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Local democracy 
is fading away
By Shane Scanlan

City of Melbourne councillors are making only about a third of 
the number of public decisions they were making 10 years ago.

Between January and July this year, CBD 

News counted from minutes 131 decisions 

made in council and committee meetings. 

During the corresponding period in 2007, 

the number was 365.

Even Victoria’s smallest municipality, the 

Borough of Queenscliff e, records more 

publicly-made decisions than Melbourne.  

Queenscliff e’s councillors made 148 

decisions between January and July this year.

As a ratio of decisions to population, 

Queenscliff e locals are 100 times better 

represented than their Melbourne 

compatriots.  And this ratio doubles if you 

consider decisions per councillor numbers.

Queensliff e may not be an entirely fair 

comparator but the point is that the City 

of Melbourne has moved steadily over 

the decades to a corporate model where 

decisions are most likely to be either taken in 

secret or delegated to unelected offi  cers.

As of last month, some 760 applications 

for planning permits had been lodged with 

the City of Melbourne.  Only a selected 

handful came to an open meetings for 

determination.  Th e opportunity for 

corruption has never been better.

A culture exists at the City of Melbourne 

where elected representatives are 

increasingly sidelined.  Anything remotely 

contentious is held in confi dential session. 

And councillors face criminal charges if they 

reveal what’s said behind closed doors.

Th e council also routinely stymies freedom 

of information (FoI) requests and spends 

about $1 million per year on spin doctors.

Lord Mayor Robert Doyle rejects any 

suggestion that participatory democracy is 

on the slide within the City of Melbourne.

Asked by CBD News about the signifi cance 

Continued page 2

Come and hear us play
Melbourne Youth Orchestra will surprise city-goers with free 
concerts from September 28 to October 29.

Musicians aged eight to 25 will come 

together and celebrate the orchestra’s 50-

year anniversary at State Library Victoria.

Known as Moments of Beauty, the 

program includes Street Symphony, 

consisting of two outdoor performances 

on the steps of the library’s Swanston St 

forecourt, Wind Serenades in the foyer, and 

Chamber Strings in the Cowen Gallery. 

Photo by Sarah Walker of Joseph Hawkins-

Nikupala, Audrey Witmore, Isobel Yates, 

Stephen Gould and Ella Whittake.
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of shrinking meeting agendas, he said: “Th e 

community satisfaction survey shows us at 

record highs in community engagement – far 

beyond any other council in Victoria. So I 

think that’s a pretty specious claim.”

“And, secondly, our agendas are, regrettably, 

pretty lumpy. You know, sometimes they are 

thin and sometimes, to our distress, they are 

pretty fat. And that’s just the nature of timing 

as things come through.”

“When you make that comment, there’s a 

little naivity of comparison in that.”

“Most councils meet once a month. Your 

council meets three times a month – with 

agendas that are pretty full most of the time.”

“I think in terms of meeting content, it would 

be diffi  cult to fi nd any other council in 

Victoria which deals with as many items as 

we do.”

Th e Borough of Queenscliff e Council meets 

once a month, but between January and July 

averaged 21.14 decisions per meeting.  Th e 

City of Melbourne’s average is 6.89 decisions 

from 19 meetings.

Looking back to the same time period in 

2007, the City of Melbourne met 37 times 

and averaged 9.86 decisions per meeting.

Councillors are meeting less and are making 

fewer decisions.  And that, my friends, is bad 

for us all.

Tunnel acquisitions 
almost complete
Th e Metro Tunnel Project is close to completing its fi nal two 
compulsory acquisitions in the CBD.

Th e Melbourne Metro Rail Authority 

(MMRA) has either compulsorily acquired or 

bought 16 properties around the sites of two 

new railway stations at CBD North and CBD 

South.

CBD News understands the authority is still 

working at taking full possession of two fi nal 

properties at CBD South.

Seven properties have been acquired in the 

south.  MMRA took possession of one in 

March and four in September.

In the north, it took possession of two 

properties in November last year and seven 

last month (September).

Th e MMRA is not saying what it paid for 

the properties or what compensation has 

been paid to property owners or aff ected 

businesses.

At the southern end of Swanston St, night 

works started on September 18 to remove 

awnings from the properties between Young 

& Jackson Hotel and the Nicholas Building. 

Th e Hungry Jacks, Commonwealth Bank 

and Souvenir Collection buildings will 

be demolished fi rst, followed by the 

McDonalds and KFC buildings.  

Th e demolition of the fi ve buildings at the 

southern end of Swanston St is expected 

to be completed by mid-December. 

In the north, demolition is expected to be 

completed by early next year. Recent work 

focused on removing the contents, fi ttings 

and fi xtures of the acquired buildings.

In late September work started to remove 

the awnings from buildings on Swanston 

St and LaTrobe St and the installation of 

hoardings and scaff olding.

Once this work is complete, major 

demolition will start at 212–222 LaTrobe 

St and 17-27 Little LaTrobe St.

A MMRA spokesperson said: “Th is is part 

of the transformation of Melbourne that 

the Metro Tunnel will trigger, both above 

and below ground. Once demolition is 

complete we can get on with the urgent 

task of building two new underground 

rail stations underneath Swanston St as 

part of delivering the Metro Tunnel, and a 

better train network for Victoria.”

Local democracy 
is fading away

From page 1

Real estate information is everywhere.
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Embark on the Ultimate Foodie Tour and get ready  

to satisfy your cravings with some of the best food  

the Queen Victoria Market has to offer!

You will discover amazing stories about the Market’s 

history, learn secret shopping tips and get to know some 

of our most beloved traders who have built the Queen 

Vic Market into the ultimate destination for foodies.

Book now at qvm.com.au/tours

A small-group walking tour for food-lovers.  

Ultimate
Foodie Tour

only $69 per person

What,s Included:
90 minute guided tour with  

10 tastings (enough food for lunch)

Queen Victoria Market shopping bag 

$5 shopping voucher to explore the  

general merchandise sheds.

No more unity on Chinese New Year
By Shane Scanlan

Th e City of Melbourne 
has abandoned its united 
approach to Chinese New 
Year, which critics say has 
undermined the potential 
to build a signifi cant 
international event for 
Victoria.

Th e council in 2014 took action to co-

ordinate marketing and branding of 

city-wide Chinese New Year activities.  It 

facilitated the establishment of Chinese 

New Year United (CNYU), a not-for-profi t 

company, to undertake the task.

In May 2016 a council report said: “A ‘whole 

of Melbourne’ approach is the preferred 

structural and funding model. Th e preferred 

City of Melbourne position in respect of 

potential future council funding of Chinese 

New Year is that such a request is considered 

through one application via the Triennial 

Sponsorship Program.”

On September 4, the council released its 

2017-2020 events funding, which shows 

funding going to both:

 ■ Melbourne Chinese New Year Festival 

(Dai Loong); and

 ■ Chinese New Year Melbourne Festival 

(CNYU).

In the lead-up to last October’s council 

election Dai Loong was secretly funded 

$100,000 for the 2017 festival.

CBD News understands that councillors 

buckled under political pressure brought 

to bear by the Chinatown-based Dai Loong 

Association, run by Eng Lim.

Miss Lim was never comfortable with the 

united model proposed by the council. 

She refused to talk about the matter with 

CBD News, other to say she was pleased to 

have the endorsed support of the City of 

Melbourne.

Miss Lim wrote to the council in June 2016 

asking for direct funding for the 2017 event. 

She said Dai Loong was resigning from 

CNYU and outlined a litany of allegations of 

impropriety against it.

CBD News understands that council 

management replied that this was not 

possible because the council had previously 

resolved that all funding would come via 

CNYU.

However, in the lead up to last year’s 

election, councillors back-fl ipped in a 

confi dential council meeting and agreed to 

fund Dai Loong.

CBD News understands that Team Doyle 

number one election ticket councillor 

position holder, Cr Kevin Louey, was 

instrumental in this decision.

A Victoria University (VU) study found that 

this year’s CNYU festival generated up to 

$27.8 million for the Victorian economy.

Th e VU team found that an investment of 

$925,283 by CNYU generated an economic 

benefi t of between $22.7 million and $27.8 

million.

“Th is is a large economic impact well 

above the initial cost of investment,” the VU 

report says. “Th is impact also leads to the 

development of approximately 3800 to 4600 

equivalent one-year jobs.”

In her fi nal annual report as chair of 

CNYU, Jane Nathan, commented that the 

councillors’ back-fl ip in 2016 created “an 

enormous amount of extra work”.

Ms Nathan said: “Th e unfortunate reduction 

in overall support, based on a decision from 

the Melbourne councillors to undo the co-

ordinated approach and leave Dai Loong to 

manage Chinatown as their president Eng 

Lim believed that only Chinatown should be 

the focus for CNY did create an enormous 

amount of extra work.”

Th e City of Melbourne refuses to reveal the 

extent of the new funding round, but CBD 

News understands it is $100,000 to each 

group.

CNYU board member John Forman said the 

actual levels of council funding was not the 

issue.

“It’s the message it sends potential sponsors 

that is the problem,” he said. “Th ey can well 

be forgiven for being confused about who 

they are dealing with.”

He said, despite the set back, a new 

representative board was in place and he 

remained confi dent that Chinese New 

Year in Melbourne would grow into an 

international event.

Former councillor Ken Ong, a supporter of 

the united approach, told CBD News it was 

a shame the Chinese New Year festivities 

across Melbourne were likely to lose 

momentum because of the split.  

He said this would fortify Sydney’s pre-

eminent position in the eyes of the 

international community.

A photo from January 2016 shows tell-tale body language 

between (from left) Federation of Chinese Associations 

president Junxi Su, former CNYU chair Jane Nathan and 

Dai Loong's Eng Lim.
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Even more government!
By Shane Scanlan

Locals were introduced to a 
new concept in government 
on September 13 with the fi rst 
Inner Metro Assembly at Albert 
Park.

Some 200 people from the municipalities 

of Melbourne, Yarra and Port Phillip 

participated in a two-hour session that 

attempted to set priorities for the "region".

And while there was no shortage of ideas, 

many participants left the evening still not 

clear about the purpose of the event.

Th e State Government, however, seems 

deadly serious about establishing its new 

“Metropolitan Partnerships”. Five ministers 

attended, and it would have been six had 

local MP Martin Foley not been ill. 

In attendance were Treasurer Tim Pallas, 

Planning Minister Richard Wynne, Special 

Minister of State Gavin Jennings, Minister for 

Families and Children Jenny Mikakos and 

Minister for Suburban Development Lily 

D’Ambrosio.

Th e concept appears to fl ow from a desire to 

transplant to the city a model that has been 

successful in country Victoria for decades.

In opposition Ms D’Ambrosio was the 

ALP’s spokesperson for suburbs but was 

without a department when the government 

came to power in 2014.  Th e Metropolitan 

Partnerships followed the establishment of a 

Ministry for Suburban Development.

Special Minister for State Gavin Jennings 

is driving the specifi cs of how the 

partnerships/assemblies work.

Pointedly, he said, when summing up the 

evening, that the assembly was not intended 

to “trod on the role of local government”. 

“We believe there are issues that fall between 

the levels of state and local government,” he 

said.

An Inner Melbourne Action Plan (IMAP) 

already exists and comprises the three 

municipalities as well as the City of 

Stonnington.  Th is group meets four times 

a year to “develop and deliver regionally-

based actions”.

Th e Inner Metro Assembly intends to meet 

annually for the next three years.  When 

introducing the evening, chairman Tony 

Keenan said: “It is not a replacement of 

other processes and it is certainly not a 

replacement of local government.”

A core group of handpicked representatives 

comprise the “partnership”.  Supporting 

Mr Kennan are seven “community and 

business” representatives, a government 

deputy secretary and the CEOs of the 

participating municipalities.  Municipal 

CEOs are traditionally servants of elected 

representatives, so it is interesting that they 

are being asked to help set a political agenda.

And, at least in the case of the Inner Metro 

Partnership, it is diffi  cult to identify a 

“business” representative. Mr Keenan is 

CEO of a housing charity and deputy chair 

Robyn Miller is a social worker and family 

therapist. Among the six other community 

representatives are the director of Australia’s 

fi rst pride centre, academics, the chair of 

Native Titles Services Victoria, a lawyer and 

the CEO of Destination Melbourne.

Th e “partnership” pre-prepared 11 

“priorities” on which assembly members 

were asked to vote (on a fi ve-unit scale).  

Th e priorities can be summarised as: 

innovation; airport rail link; housing; 

rough sleeping; indigenous cultural centre; 

indigenous children; disabled access; 

greening; sustainability; microgrids and co-

ordinated walking and cycling routes.

In the second exercise of the evening, tables 

were asked to nominate their own issues.  

Th ese proposals were also put to the vote.

But voting was not anonymous.  Participants 

were issued electronic devices which were 

registered to their names.  Presumably, 

the government has access to how each 

participant voted throughout the evening.

Th e fi ndings are to be presented to the State 

Government by Ms D’Ambrosio.

Th e government has a lot of work to 

do to establish this concept.  Tellingly, 

more participants did not know how the 

partnership would work on their behalf after 

the session than at the start of the evening.

Government ministers (from left) Tim Pallas, Lily D'Ambrosio, Richard Wynne, Jenny Mikakos and Gavin Jennings.

Forum 
Theatre 
revamped
Th e CBD’s historic 
Forum Th eatre has been 
transformed into a highly 
functional venue with its 
original heritage preserved.

Th e entrance foyer carpet has been 

removed, revealing 200,000 mosaic tiles 

and polished marble stairs.

Th ree new bars have also been added to 

the theatre. 

Th e new design also features hydraulic 

adjustable-height theatre fl ooring and 

a vehicle-accessible lift to cater for the 

variety of events.

Th e revamped Forum Th eatre can 

accommodate 250-550 people for dinner, 

400-1500 for cocktail events and up to 800 

for presentations. 

“Having lived and experienced the 

space for a long time, when it came to 

undertake the work we knew exactly what 

we wanted to achieve,” Jason Marriner, 

CEO and co-owner of Forum’s owner 

Marriner Group, said.

“Now complete, we’re thrilled with the 

outcome, and very pleased to off er the 

space to our patrons and guests as a fi rst 

class, highly functional venue.”

No need to replace your windows or doors.
We will install our Secondary Glazed window to your existing  
Windows and Doors.  

Half the price of replacement Double Glazing.

Up to 70% Noise Reduction can be achieved.

Reduce heat loss by 50%  

Over 22 years in Business.

Free No Obligation On Site Quotations.

Watch Our before & After Video Demonstration www.stopnoise.com.au

Call us anytime on 1800 880 844  

SOUNDPROOF YOUR EXISTING WINDOWS & DOORS
IF YOUR EXPERIENCING CONSTRUCTION, TRAFFIC & CITY NOISE WE HAVE THE SOLUTION FOR YOU.
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Plenty of gems buried in the fi ne print

For ASX-listed companies, the 
full-year profi t results each 
August are the most scrutinised 
document of the year. 

For some strange reason though, the 

equivalent document from councils or 

other levels of government is often ignored, 

with far more attention given instead to the 

annual budget in May.

Th e budget just predicts what you’d like to 

do, but the annual fi nancials actually tell you 

what happened.

And so it went at City of Melbourne this year 

when the 2016-17 fi nancials were released, 

debated and then approved at a special 

council meeting on September 5, largely 

passing without comment.

Sadly, the 5pm meeting didn’t even last for 

seven minutes – it was “long and drawn out”, 

the Lord Mayor joked as he wrapped up 

proceedings at 5.07pm.

Finance chair and deputy lord mayor 

Arron Wood gave a brief insightful speech, 

including confi rming that the majority of the 

$98 million City of Melbourne surplus was 

“largely due to the asset sale of City Square”.

Th ere’s yet to be a public announcement 

about this second biggest asset sale in the 

city’s history – behind the $230 million 

disposal of the electricity business in the 

mid-1990s – but the fi nancials do disclose 

asset sales of $62.7 million, which was well 

north of the $20.6 million City Square book 

value. Indeed, note 8 on page 29 of the 

accounts clearly states: “Th e net gain mainly 

relates to compulsory acquisition of City 

Square assets by Melbourne Metro Rail.”

Perhaps an announcement will come when 

the cash actually arrives as it is still being 

recorded as accrued income in the 2016-17 

fi nancial statements.

It is not yet clear what will happen when 

the CBD South train station is completed 

underneath City Square, but presumably 

council will manage the street level activities.

For now, council has clearly negotiated a 

cash windfall from the State Government 

which will eff ectively be reinvested in the 

$250 million overhaul of the Queen Victoria 

Market. Cr Wood told the special council 

meeting $75 million had now been set aside 

in the QVM Renewal Fund.

Here are a few other interesting points from 

2016-17 City of Melbourne fi nancials:

 ■ Wholly-owned services company 

Citywide has stabilised its performance 

after a few tough years, delivering 

a healthy surplus of $9.64 million 

on revenue of $241 million. About 

$38 million was received from City 

of Melbourne on the vital “civil 

infrastructure contract” which expires in 

2018 and will be important for Citywide 

to retain. Citywide’s net cash held rose 

by $8.15 million and the company now 

reports net assets of $92.4 million with 

no debt. It could easily be raided to help 

fi nance the QVM project given council is 

forecasting a sharp rise in debt through 

until 2022.

 ■ Rates and charges revenue jumped from 

$243.8 million in 2015-16 to a healthy 

$262.1 million in 2016-17, which was 

$5 million ahead of budget courtesy of 

more apartment development than was 

forecast.

 ■ Th e consolidated gross cash holdings 

at year end rose from $88.3 million to 

$104.4 million, although you need to net 

off  the $30.5 million debt to the Federal 

Government’s Clean Energy Finance 

Corporation to get net cash of $73.9 

million. Council calls $45.9 million of this 

cash “restricted”, the bulk of it being the 

$37.7 million from developers which must 

legally be spent on open space. 

 ■ Th e operating result at QVM deteriorated 

with a $2.24 million loss in 2016-17, 

including negative cash fl ow of $1.03 

million. Th is is unlikely to include 

any payout to former CEO Malcolm 

McCullough who departed in early July. 

Council is clearly trying to ease the pain 

for stallholders who paid licence fees 

of $17.1 million for the year, down from 

$18.2 million in 2015-16.

 ■ Council’s WorkCover bill jumped from 

$615,000 to $1.5 million. Including 

Citywide and QVM, the total WorkCover 

bill jumped from $2.62 million to $4.05 

million.

 ■ Council has $16.4 million of intangible 

assets relating to software sitting on its 

balance sheet, whilst Citywide is still 

valuing $22 million of goodwill from 

various acquisitions over the past decade 

as an intangible asset.

 ■ Th e buoyant property market saw 

council’s land holdings revalued by 

$152.8 million to $2.017 billion, whilst 

the net worth of its buildings only went 

up from $340 million to $362.3 million 

and total infrastructure assets rose by $34 

million to $1.446 billion.

All up, the city remains in rude fi nancial 

health and has plenty of capacity to crank 

up capital works over the coming decade, 

although the size and scale of the QVM 

project means that debt is on the horizon.

Stephen Mayne is a former City of Melbourne 

councillor who chaired the Finance and 

Governance Committee from 2012 until 2016.

hockingstuart.com.au

The experts in property 
management. 

At hockingstuart Melbourne, we fully understand 
your expectations as a property investor. Our 
designated leasing consultants make sure that all 
properties in our care are leased in a timely manner, 
for the optimal amount and by suitable tenants who 
will care for the property and treat it respectfully.

To fi nd out more about how hockingstuart ensures 
you will maximise your investment property returns, 
call Kim Davey on 0418 924 324.

Melbourne
offi  ce

By Stephen 
Mayne



6    CBD NEWS    ISSUE 36

WIN
HP ProBook 

450 G4HPHP
4545

okokroBroB
G4G4
BB okokooo

 

 
 

*Model Z3Y45PA. 
#The competition will be drawn on Friday, 1 December 2017 at 10:00 am 

reet, Melbourne, and the winner’
w.digiworld.com.au/win

 

 

#.  
To enter the competition, simply sign up online 
to our newsletter, before 30 November 2017
Go to www.digiworld.com.au/win or scan 
the QR code below. You must have a current 
ABN to qualify.

9663 6699Digiworld sells business IT hardware and software. And we’re just down the road, so why not call us.

City of Melbourne councillor 
fi rst-term report card
Th is month the Melbourne City 
Council will be one year into its 
four-year term. CBD News gives 
councillors a report card on 
their performance to date.

Lord Mayor Robert Doyle

Staked his lord mayoralty on tackling rough 

sleeping and succeeding with the Queen 

Victoria Market (QVM) redevelopment. 

Started the year with a clumsy attempt to 

modify a local law to tackle rough sleeping 

which provoked universal outrage. Set aside 

28 days for public consultation in February. 

Proposal has only just resurfaced, with Cr 

Doyle managing to save face with support 

from police and state government.

Also doing better now on QVM. Has all but 

one councillor on-side and, more crucially, 

has the support of Premier Andrews. Should 

achieve this.

If he can stay healthy, should have a 

successful term.

Deputy Lord Mayor Arron Wood

An ascending star. Th riving in the role and 

growing in confi dence. Would be a diff erent 

story if Team Doyle did not command a 

majority in the chamber, as he’s not prone 

to subtle persuasion or diplomacy. Critics 

say he’s too stretched with a young family 

and a business to put in the required time.  

Should be well positioned to make a call on 

potential future political roles by the end of 

the term.

Cr Susan Riley

Th e former deputy was a late inclusion, 

being called out of (forced) retirement 

by VCAT president Justice Greg Garde at 

the conclusion of the (former councillor) 

Brook Wandin saga.  Working hard as usual 

representing the council at functions (one 

of the few!).  More independent in thought 

this time around.  Loving the opportunity to 

extend her career.

Cr Kevin Louey

Another long-term player, Cr Louey 

continues to quietly work in the shadows for 

constituents. Not to be underestimated.

Cr Nicholas Reece

Getting the hang of it.  Has come a long way 

since being thrown in the deep end as chair 

of planning.  Skilled at getting by at a highest 

level, but not putting in the required time to 

truly master the portfolio.  Still to reveal why 

he bothered becoming a councillor.

Cr Tessa Sullivan

Yet to make a contribution – unless you 

count the $50,000 she donated to Team 

Doyle at the beginning.  Th is number jumps 

to $130,000 if you join the dots between 

Cr Sullivan and her Linlithgow Rd, Toorak 

neighbour Ting Li, who stumped up $80,000 

for the campaign.

Cr Philip Le Liu

Another newcomer fi nding his way, Cr Le 

Liu is making slow but steady progress. 

Naturally cautious, he is not yet comfortable 

in the spotlight. As the former Liberal 

candidate for Melbourne, at least he is 

upfront about his motivation.

Cr Nicholas Francis Gilley

An accidental councillor, he’s a fast learner. 

Wears his heart on his sleeve and will make 

plenty of friends when articulating the 

injustice of any number of social causes.  

Seems determined to stay above the detail 

and trust the offi  cers implicitly. Along for the 

ride.

Cr Rohan Leppert

Th e brightest and hardest working. 

Disciplined and focused, Cr Leppert 

continues to impress.  Th e master of detail 

advances his Greens manifesto by sheer 

weight of intellect.  Principled, rather than 

populist, Cr Leppert often fi nds himself 

explaining unpopular planning decisions to 

angry residents.  Here for the long haul.

Cr Cathy Oke

A three-term veteran, Cr Oke maintains 

her cheerfulness and never misses an 

opportunity to advocate for the environment. 

Steady and reliable.

Cr Jackie Watts

Cr Watts often fi nds herself in the “naughty 

corner”.  Bereft of allies, she tries hard but 

has limited capacity to be eff ective. Makes it 

look hard.

A tale of two 
deceptions
Crimestoppers last month 
sent CBD News reports of two 
quite disparate deceptions.

Top End

Th is smartly dressed couple is alleged 

to have stayed at a luxury hotel for fi ve 

nights in June, racking up a $7000 bill 

before paying with a stolen credit card 

and disappearing.

Th e man is perceived to have an olive 

complexion and is aged in his 50s. He 

had dark hair and wore a tan suit with 

black shoes.  Th e woman is perceived 

to Caucasian and in her 30s with long 

blonde hair and glasses. She wore a red 

buttoned-up blazer and black skirt.

Bottom End

Th is gentleman is wanted for questioning 

over a spending spree with a stolen card 

on July 17 at several convenience stores.  

Pictured below with soft drink and snacks, 

police say his haul amounted to $360.

He is described as Caucasian in 

appearance and in his late teens to early 

20s. He was wearing all black clothing 

with red runners and carrying a blue bag.

Contact www.crimestoppersvic.com.au

or 1800 333 000.
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New rough sleeping protocol signed
By Sunny Liu 

Th e City of Melbourne has 
quietly backed away from its 
controversial proposal to tackle 
rough sleeping via amending 
its local laws dealing with 
camping.

Instead, on September 26 it announced an 

agreed protocol with Victoria Police which it 

believes can address rough sleeping within 

current law.

Th e protocol, under the current Activities 

Local Law 2009, allows homeless people 

to keep their belongings “to a reasonable 

minimum”, with two carry bags, a blanket, 

sleeping bag or pillow.

Camps, including structures such as 

mattresses, furniture and tents, will still be 

removed by the council. 

Belongings left behind, which have impact 

on amenity and public space use, will also be 

removed. 

In January, during the Australian Open, 

Victoria Police and council impounded 

homeless camps outside Flinders Street 

Station, removing camping structures and 

making several arrests.

Lord Mayor Robert Doyle said the council 

could better tackle homelessness under 

current local laws. 

“I think it’s fair to say that the diff erence 

between today and January is that we 

are using our existing bylaws far more 

eff ectively, particularly around amenity and 

obstruction,” Cr Doyle said. 

Th e City of Melbourne’s earlier proposed 

local law amendment would have changed 

the defi nition of camping and allowed 

council offi  cers to remove any unattended 

belongings of rough sleepers, who would 

then have to pay a $388 fi ne to retrieve their 

possessions.

Th e proposal sparked almost universal 

outrage and condemnation.  Council 

received 2556 submissions on the matter, 

with some 90 per cent in opposition.

But, according to Cr Doyle, the local law 

amendment has not been completely 

scrapped.  

“While we proposed earlier a diff erent bylaw, 

this protocol is working. But nevertheless we 

will come back in six months’ time and if it 

doesn’t continue to work over the months, 

then we will take further action. But at the 

moment we are happy that what we are 

doing is actually working,” he said. 

Th e council has spent an additional $490,000 

on four new local law offi  cers, increasing 

total local law staff  to 34 members. 

Victoria Police will support the local law 

offi  cers if safety risks arise.

Victoria Police’s chief commissioner Graham 

Ashton said he had been “pleased” with the 

protocol so far.

“Our offi  cers are reporting a very good 

working relationship with the compliance 

offi  cers from the City of Melbourne and so 

far it’s been going well,” he said.

“We’ve been getting onto early intervention, 

bringing the support services in much more 

quickly and getting very good results. We 

are looking forward to continuing with the 

protocol,” Mr Ashton said. 

Th e state’s homelessness peak body, Council 

to Homeless Persons, has welcomed the 

decision.

“Th e City of Melbourne has supported 

several initiatives over the past few months 

that are making a positive diff erence,” Jenny 

Smith, Council to Homeless Persons’ CEO, 

said.

“We welcome the Lord Mayor’s 

announcement that he will continue to 

progress initiatives that assist people who are 

homeless, and not bring a vote on bylaws to 

a council meeting this year,” Ms Smith said.

Police Commissoner Graham Ashton supports Lord Mayor Robert Doyle in announcing a rough sleeping protocol.
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“Eating Together, Talking Together, Living in Community: 

What the early Christian movement can teach us” 

St Michael’s Uniting Church and the Progressive Christian Network of Victoria in collaboration with  

Common Dreams on the Road are proud to present a lecture series by distinguished American theologian and writer 

Professor Hal Taussig.

Professor Taussig will explore the fascinating story uncovered by recent research of the early Christian movement and why 

that is relevant to Christianity today. 

7PM FRIDAY, 27 OCTOBER and 10AM – 4PM SATURDAY, 28 OCTOBER 

Registration is essential (as this is a catered event).  

The easiest way to register is online at www.haltaussig.eventbrite.com.au.

St Michael’s Uniting Church
120 COLLINS ST MELBOURNE - WWW.STMICHAELS.ORG.AU

Love is in the air
Th ere was plenty of love in the Flagstaff  Gardens on September 21.

Melbourne City Mission’s Youth Action 

Group (YAG) was out in force, reassuring 

passers-by that world is a beautiful place but 

it can be improved with more compassion.

Th e “Compassion Booth” was established 

in recognition of International Day of Peace 

and Non-Violence and its 2017 theme 

“Respect, Safety and Dignity for All”.

Spokesperson Elvis Miller said the event was 

designed to spark a conversation amongst 

Victoria’s youth.

“We’re encouraging understanding 

between diverse groups to inspire acts of 

compassion,” Mr Miller said.

He said the group had narrowed its focus to 

issues surrounding gender; race and culture; 

homelessness; indigenous rights; mental 

health and LGBTIQ+.

“We aspire to create a sense of unity within 

the community,” Mr Miller said.

Youth Action Group in action at Flagstaff  Gardens.

CBD busking 
shakeup proposed
Th e City of Melbourne is 
reassessing its position on 
proposed changes to the 
busking guideline that include 
a public audition and the 
expiry of some busking permits.

A recommendation to its September 19 

Future Melbourne Committee meeting 

proposed the introduction of a new Busking 

Handbook including a public-audition-

rewarded new premium busking permit for 

popular locations such as Bourke St Mall, 

Swanston St and Elizabeth St.

Under the proposed new guideline, 41 

existing busking permits will not be reissued, 

including for vendors selling fl owers, 

handmade jewelleries, calligraphy, portraits, 

photography, balloon sculptures and other 

merchandises and animal performances.

Temporary permits will be provided for 

visiting buskers.  An additional street 

entertainment permit for temporary 

activities will be available for performers 

who bring entertaining and engaging 

activities.

Th e proposed handbook also aims to address 

issues such as sound management.

A noise measurement app is proposed to 

reduce noise and meet agreed noise limits. 

Amplifi ed speakers may not be approved at 

certain areas to control noise.

But councillors voted to have another look at 

the issue following harsh criticism from the 

buskers themselves.  Th e matter has been 

deferred for a month.

Melbourne busker Mike Wetzel, who has 

been busking on the streets for 28 years, 

told the meeting that he opposed the 

proposed public auditions.

“I think that’s wrong. It’s not a gong 

show. It’s obvious the council doesn’t 

want the auditions in council buildings 

… but I don’t think how many people 

applauded should determine whether or 

not somebody gets granted the permit,” 

he said.

“As far as I’m concerned, it’s a little bit 

degrading,” Mr Wetzel said.

Th e Lord Mayor hit back and asked Mr 

Wetzel whether he thought the concept of 

audience was irrelevant to busking.

“What we are trying to do is protect areas 

for good buskers. Are you saying, forget 

about that, just throw it open?” Cr Doyle 

asked Mr Wetzel. 

Busker Chris Th rum and CBD News 

music columnist also told the council the 

public auditions were not necessary. 

“Th ey may have created a solution to a 

problem that wasn’t there … the feedback 

I’m getting is that people are discouraged 

by this extra step. For that, I disagree with 

this approach,” he said.

Cr Doyle said: “One thing I love in this 

plan is that the community can have their 

say on who gets the coveted premium 

busking permits via a new public 

auditions process which will raise the 

profi le of our street performers while 

increasing the awareness of local talent.”

Live music application
By James Manton
Murmur cocktail bar in Warburton Lane 

has applied to change its permit to allow 

for amplifi ed piano music at the venue.

Located above Portello Rosso restaurant, 

the bar has applied for planning permission 

for music between 7pm and 11pm from 

Tuesday to Th ursday and 7pm to 12.30am 

on Friday and Saturday.

An acoustic report by Renzo Tonin and 

Associates attached to the application 

says the piano should be “in excess of two 

metres from an external window” so as to 

minimise noise.
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CELEBRATE AT MELBOURNE’S HOTEL BAR OF THE YEAR
Discover Melbourne’s most discerning rooftop 
bar with a city skyline view at the Paris end of 

Little Collins Street.

Terrace Bar, at Sheraton Melbourne Hotel, was 
awarded ‘Hotel Bar of the Year’ at the 2016 TAA 

Awards for Excellence.

To celebrate, Terrace Bar has partnered with 
Champagne Bollinger to bring you a new look, 
spring tapas menu including its signature food & 

Bollinger pairing.

Add superb city views, alfresco surrounds, 
great cocktails and you’re guaranteed a visit to 
remember.

Open Tuesday - Saturday from 4pm.

Happy Hour 4pm - 7pm

Enquire about Events on (03) 9290 1000  
or email Sales&Marketing.03627@sheraton.com

Find out more at  
sheratonmelbourne.com/terracebar

Level 3, Sheraton Melbourne Hotel | 27 Little Collins Street, Melbourne, VIC 3000 | @SheratonMelbourne #SheratonMelbourne

The CBD is an English classroom 
By David Amaya

For thousands of overseas 
students, Melbourne’s CBD is 
a hub to improve their English 
and experience a new life. 

Felipe Cotrino and Ali Almazani are from 

diff erent countries with diff erent cultures, 

but they share something in common: they 

travelled thousands of kilometres to come to 

Melbourne to learn English and to get new 

skills for their professional future. 

Both are among the 13,000 people with 

student visas who chose to study English in 

Melbourne during the fi rst semester of 2017, 

according to the Australian Government 

Department of Education and Training.

Th e department’s statistics further show that 

35 schools off ered English language services 

in Melbourne. As many of those education 

providers are located in the centre of the 

city, the CBD has become a huge English 

classroom for students like Mr Cotrino and 

Mr Almazani. 

“I learn grammar at school but the best way 

to improve my listening and my speaking 

is outside the building,” said Mr Cotrino, 

a Colombian student who arrived in 

Melbourne two years ago. 

Activities such as dinners and walks improve 

his English and he enjoys the Melbourne 

lifestyle. 

‘“Sometimes I go to a bar in King St that 

every Wednesday organises an English 

conversation club,” Mr Cotrino said.

He explained that speakers wore on their 

shirt a small fl ag of their country to identify 

their nationality to possible new friends. 

“It is an informal activity where people are 

drinking some beers and eating something 

in a friendly environment that make you feel 

comfortable to speak in English regardless of 

your level,” he said. 

Mr Almazani, who came from Saudi Arabia 

one year ago, enjoys these kinds of activities 

as well. He usually attends the English 

conversation clubs in local CBD churches.   

“Th e experience in the CBD obligates me 

to understand the accent of people from 

diff erent cultures,” Mr Almazani said. 

He said he could easily understand 

the accents of people from Turkey and 

Colombia, whereas Mr Cotrino is more able 

to understand Japanese and Th ai accents. 

Even thought Mr Almazani doesn’t live in 

the CBD, he spends most of his time in here 

and it has been the reason why his second 

language skills have improved. 

“I live in a suburb located 30 minutes by 

train. I don’t see too many people to speak 

with in my neighbourhood but the CBD 

is the heart of everything and I can go any 

cafe or park and start a conversation with 

someone new,” he said. 

Mr Cotrino lives in the CBD which allows 

him to be in contact with overseas people all 

of the time. 

“My fl atmates are from the Philippines and 

Italy so we are obliged to communicate in 

English,” he said.  

He also said living in the CBD made his life 

easier. “I don’t spend time or money on 

transportation to go to school and also my 

job is close to my home,” Mr Cotrino said. 

Felipe Cotrino and Ali Almazani have discovered the universality of speaking English.

Fancy a swim in the Yarra? 
By Sean Car

Not-for-profi t group Yarra 
Pools has released a concept 
for a fl oating swimming pool in 
the Yarra River in the turning 
basin near Enterprize Park. 

Th e concept’s brainchildren, environmental 

scientist Michael O’Neill and Yarra Swim 

Co president Matt Stewart, believe the 

initiative will help breathe life back into 

the Northbank and create a year-round 

attraction for locals and tourists. 

Mr O’Neill said direct existing pedestrian 

links via Queens Bridge and between Crown 

Promenade and the Aquarium placed 

Northbank in the most advantageous 

position to the potential new pool.  

Stage one of Yarra Pools’ three-stage 

concept includes plans for an enclosed 25m 

controlled water pool, a kid’s pool, fi shing 

pontoon, fl oating wetlands, events kiosk, 

café and changing facilities.

With stage one estimated at around $8 

million, Mr O’Neill told CBD News that Yarra 

Pools had set its timeline for opening the 

pool in time for summer in 2019. 

He said that, while the response to the idea 

had been very positive, the project still had 

to overcome a number of regulatory and 

funding challenges.  

“Because we’re on and off  water you have 

people in charge of diff erent areas so we very 

much see ourselves as positive disruptors if 

you wanted to use a better word,” he said. 

“It is pushing all of the regulatory regimes 

from water quality through to planning. It’s 

kind of working out a way of getting all of 

these groups together to sort of start having 

these conversations.”

A range of user groups and stakeholders 

will now assess the concept before students 

from RMIT University will be handed the 

challenge of coming up with designs for the 

project early next year. 

With a detailed concept, design and business 

case expected to be fi nalised by April 2018, it 

is hoped construction of stage one will start 

in April 2019 subject to funding. 

Positioned in the widest part of the lower 

Yarra, the turning basin was a popular 

swimming spot in early Melbourne and also 

possesses great historical signifi cance as the 

founding place of our great city. 

However, despite its rich history Enterprize 

Park has become neglected and Mr O’Neill 

said a swimming pool was just the thing that 

could help breathe life back into the area. 

Lord Mayor Robert Doyle described the 

concept as an intriguing proposal that could 

prove to be “a wonderful addition to our city”. 

Michael O'Neill will speak at a walking tour 

of Southbank, which begins at Enterprize 

Park on Sunday, October 8. For more 

information about the event and the pool 

concept visit yarrapools.com

A render of the Yarra Pools concept. 
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Established in 1968 Whittles is the largest Australian 
owned strata management company and widely 
recognised  for its experienced staff and the provision 
of professional strata management services nationally.  
With specialist expertise in prestigious high-rise 
buildings, marinas, commercial and residential, Whittles 
is proud to be part of Melbourne CBD.

Car-stacker 
inferno fears
City residents fear the collapse 
of a neighbouring proposed 
high-rise development if it is 
allowed to proceed because it 
will be built on the city’s biggest 
car-stacking system.

Residents at 99 Spring St point out that the 

Metropolitan Fire Brigade (MFB) earlier this 

year issued a safety guideline recommending 

banning LPG-fuelled vehicles from 

Automated Vehicle Parking Systems (AVPS).

“But there’s no way of stopping anyone 

parking any type of car in these systems 

– including LPG fuelled,” said owners 

corporation member George Beaumont. 

Th e residents have been battling the 

construction of a Golden Age-owned tower 

at 85 Spring St.

At least the fi rst fi ve levels of the Little-

Collins St side of the tower houses the 

proposed giant AVPS. Mr Beaumont said it 

was not unrealistic to imagine an inferno 

within the AVPS damaging the structural 

integrity of the proposed 39-level tower.  

“Th e whole thing could collapse on our 

building,” he said.

Mr Beaumont said there were similarities 

between the emerging AVPS issue and the 

non-compliant fl ammable cladding problem 

facing the nation.

He said, because the systems were not illegal, 

there was no planning reason to refuse a 

permit.  Similarly, because they are not 

referenced in the building code, there was no 

reason not to issue a building permit.

“Th e Planning Ministry is telling us that 

safety is not a planning issue,” he said.

An MFB spokesperson said: “To date, MFB 

has not responded to any fi res involving 

Automated Vehicle Parking Systems.”

“However, both MFB and manufacturing 

companies recommend that alternative 

fuel vehicles do not use these facilities as, in 

the event of a fi re, these fuels may increase 

the severity. Designers should explore 

possible ways in which this restriction 

can be enforced, monitored and managed 

throughout the life of the building.”

Mr Beaumont said designers should not be 

responsible for a building's safety.

A spokesperson for Planning Minister 

Richard Wynne said: “All buildings in Victoria 

are constructed to national standards, 

including fi re safety regulations. It’s the 

Government’s expectation that all approved 

permits adhere to those standards.”George Beaumont fears an inferno
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Artist urges rethink for the bay
By Rhonda Dredge

Beautiful images of plant life 
washed into the bay, each 
with its place of collection 
labeled, its death throes, its 
disentanglement, posing 
questions, suggestive of 
whimsical ideas, bearing the 
cross of humans, fl oating away.

Th ese are some of the sentiments expressed 

by Rosie Weiss, whose show Th ese Trees are 

Falling into the Sea and Other Stories was at 

Fortyfi vedownstairs in September. 

Weiss lives in Rosebud and this makes her 

a keen observer of Port Phillip Bay and its 

suff ering since dredging began. 

Th e tendency for political decision-making 

to be compartmentalised has made it 

imperative for her to get her message across 

to as wide an audience as possible.

Fortyfi vedownstairs in Flinders Lane is run 

by arts commentator Mary Lou Jelbart, who 

is responsive to the wider issues that drive 

artists beyond the careerism, which tends to 

dominate the CBD art scene.

“I have a predilection for artists who have an 

agenda,” she says. Th e not-for-profi t gallery 

often showcases the concerns of the city’s 

citizens for the passing of the old world, 

be they historic shop fronts, endangered 

species, coastal reserves or, more recently, 

the home places of refugees. 

Th e Weiss show, in particular, proves that 

artists in the regions are doing both relevant 

and lyrical work that deserves to have wide 

exposure in the city.

Weiss has documented beaches around 

the entire bay from Point Nepean to Point 

Lonsdale by sampling plant fl otsam at 52 

diff erent locations over an 18-month period.

Th e research project, based on both objective 

and imaginative responses, makes her a 

passionate observer of the forces at work. 

“I knew my side of the bay around Rosebud 

well. I knew Portsea had gone. Last year 

I went to St Leonards. Th e cliff  was raw 

and washed away. On Flukerpost (an 

environmental monitoring site) I saw an 

image from before the dredging. Th is was 

fragmentation of the landscape.”

Worse, at Observatory Point at Point Nepean 

in 2015, she actually saw the degradation at 

work. Trees were falling into the sea. 

“Th e water rushes past. Th ere’s really nice 

bush at the entrance. Th e beach changed 

due to an extreme erosion event. I went 

every day. Th e trees were washed away.  Th ey 

took a week to disappear.“

Weiss phoned the conservation department 

and was told this happened every year but 

she began thinking of the impact of dredging 

along with global warming. 

Climate experts have now put a fi gure on the 

potential changes in the bay. Predictions at 

the recent environmental hearing into the 

rail tunnel predicted a rise of 0.8 metres in 

the next 100 years. 

Weiss is opposed to dredging for this reason. 

She wants us to weigh up the impact of 

putting shipping channels above care for the 

coastal reserve. 

“Th e CBD should be aware of the 

repercussions,” Weiss says.

Th e challenge is to see her works as more 

than lovely, ethereal renderings in water 

colour and Chinese ink of insignifi cant 

fragments of our coast in their normal 

wanderings.

Weiss received a grant from the City of 

Melbourne for the show and the gallery was 

supportive. “I don’t want art that’s didactic 

but I really have a preferential for art to 

change thinking,” Jelbart says.

Th e gallery has been operating for 15 years 

and puts on 30-40 shows a year. 

Sandringham. Williamstown.

CHRISTMAS HAMPERS AT THE 
MELBOURNE STAR FROM $99PP

Whether it’s hosting an intimate party for family and friends in your  
very own cabin, or planning a larger affair for end of year  

celebrations, let us treat you to the finest foods at the Melbourne Star!

Call now 03 8688 9688 or email  
privatebookings@melbournestar.com to book or 

visit melbournestar.com for further details
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Finger pointing over 
loss of heritage 
on LaTrobe St
By Shane Scanlan

Residents, councillors and state politicians are pointing fi ngers 
at each other over the failure to protect the historic 488 LaTrobe 
St which is to be demolished to make way for a residential tower.

Residents at the neighbouring low-rise 

Royal Flagstaff  apartments blame Planning 

Minister Richard Wynne for failing to grant 

interim protection when asked by the City of 

Melbourne last May.

“I think Richard Wynne has been grossly 

negligent in his duty and appears to have 

either dismissed or ignored all requests 

(and there have been many!) with regards 

to heritage protection of 488 LaTrobe St. I 

don’t understand why,” said resident Sharon 

Vladusic.

Mr Wynne blames the City of Melbourne, 

pointing out that councillors had the 

opportunity to vote against a development 

proposal which came before them on 

September 20, 2016.

In answer to a question from the Greens 

in Parliament, Mr Wynne said: “I did 

not approve the application of interim 

heritage controls to 488 LaTrobe St as part 

of this amendment (C273), as the council 

had issued a notice of decision for the 

redevelopment of the site which would result 

in total demolition of the building.”

However, councillors say that the planning 

permit was not issued until October and 

there was plenty of time for Mr Wynne to 

act before the matter came before them in 

September.

And, without interim protection from Mr 

Wynne, there were no actual planning 

grounds to oppose the application which has 

now recently been determined in VCAT in 

favour of the developer.

Cr Rohan Leppert said: “It didn’t need to be 

this way. Th e City of Melbourne requested 

heritage controls in May 2016, but the 

request was not acted upon. Now the city has 

lost an interesting and signifi cant part of the 

Latrobe streetscape.”

“I don’t believe that interim heritage controls 

would have compromised the development 

potential of the site. Retention of the front 

parts of the building would still have 

allowed for signifi cant development, but 

with the added public benefi t of a piece of 

Melbourne’s history being preserved.”

But councillors didn’t actually vote for or 

against the application.  Rather, they voted to 

defer the application, knowing that offi  cers 

would grant the application on their behalf.

When proposing the deferral on September 

20, Lord Mayor Robert Doyle said: “Th is 

does not defer it back to council or Future 

Melbourne to determine this matter. 

Th is leaves it in the hands of our offi  cers. 

And, therefore, the offi  cers would make a 

determination – presumably in line with 

their report to us.”

“By deferring it, it is eff ectively delegated to 

our offi  cers to make that recommendation 

which may lead to a VCAT determination,” 

he said.

Cr Leppert actually supported the deferral.  

Th e deferral was opposed by councillors Ken 

Ong, Stephen Mayne and Jackie Watts.

When asked by CBD News why he voted 

for the deferral, Cr Leppert replied: “I 

understood the deferral to be a deferral 

to a future FMC meeting not a referral to 

offi  cers.”

Th e state Greens have now launched an 

online petition calling on Mr Wynne to 

“reverse his decision” and apply heritage 

protection to 488 LaTrobe St.

488-494 LaTrobe St is the 1882 Victorian-era 

Spinks Tinsmiths factory and storefront.  

Multiple heritage studies over many years 

had recommended it for protection.

Th e VCAT members were clear in their 

reason for not including heritage matters 

when determining to support its demolition 

and construction of a 15-level tower in its 

stead.

“Because the Minister for Planning has 

declined to apply interim heritage controls 

over the review site, no permit is required to 

demolish the existing building on the site,” 

members Laurie Hewett and Stephen Axford 

said in their August 25 decision.

Asked by CBD News why he failed to 

provide interim protection between May 

and September 20 when the matter came 

before the council, a spokesperson for Mr 

Wynne said: “Th e City of Melbourne issued 

its demolition order before the Minister 

considered the application for interim 

heritage protection.”

Asked further whether he thought the 

building was deserving of protection, the 

spokesperson did not answer.

A planning application has been made to 

demolish the Batman’s Hill Hotel despite 

a heritage overlay on part of the subject 

property at 607-623 Collins St. 

Vontap, the company that owns the 

property, has sought council approval for the 

demolition but does not wish to comment on 

what its plans for the location are afterwards

Dikstein’s Corner Bar on 433 Little Collins 

St is also the target for a demolition 

application, though the plans of the property 

owner, John Daniels Holdings Pty Ltd, are 

similarly unclear.

DISCOVER  MORE AT  CI T YSESSIONS.COM.AU

SUPPORTED BY CITY PRECINCT

SUPPORTED BYBROUGHT TO YOU BY

Royal Flagstaff  apartments residents blame the State Government for failing to grant heritage protection.
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a celebration of melbourne´s oldest residents

100 portraits of 100 year olds

as part of

The Centenarian Portrait
Project by Teenagers

Join us to see the final works
4 - 17 October

10am - 5pm

Launch: Sunday 8th October 

3.30pm 

The Stables @ The Meat Market 

2 Wreckyn St,

Melbourne, VIC

3051

Don’t expect an end of homelessness
Th e chair of the state’s rough sleeping strategy has cautioned people not to expect an end to rough sleeping on Melbourne’s streets.

Speaking at the Council to Homeless 

Persons’ Victoria Homelessness Conference 

at Melbourne Town Hall on September 

14, Tony Nicholson said seven objectives 

would be recommended when he reports to 

Housing Minister Martin Foley by the end of 

October.

“Keep in mind that the strategy isn’t about 

eliminating homelessness or eliminating 

rough sleeping,” Mr Nicholson said. “It’s 

about doing everything within our power 

to reduce the incidence and the impact of 

rough sleeping.”

He said earlier intervention was needed as 

well as accurate information.

“We will never get anywhere with this task 

until such time as we put in place live, 

interoperable client record management 

systems across service providers,” he said.

He said current systems used by various 

providers could be overlaid with co-

ordinating technology.

Mr Nicholson is the executive director of the 

Brotherhood of St Laurence.

He said other recommendations to 

government would include:

 ■ Greater assertive outreach services in 

suburban and rural areas;

 ■ Better integration of services at the local 

level;

 ■ More, and better, housing options;

 ■ More productive use of volunteers;

 ■ Recognising “the special challenges” of 

country Victoria, where prevalence is high 

and services are scant; and

 ■ Building an evidence base of what works.

Mr Nicholson was appointed in January 

when the government pledged $10 million 

over two years to tackle homelessness.

In May, Mr Nicholson released a “situation 

analysis” of the extent and nature of the 

problem.  

He said the 2016 census fi gures were not 

yet available, but it was understood that 

between 8000 and 9000 people experienced 

homeless in Victoria each year.

“Importantly, and contrary to what you 

might gain out of the media coverage of the 

issue, the majority of people who experience 

rough sleeping in Victoria do so in the 

suburbs and country Victoria,” he said.

“So a minority who experience rough 

sleeping can be found in central Melbourne 

– the CBD and the fringe suburbs.”

“Over time, people who experience rough 

sleeping in the suburbs and the country 

do drift towards the city centre – in part to 

seek services and in part because of the 

radial transport systems and in part simply 

because of the perception that they may be 

able to discord better if they are in central 

Melbourne.”

He said 10 per cent of were homeless 

for more than a year, with 50 per cent 

experiencing homelessness for four weeks.

He said most did not have major health 

issues or any disability.  

“Half are on Newstart or Youth Allowance 

payments from Centrelink,” he said. “Th ey 

are considered by Centrelink to be active in 

the labour market and ready for work.”

Tony Nicholson speaks at the conference.
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Are bollards 
the answer?
By Chelsea Cucinotta

In June this year, fi ve-tonne 
concrete bollards were 
installed in prominent city 
locations including Federation 
Square, Flinders Street Station, 
Southern Cross Station and the 
Queen Victoria Market. 

Th e blocks were installed to prevent future 

vehicle-based terror attacks in CBD hotspots 

similar to the January Bourke Street Mall 

incident, in which six people died.

Questions have been raised however, 

regarding the eff ectiveness of these 

temporary counter-terrorist structures, after 

an Albury man took a wrong turn onto tram 

tracks in Bourke Street Mall a month ago 

despite the existing bollards in place. 

University of Warwick professor in urban 

geography, Jon Coaff ee, said: “Bollards are 

not necessarily the default solution, although 

in some circumstances they are the most 

appropriate responses. But their impact on 

liveability and quality of life issue should be 

considered.”

“Many cities have eff ectively used 

retractable bollards as part of broader traffi  c 

management or pedestrianisation, but 

there have been incidents where emergency 

vehicles have been denied entry, or where 

vehicles have literally been ‘skewered’ on the 

bollards,” he said.

While the government has allocated $10 

million to the project, it is unknown when 

the makeover will take place. 

A City of Melbourne spokesperson said 

the concrete blocks would be replaced by 

permanent treatments once designs were 

fi nalised. 

“Th e bollards and barriers provide improved 

safety for pedestrians. Th e permanent 

treatments will boost security in the CBD, 

while still keeping our city streets attractive,” 

the spokesperson said. 

In the meantime, the interim structures have 

had a Melburnian-makeover, with many now 

decorated in “bollart”. 

A bollard has been covered in Lego in 

“Pieces for Peace” on the corner of Bourke 

and Elizabeth streets, while several 

structures on the corner of Bourke and 

Swanston streets are painted in black and 

red with the political slogan #StopAdani. 

Artist David Gray has also engaged with the 

bollards, creating colourful knitted-covers 

for those at Southern Cross Station. 

Whether or not the new structures will be 

welcomed in the same light and transformed 

into works of public art remains to be seen. 

Th e council spokesperson said: “As a 

member of the Melbourne CBD Security 

Steering Group, we have been working 

closely with State Government and Victoria 

Police on making our city safer.”

“Our number one priority is community 

safety and security, for everyone who visits, 

works and lives in the city.”

Melbourne Festival returns
By James Manton

Th e Melbourne Festival returns 
to the CBD this month as it 
boasts acts and pieces that 
explore humanity and the 
world we live in.

Artistic director Jonathan Holloway 

launched this year’s event – his second – 

with it running over 65 events during the 19 

days.

Th e most prominent piece of the festival 

is likely to be New York performance artist 

Taylor Mac’s A 24-Decade History of Popular 

Music, which explores popular music in 

America through each decade from 1776 to 

2016.

Th e House of Mirrors is also likely to attract 

much attention from festivalgoers as 

Melburnians have the chance to discover 

the 40 tonnes of steel and 15 tonnes of glass 

put together by Melbourne artists Christian 

Wagstaff  and Keith Courtney.

Yang Liping brings her critically acclaimed 

theatre production, Under Siege, to the 

Melbourne Festival this year as she 

retells the old Chinese tale of Farewell My 

Concubine with stunning visuals and like few 

productions seen before.

Two of Australia’s rising music stars come 

together to discuss the experiences that 

shaped their lives and music as half-Asian 

Australians in In Between Two.

If jaw-dropping acrobatic feats with a deeper, 

conceptual undercurrent appeals to you, 

then Backbone performed by Adelaide’s 

Gravity and Other Myths is a must-see 

during the festival as it explores human 

strength in all its forms.

Th e Festival Lounge at the newly renovated 

Forum Th eatre is also worthwhile checking 

out, giving you the opportunity to talk 

to artists and fellow festivalgoers while 

enjoying a drink or two.

And fi nally, it will be diffi  cult to walk 

around the city without noticing the yearly 

Art Trams, sporting diff erent designs from 

diff erent artists throughout Melbourne.

Th e Melbourne Festival runs from October 

4-22.

STREET LIFE

7am Little Bourke St.         Photo by Barry C. Douglas  @ BarryTakesPhotos.com

Gravity and Other Myths brings Backbone.

Taylor Mac's A 24-Decade History of Popular Music is likely the most prominent piece of Melbourne Festival.
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Daily population boom in the city
Some 903,000 people are in the City of Melbourne municipality on an average weekday in 2016, a City of Melbourne population 
estimates report shows.

Residents explore Parliament House

What’s inside one of 
Melbourne’s biggest 
landmarks, Parliament House?

CBD residents’ group EastEnders was 

off ered an exclusive insight into the iconic 

building when members went on a two-hour 

architecture tour on September 1. 

From the Upper House to the library and to 

Queen’s Hall, each corner was constructed 

with amazingly impeccable architectural 

design, which EastEnders had the 

opportunity to admire and learn about the 

building’s rich history.

Parliament House is open for public tours 

on non-sitting weekdays. 

Citizenship 
is in demand
By Shantelle-Ann Marquis

108 Melbourne residents 
offi  cially became citizens on 
August 23.

Since September 2006, more than 6600 

Melbourne residents have become 

citizens and, out of that number, 815 

people had their ceremony after Australia 

Day 2017. 

Th e City of Melbourne has held 10 

citizenship ceremonies and two “super 

ceremonies” to keep up demand from 

new applicants. 

Th e number of applicants has risen from 

60 per month in 2016 to 110-120 per 

month on average this year. 

China has been the biggest contributor 

with 1310 citizens but Indian nationals 

haven’t been far behind with 838 new 

citizens, twice as many since 2015. 

Th e third highest contributor is the United 

Kingdom with 560 citizens since 2006.  

Th ere are 471 new citizens from Malaysia, 

302 from Hong Kong and 254 from 

Indonesia. 

Melbourne is home to people that speak 

260 languages, have 135 diff erent faiths 

come from over 200 countries such as: 

Bangladesh, Brazil, Canada, Ethiopia, 

France, Germany, Iran, Ireland, Italy, 

Japan, Kenya, Oman, Peru, Philippines, 

Slovenia, Spain, Sri Lanka, South Korea, 

Th ailand, Turkey, USA and Vietnam.

Community group members and staff  at Ross House prepare to celebrate the anniversary.

Internal 
fl ood shuts 
building

Happy 30th, Ross House
Th e CBD’s not-for-profi t hub 
Ross House is celebrating its 
30th birthday on October 11.

Being a self-managed and community-

owned building, the Ross House Association 

hosts 93 community groups advocating 

for causes such as social justice and 

environmental protection. 

Th e Flinders Lane building provides 

aff ordable offi  ce spaces, resources and 

collaboration opportunities for its tenants. 

Formerly called Royston House, Ross House 

was purchased and renovated with funds 

from the State Government, philanthropic 

trusts and corporate donations in 1985 and 

opened its doors in 1987. 

Th e 30th anniversary celebrates the diversity 

and contributions of the various community 

groups at Ross House.

“What strikes people on walking into 

Ross House, is the unique atmosphere of 

co-operation created by such a diversity 

of groups in one building,” development 

program manager Amber Moore said. 

“Although our specifi c aims are diff erent, 

the one thing we all have in common is a 

passion for making the world a better place, 

and we do this by working towards social 

change and the removal of disadvantage,” 

she said.

Th ere has been a 6 per cent increase from the 

851,000 daily population in 2014. 

Among the 903,000 people, 136,000 were 

residents, which is up by 11.6 per cent from 

2014. 

Some 384,000 people travel to the city to 

work on a weekday, a 2 per cent increase 

from two years ago.

Th ere are 9.8 per cent more students 

A main water burst at 55 
Swanston St on September 9 
damaged the entire electrical 
system, leading to the closure 
of the offi  ce building.

Tenants were forced to temporary close 

their businesses until further notice due 

to power failure. 

Building manager Johan Fourie said, in a 

notice on the door, that a plumber and an 

electrical engineer had been organised 

to repair the system but a timeframe for 

completion had not been established 

until the extent of the damage was 

assessed. 

studying in the city each weekday, 

reaching 78,000 in 2016. 

Other groups that contribute to the 

city’s daily population number include 

171,000 metropolitan visitors travelling 

for non-work or study purposes, 53,000 

international visitors, 42,000 children 

under 15 years, 35,000 interstate visitors 

and 14,000 regional Victorian visitors. 

Melbourne has seen a signifi cant boom in 

international and interstate tourism, with 

a 17 per cent increase in overseas traveller 

numbers and 14.9 per cent in interstate 

visitors over the past two years.

Th e CBD has the largest growth in resident 

numbers, gaining 4600 more residents from 

2014 to 2016. 

Th e city’s resident population is expected to 

grow by 3.3 per cent each year.

Between 2014 and 2016, 74,000sqm of 

offi  ce space was constructed in the CBD 

and by 2036 more than 549,000 workers are 

estimated to travel to the city on a weekday. 

Student numbers in the city also continue to 

rise, with 125,000 students forecast to travel 

to the city for studies each weekday in 2036.

Pictured right: Eastenders enjoy the tour of Parliament 

House on September 1.
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The aPostles of press pics
Australian photographic royalty is on display at Magnet Gallery 

in Bourke St until October 14.

Called Press Dynasty, the exhibition features 

the work of father and son, Cliff  and Bruce 

Postle.

Bruce Postle made his mark of generations of 

Th e Age readers after moving to Melbourne 

from Queensland. Many of his best are on 

display and for sale.

For gallery principal and former press 

photographer Michael Silver, the quality 

of the off ering is clear: “Bruce Postle is 

Australia’s greatest ever press photographer,” 

he said.

Th e work of Cliff  Postle features natural 

disasters, historical moments and a 

celebration of the human spirit.  Bruce 

followed his dad into the profession at 

Brisbane’s Courier-Mail newspaper.

Th e free exhibition can be viewed at level 2, 

640 Bourke St.  

See magnet.org.au for more information.

Bruce Postle takes a look through his dad's original camera.  Michael Silver looks on.  Photo: Barry C. Douglas.

Push for school on 
old hospital site
Inner-city parents are 
lobbying for a school to 
be built on the old Peter 
MacCallum Hospital site in 
East Melbourne, which is 
earmarked to become a mix-
used development site.

Th e site at 2 St Andrews Place was 

scrutinised by the State Government in 

a series of reports that aim to change the 

public use zone into a mixed-use zone.

If successful, residential or commercial 

towers up to 12 storeys could be built on 

the 8200sqm site.

Parents lobby group City School For City 

Kids (CS4CK) sees the site as a potential 

new city school.

“Now is the time for the government to 

step up and reserve this irreplaceable 

taxpayer-owned land to build the schools 

so desperately needed in (inner-city) 

communities,” the group said.

As reported in the September CBD News, 

inner-city state schools continue to 

overfl ow, with more than 2000 students 

zoned to the 1200-student capacity 

University High School. 

Th e City of Melbourne is experiencing 

an unprecedented boom in families, and 

the current 3269 school-aged children is 

set to more than double to 7500 by 2026, 

according to data by Grattan Institute. 

Th e parents argue the CBD’s only school, 

Haileybury College, was converted from 

an existing offi  ce building on King St, so 

a school could easily be built within the 

existing hospital building.

CS4CK estimates the number of inner-city 

children unable to be enrolled in a school 

within a 20-minute journey from their home 

will be in the “thousands” in 2021. 

Pete Goss from the Grattan Institute told the 

media the Peter MacCallum site could be 

helpful to relieve stress off  city schools.

“Th ere is a looming boom. It could be smart 

to hang onto this site for the future. We’ve got 

to keep the option open,” he said.

State Library 
works underway
Construction has started on State Library 

Victoria’s $88.1 million Vision2020 project. 

Minister for Creative Industries, Martin 

Foley, and philanthropists Jane Hansen and 

Paul Little launched the project with a coin-

burial ceremony on September 4. 

Vision2020 will open 40 per cent more space 

to the public and donations from the Hansen 

Little Foundation will help construct the 

new Hansen Hall and the new high-tech 

Conversation Quarter to showcase the 

library’s programs and events with two-way 

digital broadcast facilities. 

Resident joins in a rewarding run
CBD resident and worker Sumathi Chatna describes herself as “not a runner”, but she is participating in a 10km run at the Melbourne 
Marathon on October 15 for a good cause. 

Ms Chatna said she was inspired by her 

colleagues, who participated in last year’s 

Melbourne Marathon and raised money for 

charities.

With the support from her company and her 

husband, she decided to join the marathon 

and aimed to raise $700 for the Heart 

Foundation. 

She will be running with her colleagues and 

husband and hopes to make more friends 

along the way. 

Despite being not particularly athletic, Ms 

Chatna is training hard in preparation for the 

10km run.

She runs almost every day at the Royal 

Botanic Gardens, which is also the location 

for Melbourne Marathon.

For her, living and working in the CBD has 

provided the extra free time to train. 

“Living in the CBD is a luxury. I can focus 

more on work and be more effi  cient in what 

I do,” she said. 
“Everything is within walkable distance so I 

save time from commuting. I have plenty of 

time in the morning before I go to work so I 

can go for a quick run.”

Ms Chatna migrated from India to Australia 

in 2014 and immediately adapted.

“I think there is a really good work/life 

balance living in Melbourne. Th ere is 

opportunity to settle down and explore the 

city. It’s very convenient and you can easily 

fi nd a good place to catch up with friends."

With the event drawing near, Ms Chatna said 

she would just run “as much as she could”. 

“I think I will get a great sense of satisfaction 

from completing the run because I can help 

other people.”

Melbourne Marathon is celebrating its 40th 

birthday this October. In 1978, 2000 people 

participated in the marathon and this year 

35,000 people will run to raise funds for 

various non-profi t organisations.

Participants can have their choice of a full 

marathon, half marathon, 10km run, 5.7km 

run or 3km walk.

For more information, visit 

melbournemarathon.com.au

Sumathi Chatna is running for 10km at Melbourne Marathon on October 15.
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Progress on market redevelopment
At their meeting on August 29, 
City of Melbourne councillors 
unanimously endorsed a 
statement of expectations 
about the future of the Queen 
Victoria Market (QVM).

Some 12 principles under four headings 

were endorsed to guide the council-owned 

company that runs the market.

During the same council meeting, 

councillors noted additional funding of $59.7 

million into the QVM Renewal Program 

Reserve fund – $28.2 million previously 

budgeted and $31.5 from the sale of the City 

Square car park.

Councillors also voted to apply for planning 

and heritage permission to remove the 

western ends of sheds A to D to construct a 

three-level (plus mezzanine) basement.

Acting lord mayor Cr Arron Wood told the 

meeting the basement would result in less 

disruption for traders and a temporary 

pavilion in Queens St of only half the size 

than was anticipated.

Councillors said the creation and publishing 

of the statement of expectations was to 

combat false and conspiratorial information 

about the council’s intentions for the market.

Cr Rohan Leppert said: “Th ere’s been a lot of 

information fl ying around that hasn’t always 

been a truthful representation of council’s 

expectations.”

Cr Wood said: “You can see there, in black 

and white, answers to the questions that 

have been asked.”

Market war moves to the heritage front
Th e battle for the Queen Victoria Market (QVM) moved onto the heritage front in mid-September with Lord Mayor Robert Doyle 
landing a blow and his opponents launching bitter recriminations against the National Trust.

Th e National Trust of Australia (Victoria) 

board on August 28 approved an “advocacy 

position statement” which expressed several 

concerns about the City of Melbourne’s 

plans to redevelopment the market.

But an accompanying media statement 

(since taken offl  ine) appeared to give full 

National Trust support for the proposal. 

“Th e National Trust is announcing its 

support for the City of Melbourne’s renewal 

plans,” the media release said.

In response Friends of Queen Victoria 

Market co-convenor Miriam Faine resigned 

from the National Trust, saying on Facebook: 

“I can’t see any point in being a member of 

a heritage group that is so quick to give in to 

the destruction of one of the most signifi cant 

sites in Melbourne and so, regretfully, I wish 

to resign immediately.”

Melbourne Heritage Action (MHA) member 

and former “Heritage Agenda” council 

election candidate Adam Ford said of the 

National Trust: “What a viciously fanged 

lobby group this is!!!!”

Th e “Friends” wrote on September 12: “Can 

we trust the National Trust?  

Th e National Trust Board has serious 

questions to ask about reputational damage.”

“With its recent media release on the QVM, 

it seems to be dabbling unwisely in the 

political realm – and it appears to have been 

out manoeuvred – if not duped.”

Trust advocacy manager Felicity Watson 

responded the same day: “To all of the 

Friends of QVM, we issued an update on our 

blog earlier today to highlight our ongoing 

areas of concern with the proposed renewal.”

“Th e majority of these concerns were 

included in our recently issued position 

statement on the market renewal, but we 

recognise the importance of clarifying our 

position which is clearly not intended to 

provide blanket support.”

Th is didn’t stop Cr Doyle the next day telling 

ABC Radio’s John Faine of the National 

Trust’s support.

Th e “Friends” responded with: “Fake News 

is being touted by the Lord Mayor on the 

John Faine program this morning telling 

the public that the National Trust has given 

their full support to the CoM’s plans for the 

renewal of QVM.”

Ms Watson wrote on the Trust’s blog site of a 

number of concerns including:

 ■ Th at “back of house” trader activities 

should not be concealed (the council 

proposed underground facilities for this);

 ■ Negative impacts of stair and lift 

insertions providing access to basement 

levels;

 ■ Proposed “weather protection” to and 

“fi xed stalls” within Sheds A – D;

 ■ Possible “gentrifi cation” of Meat and Fish 

Hall traders if they are “encouraged to 

evolve over time to incorporate a greater 

focus on value add, take home meals and 

food cooked on site”;

 ■ Th e Trust wants the proposed 

development on the southern side of the 

Franklin Stores restricted to a height of 20 

metres; and

 ■ It wants the proposed Queens Corner 

building constrained to a single storey.

Th e council will need permission from the 

Heritage Council to undertake its proposed 

redevelopment.  It is yet to apply.

“I hope this statement of expectations 

meets a lot of the concerns that have been 

raised. And I hope this shows how serious 

we are about retaining the best of the 

Queen Victoria Market while ensuring its 

sustainability into the future.”

Cr Jackie Watts said: “It will put to bed, I 

think, some of the alarm around the whole 

development.”

Th e statement of expectations is:

SUPPORTING CUSTOMERS AND 

TRADERS

1) Recognise, protect and expand the 

market’s original and primary role as a fresh 

food market.

2) Enhance the customer experience and 

ensure customers continue to view the 

Queen Victoria Market as relevant.

3) Support existing traders during renewal 

by ensuring average annual increases in 

fees are based on current lease and licence 

provisions.

4) Support traders to further develop their 

businesses, including working with traders to 

develop and implement a Trader Transition 

Plan and Trader Support Program during the 

QVMPR Program.

5) Ensure trading and retail space supports 

independent retail and small to medium 

sized businesses, not large chains or 

supermarkets.

RETAINING THE MARKET’S HERITAGE 

AND TRADITIONS

6) Demonstrate stewardship in preserving 

the market as one of the great open air 

markets of the world, retaining its heritage, 

traditions, unique off er, diverse community 

of market traders, gritty atmosphere and 

authenticity into the future.

7) Work collaboratively with the City of 

Melbourne, traders and the community 

to ensure the historic and pre and post 

European cultural heritage of the market is 

preserved.

SOCIAL AND ENVIRONMENT OUTCOMES

8) Demonstrate eff orts to reduce waste and 

minimise environmental impacts in market 

operations.

9) Engage with the local community to 

ensure high levels of local ownership and 

activation.

EFFECTIVE GOVERNANCE AND 

FINANCIAL OVERSIGHT

10) Ensure the company is fi nancially 

sustainable and self-suffi  cient with the aim 

of break-even during renewal after allowing 

for trader support.

11) Ensure eff ective operating models and 

controls are in place to minimise fi nancial, 

probity, procurement, security and OHS 

risks to the CoM. Th is includes abiding by 

relevant City of Melbourne policies and 

processes.

12) Work collaboratively with the City of 

Melbourne management to deliver the key 

benefi ts outlined in the QVMPR Program 

Business Case (June 2017) and continue to 

engage to ensure strong alignment between 

QVM activities and the City of Melbourne’s 

policy positions.

Th e record-breaking night markets in full swing.  Photo:  A.K.M Imran.
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The city’s south is changing with 
construction underway for the 
Metro Tunnel Project. 
We encourage the ongoing support of local businesses 
while we build this vital rail infrastructure: 

SUPPORTING 
LOCAL 
BUSINESSES

1.  The Practical Man
Men’s Clothing  

2.  Best and Less Travel
Travel Agent  

3.  Journey by Nada Igual
& Barber by Nada
Men’s Clothing & Barber  

4.  Bailey Nelson
Eyewear & Optometrist 

5.  Alpha Barbers
Barber  

6.  WHITEMOSS
Florist   

7.  Roule Gallette
French Crêperie  

8.  LIFEwithBIRD
Women’s Clothing  

9.  CUBEC
Women’s Clothing  

Find out more
See if you’re aff ected by the 
Metro Tunnel works in the city.

Visit metrotunnel.vic.gov.au 
or call 1800 551 927.
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Residents 3000

Susan Saunders 

vice president
Ph: 0412 566 606  
email: 
sue@residents3000.com.au

Behind the scenes - building safety

As a CBD resident, how aware 
are you of your building 
manager’s responsibilities to 
keep your building safe and 
secure?

Th e basic areas that need regular attention 

are provisions to deal with fi re, water quality, 

waste, heating, cooling and ventilation, 

electrical and gas services, security access 

and general maintenance.

Fire
Th e most important area of concern 

is how will the building systems handle 

a fi re?  Buildings are required to have an 

annual audit to ensure that all essential 

safety measures as defi ned in the occupancy 

permit are maintained according to the 

legislated standard.  What are these?  Th ere 

is a long list of items that all be included 

here.

However, to give you an idea, they include 

the air conditioning and ventilation systems, 

emergency lifts and lighting, backup 

telephone system for communication with 

the fi re brigade, exit signs and fi re-proof 

doors, all systems associated with the fi re 

control centre, fi re extinguishers, hydrants 

and pumps, fi re isolated stairs and lift shafts, 

paths of travel to exits, instructions for 

occupants, smoke alarms and the occupants 

broadcast warning system, sprinkler system 

water pressure and operation, stairwell 

pressurisation and evacuation procedures.  

Th at is a lot!  But a fi re in a high-rise 

building is a serious business and owners of 

apartments should know that their building 

is compliant. 

If you are not sure, you should enquire 

with your owners’ corporation manager or 

your building manager.

Water
What about water?  Each year a check is 

needed to see that the backfl ow valves are 

working.  You wouldn’t want the building’s 

waste water going back into your drinking 

water!  How reliable are the sewerage 

pumps?  What about the pumps that 

maintain the building’s water pressure?  

And then there are the cooling towers.  

Th ese have to be checked for Legionnaires 

bacteria every week.  Are you sure that your 

building is being dowsed with chemicals 

every week? 

You know how nice it is to get the windows 

cleaned.  Th ose abseiling high-rise window 

cleaners are skilled operators.  Did you know 

that the anchor points (from which they 

hang) must be certifi ed every year to be safe?

Risk and safety report
Although not part of legislation, many 

buildings have a risk and safety report 

compiled every two years.  Th e idea is to 

have an external professional assessor make 

sure that the building is properly maintained 

and that its occupants can move around the 

building safely.  

Matters such as accessibility, lighting, 

hand rails, fl oor treatments and the like are 

reviewed. 

High-rise building insurers require that all 

switchboards are thermo-graphically imaged 

every year to ensure that there are no hot 

spots in the electrical distribution systems. 

Hot spots not attended to could cause a fi re.

Inside your apartment
What about inside your apartment?  You 

should have sprinkler heads in each room, 

at least one fi re alarm system (is the battery 

operational in case the mains power is out?), 

a fi re blanket and maybe a currently-certifi ed 

fi re extinguisher. Just stop to think now and 

again, that if there was an emergency in your 

building, what would you do?  Do you know 

your exit route?  Where to assemble in case 

of fi re?

Residents 3000 has each year at one of its 

regular monthly forums a session on owners’ 

corporations.  Safety has been suggested as a 

topic for the 2018 forum.  

Next time you see your building manager, 

just think of the work he/she puts in to 

ensuring that the building functions well and 

safely.  It is not just about the cleaning!

History

Kate Prinsley

Kate Prinsley is executive 

offi  cer of the Royal 

Historical Society of 

Victoria

The Australian Club 
98 – 110 William St 
Th e Australian Club stands at 
98-110 William St, Melbourne, 
on the south east corner of 
Little Collins St, continuously 
occupying the site for more 
than a century. 

Th e club was established in 1878 as 

clubrooms and a lodging house for 

businessmen, one of nine clubs founded in 

Melbourne during the 19th century.

Th e club was built in three stages and 

consists of four storeys and a basement 

and attic.

Th e fi rst two stages, designed by 

architect and member Lloyd Tayler, were 

completed between 1879 and 1894.

Tayler was asked to leave the club in 1895 

and architect J Charlesworth completed 

the construction.

Th e imposing four-storey building 

features a small portico at the front facing 

William St with a large balcony above it on 

the second storey. 

Th e building is of rendered brick with a 

bluestone base and is renaissance style. 

Th e photograph shows the upper 

parapet that hides a steeply pitched slate 

roof with lace iron work decorating the 

ridges.

Internally, the building features an 

entrance hall with mosaic fl oor and a 

fi ve-metre wide marble staircase, several 

sumptuous banquet and dining rooms 

including one adorned with murals by Ellis 

Rowan, meeting and billiard rooms, a club 

bar and cellar, library and guest rooms.

Th e vast ground fl oor dining room 

measures approximately 30 metres long by 

15 metres wide with stained-oak baroque 

fi replaces. 

Th e building is regarded as the grandest 

and most intact Victorian era clubrooms 

in Australia and far more opulent than the 

Melbourne Club established much earlier. 

Th e architectural grandeur of the 

building and its internal rooms refl ects 

the wealth of the Victorian era and the 

social standing of the “gentlemen’s club” of 

merchants, bankers, lawyers and squatters. 

Th is image and many others are 

currently on display at the RHSV as part of 

its Standing on the Corner exhibition.

Th e RHSV is the peak body for local 

history in Victoria.

Open Mon-Th urs. 10.00am - 4.00pm and 

Friday 10.00am - 3.00pm.

Further information can be found at 

www.historyvictoria.org.au

239 A’Beckett St, Ph: 9326 9288
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Melbourne’s student spirit 
By Chelsea Cucinotta

Meet 22-year-old student Jane Lee, whose studies brought her all the way from Singapore to the Melbourne CBD back in 2015. 

Jane made the move when she was 19, and 

said “it was a no-brainer when the University 

of Melbourne accepted me for the Bachelor 

of Arts degree”. 

Since studying history and criminology, 

Jane has made Melbourne her home-away-

from-home, but said it did take her a while to 

adjust at fi rst. 

“I defi nitely missed my family, especially 

my puppy Cooper,” she said.

New friendships made the transition 

easier though, with university life off ering 

Jane lots of opportunities to socialise. 

“I’ve been really lucky to meet such 

friendly, generous people here and I think 

the friendships that I’ve made have helped 

me feel right at home,” she said. 

Life in densely-populated Singapore was 

much more compact for Jane. But what 

her two homes have in common is their 

multiculturalism – something Jane values a 

lot. 

“Culturally, Singapore’s diverse ethnic 

demographic mirrors Melbourne’s 

multicultural ethos and the embracing of 

diff erent cultures is defi nitely something that 

is heart-warming to see,” she said.

Big love for a big pet 
By David Amaya

Zoe Sonnenberg wanted a small 
pet but three months ago she fell 
in love with a huge dog that now 
takes over half of her bed. 

Although CBD resident Ms Sonnenberg 

shares her house with two other people, 

the size of Gertrude is not a matter for 

discussion. If someone wants to take a room 

in her home, they must love dogs – big dogs.  

Gertrude is a seven-month-old Staghound 

rescued by Ms Sonnenberg through the Pet’s 

Rescue website. 

“She was the smallest one at the pets 

adoption but now I know she could grow 

double the height she actually is,” Ms 

Sonnenberg said.  

Gertrude has long legs and is very 

skinny. She looks like a racing dog but Ms 

Sonnenberg emphasises that she loves 

Gertrude’s calm and friendly nature. 

“When I saw her for the fi rst time, she 

wasn’t like normal puppies which are really 

hyperactive. She was quite calm and loving,” 

she said.

But Gertrude has some unique traits. Ms 

Sonnenberg found out that her pet likes 

sardines – normally the domain of cats!

“I realised when she got some sardines 

off  my plate. I then started feeding her with 

sardines and dog food for lunch,” she said.

Gertrude’s second favourite food is Ms 

Pet's Corner

Sonnenberg’s socks and underwear. She eats 

them when Ms Sonnenberg is out. 

“I have to remove all temptation 

before leaving home and she is fi ne,” Ms 

Sonnenberg said. 

Zoe Sonnenberg grew up with dogs, birds 

and rabbits, but none of them were as big as 

her new pet. 

It is challenging to look after a big dog, but 

she doesn’t worry about that at all. “My job 

doesn’t require me to be out home for long 

periods of time so Gertrude isn’t alone for 

more than three hours,” she said.

Ms Sonnenberg also said she couldn’t 

imagine her life without Gertrude even 

though their friendship started just three 

months ago.

“Tolerance and respect is what makes 

Melbourne such a great place to live and you 

can see that everywhere – from the protests 

on important topics (she was involved in 

climate change and same-sex marriage 

marches), to simple everyday interactions.”

Jane said what she loves most about living 

in the CBD however, was the convenience. 

“Everything is literally at my doorstep, 

and I have access to fresh produce as I live 

minutes away from the Queen Victoria 

Market. I never have a boring weekend as 

there’s always something happening in 

the city, and there are so many options for 

public transport too,” Jane said. “Oh yes, 

and the amazing coff ee culture cannot go 

unmentioned!” 

When she is not studying or drinking 

coff ee, Jane can be found reading. Since her 

move, she has joined several book clubs in 

Melbourne’s literary scene and was excited 

to attend her fi rst Kurt Vonnegut book club 

meeting the other day, discussing Breakfast 

of Champions. 

Jane plans to graduate from her studies in 

2018 and hopes to then study honours.

“I dread thinking about the future – I think 

every undergraduate does. I guess we’ll see 

what else the future holds, but my partner is 

on his way to completing his PhD, so I’ll be 

staying in Melbourne for quite some time.”
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Metro Tunnel
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We’re building the Metro Tunnel to free 
up space in the City Loop – Melbourne’s 
biggest bottleneck – to enable more trains 
to run more often across the network.

St Kilda Road 
September to October 2017
From 25 September, St Kilda Road 
will be reduced to one lane citybound 
between Kings Way and Bowen Crescent, 
and between Albert Road and Park 
Street from 5 October. 

These lane closures are required to 
decommission a gas pipe under St Kilda 
Road ahead of construction of the new 
Metro Tunnel station at Domain.

Tram and bus services will run as usual 
during these works with pedestrian 
and cycling access maintained.

Royal Parade 
October to November 2017
From 2 October, Royal Parade will be 
reduced to one lane citybound between 
Story Street and Grattan Street for 
six weeks. 

Trams will operate normally on 
Royal Parade during these works with 
pedestrian and cycling access maintained.

Grattan Street
October to November 2017
Grattan Street will be closed between 
Royal Parade and Berkeley Street 
between Friday 8pm and Monday 
6am on the following days:

• 13-16 October
• 20-23 October
• 27-30 October
• 10-13 November

Buses will be diverted around the 
Grattan Street work zone during the 
weekend closures. 

These closures will enable the relocation 
of electricity, telecommunications and 
drainage services ahead of construction 
of the new Metro Tunnel station under 
Grattan Street. 

More information
Expect delays and plan your journey.

See if you’re aff ected at 
metrotunnel.vic.gov.au 

TRAFFIC 
CHANGES
Construction is underway 
on the Metro Tunnel Project
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Franklin St piling 
is completed
We appreciate people’s support while we undertake these vital 
works and urge caution around our sites.

Please help us support local businesses 

aff ected by Metro Tunnel construction by 

continuing to visit them while works take 

place.

Visit metrotunnel.vic.gov.au for more 

information about works in your area.

CBD North
An important milestone was reached in 

September with the completion of piling at 

Franklin St.

In total, more than 100 concrete piles were 

poured to support the construction of the 

access shaft. 

Each pile was 52 m deep. To put this into 

context, the height of some of the nearby 

buildings located on Franklin Street is 45 

metres.

Over 6000 cubic metres of concrete and 

2000 tonnes of steel have been used at the 

Franklin St site.

Capping beams are now being 

progressively installed around the perimeter 

to provide further protection during shaft 

excavation and to support the acoustic shed.

Piling has started at A’Beckett St and is 

expected to be complete by November. 

Almost 70 piles are needed at this location to 

support the walls around another shaft.

Th ese shafts will provide vital access for the 

construction of the new underground station.

Preparation works, including the removal 

of canopies and awnings, is underway ahead 

of the demolition of buildings near the corner 

of Swanston St and LaTrobe St.

Scaff olding and a pedestrian gantry is being 

installed for the safety of the community and 

workers. Th is is expected to be complete by 

mid-October.

Th ere will be some footpath closures 

along Swanston St and LaTrobe St during 

night works with signed detours in place for 

pedestrians.

Th e building demolition is expected to start 

in October and will continue until early 2018.

Critic

Wearne and his mates
Th e world might have become more tonal but our poets still have 
an ear for the old vernacular. We were an upfront lot who didn’t 
leave much to the imagination.

Alan Wearne, in his latest book Th ese 

Th ings are Real, is blunt, threadbare and 

sardonic – forever the lad.

Th e old guard was there, at Collected 

Works, to launch his collection. 

While a cut above the teller of the shaggy 

dog story, these keepers of the word do not 

suff er fools gladly. You have to be a swift 

talker to get a freebie to review.

It’s pay as you go for Wearne and his 

mates. Get it down. Churn it out. You can’t 

aff ord to be lazy. 

“Alan inhabits a city,” says fellow poet 

Phil Salom. “Poets think they must describe 

things. Alan writes districts. He channels us, 

the local, and creates our own folklore.”

Collected Works in the Nicholas Building 

is the place to go if you want a serve. Th e 

bookshop is authentic, loves nostalgia and 

is a hang-out for poetic types who are not 

afraid of the spoken word.

Many of those at the September do were 

also at the launch of Wearne’s prize-winning 

Nightmarkets, which won the Banjo award 

in 1986.

“Alan is a speaker of our speaking rather 

than a visualiser,” said Salom, launching the 

book. He picks up our turn of phrase with 

“unadulterated and uncanny accuracy”.

In the verse narrative Th ey Came to 

Moorabbin, Keith, one of those post-war 

husbands who is a wiz at accounts, calls the 

widow Nance “Toots” when he visits to give 

her a hand with her fi gures.

In Anger Management: a South Coast Tale, 

Wearne shows narrative sensitivity when 

CBD South
Major work continues below ground at 

the City Square construction site.

Work continues to build a dividing 

wall which separates the City Square 

demolition site and the Westin building 

basement. Th is wall will separate the new 

underground station from the hotel.

A new, taller hoarding has been 

installed on Swanston St to provide further 

protection around the work site. Th e new 

hoarding allowed for the return of around 

one metre to the current footpath width.

Building demolition preparation works 

are also underway in CBD South.

Th is includes the removal of awnings 

and canopies from the buildings on 

Swanston St, located between Young and 

Jackson and the Nicholas Building. 

Th ere will be some closures of the 

Swanston St footpath in this location 

during the night works with a signed 

detour in place for pedestrians.

Hoarding and a covered gantry will 

also be installed to provide protection 

for pedestrians during the building 

demolition, which is expected to start in 

November until mid-December.

Reference Group

Th e fi rst meeting of the CBD Community 

Reference Group (CRG) was held in 

September.

Th is CRG is made up of representatives 

from more than 30 stakeholder groups 

across CBD North and South, including 

residential buildings, businesses and other 

key stakeholders. Th e group has been 

established as a forum for information 

sharing, consultation and communication 

during the construction of the Metro 

Tunnel. 

he delves into the world of single mums 

and musos, a potent mix of drinking and 

hopelessness. 

Th ese fi rst two poems in the collection 

have the status of mini-novels, says Salom, 

in the way they get close to characters: “If, 

in single motherhood there’s chaos, some 

days though are blessed.”

After that, the book plummets into 

private school dross, a hotbed of raging 

hormones, altars, prejudice and midnight 

roots, to fi nally re-emerge into the 

contemporary writing scene with its 

preference for in-jokes and personalised 

asides.

On the way, there are some treats for the 

reader. In Th e Ballade of Easy Listening, 

the poet muses on what ever happened to 

Roberta Flack. 

“It’s farewell pap and welcome cack with 

so much AM radio selling out to vox pop 

yak.”

In Memoires of a one time EDFL Seconds 

Boundary Umpire the narrator, with an 

ego twice as large as Asia, refl ects on 

the humiliations of the job: “Your role is 

anything but major, deadshits, son, run the 

boundary line …”

For those who missed the experience of a 

Wearne launch there will be readings from 

Th e Sarsaparilla Writers Centre Section of 

the book at Compass Pizza in Lygon Street 

at 5.30 on October 8. 

 Alan Wearne, Th ese Th ings are Real, 

Giramondo Publishing Company, 2017
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Heritage
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Laurence Dragomir 

Laurence is an Urban 
Melbourne director with 
expertise in the CBD
urbanmelbourne.info

Market and State Library lead the way
October brings with it warmer (hopefully) and longer days along with an update on some key projects happening within the city.

Starting with the Queen Victoria Market 

where the City of Melbourne has voted 

to pursue a revised design proposal for 

the below ground operational area at the 

western end of Sheds A to D as part of the 

enabling works for the Queen Victoria 

Market Precinct Renewal Project.

Th e revised draft plans reduce the size 

of the footprint in favour of a deeper 

excavation for the below-ground facilities at 

the western end of Sheds A, B, C and D. Th is 

means the eastern portions of the sheds, 

adjacent to Queens St, don’t need to be 

removed – reducing the impact of the works 

on the heritage sheds.

Th e below-ground area has been designed 

to include two levels and a mezzanine for 

new delivery and loading areas, storage, cool 

rooms and food preparation areas, waste 

management facilities, showers, toilets and 

break out spaces. 

Additionally, one level of approximately 

220 customer parking spaces will be 

provided with the balance of customer 

parking to be located within the Munro site 

redevelopment which is expected to deliver a 

further 500 car parks.

Due to the reduced footprint, fewer fruit 

and veg traders will be disrupted meaning 

that the planned Market Pavilion along 

Queens St has been reduced to 120m long, 

down from the 250m that was initially 

proposed. Th e $5.6 million structure will 

be built on the northern end of Queen St, 

providing space for displaced traders once 

the redevelopment gets underway in earnest.

Construction on the Market Pavilion is 

expected to commence this month.

Elsewhere

Elsewhere, the State Library of Victoria 

has secured fi nal philanthropic funding 

that will allow the library’s Vision 2020 

transformation to kick off  in earnest.

Th e SLV’s Vision 2020 includes opening 

40 per cent more space for public use 

throughout the complex which has had a 

long history of additions over the years.  

Th e $88 million transformation is majority 

funded by the State Government to the tune 

of $60 million with the remainder coming 

from philanthropic sources – the Hansen 

Little Foundation’s contribution completes 

the library’s fundraising target of $27.7 

million.

Th e contribution will also fund the 

library’s new Conversation Quarter which is 

set to include facilities that will enable two-

way digital broadcast technology.

Th e Hansen Hall and Conversation 

Quarter are set to open in 2019.

And fi nally, after being announced in 

April 2016’s edition of CBD News, it appears 

the second coming of Rebecca Walk is set 

to be realised after clearing some planning 

hurdles.

New plans were conceived for the largely 

empty row of pods which occupy the under 

croft of the Flinders St Viaduct adjacent 

to Batman Park on the CBD’s Northbank.

Developed in parallel with Far East 

Consortium’s Northbank Place development 

on the site of the former Fish Markets, 

Rebecca Walk was envisioned as a catalyst 

and drawcard for Northbank, which 

activated an otherwise underutilised space.

Businessman Arthur Zurcas announced 

plans last year to rejuvenate the area into 

the city’s “newest explosive food and 

entertainment hot spot”.

Th e proposed plan would replace the 

existing pods with purpose-built micro-

kitchens, and semi-permanent shipping 

containers, transforming the area into 

a street food hub.  Other features would 

include outdoor entertainment and 

activities, street art, an outdoor cinema and 

an elevated deck overlooking Batman Park.

With a permit granted on August 4, it 

appears to be a matter of when, not if, the 

rebranded Rebecca Walk will proceed but 

it should be up and running in time for 

Melbourne’s summer.

Work is expected to get underway on the Market Pavilion this month.

Step up, Minister
Avid readers of this column will 
remember our celebration last 
year when the City of Melbourne 
fi nalised the West Melbourne 
Heritage Review, extending 
protection to many important 
places on the CBD fringe, 
with only the signature of the 
planning minister needed to put 
them into the planning scheme. 

What should have been a simple process 

has instead taken almost a year, with the 

result being the earmarked destruction of 

one of West Melbourne’s most signifi cant 

heritage places.

488 LaTrobe Street, originally the Spinks 

Tinsmith factory built in 1888, is still 

remarkably intact, with urned-parapet, 

original gothic shopfront windows and 

sawtooth roof. It is a landmark on the 

north-west edge of the CBD, but will soon 

become rubble and will become a bland 

apartment car park entry thanks to inaction 

from the planning minister – not only in 

taking so long to sign the West Melbourne 

amendment, but in ignoring repeated 

requests to apply interim heritage protection 

to this specifi c building while he decided on 

the rest.

His reasoning might be that developers had 

already applied to demolish the building 

and applied to VCAT to force the City of 

Melbourne to approve it just before the city 

send off  its heritage review for approval and, 

therefore, applying a heritage overlay mid-

process might be “unfair”.

But this is a very simplistic way of looking 

at it. On such a large site, we hardy think the 

“burden” of retaining an important heritage 

façade, while still having a large profi table 

development behind, is “unfair” – and that’s 

all an interim heritage order could have 

compelled.

Instead, we now have a situation where 

VCAT has issued a demolition approval, 

unable to assess or even talk about 

heritage concerns due to the lack of formal 

protection, all because the minister refused 

to apply interim protection when he had 

ample time to do so. 

Instead of allowing compromise that still 

would have delivered a development of the 

scale the developers wanted, only perhaps 

with some heritage retention, we get the 

worst of both worlds, all to the detriment of 

the LaTrobe St streetscape and neighbouring 

residents.

While this decision to be inactive pales in 

comparison to the arbitrary interventions 

of the previous minister Matthew Guy, such 

as his refusal to sign off  on any post-war 

heritage listings despite strong evidence 

for their protection, it is very disappointing 

to see a nominally progressive planning 

minister let the short-term profi ts of one 

developer rob Melbourne of its signifi cant 

heritage.

And its not only here. In other recent 

cases, he has also ignored local calls 

for interim protection such as with the 

Greyhound Hotel in St Kilda or the London 

Hotel in Port Melbourne.

    We urge the minister step up to the mantle 

of being the pro-active and passionate 

defender of our heritage and liveability he 

promised to be, before more irreplaceable 

heritage is lost to inaction and political 

games.

Tristan Davies

President

Melbourne Heritage 

Action

Th e historic Spinks and Tinsmith factory at 488 LaTrobe St.



22    CBD NEWS    ISSUE 36

Support for Eq Tower story
I have just come across the article 

“Complaints about brand new tower” about 

Brittany Li while I was having lunch today. 

I’m also a resident in Eq Tower – a brand-

new and seemingly-luxury building . Th e 

water leakage from the air-conditioning 

that Brittany was talking about was true. 

One of my friends living in the tower also 

experienced this situation. 

Also, the air-con in my living room needed 

to be fi xed twice – not to mention the light 

switch that needed to be replaced again and 

again in many rooms. 

Th e waiting time for the lift has improved 

and now works very well. However, I think 

the management of this building needs to 

show more eff ort. I have a neighbour who 

smokes indoors and the fumes get into my 

room. Th is is an ongoing problem for four 

months already. I am not a smoker.  I seal all 

the gaps, have an air purifi er and I open the 

windows. 

Laundry becomes a problem when the 

fan circulates the fumes from the hallway. I 

contacted the building manager two months 

ago and for a second time last week and they 

said they couldn’t do anything and couldn’t 

stop people from smoking in their private 

property. 

I think at least they should contact the 

agency or landlord who I’m sure would ban 

indoor smoking. Th ere is a balcony for a 

reason. I’m sure that many people living in 

the CBD also suff ering from noise and smell 

Letters to the Editor

The CBD needs to be serviced
I moved my family into the CBD from an 

outer suburb 12 months ago with no regrets. 

My wife and I run a family business in 

electrical contracting and employ seven 

full-time staff  members and mainly provide 

electrical service and maintenance within 

the CBD.

Th e majority of our work involves 

electrical breakdown and maintenance. Our 

staff  are constantly returning to our offi  ce 

with parking fi nes, although the driver of the 

vehicle is responsible for any infringement 

notices allocated to their vehicle, we do pay 

half the cost of parking tickets along with the 

initial parking fee. We found this to be fair as 

this arrangement keeps staff  alert to the time 

allocation of parking meters.

One of our electricians obtained two 

parking tickets in one day, came back to the 

offi  ce and resigned that day!

Now getting down to the reason for my 

letter to you …

Th e majority of on-street parking bay 

time allocation is from 30 minutes to one 

hour. Th is time is not adequate to perform 

the most basic task. By the time the trades 

person leaves the vehicle, arrives at the 

property and looks at the job, the half hour 

is up and the vehicle needs to be moved 

from the parking bay (in which the driver 

had already driven around the block twice 

to fi nd). Remembering the further away you 

park, the less time you have to inspect the 

job before the meter expires. Every time a 

vehicle is moved from one parking bay to 

another this causes traffi  c congestion on our 

streets. Th is also is certainly contributing to 

jobs taking longer and therefore an added 

expense to the retailers and residents of the 

CBD. 

I wrote to Melbourne City Council and 

requested a review of parking for service 

vehicles within the CBD, with no response. 

I also had spoken to Mr Robert Doyle on the 

Neil Mitchell program, with a sub-standard 

response. “You have loading zones to utilise 

for that,” Mr Doyle said.

Even then the loading zones are from 15 

minutes to 30 minutes and are mostly used 

by delivery drivers. 

When I contacted Melbourne City 

Council, I proposed a permit or registration 

system to allow service vehicles the ability 

to remain parked in the original bay so long 

as the meter has not expired. Th is would 

allow additional revenue for the council by 

means of an application fee and annual fee 

for the registration/permit as well as revenue 

from the meter. Th e application could be 

scrutinised by council prior to issuance.

As companies provide these services to 

multiple addresses within the CBD on any 

given day, it isn’t viable to park in off -street 

parking and, in most cases, it is not an option 

for service vehicles due the 1.9m height limit.

I think the council has a cash cow when 

it comes to dishing out fi nes and have no 

ambition in reducing traffi  c congestion 

within the CBD. 

Pros for proposed permit/registration 

system: 

Council revenue for application of permit;

Council revenue for annual permit;

Less congestion as vehicles are not moving 

from parking bay to parking bay;

Less pollution as vehicles are not moving 

from parking bay to parking bay; 

Less cost to the customer/client as time 

wasted moving vehicles is erased; and

Trades person can concentrate on the 

given task with less anxiety. (Th is is a real 

issue).

Cons for proposed permit/registration 

system: 

Reduction of parking infringement 

notices.

Given the increase in CBD living, the 

problem can only get worse and a solution 

needs to be introduced.  Th e problem is not 

to be confused with CBD construction as I 

am referring to service vehicles performing 

tasks/jobs at multiple addresses on any 

given day.  

Dean Tooby

Send your letters to 

news@cbdnews.com.au

from their neighbours.

Achiraya

SKYPAD Living

Janette Corcoran 

Apartment living expert

https://www.facebook.
com/SkyPadLiving/

Litter from the heavens
Recycling is one way of dealing with high-rise waste but, unfortunately,  there are other routes taken by our rubbish.  

Building based recycling is growing in 

popularity for vertical dwellers and we are 

told that there are just two key ingredients. 

Th e fi rst is the recycling facility that best 

suits our building, be it a worm farm, a 

dehydration centre or some other processor, 

along with the systems to operate and 

maintain it. Th e second, and arguably more 

important ingredient, is the motivation of 

residents to appropriately use these facilities, 

as this typically requires additional eff ort (eg 

sorting one’s rubbish and physically taking it 

to some dark corner of the building).

To date in Australia, such additional eff ort 

remains voluntary. But in a growing number 

of countries, external motivation is being 

used to “encourage” participation. Take the 

case of South Korea with its  “pay as you 

trash” system introduced in 2013. In an eff ort 

to cut food waste, South Korea requires, by 

law, that people separate food waste from 

the rest of their garbage. 

Residents place this waste in bags bought 

from the city and then, each day, weigh their 

rubbish. Th is information is captured on 

a card registered to the household, along 

with the corresponding charge. Anyone who 

doesn’t recycle food waste faces potential 

fi nes.

Returning to our own shores, in a recent 

EcoForum several building managers were of 

the opinion that their own residents were not 

suffi  ciently motivated to voluntarily recycle 

their waste (maybe they have doubts about 

its ultimate destination!). But more than this, 

these building managers were annoyed that 

too many residents did not even dispose of 

their waste through conventional means. In 

other words, they litter.

Take internal litter – ask any building 

cleaning staff  and they will, all too readily, 

relate horrifying stories of clogged 

chutes from carelessly or mischievously 

discarded refuse. Whether these are cases of 

“can’t be bothered” or “they’ll never know it 

was me”, the impact of their actions can be 

signifi cant. (On an aside, once plastic bags 

bans begin to bite, owners’ corporations will 

need to rethink their current requirement for 

the plastic bagging of refuse.) 

As for external litter, there is one category 

that is of particular concern – the throwing 

of items out of high-rises.  Known as “killer 

litter”, these off ending items can achieve 

some pretty impressive acceleration rates 

as they hit the ground (or someone’s head). 

Fortunately, we have yet to hear of incidents 

such as is occurring in Singapore where 

recently two teens were videoed throwing 

an Ofo bike from their block. Such is the 

concern in Singapore over “killer litter” that 

its government has approved laws to not 

only arrest and jail off ending parties, but 

for the Housing and Development Board to 

compulsorily acquire the off ending rental 

fl ats.

Returning locally, our own “killer litter” 

principally takes the form of the dreaded 

cigarette butt. While small compared with a 

bike, the harm they cause is disproportionate 

to their size. If they make landfall, they enter 

our waterways and wreak havoc with local 

marine life. But if they don’t make landfall 

and arrive on a neighbouring balcony, we 

well know what this might lead to – fi re.  

Of course there are several regulations that 

make this behaviour unlawful. 

However, if a breach cannot be detected, 

or if the source of the breach cannot be 

identifi ed, then redress is problematic.  

Th e Singaporean response is for their 

National Environment Agency (NEA) to 

install surveillance cameras to monitor 

high-rise littering in places with a persistent 

problem.

However, the Singaporean Senior Minister 

of State for the Environment and Water 

Resources, Grace Fu, believes the real 

solution lies in behaviour change and that 

more eff ort should be made to develop 

stronger community ownership for a clean 

environment.

Ms Fu said: “Stepping up enforcement 

for littering does not completely address 

the deeper challenge of nurturing the right 

values. We must build greater individual 

ownership and community action if we are 

to raise the standard of cleanliness in all our 

public spaces.”

Failing this, maybe we have another 

opportunity to “bring on the drones” – either 

for detection or rapid debris retrieval!

If you would like links to the material 

mentioned, please visit and “like” SkyPad 

Living on Facebook.
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Call or book at rsvp@paramour.com.au
MELBOURNE CBD 

CITY CENTRE
Melbourne’s exclusive
entertainment service.  
Highly recommended  
for our interstate and  
overseas visitors.

• Dinner Companions
• Social Escorts
• Sensual Ladies

See real pictures of our ladies at paramour.com.au

THE MOST EXCLUSIVE ESCORT AGENCY

9654 6011
CBD - 
TO YOUR DOOR
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CBD - 5 MINUTES 
TO YOUR DOOR

有很美丽的中国小姐！ 
请看网址。
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有很美丽的小姐！ 
请看网址。

A lookback at what's been happening
Whilst we wait for the Victorian Government’s response to the recommendations of the Parliamentary Inquiry into short-stays, it is 
perhaps timely to review what has been happening around the country and overseas.

In May we reported that the NSW 

Government had swept aside the 

recommendations of a parliamentary report 

and announced a new consultative process 

to decide how short-stays will be regulated. 

Th e discarded report had recommended 

a massive increase in short-term holiday 

rentals in apartment buildings. But the 

NSW Minister for Planning and Regulation 

and the Minister for Innovation and Better 

Regulation, in a joint statement in April said 

that “broader engagement with the industry 

and the community was needed”, and that 

the NSW Government was “focused on 

fi nding a common ground that eff ectively 

addresses the concerns with everyone 

involved”.

From this evolved an Options Paper 

released by the NSW Ministers in July, which 

acknowledged that short-term letting “has 

the potential to generate impacts on the 

community if not adequately managed. 

Th ese impacts could include noise, waste, 

traffi  c and parking, safety and security, and 

the potential impact on housing and broader 

industry in general”.

Th e Ministers’ paper also stated: 

“Th ere is a point where STHL [short-term 

We Live Here

“we live
here”TM

www.welivehere.net

emails to campaign@

welivehere.net

holiday letting] becomes a more intensive 

commercial type of use.”

Th e Ministers said: “Th e rights of 

residents who live near these properties 

must be considered too.”

Th is was the fi rst indication that an 

Australian state government was starting 

to understand the plight of residents living 

in strata communities. We hope that the 

Victorian Government will follow suit.

At the municipal level, the City of 

Sydney has a history of seeking to regulate 

the industry because of its “fundamental 

incompatibility”. Th e council’s position 

was articulated in the NSW Land and 

Environment Court:

“Th ere is a fundamental incompatibility 

between the proposed mix of residential 

and serviced apartments that share the 

same fl oor levels and access points, 

in consideration of the diff erence in 

behaviour, living and activity patterns 

of long-term residents compared to 

short-term occupants, and the greater 

expectations of long-term residents for 

quiet amenity and care for the building 

through a greater sense of ownership, 

accountability and permanence compared 

to temporary residents.” (Council of the 

City of Sydney v Oaks Hotels and Resorts 

(NSW) No.2 Pty Limited [2011] NSW Land 

and Environment Court 235).

Meanwhile major cities including 

Berlin, Vancouver, Paris and New York 

are all introducing new laws to curb 

commercial short-stay operations in strata 

buildings.

Will the Victorian Government learn 

from global experiences?

As reported in Docklands News in 

2015, former local member and failed 

Melbourne Labor candidate, Jennifer 

Kanis, went to the election pledging to 

retrospectively legislate short-stays out of 

existence. Today, We Live Here is asking 

for the industry to be regulated, and 

for the interests of long-term residents 

to be protected by acknowledging the 

diff erences between living in freestanding 

homes and living in strata buildings.

We Live Here believes owners’ 

corporations should have the right of 

self-determination – that is, the ability to 

pass and enforce rules about use of lot 

that was lost in the 2016 Supreme Court 

decision of Justice Riorden. Th is might 

restrict (not prohibit) commercial short-stay 

accommodation but any rule would need to 

be passed by a special resolution (75 per cent 

of lot owners must agree).

Clearly, the government needs to act on 

these concerns and bring legislation into line 

for this massive industry. We need a solution 

which puts residents, businesses and the 

tourism industry on a level playing fi eld.

Airbnb threatened?
Airbnb must be feeling threatened. Th e 

multi-billion dollar global company has 

taken to describing community calls for 

regulation of the industry as being from “so-

called” community groups “often funded by 

the hotel lobby”. Sorry Airbnb, We Live Here 

is solely funded by donations from long-term 

residents in strata buildings.

Airbnb has also cast aspersions on 

apartment residents being Australians who 

cannot aff ord a house. Brent Th omas, head 

of public policy for Airbnb told the Victorian 

Parliamentary Inquiry into Short-stays 

that a whole generation of Australians, 

particularly older Australians “will only ever 

be able to aff ord to live in strata buildings, 

particularly in the big cities” – ignoring the 

fact that millions of Australians have chosen 

an apartment lifestyle – largely before the 

advent of the large-scale commercial short-

stay industry began to have an impact on 

their homes.

Meanwhile in New Zealand, Airbnb 

is on the back foot following a fi re in a 

Christchurch Airbnb, which injured six 

guests. Th ey are now off ering 36,000 free 

smoke detectors to hosts, to be refunded out 

of future earnings. 

Th is is a timely reminder that short-stay 

and Airbnb operators renting out their 

properties may be liable for accidents 

aff ecting paying guests because a business 

transaction is involved. 

Cladding update
Th e ABC’s Four Corners program 

on September 11 about the dangers of 

infl ammable cladding can still be seen on 

iView.



Originally from far north Queensland, her 

childhood in this exotic rural setting was 

idyllic. “Although I was always drawing and 

creating from early childhood, there was no 

support for art in the farming community,” 

she said.  “I had always thought that I would 

stay and work on the family farm, however, 

when I was 18 my mother, unbeknown to 

me, enrolled me at uni. Her attitude being, 

that I could always come back if I wanted 

to, but I should go and experience the 

world fi rst to widen my horizons.” And thus, 

Loretta’s art career began.

“Because of my rural upbringing, I have 

a strong feeling for nature and this is a 

reoccurring theme in my art. As much as I 

like city living, the day-in-day-out existence 

can wear me down. Th at’s when I need to 

return home – to walk barefoot and feel the 

earth beneath my feet, to immerse myself 

in the landscape – it’s fl ora and fauna. 

On returning to Melbourne, I’m totally 

rejuvenated!”

Loretta realises that her choice of subject 

matter is not original. “It’s so hard to fi nd 

something that hasn’t been done before. So 

at the end of the day, all one can do, is to do 

it with passion. I think my love for painting 

shows through. My palette is sombre and 

although the subject matter may seem sad, 

this doesn’t refl ect who I am in reality. Th at 

said, I fi nd it comforting to view a work that’s 

about suff ering. It helps to ground you as life 

can be hard.”

Hard indeed! For a couple of years ago, 

fate intervened and a serious accident saw 

Loretta hospitalised and immobilised, with a  

lengthy period of rehab.

“Th is was pivotal to my work. Th e black 

and white commissions I was producing 

prior to this had me stuck in a time-warp. 

It was hard for me to grow, as people were 

wanting more of the same from me. Being 

in the sterile hospital environment with 

few distractions, forced me to draw on my 

imagination – my thoughts and feelings. 

It was like a ‘brain-detox’ – a rejuvenating 

experience and I started to play with colour. 

I made the decision to concentrate on my 

painting and not commissions.”

“Although I’ve grown so much since my 

accident, I’m still coming to terms with my 

painting – focusing on skills and working 

in oils with  acrylic as a base layer. I like the 

fact that oils are slow drying, enabling me to 

blend and blend for days. It’s such a sensory 

medium! Th e results are rich and glossy-

perfect for my subject matter – darker hues 

with a touch of gold! I love gold and use it in 

all my pieces.”

Loretta’s artworks are decorative and 

stylised, yet realistic, lush and romantic.

“I don’t actually consider myself a street 

artist but I really enjoy it when I do work 

outside. However, it’s legal and the paint 

is supplied. My idea of a street artist is 

someone who’s done it tough and earned 

their stripes the hard way. I could never 

claim this. For me it’s always a condoned, 

comfortable experience and my favourite 

thing to do, as it gets me outdoors!”

“I never considered that my childhood 

passion would turn into a career choice – an 

everyday pursuit that I could make a living 

from.”

Loretta has two solo shows on her resume. 

A third is one planned for late 2018 at Juddy 

Roller Fitzroy, where she also has a studio. 

It’s an event that I’m looking forward to with 

much anticipation.

24    CBD NEWS    ISSUE 36

Conway was there to sing songs and have 

a yack to Jenny Vallentish, library member, 

rock journo and inquisitor. Her musical 

foil Willy Zygier was by her side. Crowded 

house at the reading room on September 8 

– fi lled with fans, devotees and librarians.

Alive and Brilliant is the opener, a song 

almost as bright and optimistic as It’s Only 

Th e Beginning. Zygier is a most skillful 

musician, playing melodies and chords 

with a bright zestfulness akin to the style 

of Grant McLennan. Conway’s guitar 

hummed along with her from the get-go.

A salt-encrusted section of the Spiral Jetty 

is depicted on the headstock of Conway’s 

guitar. Zygier mentions that the bright, rich, 

eff ervescent guitars they are playing are 

hand-crafted by luthier Jack Spira.

Th e amber light that bathed the stage was 

reminiscent of the light one sees at the last 

race at Tamworth at the precise moment 

when the horses enter the straight and the 

camera is looking true west. 

Conway’s shadow was cast up to the edge 

of the louvred window, rising at an angle to 

the ceiling. Th is shadow was dancing along 

to the music. Th is was fi tting as Conway is a 

most theatrical creature.

Conway’s latest album, Everybody’s 

Begging is her Femmes Savantes album, a 

Magnum Opus. Th e characters of the songs 

are cast upon an Old Testament setting, 

solemn odes, epiphanies and revelations 

oftentimes in minor keys fi lled with intrigue 

and curious chord progressions.

In As Sweet As Battles Won, Conway sings:

I was there at the camps

I was there at Babylon

I saw your face at Babi Yar

I am gone baby gone

Conway and Zygier are adept at sculpting 

words and sounds together – the artists 

concentrating on the no-focus point. As 

Sweet As Battles Won would be a perfect 

song for Jack Ladder to sing.

Th e Book Of Life is the song that resonates 

the most for days afterwards:

Everybody’s empty but its not for food

Everybody’s praying here to be rescued

…

Th e world’s in fl ames these maddened days 

of black and white

No shades of grey to keep at bay the darkest 

night

Like Ian McCulloch, Conway can achieve 

a momentary sense of the harder things 

in life. Th is song is a stark contrast to the 

ebullience of It’s Only Th e Beginning, or for 

that matter Alive and Brilliant.

In conversation, she mentioned Orson 

Music

Chris Mineral

email: 
mineralsands@hotmail.com

Daughter of 
Mustang Ford
Deborah Conway did not come to the Athenaeum Library 
Reading Room for a look around. 

Street Art

Lorraine Ellis 

If you are interested 
in Melbourne street 
art there is more on 
my Facebook page, 
StreetsmART

Loretta Lizzio: 
romantic visionary
Loretta Lizzio was recently listed as one of nine “badass” female 
artists who are taking over the Australian street art scene.

Welles and Th e Th ird Man, the songwriting 

capacity of Leonard Cohen and the fact that 

for Conway, sometimes the question is more 

important than the answer could be. After 

all, she introduced herself years ago singing 

What am I expected to do? With Deborah, 

Willy and Jenny talking there were at times 

four opinions on stage. And more again.

Th e closer on Everybody’s Begging, is the 

song Serpents Tooth and at this performance 

it is the fi nal song of the night. A sublime 

song of abandon and surrender. A poignant 

conclusion to the show’s proceedings. As 

perfect a selection of song to conclude the 

night as Th e Church opening their recent 

Filmore West show with Aura. Horses for 

courses.

Th is daughter of Mustang Ford, younger 

sister of Judy Davis-Garland, fan of Agent 

Cooper’s methodology, played a brilliant set 

of music with Zygier. Th ey could talk the talk 

with Jenny V. Th ey are walking past a Ferris 

wheel towards a Great Salt Lake. And playing 

hide ’n’ seek.

While Conway is the director of her 

music, there can be no doubt that her 

cinematographer extraordinaire is the man 

with the nonchalant air Willy Zygier.

In a Neil Young-style Conway is happier 

jumping puddles by the side of a Victorian 

country road than barreling down the 

highway towards New South Wales.  And 

yet she does have the capacity to hold a 

vast audiences’ attention, such as the time 

when she opened for Bob Dylan at the Rod 

Laver Arena with herself and an acoustic 

guitar. If memory serves me correct she was 

outstanding. But Conway was in her element 

at the Athenaeum Library and the realm of 

row upon row of books.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

WHAT’S ON

10AM-1PM, EVERY THURSDAY, FED 
SQUARE

GENTLE CHINESE DANCE

The gentle dance session draws on ancient 
Chinese traditions and invigorates the mind 
and body. FREE. 9655 1900. 
fedsquare.com

INNER MELBOURNE 
LIFE ACTIVITIES CLUB
Meeting on selected dates and various 
locations, IMLAC takes in the city’s parks, 
its culture, fabulous eating options as well 
as festivals, galleries and concerts.
www.life.org.au/imlac 
or call Dianne 0425 140 981

10AM EVERY 3RD TUESDAY, Pomodoro 
Sardo Restaurant, 111 Lonsdale St 

EASTENDERS COFFEE CLUB

Come along and join the company of friends 
and neighbours. Meet new people and be 
informed. 
eastendersinc@gmail.com

4-6PM, EVERY SUNDAY, CAMPARI HOUSE, 
23-25 HARDWARE LANE

TRIVIA ON THE ROOF 

A retractable roof and drink specials will 
help warm up your brain for Sunday after-
noon trivia. Bookings not required. 9600 
1574 or info@camparihouse.com.au

7.20AM FOR A 7.40AM START, TUESDAYS

ROTARY CENTRAL SUNRISE

Interested in what we do? Join us for break-
fast! We meet at the RACV City Club 501 
Bourke St, Melbourne. 
rotaryclubcentralmelbourne.org.au

10.30-11.15AM, EVERY 3RD SATURDAY, 
CITY LIBRARY

ONCE UPON A TUNE

An interactive musical adventure that 
features live music by Beethoven, Brahms 
and Brumby. Suitable for children aged 
from 5-12 years. FREE. 

4TH MONDAY OF EACH MONTH. LUNCH-
TIME, ST PETER’S EAST MELBOURNE

AUSTRAL SALON OF MUSIC

Listen to music from talented young 
musicians. Make new friends.
www.australsalon.org
0449 727 910

10.30AM-2PM WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY & 
SUNDAY, 326 LONSDALE ST

MEET UP WITH FRIENDS
Instant coffee or tea with a biscuit for $1.00
Meet up with friends or enjoy meeting others at 
St Francis Pastoral Centre (entry next to the book 
shop in the church yard). 9663 2495

St Michael's
120 Collins St, Melbourne, 3000
Ph: 9654 5120
Church times:
Sunday Service at 10.00am 

Chabad of Melbourne
Suite 301, 343 Lt Collins St
Ph: 9525-9929
Chabad of Melbourne CBD hosts regular 
lunchtime lecture series on various topics.

City on a Hill
Sundays at 9am, 10.30am and 6pm.
Hoyts Cinemas, Melbourne Central

Collins Street Baptist Church
174 Collins St 
Ph: 9650 1180
Sundays services: 10.30am

Hillsong City Youth
Krimper Cafe, 20 Guildford Lane, 
Melbourne - Every Friday 7pm-9pm

Holy Cross Orthodox Mission
261/265 Spring St
www.australianorthodox.org

Scots’ Church
156, Collins St
Ph: 9650 9903
Sundays 10:30 am (Indonesian), 11:00 am 

(Traditional) and 5:00 pm (Contemporary)

St Francis’ Church
326 Lonsdale St | 9663 2495
Sunday: 7am, 8am, 9:30am, 11am (St 
Francis’ Choir) and 12.30, 1.30, 4.30, 6.00 
pm
Filipino Community Mass: Second Sunday 
of the month at 2.30pm
Indonesian Community Mass: Third Sunday 

of the month at 2.30pm

St Paul’s Cathedral
Cnr Flinders and Swanston Streets
Ph: 9653 4333
Sundays: 8.00am, 9.00am, 10.30am, 6.00pm

St. Augustine’s Catholic Church
631 Bourke St.  Melb
Ph: 9614 1722
Sundays Mass: 10.30am & 8.00pm
Mon – Fri   Mass:  1.05pm
Mon – Fri  Confessions: 12.30pm

Wesley Church
148 Lonsdale St
9.15 am Gospel Hall Cantonese/Mandarin 
Service
11.00 am Morning Worship Service
7.00 pm Evening Worship Service

PRAYER TIMES

|  O C T  |

EVERY SUNDAY FROM 2.30PM, 
THE HUB, 506 ELIZABETH ST

FILM CLUB
The fi lm club has some of the best fi lm noir 
classics including 1962 French Classic and 
two time Cannes winner "Sundays and 
Cybelle". FREE, coffee provided.
Contact John on 0459 398 358

10AM-2PM, OCT 2-6, STATE LIBRARY

IMAGINED INSTRUMENTS

Start your own family band these school 
holidays in this workshop for kids and 
grown-ups. Kids from 5-12 years will be 
brimming with ideas of how to invent a 
music-making machine using everyday 
materials.

11AM-1.30PM, EVERY DAY, GORDON 
RESERVE, 99 SPRING ST

FREE WALKING TOUR

If you have ever wanted to know the CBD 
better (or understand why our city uses 
hook turns) this tour, which takes in archi-
tecture, culture and history, is for you. FREE, 
bookings not required. 0403 647 923 

10AM-4PM, EVERY SUNDAY, STATE 
LIBRARY OF VICTORIA

PLAY POD
Until September 5 the theme for the chil-
dren’s program is Penguin Problems, where 
kids can become a penguin for the day in 
the winter-themed Play Pod. Children’s 
activities run until December. FREE.

EVERY THURSDAY FROM 1PM, 

ST MICHAEL'S, 120 COLLINS ST

ST MICHAEL’S RECITAL

Experience spectacular music as the St 
Michael's grand organ comes to life for a 
free 30-minute recital every Thursday.
No booking required. 9654 5120

6PM, 1ST THURSDAY OF THE MONTH 
THE KELVIN CLUB, 14 MELBOURNE PL

RESIDENTS 3000 DRINKS
A community group that connects, supports 
and represents residents of Melbourne’s 
CBD.
Events are posted on 
www.residents3000.com.au

8-8.30AM, EVERY THURSDAY, THE ATRIUM, 
FED SQUARE

MORNING MEDITATION

Start your morning with a free 30-minute 
meditation. Run by Calm in the City, these 
sessions include light commentary, music 
and some quiet time too! 

11AM-4PM, 1ST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH, 
ACMI, CNR OF SWANSTON AND FLINDERS

ACMI FAMILY SUNDAYS

Get hands-on with fi lmmaking and anima-
tion, live video game competitions, crafty 
projects and more, or take a break in the 
cinemas showing family-friendly fi lms.

2-5PM, OCT 22, IMMIGRATION MUSEUM

UNDER THE OLIVE TREE

Embark on a journey of sound in an after-
noon of Arabic and Jewish music presented 
with The Boite. Masters of oud and percus-
sion Raed Mekha, Yuval Ashkar and George 
El-Azar will play alongside new and exciting 
musical talents. Tickets $20-25.

1-2.30PM, EVERY WEDNESDAY, CITY 
LIBRARY

ESL READING GROUP

Join this free and fun weekly reading pro-
gram, read along with others and practice 
pronunciation, improve English comprehen-
sion and vocabulary and meet new people. 
Both native and ESL speakers are welcome. 

8-9AM, EVERY FRIDAY, FED SQUARE

HEALTH QIGONG 

Regulate your Qi (chi) with these free class-
es taken by professional instructors from 
Tai Chi Australia. The sessions incorporate 
physical, mental and breathing practices to 
promote the fl ow of energy through all bod-
ily channels, and prevent Qi blockages. 

 12-9PM, OCT 15, TOWN HALL

THE FESTIVAL OF QUESTIONS

The Wheeler Centre presents numerous 
thought-provoking sessions for Melbourne 
Festival. Thinkers like Julian Burnside, 
Gareth Evans and Anna Krien will open your 
mind for the big questions. $60 for a full 
day pass and $20 for single sessions. 
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TRADES AND SERVICES If you are not in this trades and services directory, then email advertising@cbdnews.

com.au or phone 8689 7980 to get a simple line-listing for three months for FREE!!!

ACCOUNTING

PH 9603 0066
www.rubiixbusinessaccountants.com.au

Maximising your profits by 
minimising your tax

BROTHEL

SWE4215BESWE4215BE

466 City Road South Melbourne 
near Crown Casino, Tram 96, City Road Stop

Call Now 96964666
www.studio466.com.au

CLEANING
Your cleaning  

experts!
APARTMENTS / OFFICES  

CARPETS / WINDOWS

P: 9646 7996  
86 Lorimer St, Docklands  
www.concierge86.com.au 

DRY CLEANING / PARCEL PICK UP & DELIVERY

DINNER COMPANION
MIDDLE-AGED MALE AVAILABLE TO 

ESCORT LADIES ONLY  E.G.  DINE OUT 

ETC no monies, CBD. Ph: 0415 138 471

DEBT COLLECTOR

DO YOU NEED A DEBT COLLECTOR? 

NO COLLECT.  NO COMMISSION.
Tel : 1300 471 772

www.piranhacollect.com.au
Email: support@piranhacollect.com.au

ENTERTAINMENT

101 Waterfront Way, Docklands, 3008
melbournestar.com

ESCORTS

FAMILY LAW

LAWYERS

PEARCE WEBSTER 
DUGDALES

Tel: 9614 5122 Fax: 9614 2964
Web: www.pearcewebster.com.au

PHOTOGRAPHY

0417 505 553
patrickvarney.com.au

professional photography

Corporate and Events 
Hospitality
Food

PHYSIOTHERAPY

physiotherapy

Level 9, 289 Flinders Lane 
T 9663 2043 

www.vivaphysiotherapy.com

sports, spinal, pregnancy and headaches

MIGRATION AGENT

Zhenya Vernon
(MARN 1572163)

evgeniya.vernon@outlook.com / 0450 460 648

REAL ESTATE 

SELLING | LEASING | PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

www.cityresidentialbourkestreet.com.au  

T: 03 9001 1333

SALES Glenn Donnelly m: 0419 998 235

LEASING Lina D’Ambrosio m: 0430 959 851 

818 Bourke Street, 
Docklands  

VIC 3008

1300 878 188
0415 318 888 

enrichproperty.com.au

HOCKINGSTUART.COM.AU 
T. 03 9600 2192
MELBOURNE  LEVEL 1/180 QUEEN STREET

Thinking of Selling? James Flynn
 0417 337 819
Thinking of Leasing? Donna Grainger

 0418 371 555

www.mcre.com.au
Level 4, 340 Collins Street, Melbourne 3000

Residential/Commercial
Sales/Leasing/Owners Corporation
Proudly serving the CBD

846 Bourke Street, Docklands | 9251 9000        
People minded, Property Driven

Sam Nathan - Managing Director

561 Little Lonsdale St, Melbourne VIC 3000
T: 9329 9432     M: 0407 552 922     
E: sam.nathan@npm.com.au
W: www.npm.com.au

SCHOOLS

WELLBEING

WORKSHOPS  

PROGRAMS | EVENTS 
LAUGHTER SESSIONS  

WINDOW SOUND-PROOFING

For body corporate and heritage listed 
homes and apartments

SOUNDPROOFING WINDOWS

YOUR 
TARGET IS 

OUR 
TARGET

WE THINK 
INSIDE THE 

GRID
Talk to CBD News owner 

Shane Scanlan 

T 0419 542 625 

E shane@cbdnews.com.au 

about how to customise your 

campaign to our audience 

every month.
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Council denies harming carriage industry
By James Manton

Th e City of Melbourne has 
eff ectively shut down the city's 
horse-drawn carriage industry 
but refuses to admit doing so.

Th e council announced in May that it would 

no longer renew street trading permits from 

horse-drawn carriage businesses after they 

expired on June 30.

Horse-drawn carriage operator Alex 

MacDonald says the council has 

intentionally hindered the industry in the 

city and been subversive in its decision-

making process.

Mr MacDonald’s revenue has dropped about 

60 per cent since his last permit expired 

which has forced him to lay off  a number of 

staff .

“I never heard anything and then I heard 

it on the radio that they’d cancelled the 

permits,” Mr MacDonald said.

Mr MacDonald said he was denied an 

opportunity to speak to councillors last 

year because council meetings at which, 

the matter was to be discussed never 

eventuated.

“I never had the chance to give any 

submission (to the Future Melbourne 

Committee). Th e meeting never happened,” 

he said.

At a Future Melbourne Committee meeting 

last month, Lord Mayor Robert Doyle said 

the idea that the council did not see the 

horse-drawn carriage industry as a tourism 

attraction was a “misrepresentation”.

“What we decided to do was to stop issuing 

permits,” he said. “Carriages have a perfect 

right to operate. Th ey are vehicles as 

classifi ed by VicRoads.”

“We are happy if they continue to operate, 

but it will not be with a City of Melbourne 

permit.” 

Th e permit issue was supposed to be 

discussed at a Future Melbourne Committee 

meeting in September last year, however 

it was pulled from the agenda with the 

intention that it be relisted for discussion 

again early 2017.

A City of Melbourne spokesperson said 

businesses were fi rst made aware of the 

council’s decision on July 20 last year, 

however Mr MacDonald denies this.

Th e spokesperson said the decision was 

made because of the eff ect the new Metro 

Rail works would have on parking in 

Swanston St, moving the horse-drawn 

carriage pick-up spot from the corner of 

Swanston and Flinders streets to St Kilda Rd 

opposite the Queen Victoria Gardens.

“We weren’t even informed of the decision 

before it was announced on the radio, which, 

considering we’re a key stakeholder and 

we employ people and have horses to look 

after and things like that, I think it’s pretty 

poor form from a supposed Liberal leader 

that he does this to small businesses,” Mr 

MacDonald said.

Mr MacDonald criticised the council’s 

inability to regulate the industry, saying that 

the council issued only one fi ne in the past 

fi ve-and-a-half years despite three known 

illegal operators working in the CBD.

“I expect a lot of cowboys on horses and 

carriages if they’re not regulated, but I don’t 

expect the council to behave like cowboys,” 

he said.

Mr MacDonald said he may be forced to 

trade illegally in the CBD if the industry was 

not regulated properly.

Alex MacDonald says the City of Melbourne is closing down his industry using back-door methods.
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