joint statement said.

“Instead of supporting practical conver-
sations between employers and employees,
this legislation introduces a new layer of
regulation and positions VCAT as the ulti-
mate arbiter of workplace arrangements.”

Under the government’s model, dis-
putes would go to the Victorian Equal
Opportunity and Human Rights Commission
for conciliation, or to the Victorian Civil and
Administrative Tribunal if conciliation failed.

Business groups argue that would replace
workplace-level negotiation with delay,
legal processes and uncertainty at a time
when employers are already dealing with
rising freight, energy, insurance and supply
chain costs.

“Business supports genuine workplace
flexibility,” the statement said.

“What we do not support is replacing col-
laborative workplace conversations with
legal processes, uncertainty and unneces-
sary bureaucracy.”

“There was no problem to fix.”

The Housing Industry Association has
also called for the laws to be abandoned,
warning the policy represents a “one-size-
fits-all” approach that fails to reflect the
operational reality of industries such as res-
idential construction.

HIA Victorian executive director Keith
Ryan said flexible work could support work-
force participation, but argued the govern-
ment’s use of anti-discrimination laws was
“a cynical attempt to circumvent existing
federal laws”.

“These changes would create obligations

that simply don’t reflect how businesses
operate,” Mr Ryan said.

“For home builders, this would add unnec-
essary compliance pressure and complexity
at a time when many employers are already
under significant strain.”

Mr Ryan said Victoria should be focused
on delivering more homes, addressing
integrity issues in construction and making
the state more attractive for business, rather
than adding further workplace regulation.

He said HIA's recent Small Business
Conditions Survey showed around 75 per
cent of small business members were con-
sidering scaling back, relocating or closing
due to the regulatory burden of operating
in Victoria.

“This rushed announcement only rein-
forces the perception that Victoria is not
open for business — particularly small busi-
ness,” he said.

The debate is now set to become a major
pre-election flashpoint.

Labor is framing the laws as a cost-of-
living and family-friendly reform, while
the City of Melbourne and business groups
argue the policy risks damaging the central
city economy and complicating workplace
arrangements already being managed with-
out state intervention.

As it did earlier this year, the dispute
again raises a more nuanced question
than whether flexible work is good or bad.
Most stakeholders accept it is now part of
modern working life.

The unresolved issue is who should
decide its limits: employers and employees
at the workplace level, or the state through
a legislated right.

Evan Mulholland, Liberal Member for the
Northern Metropolitan Region and Deputy
Leader of the Opposition in the Legislative
Council, said, “The Liberals and Nationals
support flexible working arrangements. We
will be looking closely at what the govern-
ment has proposed and assessing this legis-
lation on its merits.” @
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Frontier wars memorial in the heart of the city

Tucked into a tiny pocket of native
trees, shrubs and plantings on one
of Melbourne’s busiest corners is a
surprising monument.

WORDS BY
JENNY DENTON

@

Its colourful, varied shapes and forms sug-
gest a playful contemporary art piece.

But the location, opposite and connected
via bluestone pathway to the frighteningly
grim main gate of Old Melbourne Gaol, sig-
nals something else.

The installation, on a rise once known
as Gallows Hill, in fact, marks the place
where the first two people to be executed
in Melbourne were hung.

Tasmanian Aboriginal men
Tunnerminnerwait — in early records known
as “Jack” - and Maulboyheener - also
called “Robert”, “Bob”, “Timmy”, “Jimmy”
and “Timme” — were hung here in 1842
for having fatally shot two whalers in the
Western Port area.

The pair had been brought to Melbourne
in 1839 by “Aboriginal Protector” George
Augustus Robinson as part of a group of 15
survivors of the three-decade-long roundup,
killings and expulsion of Aboriginal people
from Tasmania’s main island.

Two years later a party of five of them had
absconded from Robinson’s supervision and
travelled east on a journey that saw them
raid settler huts, shoot the whalers at Cape
Paterson and evade capture over several
weeks.

Their motives were unclear but could
have included payback for the killing of a
relative and the rape and mistreatment of
Aboriginal women.

The attacks happened during an intense
period of violence in the history of Port
Phillip.

As one historian has noted, after John
Batman’s Tasmanian group began to take
over land there in 1835, “Port Phillip had
become such a terrible place for Aborigines
that within 15 years of the founding of
Melbourne almost all of them were dead”.

At Tunnerminnerwait and
Maulboyheener’s trial, where the accused
were not allowed to give evidence, their
counsel, future chief justice Redmond Barry
cited “the Black War” in Tasmania as a moti-
vation for the shootings and raids they car-
ried out.

Three women who were with them

— well-known Tasmanian Truganini;
Planobeena, the sister of resistance fighter
Eumarrah, and Pyterruner — were tried and
acquitted as accessories to the murders.

The jury found Tunnerminnerwait and
Maulboyheener guilty but urged mercy on
the grounds of their previous good behav-
jiour and unusual circumstances.

The recommendation was ignored, with
Judge Willis, Superintendent Charles La
Trobe and the Governor in Sydney, Sir
George Gipps, all agreeing the men should
be executed.

In a play on the fact that the January
20, 1842 hanging was a public event with
a reportedly festive atmosphere that
was attended by a quarter of the colony’s

population, the “commemorative marker”
for the two men is styled as a “swing”
attached to a frame.

At the same time its huge bluestone
blocks engraved with their names evoke
their coffins, and the swing’s chains the
ropes they were hung with.

It is surrounded with indigenous food
and medicine plantings and a reproduction,
Victorian-style suburban fence.

A row of newspaper stands, painted in
the colours of the Aboriginal and Australian
flags, contain information, including news-
paper articles, about the events and other
colonial histories.

The Standing by Tunnerminnerwait and
Maulboyheenner memorial by Indigenous
artists Brook Andrew and Trent Walter was
commissioned by the City of Melbourne
in early 2016 and opened publicly on
September 11, 2016.

It exists, there on the busy corner of
Franklin and Victoria streets, in the heart
of Melbourne, as the result of the efforts of
a dedicated group of activists who formed
a commemoration committee and cam-
paigned for the recognition for more than
a decade.

Built 165 years after the two men’s execu-
tion, it is “the first significant monument to
frontier wars in any capital city in this coun-
try,” the committee’s chair Dr Joe Toscano
says.

According to the artists it “invites visitors
to the site to sit, contemplate and reflect”. @
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Council backs infrastructure plan as CBD faces space squeeze

The City of Melbourne has
endorsed a new 10-year
Community Infrastructure Plan,
with the CBD identified as one of
the municipality’s most constrained
areas for future community space.
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The Community Infrastructure Plan 2026-
36 was unanimously backed at the June
16 Future Melbourne Committee meeting,
setting out a city-wide framework for how
the council will plan, deliver, partner and
advocate for community spaces over the
next decade.

While the plan covers the whole munici-
pality, its central district section highlights
the particular challenge facing the Hoddle
Grid, where major arts and cultural insti-
tutions sit alongside community hubs of
varying condition, but also where there are
“significant shortfalls” across all categories
of community space and limited capacity to
expand.

For the CBD, the council’s next four-year
pipeline includes planning for open space
improvements, the new Market Square and
Queens Corner Building at Queen Victoria
Market, activation of City of Melbourne
buildings in the Bourke St precinct, com-
munity space opportunities along the
Birrarung as part of future Greenline stages,
and advocacy for new primary schools to
service the Hoddle Grid.

The plan also identifies longer-term CBD
ideas, including a new early years hub, part-
nerships to deliver recreation and youth
spaces, an Aboriginal community hub and
better use of civic assets.

City strategy director Jo Cannington told

councillors the plan was a “first of its kind”
for the City of Melbourne, bringing together
the council’'s understanding of its community
infrastructure assets with demand over time.

She said the plan would help coordinate
investment, respond to growth and provide
clearer prioritisation about how facilities
and services should be optimised.

“It doesn’t actually then go to imple-
mentation. That will be the next step,” Ms
Cannington said.

“This is our first step on, | think, a really
exciting process.”

The plan notes that Melbourne’s residen-
tial population is forecast to exceed 292,000
by 2043, alongside a much larger daily pop-
ulation of workers, students and visitors.

For the CBD, that dual role is especially
important. The Hoddle Grid is not only a
residential neighbourhood, but also the
centre of Melbourne’s worker, visitor, edu-
cation, cultural and civic life.

The report identifies existing central city
assets including narrm ngarrgu Library
and Family Services, the Multicultural
Hub, Melbourne Town Hall, City Library,
Melbourne City Baths, City Art, North Bank
Signal Box, Collins Street Studio, Regent
Theatre and City Square.

But with land scarce, expensive and
largely built out, the council says it cannot
simply build its way out of future demand.

Acting Lord Mayor Roshena Campbell,
who moved an amended version of the orig-
inal motion, said the plan provided a “much
needed reset” by creating a single city-wide
framework for community infrastructure
planning.

She said the council needed to move
away from fragmented, site-by-site deci-
sion-making and adopt an evidence-based
approach to where investment was needed
most.

“For the first time, we will have a shared
transparent view across the city of existing
supply, current and future demand and the
gaps that we need to address over time,” Cr
Campbell said.

She said the plan would help the coun-
cil make better use of existing infrastruc-
ture before deciding to build new facilities,
while also embedding infrastructure plan-
ning into the annual budget, capital works
and asset planning processes.

The final motion also strengthened
the plan’s review and accountability pro-
cess, requiring management to provide an
opportunity for community feedback on the

first year of the plan through the Annual
Plan and Budget process.

Future project ideas will also be moni-
tored, considered and, where necessary,
reprioritised through the annual budget
cycle.

Ms Cannington said a new interactive
online version of the plan would allow resi-
dents to see existing community assets and
planned projects by neighbourhood.

The tool will be updated annually, with a
full review of the plan every four years.

Cr Davydd Griffiths described the doc-
ument as “foundational” for the council’s
future work.

“It's entirely appropriate that we have
something that starts to marry up that
understanding of our assets and that under-
standing of what community need is,” he
said.

Heritage issues were also raised through
written submissions, including from cul-
tural heritage professional B. McNicholas,
who argued the plan should more clearly
identify when proposed infrastructure sits
within heritage-Llisted places.

The submission cited examples including
Market Square at the National Heritage-
listed Queen Victoria Market, facilities
within Royal Park and Fawkner Park, the
Domain Parklands, and the World Heritage-
listed Royal Exhibition Building and Carlton
Gardens.

For the CBD, the issue is particularly rel-
evant given the plan’s focus on Market
Square, Queens Corner and better use of
civic assets.

B. McNicholas argued heritage consider-
ations should be recognised upfront in the
strategic planning framework rather than
deferred to later project approvals.

The endorsed plan will now be published
online, with annual reporting intended to
allow communities to track progress and
continue pushing for local priorities as
Melbourne’s demand for community space
grows. e
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A helping hand out
of homelessness

\

The City.of Melbourne’s investing $2.3 million in homelessness initiatives as part of Budget 2026-27.

For people experiencing
homelessness, a pathway to
stable housing often begins with
something simple: a conversation.

“A huge part of our work is consistency.
We keep showing up.”

After 8 years working with people
sleeping rough in Melbourne, Jessica
has seen firsthand how trust is built
slowly, one conversation at a time.

“Everyone is different and there’s no
one-size-fits-all approach. Sometimes
a win is someone accepting a cup of
coffee and being open to a chat after
years of trying to build rapport,”

says Jessica.

Rain, hail or shine, Jessica’s teams are
in the city every day. As the coordinator
of Launch Housing’s Rough Sleepers
Initiative and Daily Support Team,
they’re often the first point of contact
for people experiencing homelessness.

In a typical month, the Daily Support
Team speaks to more than 130 people
across the City of Melbourne. They
connect people with health services
and crisis accommodation and
pathways into longer-term housing.

Jessica says while the work can be
challenging, it’s deeply rewarding.

“The real beauty of the work we
do is seeing people who have been
entrenched in sleeping rough find
a home after years of persistent
engagement with the team.”

“We got to know someone who had
been sleeping rough for 10 years.

He’s now moved into safe, secure,
long-term supported accommodation
where he can stay for the rest of

his life if he chooses. This amazing
outcome came from years of
engagement, relationship building and
support from multiple people across
the team.”

The team connects people with crisis accommodation‘and longer-term housing.
Photo: Launch Housing

For Jessica, stories like this are
a reminder that the right care can
change lives.

To help more people find a path out

of homelessness, City of Melbourne is
investing $2.3 million in homelessness
initiatives as part of Budget 2026-27.

The funding will help back 2 new
programs: the Melbourne Outreach
Team, delivered by Launch Housing
and Ngwala Willumbong, and a
new Safe Space Program led by
VincentCare.

Led by Jessica, the new Melbourne
Outreach Team will help people
sleeping rough with referrals to crisis
accommodation, supported housing
and other essential services.

The service will also double the
number of specialist frontline workers
on Melbourne’s streets and introduce
a dedicated complex case manager
to provide trauma-informed,
long-term care.

“We want to ensure people experiencing
homelessness get the care they need
most, working alongside trusted
partners with expertise in mental
health, social services and trauma.
Together, we believe we can make

a real, positive difference in people’s
lives,” Lord Mayor Nick Reece said.

Jessica says the complexity of
homelessness means no single
organisation can tackle it alone.

Scan to read more stories
that matter to Melbourne.

“It takes strong partnerships between
outreach services, health providers,
housing services and local government
to create lasting change.”

As part of this broader network,

City of Melbourne Community Safety
Officers (CSOs) also help connect
vulnerable people with services across
the city. Their numbers are set to double
from 11 to 22 as part of Budget 2026-27.

CSOs are trained in trauma-informed
engagement, mental health awareness,
cultural safety, substance use and
family violence awareness.

The path out of homelessness rarely
begins with housing. More often, it
starts with trust.

“Treating people with dignity and
respect won’t solve homelessness but
it can make it more likely that people
will feel comfortable reaching out for
support,” Jessica said.
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New garden guidelines open door to greener neighbourhood streets

Melburnians will be able to plant
small gardens in nature strips,
tree plots, laneways and planter
boxes more easily under new City
of Melbourne guidelines designed
to encourage community-led
greening across the municipality.

it

The Garden City Guidelines were unani-
mously endorsed by councillors at the June
16 Future Melbourne Committee meeting,
giving residents, renters and businesses
clearer rules for greening local streets with-
out needing a permit in most cases.

The guidelines apply to neighbour-
hoods outside the Hoddle Grid, including
Kensington, Carlton, North Melbourne,
West Melbourne, Parkville, Docklands, East
Melbourne, Southbank, Fishermans Bend
and South Yarra.

The CBD will remain subject to the exist-
ing Greening Melbourne Permit system
because of its tighter layout, high pedes-
trian volumes and more constrained public
realm. Edible gardens in streets will also
still require a Street Garden Permit, while
some state-managed and heritage roads
are excluded.

Lord Mayor Nick Reece, who was over-
seas and not at the meeting, said the guide-
lines would make it easier for residents and
businesses to contribute to Melbourne’s
garden city identity.

“We're making it easier than ever for
Melburnians to roll up their sleeves, uncover
their green thumb and start transforming
their neighbourhoods,” Cr Reece said.

WORDS BY
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“Melbourne is the garden city, and these
guidelines will help our residents and busi-
nesses create vibrant green spaces that
bring colour, biodiversity and life to our
streets.”

The new framework allows for in-ground
planting in nature strips and tree plots, as
well as pots and planters on footpaths or
outside buildings, provided safety, access
and maintenance requirements are met.

Residents must check underground ser-
vices, speak to neighbours, choose appro-
priate non-invasive plants and maintain
gardens over time.

The guidelines prohibit edible plants,
trees, spiky or hazardous plants, weeds,
synthetic turf, rocks, structures, irrigation
systems, electrical wiring and herbicides
or insecticides. Plant heights are capped
at one metre, or 50cm within 10 metres of
intersections or crossings.

Footpaths must retain at least 1.2 metres
of clear pedestrian space, with pots and
planters also subject to size and stability
limits.

Environment portfolio head Cr Davydd
Griffiths said the shift from a permit-based
approach to an enabling guidelines model
would remove a barrier for residents who
wanted to green their streets.

“No matter how big or small — every
garden makes a difference,” Cr Griffiths
said.

“More greenery means cooler streets,
better habitats for birds and pollinators,
and more welcoming neighbourhoods for
everyone.”

At the meeting, Cr Griffiths said many res-
idents had either already been gardening
outside their homes or had been “waiting
and asking for the opportunity to do so”.

He said the guidelines would help people
move from the initial idea of “I'd like to
grow something at the front of my house”
through the practical steps needed before
“putting spade into ground”.

The council says the guidelines sup-
port broader goals around biodiver-
sity, urban cooling, stormwater
management, social cohesion
and neighbourhood pride.

Submissions to the meet-
ing were broadly support-
ive, including from the
Southbank Residents’
Association, which said
the guidelines were
particularly relevant
in high-density areas
where streets were often
dominated by hard sur-
faces, buildings and trans-
port infrastructure.

But accessibility concerns
emerged as a major talking
point.

Disability Advisory Committee
member and access consultant
Rosemary Walshaw told councillors
she supported more urban greening,
but warned that environmental outcomes
should not come at the expense of accessi-
bility and inclusion.

“For many people with disability, foot-
paths are not simply public spaces. They are
essential transport infrastructure,” she said.

She said barriers often emerged gradu-
ally as vegetation grew, pots were moved,
paths narrowed or surfaces became slip-
pery, and that people with disability did not
always lodge complaints when access was
compromised.

“The community should not have to
choose between a greener city and an
accessible city,” she said.

Other written submissions raised similar
concerns, including calls for clearer com-
plaints processes, stronger requirements
around planter stability, more explicit warn-
ings about spiky plants and clearer written
guidance on bin clearance and pedestrian
access.

T e e

Council officers said those matters could

be addressed through minor editorial
changes, frequently asked questions on
the council website and the annual review
process.

The council will also encourage residents
to register new and existing gardens to
improve visibility, support communication,
recognise community projects and help
council contractors understand which gar-
dens are being maintained.

Cr Griffiths said the guidelines would
evolve over time, but marked an impor-
tant step towards allowing “budding green
thumbs right across the city” to help green
Melbourne’s streets.

The final guidelines will be published on
the City of Melbourne website, with a new
online landing page and garden registra-
tion process. @
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Gurrowa Place redesign approved

City of Melbourne councillors
have endorsed revised designs
for two towers in Lendlease’s
$1.7 billion Gurrowa Place
development, following changed
market conditions and conditions
attached to the project’s federal
environment and heritage
approval.
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AttheJune 16 Future Melbourne Committee
meeting, councillors voted unanimously to
support amendments to the QVM Southern
Precinct Development Plan and the plan-
ning permit for towers 1 and 2.

The revised design “reduced massing”
near the heritage Franklin St stores and pro-
vided “a much more respectful interface”,
councillors were told.

The endorsement came despite questions
from Cr Andrew Rowse about wind impacts
from the 29- and 47-storey north-facing
towers, and concerns from Friends of Queen
Victoria Market that the upcoming review
of market operations could have significant
implications and should be allowed to run
its course before decisions were made.

With the Minister for Planning the ulti-
mate decision-maker, councillors were
advised that delaying their decision could
risk the council having no input. The amend-
ments had also been reviewed by the Office
of the Victorian Government Architect.

A notable detail to emerge from

submissions was that any trees in the
1.8-hectare Market Square park, to be cre-
ated over the current outdoor car park,
would need to be planted in containers.

Kate Gray from Lovell Chen told council-
lors this was because, under last year’s fed-
eral approval, no excavation could occur
within the footprint of the Old Melbourne
Cemetery.

The main design changes include setting
tower 1, closest to Flagstaff Gardens, fur-
ther back from the Franklin St stores, which
are due to be redeveloped, and converting
the building from office to residential use.

That shift has seen architects adopt “a
revised form” comprising three distinct ele-
ments that step up in height from west to
east.

Planner Sarah Macklin from Urbis,
which has worked with Lendlease on the

development, said the primary change
was “the setback of tower 1 to create more
breathing space for the heritage Franklin St
stores”.

“Tower 1 was originally approved as a
commercial building and approval is now
sought to change the use,” she said.

“This responds to the more slender form
of the [revised] tower 1, and also of the
market conditions that have changed.”

The conversion would increase the com-
bined number of dwellings in towers 1 and
2 from 569 to 1129.

The two towers are together valued at
$553 million and will include a mix of studio,
one-, two- and three-bedroom apartments.

They will also include 10 per cent afforda-
ble housing, adding 53 affordable dwellings
to the project and lifting the overall total
from 81 to 134.

Ms Macklin said the affordable homes
would be transferred to a registered hous-
ing agency in perpetuity and rented at a
maximum of 30 per cent of gross household
income.

The third tower, a 53-storey building being
developed separately by student accommo-
dation provider Scape, is expected to con-
tain around 1150 beds.

Responding to project documents, Cr
Rowse raised concerns about possible
downdrafts and gusting winds in Market
Square, as well as “an east-west facing wind
tunnel” between the new buildings and the
Franklin St stores.

He noted that, based on the wind model-
ling diagrams provided, 85 per cent of the
park appeared to sit above the “sitting com-
fort” threshold for wind.

“Are we inadvertently creating a park
next to the market where we expect people
to sit and eat food, but we expect there to
be significant downdraft and gusty winds as
a result of the infrastructure?” he asked.

City of Melbourne planning executive
Julian Edwards said, “wind implications”
could not be completely avoided, but that
the revised design improved “the amount of
sitting and standing comfort throughout the
area”.

Council infrastructure head Rick Kwasek
said any wind mitigation required in Market
Square would be considered through the
separate park design process, for which the
council is responsible.

Councillors Roshena Campbell, Rafael
Camillo, Kevin Louey, Andrew Rowse,
Olivia Ball, Davydd Griffiths and Mark Scott
voted in favour of supporting the planning
amendments.

Lord Mayor Nick Reece and councillors
Gladys Liu, Philip Le Liu and Owen Guest

Street Side Medics calls for volunteer GPs at Bourke St clinic

Street Side Medics has issued an
urgent call for Melbourne GPs to
volunteer at its Bourke St clinic, as
demand continues to grow for free
primary healthcare among people
experiencing homelessness.
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The not-for-profit, GP-led mobile medical
service operates fully customised medical
vans equipped as “GP clinics on wheels”,
delivering healthcare directly to people who
may otherwise face barriers to treatment.

Its Bourke St clinic, located outside The
Salvation Army’s Melbourne Project 614
at Westwood Place, off 69 Bourke St, runs
every Thursday from 5.30pm to 7.30pm.

Street Side Medics is now calling for
more local GPs to volunteer for a monthly
two-hour shift to help maintain consistent
weekly clinics for some of Melbourne’s
most vulnerable people.

Since launching in September 2024, the
Bourke St clinic has recorded a steady
increase in patient presentations, with many
people returning each week for ongoing
primary healthcare and continuity of care.

Street Side Medics CEO Nic Brown said
the organisation relied on volunteers to
keep its clinics running.

“The Street Side Medics model is entirely
volunteer-driven, and we are incredibly
fortunate to have a dedicated and deeply
valued team of medical and allied health
professionals supporting our clinics,” Mr
Brown said.

“However, demand at our Bourke St clinic
continues to grow, and we are urgently

seeking more GPs to help us meet the needs
of people experiencing, or at risk of, home-
lessness in Melbourne.”

Mr Brown said even a small commitment
from local doctors could make a signifi-
cant difference.

“Even two hours a month from a
GP can change the trajectory of
someone’s health,” he said.

“We would be immensely
grateful for any GPs -
especially in and around
Melbourne’s CBD - to con-
sider volunteering.”

The Bourke St clinic was
Street Side Medics’ first
expansion beyond NSW,
following the charity’s
launch in August 2020.
It has since expanded

its  Victorian footprint
to include clinics in
Dandenong, St Kilda and
Geelong.

Founded by 2022 Young
Australian of the Year Dr
Daniel Nour, Street Side
Medics focuses on areas with
high concentrations of people
experiencing homelessness, work-
ing alongside food services, shelters
and other support organisations.

Mr Brown said people experienc-
ing homelessness often faced barriers to
healthcare including cost, lack of transport,
limited awareness of services and past neg-
ative experiences that had led to distrust.

Street Side Medics provides bulk-billed
care through Medicare where possible, but
also operates a no-turn-away policy for
people without Medicare or those unable
to access it.

Services include general health checks,
chronic disease screening, acute infec-
tious screening, immunisations, pathology,

diagnosis and treatment, Medicare care
plans, nutritional advice, minor procedures
and referrals.

GPs interested in volunteering can email
volunteer@streetsidemedics.com.au or
visit streetsidemedics.com.au e

were absent. @
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New laws give council stronger hand on derelict buildings

€€

The City of Melbourne is set
to receive greater powers to
pressure owners of vacant
and derelict buildings to
act, under state government
reforms aimed at tackling
some of the city’s most
persistent eyesores.
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The Local Government Legislation

Amendment (Stronger Communities) Bill
2026, introduced to parliament in June,
would amend the City of Melbourne Act
2001 to give the council more flexibility in
how it applies differential rates.

Currently, the highest differential rate
the council can set is no more than twice
the lowest rate. The bill would increase
that limit to four times the lowest differ-
ential rate, while retaining the city’s use of
Net Annual Value as the valuation base for
rates.

The change responds to concerns raised
by the City of Melbourne about vacant
and derelict properties that have become
unsightly, unsafe or magnets for vandalism
and rough sleeping.

In a statement to parliament on June 18,
Minister for Local Government Paul Hamer
said the number of properties of specific
concern to the council in 2026 was around
20 to 30.

The proposed rate settings are intended
to give property owners a stronger financial
incentive to develop, clean up or otherwise
improve neglected sites.

For the City of Melbourne, the reform
follows years of frustration over promi-
nent vacant buildings, including the former
Cancer Council building on Rathdowne St in
Carlton.

The site, opposite the UNESCO World
Heritage-listed Royal Exhibition Building
and Carlton Gardens, has sat boarded up,
vandalised and repeatedly breached by
squatters since being sold to private inter-
ests more than a decade ago.

It has become one of the most high-pro-
file examples of a broader issue that Lord
Mayor Nick Reece and councillors have
been pushing to address.

Cr Reece previously described the former
Cancer Council building as “one of the great
eyesores of the city” and said it was unac-
ceptable for buildings to fall into such disre-
pair that they posed risks to the community.

Acting Lord Mayor Roshena Campbell
welcomed the state government’s reform,
saying the change would bring Melbourne
into line with other councils across Victoria.

“Changes to the City of Melbourne Act
will finally bring our municipality in-line
with all local governments across the state
on how differential rates can be applied,” Cr
Campbell said.

She said the measure was not about rais-
ing extra money for the council but about
changing behaviour.

“This does not generate any additional
revenue for the council - but it does allow

us to crack down on some of the city’s worst
eyesores, while offering an incentive for
others to do the right thing,” she said.

“We'll explore how we can best use these
changes over the coming months.”

Cr Campbell said the council wanted to
see sites such as the Cancer Council build-
ing cleaned up and redeveloped as quickly
as possible.

“Council will also continue to chase every
policy lever and intervention we have avail-
able to crack down on the dilapidated and
vacant sites that are a blight on our city
because we know that’s what Melburnians
expect,” she said.

The reform builds on work already under
way at Town Hall.

In September last year, councillors
backed a motion calling for a comprehen-
sive review of how the council deals with
vacant, unsafe or unsightly premises.

That review included consideration of the
city’s Activities Local Law, graffiti manage-
ment, planning and building enforcement
powers, cost recovery options, demolition
orders, interim green space and potential
use of differential rates, levies and charges.

While the new laws will not automatically
resolve long-running problem sites, they
would give the council a sharper tool to
target owners who leave buildings vacant
and deteriorating.

For a city still working to restore con-
fidence, activity and safety in its central
areas, the test will now be whether the new
power is strong enough to turn land bank-
ing from a passive strategy into an expen-
sive one. @

Melbourne “in character” as San Francisco for US film

Local residents and business
owners were alerted late in May
to the upcoming filming of “an
exciting new international drama
feature” in Melbourne’s CBD.

WORDS BY AN
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A letter sent to Eastenders and

Residents3000 groups warned that the
shooting of interior scenes at Melbourne
Town Hall and the Hotel Windsor on June
22 would see up to 150 cast and crew in
the area, with a large number of vehicles,
including production trucks, parked in
nearby streets.

It politely apologised in advance for any

inconvenience and promised crews would
do their best to minimise the impact on the
neighbourhood.

“Without the support of local communi-
ties such as yours it would not be possible
for the Victorian screen industry to con-
tribute $500 million in economic activity to
Victoria and support 8000 local jobs across
creators, crews and screen businesses,” it
said.

The company behind the letter, Golden
Gate Productions, would say nothing ahead
of an official announcement.

On June 19 VicScreen revealed that the
production in question was Fog City, written
and directed by US billionaire Dan Pritzker,
which is set in Depression-era San Francisco
against the backdrop of the construction of
the Golden Gate Bridge.

Pritzker, a musician as well as director,
has previously made films about jazz pio-
neers Buddy Bolden (Bolden) and Louis
Armstrong (Louis).

“With the support of the Victorian
Government through VicScreen, Fog City

is utilising many of Melbourne’s heritage
landmarks and the first-class stages and
converted ‘backlot’ at Docklands Studios to
recreate 1930s San Francisco,” the agency
said.

These included not only the Windsor,
Town Hall and Trades Hall, but further

afield Rippon Lea Estate, the Palais and
Labassa Mansion.

The production would inject $60 million
into the Victorian economy, VicScreen said,
with benefits including the creation of 365
jobs for local crew and 2645 roles for cast,
casuals and extras while 250 local busi-
nesses would be supported.

The production had been incentivised to
set up in the state by VicScreen, through
the Victorian Screen Incentive and was
also accessing the Federal Government’s
Location Offset, VicScreen said.

It joined “a strong pipeline of high-pro-
file projects choosing Victoria this year,”
with recent productions including Michael
Shanks’ Hotel Hotel Hotel Hotel starring
Oscar® winner Daniel Kaluuya, action
thriller Empire City starring Gerard Butler
and Hayley Atwell, drama series The Airport
Chaplain starring Hugo Weaving and
Shabana Azeez, comedy series Separated
at Birth starring Nazeem Hussain and Urzila
Carson, and children’s series Little Lunch:
New Class. e
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A feature premiering at
MIFF in August showcases
Melbourne’s CBD as the
dystopian backdrop to a
young woman'’s mental
decline as she confronts
economic insecurity and is
pursued by scammers and
self-doubt over a 24-hour
period.

b
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Made with support from the MIFF Premiere
Fund, Mad Rush is an “Alice in Wonderland-
esque” film about a young woman, Madisha,
who is lost and “trying to forgive herself
and her past mistakes whilst battling finan-
cial instability, job insecurity, and all the
aspects [of life] that us younger generations
are coming up against,” 29-year-old writ-
er-director Maddelin McKenna says.

Through gritty streetscapes and unset-
tling angles, the film creates a sense of
estrangement, surveillance and Madisha’s
paranoia.

After she “falls down the rabbit hole” of a
scam —something that happened in real life
to a friend of McKenna's — Madisha “meets
all these different characters, and “her real-
ity sort of starts warping and twisting and
turning, and she goes a little bit mad,” the
director says.

Shot in 10-and-a-half days, with the cast
and crew “moving very fast”, the very low
budget productioninvolved Madisha follow-
ing “a rough track” west to east through the
CBD from the Southern Cross end of Collins
Street to the steps of Parliament House,
taking in locations including the Gothic
Bank, Hardware Lane, Flinders Lane, the
Flinders St underpass and the Department

of Treasury and Finance building.

“We were all over the place,” McKenna
says.

“And it was full on. It was go, go, go.”

The director, who grew up in Eltham, still
finds the noise and busyness of the CBD
challenging at times, and frames the city in
her film as a “kind of overwhelming force”,
with the wintry conditions it was shot in
playing a role.

But as Madisha struggles against the
scammers and a money-focused society,
beautifully real characters cross her path —
a Mauritian Uber driver, played by Bert La
Bonté, and a couple who clean churches —
bringing warmth and hope to her desperate
situation.

McKenna says the roles in the film were
all played by people she knew, with the
lead, Senuri Chandrani, the least known
quantity initially.

“But | just had a really great feeling about
her and thought that she would be amazing
for the lead role,” she says.

Other actors included her brother,
William, a “rising star” of the stage and
screen who has appeared in Heartbreak
High and the Melbourne stage show of
Harry Potter and the Cursed Child, as well
as her mum, Michelle, a performer and
singer, who McKenna remembers from her
childhood often dressed in a bear suit or
Cheshire cat costume for a pantomime.

Her maternal grandmother was an opera
singer and in fact on both sides of the family
McKenna is “surrounded by a lot of people
who perform and who do music”.

“l grew up around it in a small humble
way,” she says.

But no-one else does writing and
directing.

While Mad Rush is her first feature,
McKenna has made several award-win-
ning short films and took part in the MIFF
Accelerator Lab program for short films.

“That was such a great program, and for
MIFF to now support my feature film as well
is really amazing to me,” she says.

Mad Rush is one of six MIFF Premiere
Fund films and 25 titles altogether named
in the festival’s “first glance” announcement
in the second week of June.

Another local world premiere is drama

New queens take the throne
as SIX returns to Melbourne

The global musical phenomenon
SIX will return to Melbourne this
July, bringing a new Australian cast
of queens to the Comedy Theatre.

Opening from July 24, SIX the Musical will
once again remix 500 years of history into
an 80-minute pop-concert spectacle, with
the six wives of Henry VIII reclaiming their
stories as contemporary pop icons.

The Australian return marks another
major season for the record-breaking pro-
duction, which continues to play to packed
houses around the world. After Melbourne,
the show will travel to Theatre Royal
Sydney from October 9 before opening at
QPAC's Playhouse Theatre in Brisbane from
January 2, 2027.

Written by Toby Marlow and Lucy Moss,
SIX turns Catherine of Aragon, Anne Boleyn,
Jane Seymour, Anna of Cleves, Katherine
Howard and Catherine Parr into a high-en-
ergy girl group, each stepping out from the
shadow of their infamous husband to tell
her own version of history.

Taking on the role of Catherine of
Aragon is Sarah Murr, a Townsville-born
Queensland  Conservatorium  graduate
whose credits include Les Misérables,
Hadestown and & Juliet. She will be joined

by Melbourne-based Victorian College of
the Arts graduate Mia Paris Scalise, who
makes her professional stage debut as Anne
Boleyn.

Cara Bessey, originally from Canberra and
a NIDA graduate, will play Jane Seymour
after credits including Mary Poppins and
the Australian tour of Sister Act.

The unapologetic Anna of Cleves will be
played by Kadesa Honeyhill, whose stage
credits include MAMMA MIA! and TINA:
The Tina Turner Musical, while Angela
Brischetto, originally from Far North
Queensland, will take on Katherine Howard
following her professional debut in Disney’s
Beauty and the Beast.

Lorinda May Merrypor, best known for
her starring role as Juliet in & Juliet, will
play Catherine Parr. Her stage credits
include Beautiful: The Carole King Musical,
American Idiot, The Sapphires and Sydney
Theatre Company’s recent production of
Picnic at Hanging Rock.

The cast will also include swings Lauren
Goetz and Geena Hutton, alongside return-
ing cast members Thalia Smith as dance
captain and swing, and Cristina D’Agostino
as associate choreographer, assistant to the
director and alternate swing.

Producer Louise Withers said the new
cast would bring fresh energy to the show’s

series The Airport Chaplain.

Set at Tullamarine and based on the
airport’s real life chaplain, it stars Hugo
Weaving and Shabana Azeez.

Among other MIFF Premiere Fund films
are documentaries about Perth alt rock
band Jebediah (Jebediah: Are We OK?), a
mixed-gender para-ice hockey team from
WA (The Garden Island Pirates) and an indig-
enous fight to preserve sacred knowledge
and protect the forest in the Ecuadorian
Amazon (Death of a Shaman) as well as a
drama about a young trans man trying to
fit into a remote country town (Sweet Milk

Senuri Chandrani as Madisha with Hannah Camilleri as her friend Jo.

Lake).

A highlight festival special event at the
Arts Centre, Hear My Eyes: Memento, will
see restored 2000 cult thriller Memento
reimagined with “a blistering live score”
by Michael “CAVS” Cavanagh from King
Gizzard & the Lizard Wizard, set to be per-
formed “across multiple drum kits and a
suite of electronic instruments”.

The full MIFF program, set to be
announced in early July, will include more
than 300 films.

The festival opens on August 6 and runs
until August 23. @

Australian return.

“We are thrilled to introduce this extraor-
dinary new cast of queens — each bringing
their own unique talent, energy and individ-
uality to these iconic roles,” she said.

“The passion and energy of the SIX audi-
ences and fans are such a vital part of what
makes this show special, and we know they
are going to absolutely love this dynamic
new cast.”

Since debuting at the Edinburgh Festival
Fringe in 2017, SIX has become one of
musical theatre’s biggest international suc-
cess stories, moving from the West End to
Broadway and productions across Australia,

Canada, the US, Europe and Asia.

The show has won 38 international
awards, including two Tony Awards,
and its platinum-certified soundtrack
has been streamed more than 5.5 bil-
lion times.

Its devoted online fan community,
known as the Queendom, has also
helped turn the musical into a digital
cultural force, with songs, fan art and
performances spreading across TikTok
and YouTube.

SIX the Musical opens at the Comedy
Theatre from July 24. Tickets are on
sale now. e
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Now or Never returns with sleep concerts, river lights and Philip Glass tribute

Melbourne’s winter festival
Now or Never will return
this August with a city-
wide program spanning
art, ideas, sound and
technology, headlined
by a rare overnight
concert inside the Royal
Exhibition Building and a
series of large-scale light
installations along the
Yarra River.
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Running from Wednesday, August
19 to Sunday, August 30, the City
of Melbourne festival will bring
together more than 250 local and
international artists and creatives
across 12 days.

Now in its fourth year, the mul-
ti-award-winning  festival  will
feature more than 150 events
across iconic Melbourne venues
and public spaces, including
20 premiere works and festival
exclusives.

This year’s theme, “A Whole New
World”, explores cultural shifts
driven by immersive technolo-
gies, artificial intelligence and
digital storytelling, blurring the
lines between installation, perfor-
mance, reality and imagination.

One of the program’s most

unusual offerings will be SOMNIA,
an overnight durational sleep con-
cert under the dome of the Royal
Exhibition Building by William
Basinski from the US and Bendik
Giske from Norway.

The World Heritage-listed
venue will also host a tribute to
American composer Philip Glass,
with  Orchestra Victoria per-
forming In the Upper Room and
Japanese pianist Maki Namekawa
performing his Piano Etudes.

The Breath Haus will also pres-
ent a live breathwork and sound
bath ritual inside the building,
featuring First Nations artists
David and Daniel Wilfred from the

Photo: Marie Davidson.

narrm-based ensemble Hand to
Earth.

Acting Lord Mayor Roshena
Campbell said the festival had
become a major winter drawcard
for the city.

“Now or Never embraces
Melbourne’s cool, grey winter
atmosphere and turns it into
something extraordinary — using
light, sound and technology to
completely reimagine the city,” Cr
Campbell said.

“Our programming team con-
tinues to create experiences you
simply won’t find anywhere else
— from the rare chance to sleep
beneath the Dome at the Royal

Exhibition Building to a trail of
large-scale light installations
along the Yarra River.”

Along the Yarra River -
Birrarung, a free public program
of large-scale light works will
include Multimmersion Upside
Down V2 by Taiwanese light artist
AKA Chang, a monumental laser
installation reflected on the water.

Local artist Emily Parsons-Lord
will present The Falls Before Us,
an illusionary work in which Evan
Walker Bridge appears to vanish
into mist, while Jess Johnson
and video director Simon Ward
will project XYZZY REDUX onto
the lower facade of Hamer Hall
in partnership with Arts Centre
Melbourne.

Melbourne Town Hall will also
become a major festival site, with
Chunky Move presenting the world
premiere of Time Remaining, a
hypnotic dance work combining
bodies, lasers and light.

Australian audio-visual artist
Robin Fox will take over the
Main Hall with PRESENCE, while
Revivification will present a sound
and sculptural exhibition that
attempts to posthumously extend
the life of experimental composer
Alvin Lucier using his biological
material.

The Town Hall forecourt will
also host works by South Korean
artists Jung Haejung and HKASON
in partnership with Arts Korea Lab.

The festival's late-night music
program will run across three
nights at Melbourne Town Hall,

with local and international artists
including A.Chal, Slim Soledad,
LIZZ, Dinamarca, Zalina, Octave
One, Sleep D x Hybrid Man, JNETT,
Baby G, Robin Fox, MY DISCO, Jeho
Yun and Kyoungjin So.

A talks program will explore
technology, culture and possible
futures, including sexual histo-
rian Mindy Seu’s A Sexual History
of the Internet at State Library
Victoria and technology critic
Cory Doctorow’s Enshittification,
which examines the decay of
online platforms.

Derrick Gee will present a live
edition of Derrick Gee’s Radio
Hour, with guests including Julia
Jacklin and record label founder
Michael Kucyk, while First Nations
Futures will explore storytell-
ing, visual language and creative
resistance with Axel Garay, April
Phillips and Allara Briggs Pattison.

Returning festival favourites
include the XR headliner collabo-
ration with MIFF, Library Up Late
at State Library Victoria, Friday
Night Social at Science Gallery
Melbourne and Queer PowerPoint
at Fed Square.

Tourism and events portfo-
lio head Cr Mark Scott said Now
or Never showed how arts and
culture could help energise
Melbourne during winter.

“Whether its world premieres,
international artists or free public
installations along the river — this
year's program offers something
for everyone,” Cr Scott said.

Tickets are on sale now. e

The Torch and QVWC come together for NAIDOC Week exhibition

A new exhibition at the Queen
Victoria Women'’s Centre will bring
together powerful paintings and
intricate weavings by First Peoples
women with lived experience of
incarceration.

Presented in partnership with The Torch,
We Sit in Circle will run from July 3 to 30 at
QVW(C's Birnbeal Rainbow Exhibition Space
on the ground floor of its Lonsdale St home.

Now in its second iteration, the exhibition
explores women'’s strength, hope and sur-
vival through works by First Peoples artists
who are mothers, aunties, grandmothers,
daughters and sisters.

The exhibition is being presented as
part of NAIDOC Week and reflects the
shared commitment of The Torch and
QVWC to creating spaces for First Peoples
storytelling, women'’s voices and artistic

self-determination.

For generations, Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples have used symbols
as a visual language to pass down stories,
preserve cultural knowledge and express
spiritual beliefs.

The exhibition takes its name from the
circle, a symbol that can represent a meet-
ing or resting place, reflecting how people
come together to sit, yarn and share. Lines
extending from the circle can signify jour-
ney paths, showing movement to and from
a place of connection. Curated to reflect the
circle and a resting place, We Sit in Circle
places works by artists in the community
near the entrance and exits of the gallery,
while works by artists currently in prison are
positioned at the centre.

The design reflects each artist’s journey,
with those in the centre “regrouping, recon-
necting and resting” until they can return
to community and continue on their own
paths after release.

The exhibition has been curated by Flick

Chafer-Smith, a Ngarrindjeri artist and First
Peoples arts mentor at The Torch.

Flick said her own art practice had helped
give her an identity to build on, allowing her
to connect with family on Country and con-
tinue learning more about culture.

“The Torch has given me so much, much
more than | ever thought possible,” she said.

“When | was in jail, | was identified by my
crime, by my CRN, by my surname. But now |
have my own identity, | am creative, | am an
artist, | am Flick.”

The Torch is a First Peoples-led not-for-
profit based in Carlton that supports artists
with lived experience of incarceration to
strengthen cultural connection and earn
income through art.

All artworks in We Sit in Circle will be
available to purchase in the gallery or
online, with 100 per cent of the artwork
price going directly to the artist.

We Sit in Circle runs from July 3 to 30 at
QVWOC, 210 Lonsdale St, Melbourne, Monday
to Friday from 9am to 5pm. e

L-R: Kelly Flanagan (Wiradjuri artist), Flick
Chafer-Smith (Ngarrindjeri artist and curator),
Thelma Beeton (Palawa artist), Stacey Edwards
(Taungurung/Boon Wurrung/Bunurong artist),
Narnz (Gunaikurnai/Barkindji/Wurundjeri/
Bundjalung artist), Alisha F (Wadawurrung artist).
Photo: Tiffany Garvie.

are you looking for a new space
for your creative business?

bright and affordable offices available

at collins street studios

[=; creative spaces

creativespaces.net.au
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Rebecca Yazbek (Edition Group Founder & CEO)

New cocktail bar to open inside historic Queen St building

A new cocktail bar and private
dining venue will open on Queen
St next month, adding another
hospitality offering to Melbourne’s
historic Gothic Bank precinct.

Edition Hospitality Group has opened res-
ervations for Bar Privé, a new cocktail-led
destination opening on July 15 within the
former Melbourne Safety Deposit building
at 90 Queen St, beside Reine & La Rue.

The venue forms part of the broader Privé
concept, which also includes dedicated
private dining spaces designed for celebra-
tions, corporate events and more intimate
gatherings.

Created in response to growing demand
for private dining and event experiences at
Reine & La Rue, Privé is located just around
the corner from the two-hatted restaurant
within the same historic precinct.

Occupying the ground floor of the

Melbourne Safety Deposit building, the
venue shares many of the architectural
qualities of Reine & La Rue’s Stock Exchange
Cathedral Room, but on a more intimate
scale.

At the centre of the venue is Bar Privé, a
moody public-facing cocktail bar inspired
by the building’s concealed vault cham-
bers and the private clubs associated with
Melbourne’s late 19th century boom years.

The bar will be open to walk-in and
reserved guests, while also being avail-
able for private functions and full venue
takeovers.

Across the hallway sits The Dining Room,
Privé’s principal private dining space, which
can accommodate up to 32 guests. The
room can also be divided into two smaller
spaces, The Verdon Room and The Wardell
Room.

Edition Hospitality Group founder and
CEO Rebecca Yazbek said Privé had been
designed to complement Reine & La Rue
while offering a more intimate style of
hospitality.

“We've seen strong demand for private
dining and event experiences at Reine & La
Rue, but we also wanted to create a destina-
tion people could enjoy in a more flexible
way,” Ms Yazbek said.

“Bar Privé gives us the opportunity to
create a cocktail experience that stands on
its own while also sitting naturally along-
side Reine.”

She said the building had strongly shaped
the concept.

“There’s an intimacy and warmth to these
rooms that naturally lends itself to cock-
tails, private dining and smaller gatherings,
while still carrying the character and his-
tory of the precinct,” she said.

“We wanted guests to feel as though they
had been invited to a private dinner party.”

The beverage program, led by group bar
manager Felix Woods, will focus on classic
cocktail culture, drawing on premium local
and European producers, French brandies,
fortified wines, Martinis, Champagne cock-
tails and Sazeracs.

The food offering from group culinary

director Michael Greenlaw and Reine & La
Rue executive chef Andy Roche has been
designed to complement the drinks and pri-
vate dining experience.

Bar snacks will include pork scratchings
with French onion dip, duck liver and foie
gras parfait, panisse with roasted garlic
aioli and a French dip baguette, while pri-
vate dining menus will feature selected
Reine & La Rue signatures.

Privé will open Tuesday to Saturday from
S5pm until late at 90 Queen St, Melbourne. o

Fed Square features in plans for a 220km Birrarung Valley Walk

A long-term plan for a 220km
“connected, whole-of-river trail”
along the Yarra, or Birrarung, has
been publicly announced, with the
walk, from Williamstown to the
Upper Yarra Reservoir, expected to
openin 2029.
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The Birrarung Valley Walk will feature
Federation Square and Birrarung Marr as
key stops and take in highlights such as
Herring Island, the Abbotsford Convent,
Heide Museum of Modern Art, Warrandyte
and Mount Lofty and finish close to the
source of the river in the forested Yarra
Ranges.

As with Victoria’s 250km Great South
West Walk and the 164km Grampians Peaks
Trail, it is envisioned walkers would tackle
the trail either in one trip over a couple of
weeks or in combined or individual stages.

Unlike the state’s remote rural walks,
though, the route would offer accommoda-
tion at the end of each stage.

According to the organisation established

to pursue the initiative, it is a collaboration
between “all the Traditional Owners, state
entities and local government associations”
along the river, which is being created “in
deep partnership” with the Wurundjeri
Woi-wurrung Cultural Heritage Aboriginal
Corporation, with “First Nations knowledge
.. shaping every decision.”

A key aspect of the plan, Birrarung Walk
Inc.says, is the development of a companion

app for walkers that will provide separate
streams of environmental, First Nations and
“post-colonial” stories while also enabling
people to report dumped rubbish or envi-
ronmental issues.

While 80 per cent of the 220km trail,
including its city sections, already exists
as publicly accessible pathways, new or
upgraded sections need to be built beyond
Warrandyte, Birrarung Walk Inc. executive
director Nichola Lefroy said.

In the first two, CBD-linked, sections of
the trail, the work to be done now with land
managers and Traditional Owners would be
in gathering and curating the stories to be
told through the app.

City of Melbourne Deputy Lord Mayor
Roshena Campbell expressed great enthu-
siasm for the process.

“It's a privilege for the City of Melbourne
to work alongside Traditional Owners, our
council peers and land managers to shape a
world-class experience for Melburnians and
visitors,” Cr Campbell told CBD News.

“It's an historic project and a bold vision
that will change the way we experience our
city.”

Environment portfolio lead Cr Davydd
Griffiths said the walk offered an extraordi-
nary opportunity.

“Few cities can connect people to a
living river corridor on this scale — taking
walkers from the heart of Melbourne into
some of Victoria’s most significant natural

landscapes,” he said.

“Whether it's a short walk through the
city or the full 220km journey, this walk
will offer a chance to better understand the
environmental, cultural and historical sig-
nificance of the Birrarung.”

Ms Lefroy said the founder of the walk was
the late Dr Maudie Palmer AO, the founding
director of what is now Heide Museum of
Modern Art and the champion of countless
projects relating to art, the Birrarung, First
Nations peoples and the environment.

The idea reportedly gathered momen-
tum during the COVID years and gained the
support of Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung and
Bunurong Traditional Owners in 2023, after
which formal planning between Birrarung
Valley Walk, local governments and public
land managers began in 2024.

The vision for the walk fits with a
“50-year-community vision” for the river
developed in response to 2016 laws making
it a “single living entity”.

The Birrarung Valley Walk was announced
at Heide on Monday, June 15.

Melbourne Water manager Matthew
Daley told CBD News the authority was
working with steering committee mem-
bers on the next stages of planning “to help
define access routes, clear pathways and
appropriate signage and make sure the pro-
ject proposal protects the river and drink-
ing water supply while enabling community
use”. e
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Haileybury marks 10 years as catalyst
for Melbourne’s vertical school boom

€€

When 17 children walked
into Haileybury’s new City
campus in April 2016, they
became part of a major shift
in the way Melbourne thinks
about schools.

b
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The repurposed 10-storey King St building,
once home to the NAB, became Melbourne’s
first vertical school and one of the first cam-
puses of its kind in Australia.

A decade later, those first early learning
students are approaching graduation, while
Haileybury City has grown into a campus of
755 students from early learning through to
Year 12.

For Melbourne’s inner city, the mile-
stone is more than an anniversary for one
independent school. It marks the start of a
broader change in education planning, as
population growth, higher-density hous-
ing and limited land force schools to move
upwards rather than outwards.

Haileybury City’s success has helped
demonstrate how multi-storey schools can
work in dense urban environments where
traditional sprawling campuses are increas-
ingly difficult to deliver.

Caroline Merrick, head of Haileybury City
since 2019, said more vertical schools were
likely to emerge across Australian cities.

“I think, in coming years, we will see more
vertical schools in Australian cities and
that's a positive step forward,” Ms Merrick
said.

“Vertical campuses can offer students so
many unique experiences, close connection
to the diverse community around them, and
an excellent education.”

She said the model required schools to
think differently about space, learning and
their relationship with the city.

“A lot of schools focus on their history and
try to replicate what has been done in the
past, but it may be time to do things differ-
ently,” she said.

That shift is already evident across the
inner city.

South Melbourne Primary School on
Ferrars St in Southbank opened in 2018 as
Victoria’s first government vertical school.
The campus was designed to respond to
rapid population growth in Southbank,
South Melbourne and Fishermans Bend,
where apartment living has transformed
the local demographic.

Docklands Primary School followed in
2021, opening as another vertical govern-
ment school in one of Melbourne’s fast-
est-growing urban renewal areas.

Both South Melbourne Primary and
Docklands Primary have since had funding
announced in the recent state budget for
new campuses to help meet rising demand,
underlining how quickly inner-city enrol-
ment pressure can build once new schools
open.

In North Melbourne, the new Molesworth
St campus of North Melbourne Primary
School opened in 2023, adding another
vertical campus to the city’s education
landscape. And there are more to come,
including a new secondary school in Arden.

Together, the schools show how the verti-
cal model has moved from an experimental
idea to an increasingly common response
to Melbourne’s growth.

Haileybury deputy principal of student
wellbeing Nathan Chisholm, who was inau-
gural principal of Melbourne’s second ver-
tical school, Prahran High School, said the

concept was still sometimes misunderstood
in Australia.

“We're seeing a shift in how people think
about schools in urban environments,” Mr
Chisholm said.

“If we were living in New York or Hong
Kong and talking about vertical schools,
people wouldn’t think it was odd.”

But he said Australian families could still
be unsure about whether a school without
a traditional oval or swimming pool could
feel “normal”.

For Mr Chisholm, the answer lies in how
vertical schools connect with their sur-
rounding neighbourhood.

“The key to a successful vertical school is
working with the community around you,”
he said.

“Vertical schools are typically in urban
areas and that opens up a lot of opportuni-
ties because they are surrounded by inter-
esting businesses and by organisations like
the NGV, the Immigration Museum, the law
courts and Hamer Hall.”

He said students could also make use
of nearby green spaces, such as Flagstaff
Gardens in Haileybury City’s case.

That relationship with the city is one of
the defining features of the vertical school
model. Instead of containing every facility
within a fenced campus, schools rely on
carefully designed internal spaces, outdoor
terraces, public parks, nearby institutions
and transport connections.

At Haileybury City, there are 1500 square

metres of recreation space across three
outdoor terraces, alongside the 18 hec-
tares of Flagstaff Gardens on the campus'’s
doorstep.

The school’s outdoor areas include a nat-
ural-feel play space, planting areas, a dry
creek bed, vegetable gardens, sand play
and shaded multi-purpose spaces.

Ms Merrick said clever use of space was
essential, with a single area often serving
many purposes across the day.

“A single space at Haileybury City can
have different uses throughout the day - it
will be an assessment space for a SAC, an
assembly space, later in the day it may host
an English class and a visiting poet and it
may also accommodate a parent informa-
tion night,” she said.

But both Ms Merrick and Mr Chisholm
said successful vertical schools could not
simply be high-rise versions of traditional
campuses.

Research suggests they must be inten-
tionally designed to support connection,
inclusion and wellbeing, with architec-
ture, teaching and school culture working
together.

“Successful vertical schools combine
architecture, wellbeing and pedagogy that
work together to create a genuine sense of
connection and community,” Mr Chisholm
said.

That challenge is only becoming more
urgent. Southbank, Docklands, North and
West Melbourne, Kensington and the
CBD are all absorbing more families into
high-density neighbourhoods, while land
for conventional school campuses remains
scarce and expensive.

Haileybury City’s 10-year anniversary
shows how quickly the vertical school
model has moved from a novelty to a neces-
sary part of Melbourne’s education future.

As Ms Merrick put it, a successful vertical
school is not defined only by its architec-
ture, but “by its culture and people”. @
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Rotary delivers winter
warmth to people
sleeping rough

Rotary Central Melbourne has
delivered 228 winter-grade
sleeping bags to help people
experiencing homelessness stay
warmer and safer during the
colder months.

The club once again partnered with two
frontline homelessness support organisa-
tions, Youth Projects in Melbourne’s CBD
and St Mary’s House of Welcome in Fitzroy,
to distribute the sleeping bags to people
sleeping rough across the city and inner
north.

Both organisations provide a wide range
of services to people experiencing home-
lessness, including those sleeping rough in
the CBD, Fitzroy and Collingwood.

As temperatures fall and demand for
support continues to rise, access to warm,
good-quality sleeping bags becomes
increasingly important for people without
secure shelter.

Rotary Central Melbourne initially set a
goal of collecting and distributing at least
170 winter-grade sleeping bags before
winter.

Funding was raised through the generos-
ity of Rotary members, their families, friends
and corporate supporters. These contribu-
tions were then matched dollar-for-dollar
through a Rotary Foundation grant, allow-
ing the club to significantly increase the
impact of its fundraising.

The Rotary Foundation’s grant program
enables donations raised by Rotary clubs to
be reinvested into eligible community and
humanitarian projects, helping local clubs
multiply the value of their work.

Thanks to the support received, Rotary
Central Melbourne exceeded its target, col-
lecting and distributing 228 sleeping bags.

For Rotary members, each sleeping bag
represents practical help for someone
facing winter without a safe place to sleep.

Rotary Central Melbourne is one of sev-
eral Rotary clubs serving Melbourne’s CBD
and inner suburbs. Its volunteers contribute
their time, skills and resources to strengthen
local communities and support people in
need, both locally and around the world. @
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The Imperial unveils new-look rooftop

service and complimentary brekky sliders
between 5am and 6am.

Across the tournament, matchday dishes
willinclude a Giant Yorkie Lamb Roast, brat-
wurst hoagie rolls and Croque Monsieur,
alongside breakfast offerings such as
the Big Breaky Roll and The Imperial Big
Breakfast.

Beyond sport, the refreshed food offering
keeps classic pub favourites at the centre
of the menu, including schnitzels, burgers,
steaks, Sunday roasts, beef cheek and beef
and mushroom pie.

The Rooftop menu is designed around
share plates and lighter dishes suited to
cocktails, spritzes and social grazing.

With live music from Thursday to Sunday,
trivia, locals’ nights, DJs and weekly spe-
cials, The Imperial’s refreshed rooftop is
set to become a year-round destination for
drinks, dining and sport in the heart of the
CBD. e

One of Melbourne’s best-known
CBD pubs has opened its refreshed
rooftop, marking the latest chapter
for The Imperial Hotel Bourke St.

The iconic venue, located on the corner
of Spring and Bourke streets, officially
unveiled its new-look Rooftop on June 5,
just in time for the 2026 World Cup.

The open-air space now features a new
feature bar, fresh furniture, updated styl-
ing and temporary covered areas for guest
comfort, with a fully retractable roof set to
be completed in coming weeks.

The rooftop upgrade forms part of a
broader refurbishment across the venue,
including refreshed finishes and updated
interiors in the ground floor public bar,
dining areas and function spaces.

While the works give the venue a renewed
look and feel, The Imperial says the refur-
bishment retains the classic pub character
that has long made it a favourite among city
workers, residents, sports fans and visitors.

To celebrate the launch, The Imperial
hosted a Rooftop opening event on
Wednesday, June 10 from 4pm to 6pm,
offering guests a first drink on the house
via The Pass app, alongside snacks from the
new menu and live music.

The reopening also comes as the venue
prepares for a major World Cup program,
with The Imperial positioning itself as a CBD
home of sport throughout the tournament.

The pub will screen every World Cup
match live and loud across all levels, includ-
ing on a mega-screen on the Rooftop and
multiple screens throughout the venue.

The tournament kicked off at The
Imperial on Friday, June 12, with an open-
ing match watch party from 5am featuring
a live screening of the opening ceremony,
a live band, halftime giveaways, breakfast

FRIDAY TO SUNDAY
24 - 26 JULY | 10AM - 4PM

Explore the historic Scots’ Church during Open House
Melbourne from Friday 24 July to Sunday 26 July with
self-guided tours throughout the weekend with a special
morning service at 11 AM on Sunday.

Take in the beauty of our stunning stained glass windows,
discover 151 years of history through informative display
S, panels, and view the majesty of the famous Scots’ Rieger

v Organ in person.

3 & All are welcome.
ACADEMY SCOTS' CHURCH MELBOURNE

Future Focused

THE CITY SCHOOL WHERE GIRLS EXCEL OF MARY IMMACULATE CNR. COLLINS/RUSSELL ST. MELBOURNE CBD. 3000
SCOTSCHURCH.COM | 9650 9903
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Queen Victoria
Market stalwart
marks 50 years

A family-run Queen
Victoria Market business
is celebrating 50 years
of trading, with a third
generation now taking
the reins.
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Allanson Souvenirs, located at the corner
of L Shed and Queen St, has been a familiar
market presence since 1976, offering a wide
range of Australian-made souvenirs and
gifts including clothing, soft toys, art, bags,
homewares, skincare products and more.

This year marks both the business’s 50th
anniversary and a significant family mile-
stone, with Hayden McLennan taking over
from his mother, Drita McLennan.

The change means Allanson Souvenirs
has now operated under three generations
of the McLennan family.

The business was founded by Hayden’s
grandfather, Michael Besim, who began
trading in 1976. While the family operated
stalls at other markets in the early years,
Hayden said Queen Victoria Market had
always been the place that worked best for
them.

Drita joined the business in 1981 after
leaving school at 15 and took over the
Queen Victoria Market stall in September
1988. She has now run the stall for 37 years.

Hayden joined the business shortly after
finishing high school and, according to
Drita, has been “instrumental” in its devel-
opment, both in-store and online.

While Allanson Souvenirs is a popular
destination for tourists, it also attracts many
locals looking for gifts to send to family and
friends overseas.

Hayden said Melbourne’s multicultural
character meant many customers were
proud to share Australian products with
loved ones around the world.

Because Melbourne is “such a multicul-
tural city”, he said people are often “quite
patriotic” when choosing gifts.

According to Hayden, Allanson Souvenirs

offers one of the “largest ranges of
Australian-made  souvenirs”, including
clothing, boomerangs, skincare products,
genuine kangaroo products, Aboriginal art
and other locally themed items.

The business has also expanded beyond
the market through its online store, which
ships worldwide. Many of the products
available at the market can also be pur-
chased online, alongside some web-exclu-
sive items including selected shirts.

Hayden said he was excited to take over
the business and continue building on the
family’s legacy.

He said he was looking forward to help-
ing Allanson Souvenirs “grow and expand
into the future” and particularly enjoyed
working with people who brought different
knowledge and skills to the business.

“You can learn so much from other
people,” he said.

Drita said her parents had built the busi-
ness with the hope of creating “something
lasting for our family”.

She said she and Stephen were delighted
that Allanson Souvenirs would continue
with Hayden, while she was also looking
forward to stepping back and spending
more time with family and friends.

After 50 years at the market, Allanson
Souvenirs remains focused on providing
quality Australian products and gifts to
locals, tourists and customers around the
world.

Allanson Souvenirs can be found at
Queen St, L Shed, stalls 108 to 112 at Queen
Victoria Market. It is open from 8am to 3pm
on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, and from
8am to 4pm on weekends. e
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STATE MP

Over the past decade, Victorians
have watched our state

drift further away from the
opportunities and prosperity
that once made it the envy of
the nation.
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Families are facing higher costs, busi-
nesses are struggling under growing tax
burdens, crime is at record levels and
government debt continues to spiral out
of control.

Wherever | go across Melbourne’s
northern suburbs, people tell me the
same thing: Victoria is not working the
way it should.

That is why the Liberals and Nationals
are taking our positive plan for
Victoria’s future directly to the people
through Jess Wilson’s Fresh Start Tour.
Over the coming weeks, Jess and our
team will visit every one of Victoria’'s 88
Legislative Assembly districts to listen
to communities, hear their concerns and
outline our vision for getting Victoria
back on track.

Too often under Labor, decisions are
made from Spring St without under-
standing the realities facing local
communities. Victorians deserve a
government that listens, engages and
responds to their needs. Whether you
live in the suburbs, regional Victoria
or the heart of Melbourne, your voice
matters.

The Fresh Start Tour is about recon-
necting government with the people it
serves and demonstrating that there is
a credible alternative to the failures of
the Allan Labor Government.

Our team has developed a compre-
hensive plan to address the challenges
facing our state. We have a 10-Year
Economic Plan that will reduce taxes,
support businesses, restore budget dis-
cipline and begin the task of reducing

Victoria’s massive debt burden. We
know that economic growth is not cre-
ated by government spending alone; it
comes from backing businesses, work-
ers and entrepreneurs to succeed.

We also have a clear plan to make our
communities safer. That means recruit-

ing more police, reopening closed
police stations, restoring Protective
Services Officers to train stations, and
ensuring serious offenders face serious
consequences.

Housing affordability remains a major
challenge, particularly for young fami-
lies and first-home buyers. Our plan will
fast-track housing approvals, support
greater housing choice and help more
Victorians achieve the dream of home
ownership.

Importantly, we are committed to
cleaning up corruption and restor-
ing integrity to government through
stronger oversight and accountability
measures.

Victoria has enormous potential. We
have world-class industries, vibrant
communities and hardworking people.
But after years of Labor mismanage-
ment, we need a fresh start.

The Liberals and Nationals have a
positive plan to reduce crime, lower
costs and restore hope and prosperity
to our state. And in the coming weeks
and months, we are taking that mes-
sage directly to the people of Victoria. e

EASTENDERS

Planning needs more than box-ticking

The way we plan and design our
city has lasting consequences,
and Melbourne’s recent planning
history offers some useful lessons.
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For some time, the City of Melbourne has
operated under planning laws that give the
Planning Minister decision-making power
over developments exceeding 25,000
square metres. While the council’s views are
sought, the Minister is not obliged to agree.

Heritage decisions can also contradict
expert advice. Shell House at 1 Spring St
comes to mind, as does concern about the
impact of Gurrowa Place on Queen Victoria
Market. The unoccupied Shangri-La Hotel
and Sapphire by the Gardens development
in La Trobe St, which significantly affects
the UNESCO World Heritage-listed Royal
Exhibition Building and Carlton Gardens,

is another example many regard as poor
decision-making.

The new planning environment also
means the City of Melbourne can often
avoid giving public notice. The Comedy
Theatre environs development is a telling
example. Despite years in the planning
phase, neighbouring residents and local
small businesses had little opportunity to
comment until the matter came before
councillors. To its credit, the council did
raise it, but by then the chance for mean-
ingful engagement had largely passed.

Another development in Exploration
Lane, approved by council officers, did not
comply with the council’s own policies, yet
“considering” those policies was deemed
sufficient. An adjacent resident was una-
ware of the approval until advised by
EastEnders. This lacks fairness and any prin-
ciple of natural justice.

Wesley Place in Lonsdale St may now be
seen as a creative precinct, but it came at
a cost, including the demolition of the her-
itage-listed Princess Mary Club. It has also
left residents of 72 nearby apartments with

reduced light, privacy and clear air. Even
now, promised access to meeting spaces for
community purposes has not occurred. The
Brady Hotel saga in Little Lonsdale St may
now be history, but those who witnessed
how it unfolded, with the acquiescence of
the City of Melbourne, do not easily forget.
Several councillors declared conflicts of
interest, leaving no quorum for a formal
councillor-led resolution.

Despite these examples, we have also
seen some outstanding developmentsin the
CBD, and good outcomes should make us
proud. But as Activity Centres are rolled out
across Victoria, fast-tracking development
and often limiting public scrutiny, there is
a risk that some of the CBD’s mistakes will
be repeated elsewhere. Developments may
be approved so long as the necessary boxes
are ticked, but planning should be about
more than compliance.

We are told there are thousands of
approvals under the “old” rules that have
not been acted upon. The market will ulti-
mately decide whether they proceed, but
construction costs and capital constraints

are clearly influencing these decisions.
Building affordable homes remains diffi-
cult, and those who need affordable hous-
ing continue to struggle.

Meanwhile, the need for social and public
housing remains urgent. The decision to
demolish public housing towers across
inner Melbourne leaves a void that cannot
be filled without major public investment.
Relocating residents while keeping them
connected to their communities will be a
daunting task. We rely on architects, devel-
opers and town planners to create homes
that are liveable, sustainable and cost-ef-
fective. Perhaps Al will assist, but so will
meaningful engagement with communities.

Creating forums where all stakeholders
can discuss planning collaboratively may
offer a better pathway forward. The labels
NIMBY and YIMBY create artificial divisions
when many of us want similar outcomes.

At our next meeting on Tuesday, July 21,
EastEnders will welcome Professor Donald
Bates, Chair of Architectural Design at the
University of Melbourne. All are welcome at
10.30am at 2 Lonsdale St. @
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RESIDENTS 3000

Healthy, happy you

CBD residents should be a healthy
lot. We walk across the city, enjoy
great restaurants, have access to
parks, gyms, yoga, tai chi, dance,
sport and world-class medical
services. But is that enough? What
does the science say about staying
well?

Health is a topic we are constantly told
to think about: what we eat, how much
we move, our strength, flexibility, mental
health, stress, supplements and disease pre-
vention. It can be difficult to know how to
get the balance right.

At previous Residents 3000 events, we
have explored the difference between
“lifespan” and “health span”. Lifespan is not
entirely within our control, but maintaining
the best possible health for our age is some-
thing we can work towards.

Thatwill be the focus of the next Residents
3000 forum, Healthy You!, on Thursday, July

2 from 6pm to 7.30pm at the Kelvin Club.

The event will feature three speakers.

Dr Arman Rashid, a Residents 3000
committee member and mental health
professional, will discuss mental health
self-defence and resilience techniques.

Darren Templeton, founder of Run the
Tan and chair of Run for Mental Health Ltd,
will speak about the importance of move-
ment, connection and community.

Hamish McConnell, senior exercise sci-
entist at Kieser, will explain the science of
strength training.

Darren willshare his personal journey and
the story behind one of Melbourne’s most
iconic community participation events.
Through the lens of movement, connection
and community, he will explore how simple
everyday actions can improve wellbeing,
strengthen resilience, foster belonging and
help create healthier people and stronger
communities.

Hamish will represent Kieser, a long-term
sponsor of Residents 3000, and provide
insight into why strength training becomes

increasingly important as we age.

Many of us notice everyday tasks becom-
ing harder over time: getting up from a low
chair, carrying shopping or climbing stairs.
These small challenges can increase with
age, but they do not have to.

As we age, muscles naturally lose
strength. Staying busy is important, but
walking, gardening and daily chores are
usually not enough to build or maintain
muscle strength. Muscles need the right
kind of challenge.

That does not mean pain or pushing too
far. With guidance from an exercise physi-
ologist or physiotherapist, strength training
can be safe, targeted and effective. The
reward can be more energy, better balance
and greater confidence to keep doing the
things we enjoy.

It is never too late to start. Many older
Australians begin strength training in their
70s, 80s and beyond. Some want to manage
pain or recover from injury, while others
want to travel, cycle, volunteer or spend
more active time with family. Two sessions

a week can be enough to see meaningful
change.

Residents 3000 is also considering a spe-
cial visit to the recently renovated Kieser
Melbourne CBD clinic on the corner of
Collins and King streets. Members would
be introduced to the clinic’s calm, scientific
approach and specialist training equipment.

Members should also note the upcoming
“AGM with a difference” on Thursday, August
6 from 6pm to 7.30pm at the Kelvin Club.
The evening will include entertainment,
formal proceedings, a city update with Lord
Mayor Nick Reece and refreshments.

Further details are available at
residents3000.org.au e

Dr Sue Saunders
VICE PRESIDENT

RESIDENTS 3000
MELBOURNE

HISTORY

A pioneering experiment at the Menzies Hotel

Taken around the 1870s, this image
shows the Menzies Hotel at the
corner of William and Bourke
streets.

WORDS BY
ASHLEY SMITH

The image here makes it look rather grand
in spite of the dusty, unpaved roads flank-
ing it, and it would only become grander
when two extra floors were added in the
late 1890s.

The hotel was owned by Scottish migrants
Archibald and Catharine Menzies, who ini-
tially started their business at La Trobe St
in 1853 (where Melbourne Central now
sits), before using their earned wealth to
build a new hotel at the William St corner in
1867. Built by David Mitchell (Dame Nellie
Melba’s father), the hotel in its time hosted
many guests, from Mark Twain, to Alexander
Graham Bell, Herbert Hoover (decades
before he sat in the Oval Office), Anna
Pavlova and General Douglas Macarthur.

Then on September 30, 1929, it hosted a

&

Ced

peculiar demonstration.

The London-based Major J.M. MacLulich,
the foreign director of an emerging com-
pany, hosted the event before an audience
of leading citizens and journalists to show
off what they’d been developing. Before
them was a device resembling a cabinet
that had recently been tested in England.
Months prior, similar devices had been
imported from England and had gone
through some experimental tests at the
3UZ and 3DB radio stations in Melbourne.

MacLulich discussed the various compo-
nents of the device, before using a phone
to request an operator to bring an artist in.
Then before everyone’'s awe-struck eyes, a
woman’s face appeared within the cabinet!

Her visage flickered, threatening to fade
into ether, until McLulich adjusted a knob to
focus on the image. Through a loudspeaker
the woman, singer Miss Molly Mackay,
asked, “would anyone like to hear me sing?”
(Daily Standard (Queensland), October 16,
1929).

The audience was then treated to some
singing from Molly, while a Miss Coral
Tranberry was also present, playing violin
(even if her face reportedly wasn’t as clear
as she played her instrument), and Katie
Liddie also performed on piano.

A puppy (reportedly from the Eastern
Market) was also featured. This technolog-
ical miracle was all thanks to a transmitter
located on the top floor of the hotel, with
MacLulich using telephone lines to help
with the transmission. During the luncheon,
MacLulich would state that he'd received
news that with recent advancements,
broadcasting stage groups would soon be
possible.

When the audience left the hotel after
the demonstration, they had borne witness
to a sight they'd never seen before: the first
performance of live television in Australia,
courtesy of the Baird International
Television Company.

Television experiments continued in
Australia into the 1930s but due to the war,

economic concerns and the government
sorting out the logistics and laws, it took
another 27 years for television to become
available domestically in Victoria. The ini-
tial transmission tests in Melbourne were
made in July 1956, then on November 4,
1956 the Herald Sun and Weekly Times-
owned channel, HSV-7 (or Channel 7) would
officially open from its studio at Dorcas St,
South Melbourne (while it's now demol-
ished, it would've sat opposite the Fox Footy
studios). Unlike the first Sydney broadcast
from a couple of months prior there was
no Bruce Gyngell to welcome people, but
Prime Minister Sir Robert Menzies was
among the first people to be widely broad-
cast around Victoria.

70 years after that momentous day, tele-
vision has produced many cherished mem-
ories of huddling around the lounge after
dinner, providing water cooler moments for
the next day, or (for better or worse) keep-
ing the country in awe at news both at home
and beyond our shores.

While it has evolved to the point anything
can be watched on your phone or tablet, it
would also outlive the Menzies Hotel. The
building was acquired by BHP in the 1960s
and demolished by 1969, with the BHP
House skyscraper taking its spot on the
corner. e

Proully represenling T
corpmarigy 4o Mé/éowme/} CED

Evan MULHOLLAND wp

Liberal Member for the Northern Metropolitan Region
O 96518242 @ EvanMulhollandMP Evan.Mulholland@parliament.yvic.gov.au

€D Shop 24,55-63 Paringa Boulevard, Meadow Heights ) EvanMulholland.com.au
Authorised by Evan Mulholland MP, Shop 24/55-63 Paringa Boulevard, Meadow Heights VIC 3048.
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PUZZLES & TRIVIA
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A 15

. Which country hosted the
first Commonwealth Games
in 1930?

Which Melbourne arts
festival returned with more
than 100 events this winter?

Author Lynley Dodd is best
known for her books about
which canine character?

Who appeared in the
Melbourne 2050 season
finale of the Future
Melbourne podcast?

Who were the two lead
actors in the 1978 film
Grease?

Willis-Ekbom Disease is
more commonly known
by what name?

According to a recent CBD
News feature, what does
CAD stand for?

The chequered markings on
emergency service vehicles
are named after which
patterned cake?

Chloé Sevigny (pictured)
played Nicolette Grant
in which drama TV
series about Mormon
fundamentalism?

10. Which architecture firm
developed the data
tool exploring adaptive
reuse opportunities in
Melbourne’s CBD?

11. Which federal politician
visited Chinatown for a
business roundtable in
May?

12. The site of which former
pub was recently the
subject of a revised
application for a new
apartment tower?

QUIZ SOLUTIONS
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Insert the missing letters to make

No. 325

10 words - five reading across the
grid and five reading down.
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Sudoku

Fillin the blank cells using the numbers from
1to 9. Each number can only appear once in
each row, column and 3x3 block
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Theme: Peru

Wordfind

The leftover letters will spell out a secret message.

AILAITIOICA|IET|I|O
MN Y SIOCICHF|AM
AMAIEIQIUOCIAIC|C
ZIOICIRIUSINII|AIA|C
ONUO I CDVICIPA
N K CFNOOE|Z|L|C
HEHNOURCAAT
P/ YOI Al CICINH|U
SIN[I/AITINJUOMU|S
AMER|I CIAINDE|S
MOCIHE|JJAIGU|AR
ALPACA cusco

AMAZON JAGUAR

AMERICA MOCHE

ANDES MONKEY
AYACUCHO MOUNTAINS

CACTUS NAZCA

CEVICHE QUINOA

CONDOR RAINFOREST

Crossword

ACROSS
1 Suggests (7)

5 Expressing much
in few words (7)
9 Terrific (9)
10 Caribbean Sea
island (5)
11 Sequence (6)
12 Becoming
prominent (8)
14 Red wine (6)
15 Most important;
major (4)
19 Not false (4)
20 Commercial (6)
24 Self-
government (8)
25 Water-
surrounded
land mass (6)
27 Florida port (5)
28 From Oslo,

e.g. (9
29 Sources of light
made with
wax (7)
30 Traditions (7)
DOWN 7 Maritime (8) 18 Members of a
1 Brew;steep (6) 8 Replenishing trust (8)
2 Food (a battery) (8) 21 Encompass(6)  SOLUTION
cupboard (6) 13 Medications 22 Gambling sgosigoflis 2 g N g0
3 Female name (8) giventoa house (6) HIEIEImEEJm [vlain /s
4 Places oneself patient (10) 23 Ancient Greek a[n]v 1/s| 1 A WoN olLn]v
on a chair (4) 16 Second largest figure of a B 88 -
5 Railway ocean in the beauty (6) Holln v
vehicle (10) world (8) 26 Australian actor mmaﬁaana
6 Objects for 17 Large Australian - Bana (4) EIH EIIEHH
sitting (6) spider (8) i ] 2
g J[I|NOD|V|T s(3|l d I
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9-Letter

Using the nine letters
in the grid, how many
words of four letters
or more can you list?
The centre letter

must be included and
each letter may only N
be used once. No

colloquial or foreign
words. No capitalised

nouns, apostrophes or
plural nouns ending
in‘s’.

SOLUTIONS 3ULIN ‘JeULIN ‘)BBIUN Y4lRYUN ‘DBUIN ‘BU|N ‘UBIN ‘UB)YN
‘QUNI ‘UINJ ey BUSI ‘UIBI ‘JUel ‘Ule] ‘Unb ‘UlsNnb qeinau Jeau ‘Nyjieu ieu ‘aun)
‘leun) “4aul] ‘1eaul) ‘aul] ‘usl) ‘ules) ‘ues) ‘aulle) ‘sue) ‘ule] ‘alnul Isneyul ‘neyul
‘Iaeyul ‘a1eyul ‘neuly qeluiay ‘ejulay ‘NINOITYVH ‘Ue)e ‘ules ‘a)iue ‘iue ‘uane

Today’s Focus:

20 words: Good

31 words: Very good
46 words: Excellent

Reference:
Macquarie Dictionary
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“Now or Never £
Re . SIS

H = AEER

FEIRARZZZ R Now or Never
BFSFE8BMEIA, UEEZ
AN, B, FES5RFEIEN
EWENIRNERE., =sRBEAE
EXEBWIE (Royal  Exhibition
Building) Z/TRIZE @S iER
B5Re, UABTHAE (Yarra
River) ®REBMN—RFIKBUTHZ
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=
5

Sean Car

ARBEZATET 8H19H (BH=) =
8H30H (2HH) %7, HE|BRAMBUT
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RN, REFI2K,

PNEPNER Now or Never EEHM
R, SEEHIRBIY 15017ER), BMER
AEZ MRS EE R AFETE, HERGHE
20N BIERMN ZATMRINE,

SENETN A EIRERT (A
Whole New World) , BREST2IERE. A
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=i,

X BN IR 2 R SRR
ZHNEEEIEMRER  JEFE - SR (Philip

ZATET: EES
FEFE AR E IS

Glass) HERYEL, B A#SFIRD
XH] (Orchestra Victoria) J&Z (In the

Upper Room) , HAHHBANEZR 8B
# (Maki Namekawa) JEBZEH (WE4S)
#)  (Piano Etudes) .,

b9k, The Breath Haus BEEFRER
BT R—IEENRGSHEE TN
N, HRBZERAEA (Narrm) BRERES
REMK Hand to Earth BE—RIEZAR
David Wilfred ] Daniel Wilfred Z53&H,

REMmE T -2 0/R (Roshena
Campbell)  F/R, EMEADERNER
AEFNEENMHEE,
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MEAFEE - (Jacinta Allan) F
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BEIT (2010FFEMN=ZE) (Equal
Opportunity Act 2010)
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Symes) MER, BRHMNEMNFTRE.
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(Melbourne Safety Deposit Building)
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WHAT'S ON

July

| .OPEN
~churc

There’s something for everyone
this July in the city.

WE SIT IN CIRCLE

We Sit in Circle showcases paintings
and weavings by First Peoples women
impacted by incarceration, exploring
connection, resilience, culture & healing
through powerful storytelling and art.

Queen Victoria Women's Centre

FRIDAY TO SUNDAY
24 - 26 JULY | 10AM - 4PM

SCOTS’ OPEN CHURCH

Explore historic Scots’ Church during
Open House Melbourne with self-guided
tours, stained glass, heritage displays, the
renowned Rieger Organ, and a special
Sunday service.

Scots’ Church, Melbourne

BLUEY'’S BIG PLAY

Bluey’s Big Play returns to Australia,
bringing the beloved Heeler family to
life with puppets, original music and a
new story in this fun-filled live theatre
adventure.

Comedy Theatre, 240 Exhibition St

SYNTH 101 WORKSHOP

Learn synthesiser basics in this beginner-
friendly workshop, exploring sound
design through hands-on exercises with
oscillators, filters and envelopes.

No experience required.

Melbourne Electronic Sound Studio

24 - 26 JULY, 10AM - 4PM

WINTER NIGHT MARKET

Queen Victoria Market’'s Winter Night
Market runs Wednesdays June — August,
offering global street food, drinks,
shopping, live music, artisan stalls and
interactive “Keys to Winter” performances.

Queen Victoria Market

1-12JULY, 9.30AM -10.30AM

PRETTY WOMAN: THE MUSICAL

Pretty Woman: The Musical brings the
beloved romantic comedy to life with
dazzling performances, original music,
glamour, and unforgettable Broadway-
style entertainment.

Regent Theatre, 191 Collins St

UNTIL 18 JULY, 3.30PM - 6.30PM

SONGBIRDS

Songs, rhymes and stories will engage
your budding bookworm’s mind and
introduce them to the fun and rhythm

of language. Age: newborn to 18 months.
Programs run during school terms.

City Library, 253 Flinders Lane

3-30JULY, 9AM - 5PM

WEDS UNTIL 26 AUGUST, 5PM - 10PM

UNTIL 6 SEPTEMBER, 7.30PM - 10PM

UNTIL 11 DECEMBER, 10.30AM -11PM

Business Directory

ACCOUNTING

rubiix

Maximising your profits by
minimising your tax

www.rubiixbusinessaccountants.com.au

ESCORTS

THE MOST EXCLUSIVE ESCORT AGENCY

REAL ESTATE
Your boutique
advantage in the
MELBOURNE heart of Melbourne.
BOUTIQUE Get in touch today to discuss

how we can help you achieve
more.

PROPERTY

+61 418 924 324
melbourneboutiqueproperty.com

® Dinner Companions

® Social Escorts
® Sensual Lad

prowd sponsorsof @z CBD NEWS
ARTS AND CULTURE
ORIA CREATIVE
Svemment | VICTORIA
RayWhite

VMIELBOURNE
RECITAL CENTRE

FACILITY SERVICES

WE SET HIGH
STANDARDS IN

EVERYTHING
THAT WE DO.

Ray White Southbank | Melbourne City

273 City Road, Southbank 3006
P: (03) 8102 0200
www.raywhitesouthbank.com

PHYSIOTHERAPIST

« chronic disease, neurological,
i piratory,

al

* bulk-billed/no-gap fees:
Medicare EPC, Worksafe, TAC,
DVA, NDIS

* CBD clinics (Flinders St and QV)

« online bookings

PARTNERfS)

CiTY CENTRE
Melbourne's exclusive
entertainment service.

Highly reccomended
for our interstate and
overseas

e visitors

-
y T
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=< éhd)%bt\izﬁ

03) 9651 6011 -

COMMERCIAL EEELET
-: gég{l/.llt':rgs = — We have survived COVID-19 AND ARE STILL HFRF TO HAVE
t(03) 91251500 WWW. siopartners.com.au
. physiop BEAUTIFUL LADIES PRIVATELY TO YOUR DOOR 24/7

f(03)91251511

- . . . hell hysi rtners.com.au
Enquiries: commercialfs.net.au/admin@commericialfs.net.au AU R I
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MELBOURNE
BOUTIQUE

PROPERTY

668 Bourke Street, 392 Lt Collins Street,
MELBOURNE MELBOURNE

Suzie Inglis +61 416 671 572 Will Meynink +61 416 285 845

7774,

7777
-

FREE |
108 B
i ] .

BEBy ATy
FORISALEgg - =

4122 Collins Street, 260 L.t Collins Street,
MELBOURNE MELBOURNE

Will Meynink +61 416 285 845 Suzie Inglis +61 416 671 572

We currently have a selection of off-
market opportunities available to
qualified buyers, along with a strong
network of active purchasers seeking
the right property.

If you're considering buying or would
like to explore what's available, get in
touch for a confidential conversation.

AN,

G +01418 924 324 = melbourneboutiqueproperty.com

Please support our advertisers because without them we would have no CBD News
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