
COMPROMISE ON CHILDCARE

- page 3 -
ASSAULTED BY "TEXTER"

- page 6 -

TERRORISM WARNING

- page 7 -

 WWW.CBDNEWS.COM.AU  FOR THE MONTH OF JULY, 2018    ISSUE 44

见 25  页

FREE

IT'S AN HONOUR

- page 4 -

Supporting 
women in 
Malawi
Not-for-profit organisation Grace Pads, 
which provides reusable sanitary pads 
to women in Malawi, Africa, hosted 
a fundraising event at Mercerdes Me 
Melbourne on Collins Street on June 20. 

The social enterprise empowers Malawian 
women by offering them a hygienic means to 
manage their periods, while also providing 
employment.  In our picture are (from left) 
Christy Hildyard (co-founder), Australian 
Consul to Malawi Trent Smyth, Erin 
Boutros (co-founder) and Eleanor Baillieu 
(marketing and communications director). 

For more visit gracepads.com

Doubt cast on lord mayoral result
By Shane Scanlan

There is doubt over Melbourne’s 
recent lord mayoral by-election 
as up to 8313 enrolled voters 
were potentially denied a vote 
due to a known electoral flaw.

With Lord Mayor Sally Capp beating 
candidate Jennifer Yang by just 4666 votes in 
May, there is every possibility that the wrong 
woman is wearing the robes and chain.

The flaw results from the City of Melbourne’s 
practice of nominating to the Victorian 
Electoral Commission (VEC) the address of 
third-party agencies rather than the actual 
address of non-resident ratepayers. 

At the recent by-election some 6889 ballots 
were posted “care of” real estate agencies 

and further 1424 were sent “care of” law 
firms.  In the case of overseas non-resident 
owners, both the agents and VEC agree that 
there is not enough time allowed for these 
ballots to be returned.

The VEC admits the flaw, but says Victorian 
legislation dictates the timing of the postal 
voting.  

Spokesperson Sue Lang told CBD News: “The 
timing is legislated and we have advised 
the Minister and Parliament (through 
submissions and reports) that mail delivery 
times are not adequate given the changes 
to the Australia Post delivery model, even 
within the Victorian context.”

Ms Lang said it was likely that Australian-
based non-resident owners did have enough 
time to return their ballots.  

The way the electoral roll is compiled, there 
is no way of knowing which non-resident 
ratepayers live in Australia and how many 

live overseas. But, with the vast majority 
being Chinese or of Chinese descent, it 
is likely they would have voted for losing 
candidate Jennifer Yang.

A further problem with the voting system 
is that there is no audit of what actually 
happened to the 8313 “care of” votes that 
were posted or delivered to real estate 
agencies and law firms.

Because there is no record of the signatures 
for this category of voter, it is possible for the 
agents to fill out and return the ballots.

CBD News asked the VEC if it was willing 
to check how many of the “care of” votes 
were actually counted among the 76,492 
formal votes received.  But Ms Lang said, 
again, legislation prevented the commission 
checking for this type of electoral fraud.

“I’ve checked and it is now too late to 
conduct this exercise as all ballot material 
has been sealed as required by law,” she said.

However, this response appears to be 
inconsistent with an earlier comment from 
Ms Lang that the VEC intended to generate a 
“non-voters” list “in couple of months” time.

To audit for fraud, the VEC could count how 
many ballots from overseas owners had 
been returned and included in the count.  
Given that it was not possible for overseas 
voters to participate because there was not 
enough time allocated, it would be easy for 
the VEC see how many had been illegally 
returned by locally-based third parties.

One of the many real estate agents that CBD 
News spoke to actually innocently admitted 
to filling out 59 ballots in good faith on 
behalf of overseas owners.

The agent said, because there was no 
possibility of the ballots being returned in 
time, he emailed owners seeking their voting 
instructions.

Continued on page 2.

SERVICING THE MELBOURNE CBD COMMERCIAL 
PROPERTY MARKET 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK

CALL US TODAY 1300 666 888
C B R E M E L B O U R N E . C O M . A U



2    CBD NEWS    ISSUE 44

Suite 108, 198 Harbour Esplanade 
PO Box 23008  Docklands  8012 
Tel: 8689 7980   
www.cbdnews.com.au

Advertising 
Tel: 8689 7980 
advertising@cbdnews.com.au

Reader contributions are welcome.  
Please send articles and images to  
news@cbdnews.com.au

The deadline for the August 2018 
edition is Thursday, July19. 

Follow us on Twitter  
@CBD_News_3000

Like us on Facebook  
cbdnewsmelbourne

Publisher: Hyperlocal News Pty Ltd  
ABN: 57 623 558 725

Editor: Shane Scanlan  
shane@hyperlocalnews.com.au

20,000 copies are printed and 
distributed exclusively within 
Melbourne's CBD each month.  CBD 
News works for advertisers because 
people like to know what is happening 
in their neighbourhood.

Views expressed by contributors are not 
those of the publishers.

Doubt on LM result
Asked whether any took up the offer, he said: 
“Yes they did. We only had four non-takers.”

Ms Lang said: “Only the voter nominated/
to whom the ballot pack is addressed 
may complete the ballot paper, sign the 
declaration envelope and return to the VEC.”

Without a formal audit of this large cohort of 
votes (5.75 per cent of the total enrolment), 
the system is open to abuse.

Among the larger allocations of ballots sent 
to third parties were: MICM – 1700; Apex 
– 304; Ironfish – 258; Melcorp – 199; Ausin – 
196 and Dingle – 145.

Some 14 ballots were simply addressed c/- 
“building manager” at a street address and 
a further four were addressed c/- “managers 
office”.

Just why so many ballots were not sent 
directly to non-resident voters remains a 
mystery, with different explanations offered 
by the VEC and the City of Melbourne.

Ms Lang told CBD News: “You should also 
keep in mind that the voter has nominated 
the third parties to deal with their mail on 
their behalf.”

But the City of Melbourne, which compiles 
this section of the electoral roll, admits it 
mostly has the residential addresses of non-
resident owners on its rates database, but 
only uses it when an owner has more than 
one property.

“With regards to absentee owners, where 
they own one investment property we 
forward all correspondence to the real estate 
agent, but record their residential address 
if it is provided on the system for reference 
purposes only,” a spokespersons said.

“The reason we send all correspondence 
via the agent is because we have found that 
the owner does not advise council when 
they move from their residential address. 
The agent, on the other hand, does advise 
council when they no longer manage a 
property.”

The agents themselves would prefer not to 
be involved, not just because of the postage 
cost burden it imposes but also because of 
the responsibility it foists on them for such 
an important civil function.

NPM managing director Sam Nathan 
summed up the response of many 
agents when he told CBD News: “It’s a 
fundamentally flawed system.  The pure 
inefficiency is staggering."

"But, what’s worse, is the responsibility it 
puts on a third party.  If someone wanted 
to, they could fill them all in and send them 
back.”

“There’s two lots of snail mail involved, not to 
mention relying on someone in the middle 
doing the right thing,” Mr Nathan said.

“I think someone has screwed up,” he said. 
“The council would know the address of the 
ratepayer. Why send it to us?”

Continued from page 1.

Overall crime 
figure falls  
in the CBD
The number of reported 
crimes in the CBD fell in the 
year to March 31, according 
to recently-released Crime 
Statistics Agency (CSA) data.

The overall crime figure dropped from 
17,517 in 2017 to 16,364 in 2018. 

But not all categories were down.  
“Crimes against the person” were slightly 
up – from 2349 to 2381; “drug offences” 
rose from 854 to 859; and “public order 
and security offences went from 2319 in 
2017 to 2526 this year.

Categories where the numbers of crimes 
fell were “property and deception 
offences” (9493 down to 8427); “justice 
procedures offences” (2454 down to 
2142); and “other offences (25 down to 
10).

Within those categories, offences of most 
interest in the CBD were “assaults” – up 
slightly from 1611 in 2017 to 1626 in 2018; 
“robberies” – down from 185 to 161; and 
“disorderly and offensive conduct” – up 
from 1817 to 1942.

Don’t underestimate the high value rental market

Sam Nathan 
Managing Director

561 Little Lonsdale St, Melbourne VIC 3000         
T: 9329 9432    E: info@npm.com.au     W: www.npm.com.au

There is a fast emerging segment of our city not getting the awareness it should - the high value rental market.

The increased activity in the high end rental market (which we would generally class as any long term occupancy (as opposed 
to a short term or corporate stay) commencing from circa $1,000 per week) can be attributed to many factors. However, it has 
arisen fundamentally from a deepening in demand from a growing numbers of individuals, couples and families with the required 
means, and the emergence of a greater number of buildings containing apartments of suitable character to support higher end 
tenant requirements. 

The former is a natural consequence of a growing city and economic base, the later of a gradually maturing apartment market. 
They are coming together to drive increased demand from a tightly defined, well informed, sophisticated cohort of tenants seek-
ing accommodation within premiere buildings.

Interesting, but not unsurprisingly, higher value tenants seek security of tenure. Accordingly, the proportion of leases executed 
for terms of two years or longer is significantly higher than across the broader market, often negotiated with specific conditions 
and clauses reflecting the commercial nature of both the landlord and tenants, together with the circumstances and objectives 
of all parties.

Our exposure to high calibre buildings across the central city and city fringe provides a direct representation of the deepening 
demand within this shifting segment, with over 40 apartments leased in excess of $1,000 per week over the past 12 months, 
and some select residences leasing at in excess of $3,000 per week for between two and five year lease terms.

Our objective in assisting both sides of a transaction is to ensure all requirements and considerations are met. 

One theme is of paramount importance at this level of the market … the requirement for the agent to understand that the tenant 
is a custodian of a significant asset, not a cashbox, and for the agent to be of the required experience and awareness to act as a 
key advisor to all sides of the transaction given the context of the properties and capital sums involved.

This is an emerging market segment but is gaining momentum rapidly. The depth of tenants with the required financial capacity, 
changing nature of demographic composition, lifestyle trends and housing/lifestyle preferences, and increased delivery of suit-
able apartment supply will only drive this activity further.

To discuss this emerging market or how we can provide guidance in relation to your high-calibre investment property, feel free to 
make contact with me directly.
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FAIRY FLOSS   POPCORN   ANIMAL FARM
PRIZES   ART & CRAFT   MUSIC

STILT WALKERS   BUBBLES

SUNDAYS UNTIL 29 JULY 9AM - 4PM QUEEN ST PLAZA

Melbourne´s Marketplace
CNR OF ELIZABETH & VICTORIA ST, MELBOURNE

QVM.COM.AU

Sundays just got a whole lot more fun at Queen Vic Market. 
Bring the little ones and enjoy:

Compromise on childcare centre
Local parents and the City of Melbourne have reached a sensible compromise to keep the Melbourne City Childcare Centre in 
A’Beckett St open until the end of the year.

Council management wanted to evict the 
19 families using the centre on August 31 
but, at the Future Melbourne Committee 
meeting on June 21, councillors intervened 
and unanimously voted to extend operations 
until December 21.

After the meeting, parents were ecstatic 
– despite wanting the centre to remain open 
until a 120-place facility is opened at the 
nearby Queen Victoria Market "Munro" site.

Many had addressed councillors, citing 
numerous reasons why the centre should not 
be closed.

Parents presented research that their 
children would be damaged if separated 
prematurely from their carers and peers.  If 
they were to be relocated, they asked to be 
moved together – a privilege they pointed 
out that was recently afforded to families at 
two other council-run centres.

Parent Alan Bailey said: “Potentially negative 
outcomes include: increased emotional and 
behavioural distress, which can persist for 
weeks following a care transition; increased 
social withdrawal and aggression; and 
decreased quality of relationships with 
subsequent teachers and peers.”

“The harsh reality is that, should an abrupt 
closure go ahead, the children of A’Beckett 

St will bear the personal cost of previous 
councils’ poor planning for CBD childcare.”

Parent Daniel Vigilante accused council 
management of making “absurd excuses” for 
closing the centre.

“12 years ago, it was electromagnetic 
radiation in the kitchen.  This time it is dust 
from nearby developments,” he said.

He said the management’s recommendation 
to close the centre in August was 
“extraordinarily unfair and it borders on 
callous”.

“We’re pleading with council to show some 
compassion and give us just a little more 
time,” he said.

The council estimates it is costing $50,000 
per month to keep the centre open, largely 
because there are not enough children.

Community services manager Alison 
Duncan told the meeting: “On a Monday the 
centre runs with five staff – a co-ordinator 
and four staff – for as little as five children, if 
we have one child away.”

But parents say the council had not tried 
hard enough to attract more families.

“There are parents literally begging to come 
to this centre,” Mr Vigilante said.

“By your own figures, that’s a couple of 
hundred thousand dollars – money well 
spent, that will allow the kinder kids to finish 
their last few months before transitioning to 
primary school.”

The council’s people portfolio chair, Cr 
Beverley Pinder, proposed the compromise 
and won unanimous support from her 
colleagues behind the scenes.

Cr Nicolas Frances Gilley said: “I’m going to 
support Beverly’s motion partly because it’s 
her portfolio and she’s in it and she’s having 
the conversations.”

Cr Susan Riley said: “To think that we would 
put them through four months of uncertainty 
before they are ready for school doesn’t sit 
well with me.”

But she cautioned parents to understand 
that the centre had to be closed: “This is the 
best that we can do. Please understand that 
this centre is not viable to go on any further.”

After the meeting, Mr Vigilante said: “While 
many of us are still disappointed that council 
has decided to close the centre without a 
genuine transition pathway or alternative 
centre to move into, we are at least pleased 
that a sensible compromise has been 
secured.”

He acknowledged Cr Pinder’s efforts: 
“I thank her enormously – she was 
instrumental.”

Cr Pinder said: “As chair of the People City 
portfolio, my leaning will always be towards 
‘people first’ ensuring my views on fairness 
are strongly conveyed to my councillor 
colleagues while affording respect to their 
individual standpoints.” 

Parents and children of the A'Beckett St centre.
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It’s an honour
CBD local Su Baker was awarded an AM in the general Order of Australia in the June Queens Birthday Honours.  

But looking at her CV, you wonder why it has 
taken so long!

As an artist and academic, her involvement 
spans the nation over many years and even 
includes overseas contributions.

“Oh yes, but it’s not all concurrent,” 
she modestly told CBD News, when 
complimented on her list of achievements.

Su explains it as just happening to have the 
personality type that gets things done.

“The recognition is great.  But that’s not why 
you do it,” she said.  “Doing the work is a 
reward in itself. You do it because you think 
it should be done.”

“Leadership is an expectation that I have of 
myself,” she said.

Among other things, Prof Baker runs the 
Victorian College of the Arts (VCA) and 
has been instrumental in its journey to 
becoming a faculty of the University of 

Melbourne. Before that, she played a similar 
role in Sydney.

She’s an author, editor, artist, administrator 
and academic who has contributed to no 
end of boards and committees all over the 
place and on multiple subjects.

Being raised in Perth and later experiencing 
the arts around the nation, it was natural 
for her to gravitate towards Melbourne, 
where her family had been part of the arts 
establishment before moving west.

“Melbourne is a great community for the 
arts,” she said.

Her mum and dad had both attended the 
University of Melbourne, courtesy of the 
Commonwealth’s repatriation scheme for 
returned service personnel.

Her artist father (an OAM himself) actually 
ran the “gallery school”, which eventually 
morphed into the VCA.

Her love of the arts blends seamlessly with 
her enthusiasm for CBD living.  She lives on 
the Hero building in Russell St and is vice-
president of the community-centric Kelvin 
Club, which is just down stairs in Melbourne 
Place.

When she first arrived in Melbourne in 2000, 
she tried living in Richmond, South Yarra 
and Williamstown before settling on the 
CBD in 2003.

“I’d lived in Kings Cross and Potts Point in 
Sydney, so I suppose I was always destined 
to gravitate to the city,” she explained.

She said the vertical living offered bonded 
people in the building closely together, 
resulting in strong friendships and a tangible 
sense of community.

“The CBD is progressively getting a better 
sense of its residential community,” she said. 
“The council is starting to respond well to the 

challenges such as waste management.”

On the negative side, she remarked that it 
was sad to see boutique retail struggling, 
although the “laneway culture” was alive and 
well.

Prof Baker was awarded her AM for 
“significant service to tertiary education 
in the visual and creative arts, particularly 
through advancing scholarship and research 
opportunities.”

And being a painter herself, her reality is 
not merely academic. She described her 
approach to painting as visually describing 
the present.

“But I’d really have to show you to explain 
properly,” she said.

The public will get the chance to see her 
works in October when she expects to have 
her next exhibition.
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Scott knows the city 
and everyone in it
Scott McElroy is passionate about Melbourne’s architecture and 
its history. He knows the city better than the back of his hand. 
Every building. Every story.

And more importantly, the right people. Scott’s unique gift is his 
ability to connect with everyone he meets.

It’s a far-reaching network that helps him find buyers for every 
type of property. Scott has sold or managed properties in many 
of the city’s most iconic buildings.

He handles some of the most exclusive properties in Melbourne, 
including new projects that improve Melbourne’s constantly 
evolving skyline.

If you’re thinking of selling your property, speak to Scott about 
introducing you to the right buyer.

Scott McElroy 
0411 889 972

Melbourne Office 
Level 1/180 Queen Street, Melbourne, 9600 2192 
hockingstuart.com.au/melbourne

Murky accounting on Munro deal
By Shane Scanlan

The actual figures remain 
murky, but it appears the 
City of Melbourne’s 2014 
investment in the “Munro site” 
adjacent to the Queen Victoria 
Market (QVM) has blown out 
spectacularly. 

At face value, the council seems to have paid 
$60 million too much to achieve $70 million 
worth of community facilities at the site and 
partial freehold ownership.

The council told CBD News it was spending 
net $129.3 million for the facilities (which 
it values at $70 million) as well as retaining 
33.25 per cent of the overall site and some 
new public connections with the CBD.

Gross figures remain unavailable, as do full 
details of its deal with joint venture partner 
PDG Corporation – although the council 
has revealed PDG is paying $26.7 million for 
“development rights”, a very modest sum in 
the circumstances.

The council bought the Munro site for 
$76 million (it says it has paid a further 
$10 million in “acquisition costs”) on 
the assumption that it could be sub-divided 
with a total of 1800 apartments on the 
land in multiple towers.

At the time of purchase, a 20-metre height 
limit applied but the council gambled and 
lost on former permissive planning minister 
Matthew Guy lifting this to 200 metres.

This didn’t happen because, weeks later, 
the coalition lost office and his successor 
Richard Wynne took a much tougher line.

The recently-approved planning permit for 
the site allows for just 410 apartments – of 
which 48 are deemed “affordable”.

The actual council losses would be known 
to only a select few (and probably not any 
councillors) and could be well north of $60 
million.  For instance, on what basis does 
it value at $70 million its yet-to-be-defined 
community facilities.

In this newspaper in May, former City of 
Melbourne finance chair Stephen Mayne 
was talking about $30 million worth of 
community facilities.

Former councillor Mayne was there when 
the council thought it would make $56 
million on the partial sale of the land for the 
apartment developments.

He wrote: “However, when buying Munro, 
the plan was to partially recoup the 
investment by quickly flicking part of the 
site to a high-rise developer. At the time, 
there was talk of three towers and 1800 
apartments.”

“With a 20-metre height limit, council took 
a lot of risk on Munro … Eight months after 
the change of government, council remained 

optimistic as can be seen in its 10-year 
financial plan adopted as part of the 2015-16 
budget. Page 38 assumes a cash receipt of 
$56 million to arrive in the 2016-17 financial 
year.”

“Alas, reality dawned on council over the 
next 12 months and, rather than receiving 
$56 million from the partial sale of Munro, 
after an exhaustive competitive tender 
process councillors voted to do a joint 
venture with developer PDG which would 
see a further $50 million council investment 
on Munro, potentially rising to $80 million 
if Dick Wynne didn’t sign off on a proposed 
600-apartment, single residential tower.”

Whatever the council’s Munro site 
investment and/or losses, it is determined to 
isolate them from figuring in its overall QVM 
redevelopment estimate of $250 million. This 
is a mistake. Why not just calculate the lot?

It seems clear that this net $250 million 
figure was plucked out of the air early in 
the days when former lord mayor Robert 
Doyle was doing land swap deals with the 
former Napthine government.  But the 
council is sticking with the number and is 
only prepared to factor-in the still-to-be-
revealed cost of providing 503 Munro-based 
car spaces in its QVM estimates.

At the same time, it flaunts the value of 
Munro in freeing up the current car park 
for a civic space – a central plank of its 
motivation for QVM redevelopment.  Can it 
have it both ways?

It will argue it has “invested” at Munro, while 
others will see the outcome of its dabbling in 
property speculation as a straight loss.

As reported elsewhere in this edition, the 
council is moving with indecent haste to 
evict children and their parents from its 
central city childcare facility in A’Beckett 
St, which originally wasn’t meant to close 
until the much larger Munro site alternative 
facility was open for business.

True to form, the officer report to its June 
21 Future Melbourne Committee doesn’t 
actually mention the fact that the council 
intends to sell the property to off-set its 
losses on Munro and subsidise the cost of 
the QVM redevelopment to stay beneath 
its artificial cap of $250 million. Why the 
hurry to sell A’Beckett Street? Are the 
numbers that bad?

I daresay the council will be pleased to 
include this asset sale to support future 
reporting of its net $250 million market 
redevelopment estimate. The same will 
apply when it eventually sells the large 
surplus site on the southern boundary of the 
market, once it has fulfilled its contractual 
commitments to the state government by 
constructing the new Franklin St.

It will only presumably be after the sale of 
this site – which could raise upwards of $50 
million – that council will be able to claim 
its “net investment” in QVM is below the 
arbitrary $250 million – provided you don’t 
include its overspending at Munro, of course. 
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Texting leads to assault
Elderly CBD resident Eva 
wants something done about 
“texting pedestrians”, having 
been deliberately injured by 
one outside her Collins St home 
on May 23.

The 75-year-old (who doesn’t want her 
surname revealed for fear of reprisals) said 
she walked out of her apartment block at 
3.30 pm and turned right to walk to the bank.

“I felt an object – a phone as it turns out – in 
my back,” she recalled. “The next thing I felt 
was a woman’s hands on my shoulders and 
then she pushed me to the ground.”

Eva suffered a fractured rib, a dislocated 
hip and internal bleeding in the fall.  But, 
perhaps the worst thing, was being assaulted 
for impeding the progress of someone who 
wasn’t looking where she was going because 
she was texting on her phone.

“I guess I wasn’t walking at the same pace, 
but that’s no reason to throw me face down 
on the footpath,” she said.

Eva described her attacker as a well-dressed, 
40-something, professional-looking woman.

“She looked miserable,” Eva said. “You know 
how some women reach a certain age and 
just become miserable?”

“Maybe she felt better when she pushed me 
over,” she said.

Eva reported that her assailant stopped and 
joined a throng of people who stopped to 
enquire about her health.

“But she didn’t hang around.  She knew 
what she had done and took off,” she said.

She initially insisted she wasn’t injured 
and continued to the bank to cash a 
cheque.  It was only later that she realised 
how damaged she was – particularly when 
she saw blood on her pillow the next 
morning.

In the few minutes that CBD News spent 
with Eva on the footpath outside her 
home, four pedestrians passed with their 
heads bowed and their eyes and fingers 
firmly on their keyboards.

She thinks new laws are needed to compel 
pedestrians to watch where they are going 
on Melbourne’s footpaths.

“If they want to text, they should be 
stationary because accidents can 
happen,” she said.

There are instances in the US where it is 
illegal to text while crossing streets, but 
that’s really about protecting pedestrians 
from themselves.  So far, no jurisdiction 
has legislated to protect pedestrians from 
other pedestrians.

Victoria Walks executive officer Ben 
Rossiter told CBD News he didn’t think 
that laws governing how people walked 
around the city needed to change.

“That’s an assault.  There’s laws to cover 
that,” he said. “I don’t think laws need to 
change.  That should be dealt with under 
the existing laws of the criminal code.” 

Eva wants something done about distracted pedestrians.

Melbourne 
still Green
The latest federal electorate 
redistribution has removed 
Flemington and Travancore 
– strong Greens areas – from 
the seat of Melbourne held by 
Green MP Adam Bandt.

Mr Bandt said the changes wouldn’t affect 
the Greens’ margin in Melbourne, saying he 
opposed the changes on principle.

“Some independent people have published 
analyses that the changes actually helped 
me,” Mr Bandt said. “I was arguing for 
something that might not help me vote-
wise. I’m disappointed that I won’t be 
representing Flemington and Travancore.”

Changes to inner-city seats were 
necessitated by population growth, with the 
transfer of Flemington and Travancore to 
Bill Shorten’s seat of Maribyrnong to keep 
Melbourne within its quota of voters.

It is still unclear whether or not the Liberal 
Party will run a candidate in Melbourne 
after announcing a potential strategy of 
abandoning inner-city seats late last year.

Melbourne councillor and former Liberal 
candidate for Melbourne Philip Le Liu 
said he didn’t think the redistribution was 
significant but supported running a Liberal 
candidate.

Strata Title Lawyers.
Australia’s leading

provider in Owners
Corporation Law.

For a consultation contact Tom Bacon
L 27, 101 Collins Street 
Melbourne Vic 3000
T: + 61 3 8680 2471
E: tom@stratatitlelawyers.com.au
stratatitlelawyers.com.au

Established in 1968 Whittles is the largest Australian 
owned strata management company and widely 
recognised  for its experienced staff and the provision 
of professional strata management services nationally.  
With specialist expertise in prestigious high-rise 
buildings, marinas, commercial and residential, Whittles 
is proud to be part of Melbourne CBD.
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Market basement a “terrorist target”
West Melbourne architect John McNabb has cautioned the City of Melbourne over the risk of terrorism posed by its planned three-level 
basement under the Queen Victoria Market (QVM).

Mr McNabb, who has designed an 
alternative above-ground proposal, says cars 
and trucks entering the basement would 
have to be so thoroughly checked, that a 
basement solution could be dysfunctional.

Mr McNabb said the defeat of ISIS in the 
Middle East and the transfer of acts of terror 
to heavily-populated hot spots around the 
western world, had brought international 
scrutiny on basement parking.

He said overseas experience showed that 
short-term basement public car parks were 
being reconsidered in the light of terrorism. 
Mr McNabb also said Parliament House in 
Canberra was considering new uses for the 
public carpark under the forecourt of the 
building because of the risk.  Mr McNabb 
was involved in the original design of 
Parliament House.

And, it’s not just bombs that do more 
damage in the confined space of an 
underground car park.  

He said ventilations systems used in such 
facilities, lent themselves to the successful 
deployment of chemical and nerve agents.

Mr McNabb questioned whether the City of 
Melbourne had assessed the relative risk of 
underground parking compared with the 
model he was proposing.

In August last year, Mr McNabb presented an 
alternative redevelopment plan for the QVM 
which involved building another two and 

a half levels above the current market car 
park.  The City of Melbourne has previously 
rejected this plan, primarily because it 
would necessitate further disturbance of 
Melbourne’s first cemetery, which is below 
the car park.

Mr McNabb acknowledges this as a problem 
with his solution, but says the benefits 
outweigh this consideration.  

His plan incorporates space for 1050 cars, 
whereas the council is looking to park about 
200 customer cars in its proposed basement.  
It also incorporates a landscaped rooftop 
“sky park” as well as trader and community 
facilities.

Mr McNabb says his car park would also 
be vulnerable to terrorist bombing but, a 
resulting blast would be lessened because 
the space was not confined.

He said an underground basement would 
require “Check Point Charlie” style security 
searching of all vehicles entering.  

He said delivery vehicles would take so long 
to search, that queues at the single entrance 
would become intolerable. Customers, 
he said, would not bother parking there, 
considering the inconvenience.

He said his plan had multiple entrances and, 

without heritage considerations, queuing 
and turning lanes could be incorporated, 
unlike the council’s basement plan.

The City of Melbourne has foreshadowed 
that it is likely to reapply for a heritage 
permit to remove the Peel St half of sheds A, 
B, C and D to allow it to dig a basement for 
trader facilities, storage and parking.  

In March, Heritage Victoria refused a permit.

The council has so far not revealed its next 
step, but councillors are keen to reapply for 
a permit to temporarily remove the sheds to 
allow the basement to be constructed.

As well as public parking, it would house 
trader parking, storage and preparation 
facilities.

The council refuses to say whether it has 
considered the risk of terrorism in its desire 
to build the basement, with a spokesperson 
saying: “Safeguarding the Queen Victoria 
Markets is a priority for the City of 
Melbourne. However, consistent with safety 
and security best practice, we will not be 
talking about specifics of risk assessments.”

Trader spokesperson Phil Cleary said he 
had consistently argued that underground 
parking was inappropriate as research 
showed that women would avoid it because 
they would feel unsafe.

Architect John McNabb has warned against underground 
parking.



A better QVM option
Only the ALTERNATIVE McNABB CONCEPT 

provides the right car parking to ensure  
the future of the Queen Victoria Market

See detailed plans and documentation on Facebook at www.facebook.com/savevicmarket

Authorised by Phil Cleary, spokesperson for Queen Victoria Market Stallholders & Traders Action Group (STAG)

 9 1050 customer car parks across 2.5 levels
 9 Easy access and egress for customers, traders and suppliers
 9 No heritage issues
 9 Deploys leading-edge technology to build on historic site
 9 Less disruption to market operations
 9 Simple and rapid construction
 9 Environmentally compatible

Tell Melbourne’s city councillors how you feel about this.

“An innovative use of the current market car park space.”
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Political process fails heritage building
Local residents have lost their fight to save from the wrecker’s ball the heritage former Spinks Tinsmith in LaTrobe St.

Neighbouring residents at the Royal Flagstaff 
complex had been fighting a rear-guard 
action to save the 1882 building ever 
since the City of Melbourne approved a 
demolition application in 2016.

The council and the Minister for Planning, 
Richard Wynne, have engaged in a mutual 
finger-pointing competition ever since, with 
each claiming to wish the building could 
have been preserved.

For the residents, the exercise has been 
exasperating, and has left them feeling 
abandoned and cynical about the political 
process.

Resident Sharon Vladusic said: “It was 
so messy, with no one willing to take 
responsibility for the problem. The council 
claimed throughout that it could do no more 
and the Minister neatly dodged the matter 
too.”

“I feel let down by both the local council and 
the state government because there were 
so many opportunities to prevent this from 
happening.”

“It’s like we’ve been on this merry-go-round 
and now this beautiful building is gone 
forever,” Ms Vladusic said.

“We’re all disappointed, frustrated, let down, 
cynical about the process and are left feeling 
that the little people don’t count because 

they don’t have the means to fight back.”

Developer Spacious is to construct a 65m, 
19-storey tower on the site, comprising 118 
apartments. Residents had in 2014 defeated 
a proposal for a 100m tower in the site.

The tawdry exercise is an example of 
dysfunction arising from having so many 
players involved and layers of law dealing 
with planning matters in our city.

The council says it couldn’t refuse the 
demolition application because Mr Wynne 
had not granted the building interim 
heritage protection as they had earlier 
requested.

The Minister says the council’s application 
was “incomplete” but it should not have 
granted the permit while an application for 
protection was in place.

“Other councils would have deferred 
the application for demolition until the 
outcomes of the request for heritage controls 
was known,” the Minister wrote to local MP 
Ellen Sandell.

In any event, the Minister said, Heritage 
Victoria and the Heritage Council did not 
judge the building to be state significant.

The Victorian Civil and Administrative 
Tribunal (VCAT) blames the Minister, saying: 
“Because the Minister for Planning has 

declined to apply interim heritage controls 
over the review site, no permit is required to 
demolish the existing building on the site.”

In response to a Freedom of Information 
request to the Minister about his refusal 
to grant interim heritage protection, the 
department supplied one answer, but 
refused to reveal a second reason because of 
“legal privilege”.

The Greens say the Minister was 
“disingenuous” to claim the council should 
have waited for his decision before granting 
the demolition permit.  In a letter to 
residents, Ms Sandell and Cr Rohan Leppert 
said the developer would have got such a 
permit in any case from VCAT if the council 
had delayed more than 60 days.

In the March correspondence, Ms Sandell 
and Cr Leppert said a new planning scheme 
amendment C258 would include a heritage 
overlay for 488 LaTrobe St, but it would be 
too late the save the building.

“We are pleased at least that the permanent 
heritage overlay, as part of planning scheme 
amendment C258, is soon to be included in 
the planning scheme,” they said.

(Right:) Workers continue demolition at 488 LaTrobe St.

FLOAT ABOVE IT ALL THIS WINTER
Step into the cozy warmth of a Private Cabin 

and curl up in comfy beanbags 40 stories 
above Melbourne; take in the panoramic 
views while sipping on warming mulled 

wine, savouring a cheese hamper replete 
with house baked croutes, quince paste  

and muscatels in heavenly bliss.

ONLINE ONLY! FOR MORE 
INFO OR TO BOOK, HEAD TO 

MELBOURNESTAR.COM
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Drastic plan to reduce CBD motorists 
By David Schout 

The City of Melbourne has proposed sweeping changes to road and parking rules in the CBD to create more space for pedestrians and 
cyclists.

The council is considering reducing the 
speed limit from 40 to 30kmh, reducing main 
streets to one lane and cutting on-street 
parking.

The proposal formed part of the latest 
transport discussion papers released in June, 
which will form its transport strategy to 2050.

Seven of the eight papers have now been 
revealed, with the three released in the last 
month focusing on motor vehicles, parking 
and cycling.

Lord Mayor Sally Capp said the paper raised 
“provoking questions”, and the council 
wanted to especially target the space taken 
up from on-street parking.

“The balance of how people are moving 
around our city has changed significantly,” 
she said.

“We are seeing more pedestrians and more 
people using public transport, who then use 
our streets to walk to their destination. We 
are asking ‘how do we redress that balance?’ 
We will always welcome people into the city 
by car.”

Shortly after the papers were released, both 
Premier Daniel Andrews and Opposition 
Leader Matthew Guy shot down the idea.

Mr Andrews said his government preferred 

to focus on improving public transport, while 
Mr Guy said “I don’t think it’s a radical plan, 
it’s a ridiculous plan”.

Cr Capp responded to their comments: 
“I think it’s great that the Premier and the 
Opposition Leader have both got involved 
with the debate today and we really look 
forward to those discussions going forward.”

The council is forecasting a 50 per cent 
increase in the population in the next 
15 years, and has recently shown a clear 
preference for alternative means of transport 
in the city to deal with this.

In its latest budget it announced that CBD 
parking would increase from $5.50 an hour 
to $7 an hour, alongside further investment 

in cycling infrastructure. 

Cr Capp said the changes proposed in the 
latest discussion papers would also benefit 
the city in a retail capacity, with research 
showing 73 per cent of CBD shoppers do not 
come into the city by car.

Council transport portfolio chairman 
Nicolas Frances Gilley said space was clearly 
becoming an issue.

“We’re thinking about giving some of that 
space back because at the moment, 30 per 
cent of people travelling around the city are 
using 60 per cent of the space,” he said.

Cr Gilley said the council was “in a long 
dialogue with the people of this city”.

“This is a document for discussion. It’s 
not saying ‘guess what, no cars’, it’s saying 
Melbourne, we want to stay beautiful and we 
want to stay great, let’s start talking.”

The last of eight discussion papers, focusing 
on “transport pricing” will be released in July.

Members of the public are encouraged to 
submit their thoughts and ideas surrounding 
transport issues, which Cr Capp said will 
form the city’s strategy to 2050.

If you would like to provide feedback, 
visit participate.melbourne.vic.gov.au/
transportstrategy

Cr Nic Frances Gilley and Lord Mayor Sally Capp outline the latest transport ideas.

Cyclists need protection in the city
Would-be cyclists are fearful 
of riding through the CBD and 
surrounding areas because of a 
lack of protection on the roads, 
City of Melbourne research has 
found.

A recently-released, cycling-focused 
discussion paper revealed the amount of 
confident riders would increase from 22 per 
cent to 83 per cent if the council installed 
physical barriers rather than painted lanes.

It also found that conflict with motorists, 
constant blocking of bike lanes and a lack 
of showers and lockers in the workplace 
discouraged people from cycling.

Spokesman for the Melbourne Bicycle Users 
Group (BUG) Jonathan Nolan told CBD News 
it was imperative the council invested in 
dedicated lanes.

“The only thing we know that has any 
evidence behind it for getting people onto 
their bikes is building bicycle infrastructure,” 
he said.

Mr Nolan acknowledged it was “politically 
tough” to implement dedicated lanes in 
a vehicle-reliant city but “smart leaders” 
around the world were getting it done.

The council is asking for comments 
and ideas from locals that could shape 

Melbourne’s transport strategy to 2050, due 
later this year.

Melbourne BUG is encouraging 
contributions regarding bicycling 
infrastructure that will ultimately benefit 
cyclists in the CBD.

“There’s no safe bike routes on the southern 
side of the CBD. We think here’s one easy 
way, without spending too much money, you 
could make the city better by reducing the 
number of polluting cars that clog our little 
streets,” Mr Nolan said.

“You could pedestrianise a lot of the little 
streets, particularly Flinders Lane.”

He said painted lanes wouldn’t suffice. Not 
just for their lack of safety, but the number of 
people who didn’t pay attention to them.

“The clearway bike lanes aren’t working. The 
City of Melbourne fine people for parking in 
them every day, but doesn’t stop anyone.”

Lord Mayor Sally Capp is decidedly pro-
cycling, and in one of her first moves 
in office, has announced she would be 
scrapping the chauffeur service used by 
former mayor Robert Doyle, opting to cycle 
wherever she can.

Mr Nolan said the change in leadership was 
desperately needed.

“We’re pretty excited at the moment as we’re 
coming out of the dark days of Doyle,” he 
said. “We think there’s real opportunity for 
Sally Capp and she seems to be showing 
a lot of interest in building the kind of 
infrastructure that will get everyday people 
doing their everyday things on bicycles.”

The Bicycles for Everyday Transport 
discussion paper is one of eight papers that 
will shape a new transport strategy. 

Other papers include walking, driving and 
public transport.

The community can submit opinions and 
idea via the participate.melbourne.vic.gov.
au website.

Jonathan Nolan ... advocating for better cycling conditions in the city.
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Richard Foster “lied to us”
Melbourne councillor Nic Frances Gilley used the occasion of endorsement of the council’s 
Reconciliation Action Plan 2018–20 on June 5 to accuse former councillor Richard Foster of lying.

Speaking at the Future Melbourne 
Committee, Cr Frances Gilley said how sorry 
and ashamed he felt for letting down his 
former running mate, Aboriginal woman 
Brooke Wandin, at the 2016 election.

Mr Wandin was elected to the council but 
was found to be ineligible and was brought 
before the courts on electoral fraud charges.  
She was not convicted and received a 
diversion order.

And, as much as he blamed himself, Cr 
Frances Gilley said none of it would have 
happened if Mr Foster had not lied to them.

“I am only here (as a councillor) because 
I spent quite some time, energy and effort 
to get an Aboriginal woman, the first 
Wurundjeri woman, elected to council 
– Brooke Wandin,” he said in a personal 
explanation. “I encouraged her to stand and 
she said ‘I’m only doing this because I feel 
safe with you’.”

Mr Foster enlisted Cr Frances Gilley and 
Ms Wandin as lord mayoral candidates 
to channel votes to him in the councillor 
section of the 2016 election.  However, the 
pair incorrectly nominated in the councillor 
election and Ms Wandin was successful.  Mr 
Foster was not.

Mr Foster subsequently reported Ms Wandin 
to the Victorian Electoral Commission for 
falsely using his Kensington home address to 
nominate.

Cr Frances Gilley said: “We were lied to by a 
former councillor who needed our votes – I 
didn’t understand that at the time – needed 
us to stand as lord mayoral candidates.”

“As a consequence of that need, he lied to 
her about her accommodation and she tried 
several times to get clarity from him, to the 
point where it was minuted and recorded.”

“And, as a consequence of that, she found 
herself in court.  She was made ineligible.  
She had to stand down.  Her family felt that 
she had let the family name down.”

“She had a whole period of time where it was 
very difficult in her own community – and 
anywhere else.  She couldn’t find a job and 
actually feared going to get a job.  That is not 
where Brooke is right now.”

“But I was the person who encouraged her.  
I was the person who stood behind her that 
she trusted. And I then trusted somebody 
else who was not trustworthy.”

“What’s interesting is that she went through 
the court system and so did he – and he got 

let off for good character with a reference 
from one of my council colleagues, who’s 
actually not with us today.”

“I want to say sorry to her.  I want to 
acknowledge that I am the white guy. Who’s 
six foot, two. Who actually got the job. And 
she didn’t.”

“I want to acknowledge that the court 
recognised – saw the good behaviour of the 
man involved – and not hers.”

“I want to acknowledge that the Herald Sun, 
every single time that they told that story, 
that was leaked to them from that former 
councillor, put her picture in the paper and 
not his.”

“So, I want to just acknowledge that I am 
part of the problem and acknowledge that 
it has not changed enough yet because, if 
it had, the welcome to country would have 
been done in Woiwurrung, by a Wurundjeri 
woman who is a direct descendant of 
William Barrack.”

“And that would have been historic!” Cr 
Frances Gilley concluded.

Mr Foster declined an invitation from CBD 
News to respond to Cr Frances Gilley’s 
claims.

Richard Foster. Nicolas Frances Gilley. Brooke Wandin.

Last CBD 
petrol station 
to close
By Stephanie Zhang

Melbourne CBD’s last petrol 
station is set to be shut 
down and replaced by an 
apartment tower. 

The 7-Eleven outlet opposite the Carlton 
Gardens in Victoria St is to be demolished 
to make way for a 20-storey tower.

The development will utilitise the City of 
Melbourne’s Urban Forest Strategy, which 
will add more greenery to the city and 
favour pedestrians over motorists. 

The City of Melbourne planning portfolio 
chairman councillor Nicholas Reece said 
that the replacement has been carefully 
considered as a way to create a greener 
space, adding, “Motorists should think 
about filling up at the numerous service 
centres on the way to the city, or better 
still, catch public transport.”

Unfortunately, this means that CBD 
residents will have to travel elsewhere for 
fuel. 

Victorian Automotive Chamber of 
Commerce executive director Geoff 
Gwyilm told realestate.com.au he 
believes the high cost of land tax, rising 
number of CBD residents who do not own 
a car, and the rise of car-sharing models 
had contributed to the shrinking number 
of service stations. As land values in the 
CBD have increased greatly, owners of 
sites are capitalising on their assets. 

For now, CBD residents can fill up at BP 
on Elgin Street in Carlton, or head up 
Flemington Road to access the 7-Eleven 
servo across from Royal Melbourne 
Hospital. They can also head to United 
Petroleum on Dynon Road in Kensington, 
or travel south to BP on Clarendon St. 

VISIT US ONLINE!  WWW.STOPNOISE.COM.AU

.......................................................................................................................................................................................
NO NEED TO REPLACE YOUR EXISTING WINDOWS TO ACHIEVE DOUBLE GLAZING
.......................................................................................................................................................................................

Stop Noise will come to your home for a FREE demonstration and show you how we can reduce 
noise by up to 70% coming through your existing windows.

Stop Noise secondary glazing system is equally as good as replacement double glazed windows for 
your thermal insulation and twice as good for reducing noise. There is simply no better option. 
Save money on your energy bills and get a great night sleep.

Stop Noise is a trusted family owned and operated Melbourne based business since 1995.

Call today to organise a free assessment of your windows & doors

1800 880 844      info@stopnoise.com.au
Office & Showroom- 15 Industry Blvd, Carrum Downs 3201

SOUNDPROOFING WINDOWS
FOR BODY CORPORATE AND HERITAGE LISTED HOMES AND APARTMENTS
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Pet projects 
show 
allegiances
By Shane Scanlan

As the City of Melbourne 
in June moved closer to 
adopting its 2018/19 budget, 
councillors negotiated extra 
spending on some “pet” 
projects.

With an operating revenue of $470.6 
million, the addition spending is small 
change, but it is interesting to note what 
particular councillors were prepared to 
fight for.

Leading the charge was new lord mayor 
Sally Capp who took the opportunity to 
extend the olive branch to disaffected 
traders with a $770,000 maintenance 
“blitz” at the Queen Victoria Market.

Cr Capp had another dip with $200,000 
to “prepare concepts” for the “HighLine-
like project of public space connecting 
Flinders Street Station to Docklands” she 
promised during her election campaign.

Hopefully, potential costings will be at 
the centre of this exercise so she can 
effect an expedient and dignified about-
face should the “does-she-know-the-
real-costs” critics of this idea be proven 
correct.

Cr Jackie Watts’ successful extension 
of this exercise – all the way to Ron 
Barassi Snr Park in the shadow of the 
Bolte Bridge – certainly won’t help 
the numbers.  But her advocacy for 
Docklands will be appreciated by 
harbour-side locals.

Cr Watts didn’t stop there though in her 
support for Docklands.  She successfully 
put on the agenda a serious look at a 
“maritime commercial heritage museum” 
for Docklands as part of the long-overdue 
Harbour Esplanade upgrade.

Deputy Lord Mayor Arron Wood had 
earlier put Harbour Esplanade in the 
spotlight, successfully securing $200,000 
to: “Partner with Development Victoria 
and the AFL to develop a Stadium 
Precinct Masterplan to deliver exemplar 
connected public spaces in Harbour 
Esplanade, Bourke and LaTrobe streets, 
integrated with the future direction of 
Etihad Stadium, Southern Cross Station 
and Central Pier.”

Cr Rohan Leppert was also active, going 
into bat for both the Southbank and the 
LGTBI communities.

He secured $500,000 to kick-start the 
long-promised City Rd transformation 
project and $75,000 to help All The 
Queens Men produce and present this 
year’s Coming Back Out Ball.

Cr Philip Le Liu, on the other hand, was 
content to bind the council to create a 
“property portfolio plan” in the future.

Multicultural 
Hub turns 10  
Now in its tenth year, 
Melbourne’s Multicultural 
Hub played host to more 
than 100,000 people in 2017.

Its 2017 annual report shows it achieved a 
95 per cent client satisfaction rate.

The Elizabeth St facility, managed by 
migrant and refugee settlement agency 
AMES Australia and owned by the City 
of Melbourne, provides education and 
social cohesion.

Manager Maria Tsopanis said: “The report 
shows that we are engaging the broader 
community.”

The facility hosted 113,253 people of 
various cultural backgrounds during 
2017, up more than 6000 on the year 
before. This number includes at-risk 
populations such as refugees and 
indigenous community members.

Overall, 79 per cent of visitors surveyed 
reported feeling free to express their 
culture and faith, a statistic which 
improved to 91 per cent when surveying 
students of the Hub’s own programs.

The majority (54 per cent) of events 
hosted within the facility were workshops. 
They varied in nature from human rights 
training to shop and cook sessions 
aimed at educating young people about 
nutrition by guiding them through the 
entire process of food preparation from 
shop to dinner plate.

During evenings, the Hub was generally 
used by small community organisations 
hosting events such as Chinese Chess 
Club or Bollywood Dance; while 
the weekends often saw community 
gatherings by international students or 
faith-based groups

Sign up for sports
By Stephanie Zhang
For city workers who want to get or stay 
active, Active Melbourne City Sports’ 
spring season registrations close on 
Monday, July 16 or until sold out.

Active Melbourne City Sports (AMCS) 
conducts a range of sports competitions 
at lunchtimes during the working week. 

AMCS encourages participation from 
anyone and uses lunchtime to help time-
poor people engage in physical activity. 

“It’s a great way for colleagues to get out 
of the office, have fun, be active, and play 
a sport they love,” AMCS co-ordinator 
Claire Picone said.

Stations will impress
By Shreya Devaki

CBD locals can expect the two new metro railway stations to be a 
mixture of modern architecture, local culture and open, natural-
light-filled spaces. 

The designs, which were released by 
Minister for Public Transport Jacinta Allen 
on May 30, promise to transform the metro 
network into contemporary architectural 
spaces. 

Ms Allan said: “The Metro Tunnel will 
deliver five new architectural landmarks for 
Melbourne and the turn-up-and-go train 
system our city needs.” 

The designs stem from of a collaboration 
between Hassell; Weston Williamson; and 
Rogers Stirk Harbour and Partners  – world-
renowned architectural names. 

The new State Library station will be located 
under Swanston St, between LaTrobe and 
Franklin streets. It will have a grand main 
entrance which carries the promise of 
becoming a city landmark with its eye-
catching, washed-out, white stone design. 

The newly-unveiled designs reveal brass-
coloured, European-inspired archways 
along the ceiling of the station. 

The main entrance will be located near the 
corner of Swanston and LaTrobe streets. 
Another entrance will be located near the 
corner of Franklin and Swanston streets. 

Under the plans, Franklin St will be 
converted into a large pedestrian 
promenade with wide footpaths and 
flanking trees. The street will also have a 
linear park along its southern side with open 
areas for socialising, outdoor dining, public 

art and to catch a breath of fresh air. 

A’Beckett St will be permanently closed 
to through traffic between Stewart and 
Swanston streets and will instead become a 
new public space, with recreational facilities, 
seating and a new outdoor dining area. 

The Town Hall station will be located under 
Swanston St, between Flinders and Collins 
streets. 

Commuters will be able to access this station 
from seven entry points at City Square, 
Federation Square, the Degraves St subway, 
Flinders St, Swanston St, Cocker Alley and 
Scott Alley. 

The station embraces bold architecture, 
with its ceiling supported by an imposing 
structure of intricate, criss-crossed beams 
and use of glass to ensure a constant stream 
of natural light. 

The City Square will be reopened as a public 
gathering and events space after the stations 
is built. The new City Square will be adorned 
with sweeping metal arches and include 
shops and cafes and spaces for outdoor 
dining. 

Pedestrian routes will be opened up by 
widening the pavements in the station 
precinct. 

The station development will result in a 
greener area after trees are reinstated along 
Swanston St, spaces adjacent to the City 
Square and Flinders St.

State Library platform concept.

Town Hall concourse concept.
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Let’s talk about rubbish in the city
Lord Mayor Sally Capp has 
wasted no time getting onto 
the front foot to tackle waste 
management issues in the CBD.

On June 5, the council issued a two-page 
“discussion paper” called Improving Waste 
Collection in the Central City and is looking 
for feedback.

Responses can be made via: web: 
participate.melbourne.vic.gov.au/
wasteresource-strategy; phone: 9658 9658; 

and email: engineering@melbourne.vic.
gov.au

The paper says some options for improving 
waste management in the central city are:

 ■ Extending the shared garbage compactor 
and recycling hub program to cover 
the whole central city area, allowing all 
businesses to use a shared service rather 
than needing their own bin;

 ■ Further restricting bin storage and 
collection from public spaces;

 ■ Controlling waste collection through a 
waste permit system. This could include 

placing conditions such as restricted 
collection times, electric or noise-reduced 
vehicles or service quality. Alternatively, 
the number of permits could be 
restricted, with a competitive tender 
process used to allocate permits:

 ■ Providing an expanded ratepayer service 
with more collections or larger bins, 
enabling more businesses to use this 
service; and

 ■ Using charging schemes such as 
user-pays or weight-based systems or 
introducing incentives for businesses to 
improve their waste management.

The paper also asked “what if?” and posed 
the following suggestions:

 ■ The city was divided into zones, with only 
a limited number of collection companies 
operating in each zone;

 ■ Shared garbage compactors and recycling 
hubs were provided across the whole city;

 ■ No bins were allowed to be stored or 
collected from streets or laneways;

 ■ Waste trucks were electric vehicles; and

 ■ City of Melbourne provided a waste 
service for all businesses.

Nothing is sacred for astroturf
By Rhonda Dredge

In a quiet little corner of the city, against a backdrop of laneway culture, a storm has been brewing 
over what is the best surface to have underfoot. 

Locals are buying into the debate and 
children are attracted. 

“We like it so much,” says Lucie Mulet, 
manager of a nearby French creperie.

The contentious surface is astroturf, a 
brilliant green synthetic grass which is 
causing controversy in Scott Alley. 

Some critics see the material as a quick fix 
for infrastructure problems, used by public 
authorities and developers to create an 
artificial hope for public space. 

Astroturf was laid in Elizabeth St to create an 
instant counselling hub after the terrifying 
drive-through incident along Flinders 
St before Christmas. At about the same 
time, Scott Alley off Flinders Lane was also 
greened up to compensate for demolition 
of the buildings to the south for the Metro 
Tunnel.

The material is becoming so popular that 
it has attracted cultural comment. The 
authors of a new study, James Hull and Bede 
Brennan, claim the material was invented by 
NASA to lay on the moon. 

Australians love to have a dig at public 
pretensions and the researchers, both 
country boys from leafy Bellingen, 
were so shocked by “the plant-based 
surrealism” they saw in Melbourne they 
took photographs and loaded them up on 
Instragram with suitable captions.

One photograph shows a billboard in a 
suburban yard covered in astroturf with 
the caption ‘’your ad here” beneath it. A US 
publisher saw the pictures, recognised the 
talent and the result is a book Shit Gardens, 
just released.

CBD designer Dan Smith, who passes 
Scott Alley on his way to lunch, has bought 
unknowingly into the controversy. The fact 
that the air-conditioning unit in his flat has 
been covered in the stuff and used as the 
centre-piece for an herbaceous arrangement 
may have influenced him. 

“Astroturf is often used to fill in a void,” 
Smith says. “Blank spaces make people 
feel uncomfortable. We better fill it up with 
something.”

In the blank space that was Scott Alley, 

Metro Tunnel came up with the idea of 
laying astroturf. Several businesses were 
struggling to deal with the noise of the 
demolition and the soft surface helped.

“It’s very attractive,” says Ms Mulet, a great 
fan of the new-look alley. “Lots of homeless 
people come here to sleep and backpackers.”

Business has boomed for Roule Galette and 
the café has expanded across the alley to 
cope with the constant stream of customers, 
children and tourists during the day and 
party animals in the evening, possibly 
seduced by astroturf’s popularity in run-
down Bohemian bars. 

Nothing lasts for long in Melbourne before 

there are complaints. Guitarists and revelers 
have created so much joy and noise that 
residents of Bible House, a groovy apartment 
building above Roule Galette, protested.

A month ago Metro Tunnel, ever sensitive to 
community wishes, did a survey. According 
to Ms Mulet, 90 per cent were in favour of 
keeping the astroturf yet the complainants 
have won. 

On Friday 22 June they came to remove it. 

Fans should not worry. The material will 
soon pop up elsewhere. Local have noticed 
a square of it in Woolies in Elizabeth St. 
Nothing is sacred for astroturf, the study 
concludes. 

The Scott Alley astroturf is removed on June 22.

Councillors 
attempt to  
lift the veil
In the post-Robert Doyle 
era, city councillors are 
attempting to make the City 
of Melbourne less secretive 
and more transparent.

At the June 5 Future Melbourne 
Committee, they unanimously resolved 
to bring consideration of “discretionary 
grants” into the public arena.

The mover of the motion, Cr Arron Wood, 
said many of these grants were already 
discussed in open council, but the motion 
would make this the “default setting”.

Cr Wood said: “With our discretionary 
funding and our grant applications, we’ve 
been doing that in open session in recent 
times.  By bringing it out of confidential, 
this will make it the default setting.  I 
just note that it says ‘unless doing so 
is not appropriate’.  So there would be 
certain instances where it would not be 
appropriate to do that in open session.”

The other part of Cr Wood’s motion 
instructed officers to install cameras to 
allow live-streaming of meetings.

“What we’ll probably see in this Future 
Melbourne Committee room is three 
locked-off cameras, so it won’t require an 
operator, per se, to be here,” he said.

Cr Cathy Oke said: I think it’s incredibly 
important and long overdue.”

Cr Rohen Leppert said he didn’t want 
councillors self-consciously avoiding 
making the difficult decisions.  He 
warned that if councillors avoided the 
difficult decisions, they would be made 
elsewhere – a reference to delegating 
decisions to officers.

As reported by CBD News in our February 
edition, the City of Melbourne is the most 
secretive of all metropolitan councils 
 – making 28.85 per cent of its decisions 
behind closed doors in 2016/17.

Cr Leppert said: “I’m loving how easy 
this is and I congratulate the mover for 
putting this forward.  This is what some 
of us pushed for five years ago, but it is 
fantastic that we are going to do this now.”
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Councillors want protection for pub
By David Schout

Melbourne City Council has sought protection for the 164-year-old Metropolitan Hotel in light of a recent planning application from 
a developer for the site.

Councillors voted unanimously on June 5 to 
request Planning Minister Richard Wynne 
apply a heritage overlay on the historic pub 
on the corner of William and Little Lonsdale 
streets.

Should this move prove successful, it 
would prevent the Metropolitan’s partial 
demolition by developer Colin De Lutis.

Despite its long-standing history as one of 
Melbourne’s iconic corner pubs, it has no 
heritage protection.

Cr Nicholas Reece said the pub’s significance 
could not be understated, and stepping in 
was “completely appropriate”.

“Melbourne has simply lost too many of its 
heritage pubs,” Cr Reece said.

“In the 1920s central Melbourne had over 
100 hotel-style pubs like the Metropolitan. 
Now there are only about 12.”

The pub was identified as a “building 
of significance” in 1985, 1993 and more 

recently in the Hoddle Grid Review.

Just last year, it was announced that King St’s 
154-year-old Great Western Hotel was yet 

another historic CBD pub to be demolished.

If the developer has its way, only the front of 
the building will be kept to make way for a 
26-storey apartment tower, an outcome Cr 
Reece said would not be good enough for the 
Metropolitan.

“The last thing that Melbourne needs is 
another featureless, glass tower that is 
nothing more than a spread-sheet in the sky. 
And the last thing that Melbourne needs is 
another one of its historic pubs to be turned 
into nothing more than a facade that’s as 
deep as a Hollywood movie prop,” he said.

After submissions were made at the meeting 
from the National Trust and Melbourne 
Heritage Action, Cr Rohan Leppert said 
more protection should have been in place 
years ago.

“It is a problem of former councils that not 
all the recommendations of the 1985 or 
1993 (City of Melbourne Heritage Review) 
studies were incorporated into the planning 

scheme,” Cr Leppert said.

He said the council’s current Hoddle 
Grid Heritage Review aimed to maintain 
elements of the city that people held close to 
their hearts.

“Pubs are becoming increasingly rare,” he 
said. “Corner pubs are quite a significant 
part of the social heritage of our city and we 
are losing quite a lot of them.”

Deputy Lord Mayor Arron Wood said he 
could appreciate why some may question 
the council’s consistency on the issue.

“When we look at the Quiet Man (pub) in 
Kensington – we supported the demolition 
of that pub,” Cr Wood said.

“So I can understand if a developer is 
looking at this … and saying ‘why this site?’.”

However, he said the Metropolitan had 
a “much higher level of significance”, 
including the fact it has been labelled “rare” 
by heritage authorities.

Lights go  
out again
By Rhonda Dredge

Tenants have once again been 
locked out of a building on 
Swanston St, following an 
electrical outage.

A constant stream of visa applicants and 
students rattled the metal grille during June.

Fifteen businesses had notices stuck to 
the motionless automatic doors diverting 
customers to alternative locations.

The building, at 55 Swanston St, must be one 
of the unluckiest in the city.

Last November the building was closed 
for several weeks, after a water main burst 
beneath the footpath in front.

The water flooded the basement, disabling 
the main electrical switchboard. The 
building management predicted that the 
building would need rewiring.

New managers have since been appointed 
but the electrical dramas continue.

“The water mains burst in the basement,” 
said a tenant who did not want to be named. 
“Someone backed into them. It was just an 
accident.”

Night market 
is back
By Victoria Damos

Queen Victoria Night Market 
is back every Wednesday from 
June 6 until August 29 from 
5pm-10pm.

The winter night market is a free entry venue 
that celebrates Melbourne’s talented artists 
and performers, diverse cultural foods and 
retail delights.

With over 30 global street food stalls and 50 
locally-made retail stalls, the night market 
provides visitors with sweet treats, main 
meals and small bites from all around the 
globe, live entertainment and music, as well 
as alcohol, warm drinks and open fires.

There is also the option to relax by the night 
market cinema and watch screenings of 
short films that run constantly.

Upping the ante 
on reconciliation
The City of Melbourne (CoM) has moved closer to its goal of 
becoming a city with an Aboriginal focus, following two new 
initiatives.

Its June 5 Future Melbourne Committee 
endorsed its fifth Reconciliation Action 
Plan (RAP) as well as an Aboriginal 
Melbourne Action Plan (AMAP).

In 2006, the council became the first 
council to produce a RAP and its most 
recent iteration  – City of Melbourne 
Reconciliation Action Plan 2018–20 – was 
presented and endorsed by councillors.

The authors of the plan point out that it is 
an “organisational” plan.  “This recognises 
the need to build City of Melbourne’s 
internal cultural capability and create 
sustainable organisational change 
in order to reach our reconciliation 
aspirations,” they say.

Key focus areas and targets include:

 ■ Aboriginal employment: Increase 
Aboriginal employment to 2.5 per cent;

 ■ Aboriginal procurement: 1 per cent of 
CoM annual procurement to be spent 
with Aboriginal businesses;

 ■ Attitudes and behaviours towards 
reconciliation: 100 per cent of 
employees to attend cultural training 
and 90 per cent participate in at least 
one Aboriginal event;

 ■ Participation and partnerships: Six 
council-endorsed advisory committees 

to have Aboriginal representation 
and four partnerships between the 
council and Aboriginal-controlled 
organisations to be established; and

 ■ Inclusive service delivery for Aboriginal 
people: 23 of City of Melbourne’s child 
and family services, libraries and 
community Hubs to be “inclusive and 
culturally safe”.

The Aboriginal Melbourne Action Plan 
proposes 21 actions which:

 ■ “Acknowledge Melbourne’s Aboriginal 
history, heritage and identity in 
ways such as supporting National 
Reconciliation Week activities and via 
information at visitor centres;

 ■ Foster understanding about 
Melbourne’s Aboriginal heritage and 
culture through projects such as the 
Aboriginal Melbourne digital mapping 
project and establishment of a bush-
food and fibre garden; and

 ■ Facilitate Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples’ contribution to the 
city’s cultural, social and economic 
life by ensuring that Aboriginal 
representation is provided in all 
aspects of council business and 
creating culturally safe spaces for 
Aboriginal people.”
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Lunch with the Queens goes off!
As the Mail Exchange Hotel’s 
annual day out with drag 
queens becomes more fun, so 
too does the fundraising total 
for ovarian cancer grow.

The third event, held recently at the Bourke 
St venue, raised $62,725 – more than double 
the 2017 total.

Venue manager Nici Nicholson said “Lunch 
with the Queens” was successful because it 
was not dull or boring like many of the other 
charity functions.

“It’s definitely not ‘high tea’ where women 
sit around trying to be polite to each other, 
while secretly glancing at the clock,” she said.

“At our events, they don’t want to go home.  
They have a ball and, because it’s once a 
year and it’s for a great cause, we don’t mind 
them dancing on the tables!”

Some 180 guests attended the lunch on May 
5.  With the support of Hotel and Leisure 
Management and its five hotel venues, 
some $26,500 was raised for Ovarian Cancer 
Australia (OCA). Many businesses were 
generous in their donations and support 
helping to raise a further $37,000 on the day 
through silent auctions, balloon prizes and 

raffles from guests who attended the lunch.

Ms Nicholson said ovarian cancer appeared 
to be the “poor relative” of the diseases when 
it came to public support and institutional 
philanthropy. 

“Its symptoms are barely distinguishable 
from the discomforts that come from just 
being a woman,” she said. “So diagnosis is 
difficult.  But if it’s not picked up, it has the 
lowest survival rate of all the cancers.”

“It’s our aim to get as many hotels as possible 
involved in fundraising efforts and all the fun 
that goes with the lunch by hosting their own 
event.”

Every day in Australia, four women are 
diagnosed with ovarian cancer and three of 
those women are likely to die from it.

Hotel and Leisure Management director 
Mark Robertson said: “Ovarian cancer is a 
silent disease and the level of understanding 
about it is extremely low.  To save the lives of 
Australian women, this needs to change.”

Meanwhile, the merry fundraisers are 
already asking if they can book in again for 
next year’s Lunch with the Queens and those 
who were left on the waiting list to attend will 
be sure to get their tickets early next year!

For more information, or even better – host 
a fundraiser – contact  Nici Nicholson at 
manager@mailexchangehotel.com.au Lunch with Queens raised thousands of dollars for ovarian cancer research.

Oh dear, others on the way?
By David Schout

After much-maligned dockless 
bicycle company oBike 
withdrew its Melbourne fleet 
in June, rival companies are 
preparing to enter the market.

Beijing-based Mobike and Ofo, two of the 
world’s largest bike sharing companies, 
appear to be the front-runners while Sydney-
based Reddy Go announced it has put its 
Melbourne expansion on hold.

A spokesperson for Mobike told CBD News 
its plans for the Melbourne market have not 
been affected by oBike’s failures.

“While there have been some challenges 
with bike sharing in Melbourne to date, 
these challenges don’t mean that it can’t 
work,” a spokesperson said.

“We’ve successfully introduced well-run 
bike share fleets in many cities across the 
globe, as well as the Gold Coast and Sydney. 
We hope that we will be able to do the 
same for Melbourne once we’ve reached an 
agreement with the local councils where we 
would like to operate.”

After oBike’s calamitous 12-month period 
in Melbourne that included users dumping 
them in trees, on public toilet blocks and 
into the Yarra River, Mobike has signalled 
it intends to consult with users before 
launching in the city. 

“We’re currently in discussion with local 
councils and looking at ways to engage the 

local community to ensure any expansion is 
to Melbourne is done in a responsible and 
community centric manner.”

When announcing oBikes’ departure 
on June 12, Lord Mayor Sally Capp said 
instances of bike dumping and vandalism 
were disappointing.

“What’s made it very difficult for everybody 
involved is the behaviour of people using the 
oBikes,” she said.

“It’s so hard to regulate people’s behaviour 
in the way that they’re using oBikes – or 
bikes of that nature generally – so it’s a big 
challenge for operators.”

An EPA crackdown on oBike meant the 
Singapore-based company faced fines of 
$3000 for each dumped bike not collected 

within a certain timeframe. The pressure 
showed, and shortly after, it announced its 
departure.

Cr Capp maintained the council was 
not against bike sharing companies and 
supported alternative means of transport in 
the city.

Fellow Beijing-based provider Ofo – who 
operate in over 250 cities worldwide 
and has received over $US2.2 billion in 
venture capital funding – wasn’t willing to 
share details on its Melbourne expansion 
when contacted. However, like Mobike, it 
acknowledged the cultural issues in place 
when introducing a dockless bike-sharing 
scheme.

“We know there are challenges around the 
placement of the bikes on the streets and 
the removal of damaged bicycles in the 
community,” spokesperson Mitchel Price 
said. 

Sydney-based Reddy Go, however, has put 
its Melbourne expansion on hold. After 
revealing to CBD News in January that it was 
planning a Melbourne launch, it appears 
both oBikes’ issues in Melbourne and similar 
problems in Sydney have made it cautious.

“Currently we have put Melbourne 
expansion plans on hold, and are focusing 
on our operations in the Sydney market for 
now. There is currently no timeframe as to 
when we will reconsider expansion,” a Reddy 
Go spokesperson said.

“After some challenges in the Sydney market, 
it was decided that it was more of a priority 
to ensure that operations in Sydney ran 
smoothly, as opposed to expanding at a pace 
quicker than we could manage.”

Lord Mayor Sally Capp announces the departure of oBike.

Nostalgia 
in the city
Robert Hoddle's famous 
grid has become  rich with 
community, business, events – 
and memories.

The “heart of the city” was recently 
recognised as part of the City of 
Melbourne’s heritage review, where 
people were asked to share their stories.

On the council’s “participate” webpage, 
interested parties were asked to drop a 
pin on a specific site/location and share 
why that spot was special to them.

The aim was that the memories and 
stories people shared would help shape a 
view of what is important to Melburnians 
and what values and qualities should be 
maintained as the city grows.

Here are a few of them:

Jason, State Library: I love the grass in 
front of the State Library because it’s 
comfortable, beautiful and it’s nature. 
I also love this location because it’s the 
place for many civil society actions that 
make our city, and our world, a better 
place.

Carey, various: Guilford Lane, Flanagan 
Lane, McKlean Alley - the old factories, 
the bluestone lanes, a perfect capsule of 
Melbourne’s industrial past.

PC, Corner of Collins and Elizabeth streets: 
There is a small forecourt here, with a 
bronze tree sculpture, which is a great 
location to arrange to meet.
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Willam Angliss

Guidance from the best for budding chefs
By David Schout

The world of high-end cuisine is 
a sink-or-swim environment.

Once thrown in the deep end, you’re 
expected to stay afloat and thrive despite 
testing circumstances.

And as executive chef at Grand Hyatt 
Melbourne, Jason Camillo knows that the 
more experience budding chefs can get in 
tough scenarios, the better.

That’s why as one of the leading mentors 
in the William Angliss Institute’s Great Chefs 
program, he likes to get students thinking 
outside the box. 

At the latest Great Chefs lunch – a 25-year-
old program where cookery and hospitality 
students prepare and serve a specialty 
menu to the public under the tutelage of 
Melbourne’s best chefs – Camillo wanted to 
see creativity shine through.

“Normally we do a two or three-course 
lunch which is great, but I thought ‘why 
don’t we switch it up and get the students to 
come up with other ideas?’” Camillo said.

The idea was an open kitchen setting, 
where members of the public could sample 
dishes from various students.

“We thought, we’ve got this amazing 
space, why don’t we do a standing cocktail 
event where each student can own a canapé 
each. The idea was to brainstorm, come up 
with the idea – no matter how crazy it was 
– and to guide them in the right direction. 
So it was really an exercise in getting them 
to understand how the process works in the 
industry.”

Camillo said the experience was both a 
culinary and communication exercise. 

“In future these guys are going to have to 
speak to guests and engage with them. We go 
through with the students: ‘what’s your story 
behind your idea?’ I love it. I was afforded 
a similar opportunity when I was a young 

apprentice and I know how valuable it can 
be.”

He said through their relationship with 
William Angliss Institute, several young 
chefs who had participated in such a 
placement had become full-time staff.

Eliza van der Drift, 23-year-old 
commercial cookery student, was one of the 
students taking part in the Great Chef event 
on June 21.

Her interest in Japanese fare inspired her 
to make buri salmon under the guidance of 
a Grand Hyatt chef.

“I’m very interested in Asian cuisine and 

am really excited to learn about it,” she said.
“When we came up with the menu this 

was one of my suggestions and I was pretty 
excited about today as I could work with 
some really great chefs.”

Hospitality students were also part of the 
day, offering front-of-house services.

Hotel management student Daniel 
McDonald volunteered to take part and 
spoke highly of his course.

“It’s a great crew of students and I’ve 
enjoyed it since day one to be honest,” he 
said.

“I came out of a 20-year retail career to 

study so I came into hospitality looking for 
new challenges.”

Jason Schumacher, who helped organise 
and brief students on the day, paid tribute to 
students like Daniel.

“Yeah it’s great,” he said. “We’ve got three 
students here who aren’t even in class, 
they’ve just come along as volunteers and 
get the experience of working at the Grand 
Hyatt. You tell them we have a function on 
and they’re happy to volunteer for it.”

If you’d like to attend one of the Great 
Chefs events, visit angliss.edu.au/
greatchefs

Eliza van der Drift taking part in the Great Chef event. Hotel management student Daniel McDonald.
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Open for  
business

Little La Trobe Street, Literature Lane and 
A’Beckett Street businesses will continue to 
operate during service relocation and building 
demolition works in July and August 2018.

Clear wayfinding will be in place. Please continue to support  
your favourite businesses as we build the Metro Tunnel’s  
State Library Station.

For more information visit metrotunnel.vic.gov.au or  
call 1800 105 105.

Metro Tunnel

Bold new station designs revealed
Final station designs for the Metro Tunnel have been unveiled, including new images of State Library and Town Hall stations. 

The designs combine functionality, space 
and natural light with the latest in public 
transport infrastructure design. The bold 
station designs make station layouts as easy 
as possible for passengers to navigate, while 
ensuring the structures and their surrounds 
set a new benchmark in architecture, 
sustainability and urban design. 

Designs for the Metro Tunnel stations 
and their surrounds are a world-class 
collaboration between leading architects 
Hassell, Weston Williamson and Rogers Stirk 
Harbour and Partners. 

The Metro Tunnel appreciates your 
support while we undertake vital works in 
the city and urge caution around our sites.  
Please help us support local businesses 
affected by Metro Tunnel construction by 
continuing to visit them while works take 
place. 

Visit metrotunnel.vic.gov.au for more 
information about works in your area. 

State Library Station 
The newly-released designs for State 

Library Station feature a timeless modern 
take on the State Library’s iconic columns at 
the Swanston St entrance on the corner of 
LaTrobe St.   

A redesigned Literature Lane will feature 
new meeting places including retail and cafe 
spaces. 

Approximately 3500 sqm of new public 
space will be created in the precinct for 
students and people to enjoy. 

The archaeological excavations on 
Swanston and LaTrobe streets are 
continuing at full speed, with hundreds 
of thousands of artefacts from 18th and 
19th century Australia already uncovered.     

Ground water monitoring works along 
Victoria St, between Swanston and Elizabeth 
streets, are on schedule. 

And around-the-clock excavation works 
inside the acoustic sheds at A’Beckett and 
Franklin streets will continue for the rest of 
the year.   

Town Hall Station 
The design of Town Hall Station sees the 

unveiling of a stylish, glass station entrance 
at Federation Square. In City Square, the 
station’s canopy reflects the landmark 
buildings of St Paul’s, Melbourne Town 
Hall and the Manchester Unity Building, 
while complementing more modern nearby 
architecture such as the Westin Hotel. 

Metro Tunnel HQ, a new high-tech visitor 

centre in the heart of the CBD has opened at 
125-133 Swanston St, opposite Melbourne 
Town Hall near Little Collins St.

Visitors can get up-to-date information 
about works in their area and temporary 
changes to the road, tram and rail networks 
to enable construction of this massive 
project. 

A key feature of Metro Tunnel HQ is an 
education program developed for Victorian 
teachers and is available to schoolchildren 
across the state. Here they’ll be taught 
about the project in a way that matches the 
Victorian curriculum and includes details 
on the construction techniques being used 
and the many jobs needed to build this city-
shaping project. 

Teachers are encouraged to lodge their 
expressions of interest and learn more about 
the program via the Metro Tunnel website. 

Archaeology digs at the Swanston St 

site near Young and Jackson Hotel are 
continuing and we invite all Victorians to see 
one of the state’s largest ever archaeological 
digs from the viewing windows.   

Much beloved Melbourne businesses 
Arthur Daley’s and Dean’s Souvenirs in 
the CBD have reopened. Both stores were 
temporarily closed as integral works were 
undertaken to separate the former KFC 
building and the Nicholas Building. The 
stores are back to business as usual, with 
Dean’s Souvenirs reopening with a new 
fit-out.       

Demolition of Port Phillip Arcade is 
continuing and expected to be completed 
in mid-July with the former KFC building 
expected to be demolished by mid-August. 

Preliminary construction activities 
for piling works at City Square are also 
continuing, with piling works for the station 
entrance to commence in coming months.

Metro Tunnel HQ education program.
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History

David Thompson

David is the senior 
researcher of the Royal  
Historical Society of 
Victoria

Where government found a home
Although today Spring St is synonymous with government, in Melbourne’s early days, government was centred on the western end of what 
is now the CBD. Superintendent La Trobe and other government officials occupied a range of temporary accommodation in the area, 
including John Batman’s old house near Batman’s Hill. 

In 1843 James Rattenbury, the Clerk 
of Works, prepared a design for new 
government offices. After several design 
changes, the colonial government in Sydney 
finally gave its approval and contractor 
James Webb began work in 1844.

In 1846, despite controversy over the 
quality of the granite used in construction, 
the two-storey government office building 
was completed on the south-east corner of 
William and Lonsdale streets. 

The building was at the time one of 
the most important buildings in the Port 
Phillip District. It was described as having 
“... dignified plain facades with horizontal 
banded courses on the ground floor and 
ashlar above. The roof overhung the walls in 
the Italian fashion ...” 

There were portico entrances on the 
Lonsdale St and William St facades. 
Internally, there were five offices on each 
floor.

In January 1846, government officials 
moved from their previous cramped 
accommodation into their new premises. 
Superintendent LaTrobe occupied one of the 
offices on the first floor. 

Other departments in the building 
included the Sub-Treasury, Survey, Land 
and Emigration Board, and the Crown 
Commissioner’s Department.

On July 15, 1851 Victoria officially 
separated from New South Wales, and 
Charles Joseph LaTrobe was installed as 
the new colony’s first Lieutenant-Governor. 
The ceremony took place on the steps of the 
government offices. The Colonial Secretary, 
Captain Lonsdale, began to read the 

proclamation, but, reported the Argus, “… by 
some mismanagement, this seemed to act 
as the signal for the salute to be fired from 
the guns stationed close by and the voice 
of the Colonial Secretary was momentarily 
drowned by the loud boom of the field 
battery. The honourable gentleman, however 
had probably smelt too much powder in his 
time, to be scared from the performance of 
his duty and he read steadily on …” 

Following the proclamation, numerous 
addresses of congratulation were presented 
to the Lieutenant-Governor from the Mayor 

and Council of Melbourne, and from 
various civic bodies. After the formalities 
were completed, the new Governor held his 
first levee inside the government offices, 
beginning at 2pm. Regulations published in 
the press stated that: “All persons attending 
the Levee are requested to appear in full 
evening costume.”

LaTrobe decided on May 16, 1853 to hold 
a grand ball to celebrate Queen Victoria’s 
birthday on May 25, 1853. No suitable venue 
existed so a new ballroom, large enough 
to hold 1500 people, was erected beside 

the government offices. Construction 
was completed in little over a week, an 
achievement which was, as the Argus 
commented, “…considering the usual pace 
of governmental undertakings, nothing 
short of absolutely miraculous.” The ball 
was regarded as a great success. Shortly 
afterwards the ballroom was taken over by 
the government printing office, which had 
previously occupied a succession of nearby 
buildings. The printing office remained there 
until 1858, when it moved to a new building 
near Parliament House.

In 1854, the electric telegraph office was 
built adjacent to the government offices and 
was linked to Williamstown by Australia’s 
first electric telegraph line, which opened 
in March, 1854. At first, the telegraph office 
was a crude wooden shack but that was soon 
replaced by a substantial stone building.

The old government offices building was 
demolished in the early 1870s to make way 
for the new Supreme Court, construction of 
which began in 1874. It is sad that a building 
of such significance to Victoria’s early history 
has disappeared without trace. Today, the 
only reminder of that period is a plaque on 
the William St wall of the Supreme Court, 
near Little Bourke St, commemorating the 
establishment of Australia’s first telegraph 
line in 1854.

In June, the last CBD pub that 
didn’t have heritage protection, 
the 1925 Metropolitan Hotel 
on the corner of William St and 
Little Lonsdale, became the 
latest place threatened by the 
little-known ‘”80m on corners” 
rule. 

A development proposal would see just 
the external walls retained, and a 27-storey 
“as of right” tower above, perched on legs 
through the roof. This has fortunately been 
put on hold while the City of Melbourne 
moves to heritage-list the site as one of the 
few pubs left in the CBD, though this may 
not prevent something like it going ahead. 

Listed buildings in the CBD and South 

Heritage

Tristan Davies

President 
Melbourne Heritage 
Action

Planning rules target corner buildings 
Carlton have been allowed to have towers-
on-legs above retained facades despite the 
obviously poor heritage outcomes. 

The Elms Family Hotel on Spring Street 
and the former Bank of Australasia on the 
Haymarket are two examples currently under 
construction. A worse version, without legs, 
is happening to the (non-heritage listed) 
gold-rush era Great Western Hotel on King 
St, where the facades will be stuck to the 
base of a 27-storey tower, allowed thanks to 
the 80m rule. 

The Great Western and the Metropolitan 
have come under this kind of pressure 
because of a clause first mooted in April 2016 
as part of new rules about how much you 
can build on any one site. 

These rules included a mandatory setback 
of 5m from any street or lane above a 
pedestrian-scaled podium of 20 to 40m (five 
to 10 storeys), EXCEPT if it was on a corner, 
in which case you could go up to 80m (27 
floors). 

This clause means corner sites are more 
valuable and, sure enough, both hotels were 
sold in mid-2016 at higher than expected 
yields. The reasons for this peculiar situation, 
which will mean a pedestrian scale for one 
site and a sheer tower next door, were never 
fully explained and it’s clear it particularly 
affects historic buildings.

Other corners in the CBD that are now 
under more pressure include a number 
of ex-pubs, such as the 1872 Union Hotel 
on the Russell and Little Lonsdale corner, 
which was only sold this month. The 1913 
Kilkenny Inn, on King and Lonsdale, has 
been rumoured to be for sale for some time 
and the Art Nouveau Charles Hotham Hotel 
on Spencer Street, was sold a year ago. 

Other buildings are at risk, such as the 
1923 bank, now a hotel, on the corner of 
Collins and Spencer streets and the 1869 
shops on the corner of William and Little 
Bourke.

MHA believes that this 80m-corners rule 

was a mistake that should be rectified, but 
this seems unlikely. 

In the meantime, we can only hope that 
improved heritage rules, under way at the 
moment, will prevent the kind of terrible 
compromises created by pitting heritage 
against high development potential.

Old government offices, c.1858.
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The city is waiting
By Rhonda Dredge

Two arched doorways beckon 
in pearly white marble. A figure 
is standing between them, about 
to make a decision. Both options 
appear to be equally viable. 

Sandra Bruce is the player. She is in an 
imaginary space but one that also exists in 
an historical sense on the site of Melbourne’s 
first stock exchange. 

She crosses the grand marble-lined space 
where fortunes were once made and lost. 
Will she choose the right doorway? 

Making choices is now a game played 
by many young women in the CBD. A year 
ago Ms Bruce invested in an eighth-floor 
apartment in McKillop St and her passion for 
visual culture has been rewarded.

On some weekends she defies prejudices 
and curls up like a cat in her own little 
principality above the street and admires her 
terrain, particularly the other city that hides 
in the one we take for granted.

From her metal-framed casement 
windows Ms Bruce looks out over the 
city, east along Little Collins. Two towers 
always attract comment, she says. One is 
Melbourne’s first commercial post-modern 
building at 101 Collins and the other at 120 
Collins looks like New York’s Empire State. 

Ms Bruce’s first job in the CBD was at 
Gallery 101, run by Diana Gold, and she 
researched the building’s genesis in a 
Masters of Museum Studies at Monash. The 
Denton Corker Marshall building shocked 
modernists in the ‘90s with its over-sized 
classical columns that perform no function 
at all and it still does well as an emblem of a 
creative approach to the play of history.

Ms Bruce works in her day-job as assistant 
director of the La Trobe Art Institute in 
Bendigo and Bundoora and it is her role to 
lobby for art. She commutes from the CBD 
most days then returns to her home amongst 
the rooftops and laneways.

“My other CBD is Centre Place,” she says. 
“It’s a dark thoroughfare for getting from one 
fun part of the city to another – a few blocks 
from the Bourke St mall; I like heading down 
through the twists and turns. It has a vibe 
inside like a weird mash-up of the ‘60s and 
‘70s. I like to look at the crowd from above.”

On Friday evening you might find her 
at her favourite perch at Hell’s Kitchen. 
The crowd below is steady but thins out by 

about 5 pm. It takes a while to distinguish 
other CBD personalities from tourists. 
Then a shaved head and goatee makes an 
impression and you are now entering the 
zeitgeist.

‘The avant garde and the notion of anarchy 
in the art world led to Banksy and street art 
in becoming acceptable,” she says. “None 
of these things are born out of permission. 
Artists put themselves out there.”

Ms Bruce is a new style of CBD dweller 
who doesn’t know her neighbours and isn’t 
here in search of “traditional” community. 
Her most prolific social contact might be 
on Facebook where she goes into bat for 
feminist activists such as Clementine Ford.

“I’m a single, independent, thinking 
activist,” she says with a laugh, as she resists 
attempts by anyone to put her in a box. 

Ms Bruce often finds herself defending 
Melbourne and her lifestyle from doubters. 
“It’s OK. It’s my choice,” she says. “I’m what 
a conservative might call a social justice 
warrior.”

In her real social life she might be 
gossiping about the latest opening at 
the NGV but on her fictional platform 
she is getting into tough debates about 
contemporary issues. “You see the shit 
storm, the worst of people’s inner selves. I 
have a very strong sense of right and wrong. 
I’m generally in favour of the vulnerable and 
minorities.”

She’s a little afraid of the culture but 
persists. “Social media is such a skewed and 
irrational platform for communication. The 
sorts of things said on social media are never 
expressed in real life. I’ve allowed myself 
to be quite blunt. Even if you put forward 
tough, rational, straightforward points, 
they’re greeted by the same response as if 
you’d called them names.”

Perhaps this other city she has entered is 
full of tough communicators. There are even 
tags high on city buildings. A name has been 
written beneath a roundel on a mysterious 
pale structure that appears to be somewhere 
between Elizabeth and Swanston on Little 
Collins. 

Ms Bruce points out a fire escape that gave 
the tagger access. People will do anything to 
get their names out there. The building turns 
out to be the Century Building on Swanston 
Street. A CBD dweller can follow up leads 
such as this as if she was walking a dog along 
the rooftops.

The larger view predominates when you 
think in terms of decades and towers. That’s 
where the superheroes live. The avengers are 
on the move and the city is waiting for them. 

Overshadowing restriction for park 
VCAT has again supported both the City of Melbourne and Minister for Planning in ensuring that new skyscrapers in the southern part of 
the CBD do not overshadow Birrarung Marr.

Mark Marsden 

Managing editor

Victorian Planning 
Reports

mark@vprs.com.au

VCAT Watch

The case, 63 Exhibition Street Pty Ltd v 
Minister for Planning [2018] VCAT 861, went 
to mediation at the tribunal in December 
2017. All issues other than height were 
resolved at the mediation. 

Council wanted to reduce the building 
height by 21 metres, and the minister wanted 
to reduce the height by 36 metres. The 
minister insisted on the bigger reduction so 
that the building cast no more shadow than 
the building at 32-44 Flinders St (which is the 
site subject to the previous tribunal hearing). 

Because the minister is the responsible 
authority for the application, the larger 
reduction was included as a condition 
of permit. The developer challenged the 
condition.

Both sides called expert witnesses. The 
developer’s town planning and urban 

design witnesses argued against the reduced 
height. They told the tribunal that Birrarung 
Marr had no state, regional or metropolitan 
significance (unlike the Botanic Gardens); 
that it was only in winter when the upper 
terrace levels of Birrarung Marr would be 
over-shadowed by the building, when there 
would be less use of the park; and that the 
policy which applied when the application 
for the planning permit was made restricted 
shadowing at the equinox, not the solstice.

The minister’s urban design witness told 
the tribunal that the peak usage of the park 
in cooler months was vastly different when 
the sun was out, regardless of whether the 
grass was wet or dry, supporting the urban 
design principle that people seek sun in 
winter. 

It was also said that use was not 

necessarily limited to sitting on the grass; 
there were long banks of seating areas for 
park users on the upper terrace. It was 
therefore preferable that no shadow extend 
over the sloping terrace between 11.00am 
and 2.00pm on any day of the year.

The tribunal upheld the minister’s 
condition. It said “To limit further solar 
access to a valued public park such as 
Birrarung Marr in perpetuity is in our view 
unwarranted. As the City of Melbourne 
continues to grow at previously unforeseen 
population forecasts, the rise in apartment 
dwellers in the nearby environs of Birrarung 
Marr, including from proposals such as 
the review site, will increase demand and 
patronage that will be enhanced by access to 
sunlight in the winter months”.

The tribunal noted that the Ernst and 

Young building and other buildings 
approved before the last planning controls 
for Melbourne’s CBD were introduced 
already cast shadows over Birrarung Marr. 
But the tribunal considered that without the 
reduction of height, the proposed building 
would “contribute to the existing cumulative 
effect of shadowing that is not acceptable.”
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Balcombe Laneway no longer sad
When walking down Little 
Collins St recently I was 
surprised to note that the 
formerly messy lane, full of 
overflowing large bins and 
crates strewn about, was clear 
and open.

Right down the end of the lane was a 
futuristic looking, container like object. It 
was a huge compactor that now takes care of 
all the rubbish that used to fill over 14 large 
bins.  How wonderful!  

The City of Melbourne has used 
technology to the solve a vexing problem.  
That is how to manage vast amounts of 
rubbish that must accumulate from the 
many businesses that encircle the laneway. 
(See the Residents 3000 article from the 
recent May issue of CBD News where we 
made some suggestions for helping the 
Balcombe Laneway.)

Now that the area is clear, the city, nearby 
residents and business owners, have the 
wonderful potential to make the laneway 
beautiful.  Have a look at the before and after 
photos.  

The walls could be painted with 
imaginative street art and there is room for 
some vegetation.  Maybe even some trees in 
appropriate containers.

Whilst I was there, a person walked over 
to the magic machine with two large bags of 
rubbish.  He swiped a card and the entrance 
door rolled open.  He then deposited the 
rubbish and presumably the machine 
crushed it into a small area.  Congratulations 
to the City of Melbourne for adopting 
modern technology that helps keep our city 
a great place to live.

Owners’ corporations
For the monthly Forum 3000 event on 

Thursday, June 7, Residents 3000 members 
and guests were able to question two 
experts in the field of owners’ corporation 
management and law.  

They were Rick Deering, owner of 
Fawkner May, and Deborah Andronaco from 
KCL Lawyers.  The event was attended by 
around 60 members and guests who were 
keen to have their questions and concerns 
answered.

Some of the issues that were raised 
included:

 ■ How to deal with illegal car parking?  
Suggestions such as engaging a tow 
away service where the person who has 
parked illegally needs to pay a large fee 
to retrieve their vehicle, installing keyed 
collapsible bollards and using clear 
signage that explains where the private 
parking areas are;

 ■ Problems with an owners’ corporation 
committee that tries to dominate the 
building;

 ■ Are the current building rules fair?  If 
not, how can they be changed?  Many 
buildings adopt the model rules that 
are a part of the current 2007 Owners 
Corporations Regulations. (See Schedule 
2).  Residents were advised to become 
familiar with those rules as they apply 

automatically. Changing the building’s 
current rules by adding special rules is 
possible, but through the committee 
general meeting process;   

 ■ When there are real concerns, an owner 
can resort to lodging a VCAT complaint 
without having to go through the 
committee.  Many residents did not know 
that fact;

 ■ Security was a big issue.  There were 
stories of storage cages being broken into 
and owners not knowing what to do about 
it.  The advice was that it was the building 
manager’s job to report such break-ins to 
the police and to advise the committee. It 
is essential that every break-in is reported 
to the police as they need the information 
to track criminal activity and to eventually 
catch the thieves; and

 ■ There was good feedback from the 
residents in the audience.  There were 
comments that many of the problems 
that were raised could have been 
resolved by the establishment of good 
communications between the building 
managers, committee members, the 
OC manager and the residents in the 
building.  Many buildings have notice 
boards, SMS messaging services and web 
sites where information can be posted on 
a regular basis.

Overall, residents said that they gained 
better insight into how their building was 
managed and found the evening to be of 
great value.  The main message that came 
through was that it is important to take a real 
interest in owners’ corporation matters and 
if you are able, volunteer to be part of the OC 
committee.

After.

Before. Depositing rubbish into the magic machine.



According to City of Melbourne, more than 
83 per cent of its residents live in apartments 
and each year, vertical villagers account for 
22 per cent of the city’s water usage, 9 per 
cent of greenhouse gas emissions and more 
than 20,500 tonnes of waste. Perhaps more 
alarming is that compared with detached 
dwellings, we of the vertical villages 
consume 25 per cent more energy. 

The question is: where does this usage 
occur?

Currently CSIRO is finalising its 
Apartment Energy Use Survey which will 
reveal apartment-based patterns of energy 
consumption. 

But being strata, energy is also used to 
operate and maintain common property 
which, apparently, can account for 
up to 60 per cent of a building’s total 
energy consumption and 25 per cent of 
administrative fund levies. 

However, as our vertical villages differ 
in terms of size, number of lifts, external 
lighting fixtures and facilities such as gyms 
and pools, the percentage of energy usage 
for common areas varies across buildings. 
This means that we can’t rely on the 
aforementioned averages when designing 
ways to improve (and save) through more 
efficient energy usage. 

The starting point is to find out your 
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Heritage issues in the spotlight
Earlier this year, the City of Melbourne received an application for a development at 124-130 Russell St which would see the existing 
Theosophical Society building make way for a 13-storey hotel above two basement levels. 

The existing structure dates back to 1923 
but was marketed during 2017 as having no 
heritage protection.

Beyond the initial submission, a change of 
application has been noted for the intended 
development via council’s planning register.

In an attempt to prevent the loss of further 
heritage fabric within the CBD, the City 
of Melbourne has sought to introduce an 
interim heritage overlay at 263-267 William 
St. This is in response to an application to 
develop a tower above what is currently the 
Metropolitan Hotel.

During October last year an application 
was lodged to develop a commercial office 
tower atop the hotel. The application’s status 
in now on hold, although plans for a tower 
might still eventuate.

Unlike the Theosophical Society building, 
the Metropolitan Hotel was identified as 
having individual heritage significance 
via City of Melbourne reviews, yet carries no 
heritage overlay.

Within the report to the Future 
Melbourne (Heritage) Committee, heritage 
consultants Context cited the building 
as “having local historical and social 
significance to the City of Melbourne as ‘a 

representative example of a corner hotel 
building from the interwar period’ and in 
terms of use and typology is becoming rare 
in the central city.”

Architecture firm Peddle Thorp’s initial 
scheme involved the partial demolition of 
the Metropolitan Hotel and construction 
of an office tower above it. Spanning 
approximately 80 metres, the tower would 
accommodate 16 levels of commercial office 
space with a single basement level and a 
reinstated hotel at ground level.

Should the tower proceed it is possible 
that a setback to William St will be included 

as part of a redesign.
Last month also saw the unveiling of the 

latest round of renders for the Melbourne 
Metro Tunnel project’s five stations, which 
will likely continue to evolve and be refined 
to respond to the construction methodology 
and stakeholder feedback.

The team of architects, which comprises 
and is led by local firm Hassell includes 
international offices Weston Williamson 
and Rogers Stirk Harbour who were brought 
in following Cross Yarra Partnership’s 
successful bid for the stations. 

The design team cites passenger 
experience as “the heart of our design” with 
the stations designed to “open up to fresh air 
and natural light”.

And finally, last month we published 
a piece on Urban.com.au highlighting 
Australia’s projected future tallest buildings, 
a snippet of Melbourne’s two tallest under 
construction within the Hoddle Grid.

Far East Consortium’s second Melbourne 
development has begun rising on the city’s 
western edge, continuing the transformation 
of the once-maligned Spencer St. 

The first stage which comprises two 
towers will feature the development’s 

tallest tower comprising apartments and 
Melbourne’s first Ritz Carlton hotel. The first 
core is already visible, while the second is 
currently being formed.

Shifting to the CBD’s northern quadrant, 
builder Probuild last month announced 
that the core for UEM Sunrise’s Aurora 
Melbourne Central development had 
surpassed the height of Melbourne Central’s 
antennae. 

Upon completion, the 84-storey edifice 
will join the growing number of skyscrapers 
within the CBD’s northern fringe and in the 
process become the tallest tower within the 
Hoddle Grid.

Town Hall Station’s proposed entry within City Square.

SKYPAD Living
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Luv thy NABERS (for apartments)
Awareness of our vertical living lifestyle is slowly growing, but unfortunately, one key characteristic is that we are “energy guzzling”.

building’s particular situation and use 
this information to craft building-specific 
ways of your improving energy efficiency. 
This is the rationale underpinning the 
introduction of NABERS (National Australian 
Built Environment Rating System) into the 
residential apartment sector. 

NABERS has been operating in the 
commercial sector for over 10 years and 
is managed nationally by the NSW Office 
of Environment and Heritage, on behalf 
of Commonwealth, state and territory 
governments. NABERS is being introduced 
into the residential apartment sector with 
the aim of realising similar order reductions 
in energy and water consumption as has 
been achieved in the commercial building 
sector.

In the City of Melbourne, Ausnviro has 
been selected to undertake Australia’s 
first NABERS for Apartments energy and 
water ratings. And the managing director 
of Ausnviro, Jay Gualtieri, is impressed 
by the robustness of the new NABERS for 
Apartments tool.

“There is no doubt in my mind this 
new system will dramatically improve 
environmental efficiency in the residential 
apartment sector … but first they need to 
know how their building is performing,” he 
said.

This involves supplying past utilities 
bills and a site visit by Ausnviro to confirm 
operations. This information is then 
analysed and comparisons run against 
similar buildings in order to calculate your 
building’s rating (on a one to six scale). 

However, while this is a significant step 
forward, in reality, it is only the beginning of 
an ongoing improvement cycle. 

The next critical step is to interpret your 
rating and understand what it can (and 
cannot) tell you about your building’s 
performance. This is important as it 
underpins all subsequent action. Indeed, 
there are some quiet conversations already 
occurring at owners’ corporation level about 
what can actually be done with a rating (be it 
good or bad). This goes to the issue of design 
and the ability to craft appropriate technical 
responses, as well as deliver them in ways 
palatable to both residents and investors. 

In fact, retrofitting for environmental 
sustainability within Victoria’s owners’ 
corporation environment is a complex 
undertaking and, currently, there is little 
guidance available to help. 

This is the situation despite our 
universities having a growing array of 
technologies that could greatly assist our 
retrofitting our vertical villages. For instance, 
RMIT has developed a self-modifying 

coating, 1000 times thinner than a human 
hair, that automatically lets in heat when it’s 
cold and blocks heat when it’s hot – self-
regulating smart windows! But how can 
owners’ corporation committees know about 
these types of innovations? 

Added to this, navigating the range of 
relevant funding programs is not for the faint 
hearted – and many of these funds remain 
firmly focused upon “households” rather 
than apartment buildings.   

To my thinking, NABERS presents an 
opportunity for owners’ corporation 
committees to connect with each other 
and begin collaborating around practical 
innovations suited to our vertical village 
lifestyle.

If you are interested in starting 
this discussion, please contact me at 
skypadliving@gmail.com
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Meet Tiger, the Thai 
cocker spaniel
By Victoria Damos

Siwakarn walks her cocker 
spaniel Tiger in the Flagstaff 
Gardens nearly every day.

Siwakarn is of Thai descent and has only 
been living in Melbourne for four years. She 
purchased Tiger when he was only eight 
weeks old from a breeder who lives one hour 
outside of the CBD. Since that day, she and 
Tiger have been inseparable.

Tiger is a playful, loving and friendly 
puppy. “He really loves children and will 
always stop to say hello,” Siwakarn said. 

Tiger is the type of puppy that is very active 
and charismatic. “He always makes me 
smile and is always so nice to have around,” 
Siwakarn said.

Siwakarn has a busy schedule. She works 
late almost every night at a Thai restaurant 
close to home. 

“We only open late at night so I have days 
to myself,” she said. “I enjoy walking. It is 
very relaxing for me.”

“It is nice to take a break from a busy 
lifestyle and enjoy times with Tiger,” 
Siwakarn said. 

“I like to exercise and keep fit, so I’m lucky 
Tiger is exactly the same as me and enjoys 
walks,” Siwakarn said. 

She loves Tiger and shares a really close 
bond with him. She has watched him grow 
from a young pup into a fun-loving and 
bright dog and she couldn’t be happier with 
her “Thai best friend,” as she says.

Hosier is the worst
So, I’ve got two things to talk about this month – the first is the state of Hosier Lane. 

I know I have discussed Hosier Lane in the 
past. It has however, become even worse. 
There is bad art as far as the eye can see. I 
wouldn’t even rate Hosier in the top 10 lanes 
in the CBD. 

It was the middle of last year when 
Blender approached the council with a plan 
to fix the lane using only street artists. Up 
until now, no street artists have really been 
consulted. 

I think the council gets confused 
understanding the difference between 
street artists and street art enthusiasts or 
photographers. 

So anyway, the council seemed interested 
and then said something about it not being 
about Blender Studios and that everyone 
needs to be involved. 

I said that too many cooks will lead to 
mediocrity – it needs to be done tough. And 
they seemed a bit weird by my tough stance. 

I do believe it is a big problem and it will 
require extreme commitment and strength. 
And collaboration with many stakeholders. 
I have never heard back from the council 
and now that Robert Doyle has gone, I don’t 
think I will. (Robert Doyle had a sound 
commitment to the Hosier precinct.) But 
something needs to be done. 

With so much fame and artistist 

credibility, can we really afford to let it fall 
apart any further?

With tourism coming from all over the 
world, it is clear that Hosier is important. 
10,000 people clamber for a selfie every 
day in Hosier Lane, making it one of 
Australia’s top tourist attractions. AND IT IS 

DISGUSTING. 
Come on City of Melbourne, let’s make 

this laneway great again. Please contact the 
council or state member to let them know 
that this is an issue that needs to be sorted 
out now. 

The second thing I want to write about 

was my upcoming show at Darkhorse 
Experiment. It opens on July 6 and runs 
through July from Wednesdays to Saturdays 
between 12pm and 5pm at The District 
Docklands.

You might think that this self-promotion is 
a bit too much? Well, I am the one with the 
newspaper column so I can do what I want! 
So anyway, come to my show. It’s a painting 
show and it’s been really hard, as I have 
changed my research focus. 

(Hey Doyle, just so you know … it’s my 
newspaper!  So I can shamelessly promote 
MY show too.  It’s called “Places by Faces” 
and runs at about the same time as yours 
but at Magnet Gallery – also upstairs at The 
District. Come to my opening on July 8 and 
have some free cheese! - Editor.)

Stay awesome guys have a great month 
and follow me on Instagram: doylesart

And I hope to see you at my show.
Respect
Doyle

The only "sculpture" in Adrian Doyle's painting exhibition “You are all the same!”
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The third and final instalment in Tom 
Schroeders Bike trilogy screened at this 
year’s Melbourne International Animation 
Festival (MIAF) at the Australian Centre 
Moving Image (ACMI), Federation Square.

At the 2017 MIAF, Schroeder visited 
Melbourne as a guest of the MIAF 
animation posse, to present a retrospective 
collection of his hand-drawn animation 
works. At this time, he gave the audience a 
sneek peek of his work in progress. 

The preview lasted about the time it took 
Rekindling to win last year’s Melbourne 
Cup at Flemington. The full length (though 
no doubt edited and pared down version) is 
more than 10 minutes long. 

Bike Trip 2018 is a documentary style film 
and it features the drummer/percussionist 
from The Bad Plus, Dave King, playing 
an improvised piece on his drum kit. The 
music meshes very well with the action and 
the siesta seen on the screen. 

The film’s animation artists Tom 
Schroeder and Anna Taberko worked in a 
monochrome palette. Graphic white line 
on black background, in many ways a very 
Melbourne feel. 

It’s kind of a free-flowing Norman 
McLaren style. The script, written by Tom 
Schroeder and Hilde Deroover, comes 
across as a dialogue between a country 
bumpkin from the mid-west and his uber 
cosmopolitan girlfriend from Belgium. 
Sometimes you get lucky. 

They reminisce with fondness about their 
500 mile bike odyssey. The two riders end 
up chatting in a bar that has photographs of 
legendary Tour de France riders. 

Kraftwerk, of course, wrote the musical 
track Tour de France, inspired by the riders 
and the race. 

Dave King’s jazz drumming music 
interpolates and counterpoints this 
conversation. King’s music is magnificent 
in accentuating the narrative, following and 
at times pre-empting the cadences of the 
bike riders on their journey, racing storms, 
hoping to find the sun and wind on their 
backs.

King utilises the full kit, sticks and 
brushes. He has tremendous feel, 
discernment and empathy for this beautiful 
love story. 

Each of Schroeder’s films take two 
years to make and he utilises a flow of 
consciousness in his drawing style that 
is akin to jazz musicianship. Schroeder’s 
choice of guitars no doubt would be a 
double cutaway semi-acoustic jazz guitar. 

Schroeder believes his drawing process is 
similar to his guitar playing, where he works 
off and improvises from structures, scales 
and chords, seeking an epiphany. 

Early in his animation career, Schroeder 
would listen to Glenn Gould’s Goldberg 
variations, and 1950s bebop music whilst 
working away in isolation like a 16th 
century monk. Drifting along in his creative 
field.

Schroeder is a huge fan of Jacques Tati, 
the French director (Mon Oncle) who 
was superb in integrating music with the 
choreographed action of his films. He was 
at the 100th anniversary of Jacques Tati’s 

birth in 2007 at the Paris Cinematheque.
And like Tati, there is a subversive 

element to Schroeder’s work that 
encapsulates the travails, joys, anomalies 
and achievements of life. All these elements 
are in the Bike trilogy. Stoicism is one 
paradigm that Schroeder may be familiar 
with.

Schroeder has an aesthetic that would 
appreciate the story of the punters who 
backed Just Stellar in the sixth race at 
Echuca on June 20. The horse was in front at 
the half way point of the race and was first 
past the post – holding off the field in a most 
gallant fashion. Superb, except the horse 
was riderless, having lost its rider somehow 
just after the start. As a punter, you can 
identify with anyone who had a ticket with 
Just Stellar written on it. Yeah, the horse was 
first past the post ... That is a Tom Schroeder 
moment. There are many riderless horse 
stories.

The musical track to Bike Trip 2018 
tweaks and manipulates the emotional 
response of the audience. In a way, this 
is like a jazz group – the creative team of 
people, the animators / writers / musicians 
that Schroeder has assembled. 

The film is very detailed and has a lot of 
drive as the bike riders strive to reach their 
goal of finishing their 500-mile journey. 
And David King propels the action along in 
a juxtapositional counterpointing-esque lilt.

Melbourne’s own Epic Brass wowed them 
up in Sydney at The Factory Theatre on June 
2. Led by the sublime trumpet player Jack 
Howard, Epic Brass burnishes and puts a 
brilliant polish on a whole clutch of songs 
from many of our favourite bands and 
musicians. 

Mark Gardner, Ash Davies, Fiona Lee 
Maynard, Nicky Del Ray and John Archer 
are some of the luminaries, along with the 
charismatic, enigmatic X singer/ guitarist 
Steve Lucas. Rob Hirst of Midnight Oil and 
Steve Kilbey joined the Victorian musicians 
on stage. 

Add in Penny Ikinger and Ron S Peno of 
The Superstitions and Died Pretty and you 
have one sensational musical experience. 

Epic Brass is phenomenal. Jack Howard, 
from Hunters and Collectors plays in a 
most succinct and accurate style, always 
positioning his music with poise. 

Gigs / Shows 
 ■ The Royal Parks, Gasometer Hotel, June 

28
 ■ Machinehead, Forum Theatre, July 21
 ■ Get Down, 3RRR,  12pm , Thursdays
 ■ Rockwiz Salutes New York, State Theatre, 

Arts Centre, Friday, July 20
 ■ Ear of the Behearer, Paul Kidney, 3PBS, 

12am Tuesdays
 ■ Superorganism, 170 Russell, Sunday, 

July 22

Just Stellar
Music is a large part of Minneapolis, as is self-taught animation 
artist Tom Schroeder. 

Corruption, secret deals, 
intimidation, blackmail – no, 
we are not talking about a new 
TV series – we are talking about 
owners’ corporations across 
Melbourne.

Strata owners at a recent We Live Here 
seminar heard extraordinary tales of rorts 
and rip-offs. A number of high-profile 
owners corporations, from St Kilda Rd, 
South Melbourne, West Melbourne, 
Southbank and Docklands shared their 
incredibly agonising stories.

The May seminar was organised by We 
Live Here to allow owners’ corporation 
committee members to share their 
knowledge and experience about proxy 
farming, price fixing and rorts.  

The seminar was opened by one of the 
We Live Here directors, Barbara Francis, 
who was very pleased to announce that the 
attending committees came from a diverse 
group of apartments from all around 
Melbourne - the support base of We Live 
Here is growing! 

The horror stories we heard included:
 ■ Proxy farming on a grand scale; 
 ■ Proxies held by real estate company 

clerical staff to mask the true extent of 
the farming;

 ■ Sacking committees who dare to 
question the incumbent contractor;

 ■ Essential services and fire safety ignored;
 ■ Developers spreading false stories about 

whistle-blowers;
 ■ Building managers skimming millions of 

dollars in secret electricity commissions;
 ■ Common property leased to developers’ 

mates for no fee;
 ■ High maintenance costs without proper 

maintenance being carried out; and
 ■ Defects not addressed.
We Live Here is very grateful for the 

courageous speakers who stood up and told 
their stories for others to learn from their 
experience. We will not reveal any names 
or identify any properties because of the 
potential recriminations. Conscientious 
owners are fighting powerful, vested 
interests and there is a lot of money at stake.

Another director of We Live Here Helina 
Marshall, the moderator of the seminar, 
said the purpose of this type of seminar 
was to allow committee members to speak 
freely and exchange ideas about solutions 
to the problems facing strata communities. 

“When there is a problem, we are not 
alone. Other committees often have the 
same or similar issues. Only by sharing and 
learning from each other we will improve 
our knowledge and skills in dealing with the 
day-to-day committee or building issues,” 
she said.

Marshall Delves, another director of We 
Live Here, reminded the attendees that 
We Live Here needed the support of many 
committees to keep going and be stronger.  
Although We Live Here is only two and a 
half years old, we have achieved a lot during 
this period.  We have good a relationship 

with the City of Melbourne and have made 
contacts with a number of key politicians. 

The We Live Here seminar was well 
received and successful. We Live Here will 
organise more of this type of forum in the 
future. Watch this space!

Congratulations Sally Capp
We Live Here was honoured to meet 

with mayoral candidate Sally Capp before 
the election and we had the opportunity 
to establish rapport. Now that Cr Capp is 
Lord Mayor we will be following up on the 
election commitments that she made.

Last month we noted that plans for the 
renovation of the Queen Victoria Market, 
heavily promoted by the previous Lord 
Mayor, may have to go back to the drawing 
board because of Heritage Victoria’s refusal 
of a key element of the proposal. With the 
election of Cr Capp, we anticipate a radical 
rethink that will preserve the precinct as the 
premier tourist attraction in Melbourne. We 
will keep a close eye on this issue.

When we met, Cr Capp told We Live Here 
that short-stays must be regulated – the 
same message that We Live Here has been 
promoting. Cr Capp showed that she was 
very well informed about the short-stay 
issues and the problems that needed to be 
addressed.

At the meet-the-candidates forums in 
the run-up to the election, Cr Capp made 
it clear that, in her view, there was not a 
level playing field because hotels were 
complying with all the regulations, paying 
their staff properly and meeting workplace 
safety standards. 

Cr Capp talked about there being a lot of 
security issues, damage and noise issues, 
general interruption and wear-and-tear on 
buildings, and a lot of uncertainty around 
safety. 

We are pleased to have a mayor who 
has indicated she is willing to engage with 
We Live here on an ongoing basis. We 
look forward to the Lord Mayor following 
through on her commitments, taking action 
and escalating the short-stay issue to the 
state government. 

Cr Capp has an open-door policy and has 
said she would organise community forums 
to gain first-hand knowledge. We Live Here 
will keep you informed so that all owners 
and residents can come along and be heard.

Campaign donations
As a not-for-profit organisation, 

donations from individuals and buildings 
keep our campaigns going. To register as 
a supporter of We Live Here or to make 
a donation please visit our website at 
welivehere.net

We Live Here does not accept donations 
from commercial tourism interests. 

We welcome your comments and 
feedback, and invite suggestions for topics 
you would like us to address in this column.

We Live Here

“we live
here”TM

www.welivehere.net 
emails to campaign@
welivehere.net

Uniting against proxy 
farming and rorts
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Disconnected from place and cause
Nature and all of its anarchies was put on a pedestal in June as the literary industry fired up with two bookshops offering wine and ideas 
for the wintery months ahead. 

The bookshops occupy a similar habitat 
in the CBD, tailoring their good reads to suit 
the individual. 

The Paperback runs a salon series and The 
Hill of Content, a writers on the hill program. 

RMIT poet Bonny Cassidy read several 
of her riddle poems and riffed on the genre 
while RMIT naturalist Ian Fraser had a few 
facts about birds to woo his audience. 

Take the wing span of a condor. It’s 3.2 
metres. What would a bird of this size have 
to say about being enclosed in a bookshop 
instead of occupying the vast space of a 
canyon and rising slowly on the thermals?

Questions hook a listener. You want to 
know more. Did you know that vultures 
cover half a country without flapping and 
zebra finches need 6000 seeds a day to 
survive?

“Finches need a plan to calculate where 
the fresh seeds will be,” Fraser points out. 
“That makes a mockery of a bird brain.” 

Winter evenings are pleasant in Bourke St 
if you don’t get caught in the rain. People are 
rushing home from work but you can linger. 
You can hop about making comparisons 
between what is on offer. 

The chairs are in lines at the Hill of 
Content and more higgledy piggeldy at The 
Paperback. There is sauvignon blanc at one 
and cabernet at the other. Ideas form eddies 
between shelves. 

A birder such as Fraser likes his theories. 
“Nature watching is part of daily life,” he 
says. “Birds are what we see most of. When 

we don’t see anything we feel defeated.” 
Poets are just as thoughtful. Cassidy read 

from her new book Chatelaine. 
In a riddle poem who is speaking? Is it the 

moon? Can the listener guess?
“I like to turn against type,” Cassidy 

said. “It’s fun to be in a place that is 
uncomfortable. Not knowing is a sign of 

being on the right track.” 
Traditional riddle poems are on the 

“Linnaean tree”, she jokes, but hers are local 
adaptations. They deal with problems that 
don’t have a solution. 

In Lighten Up the speaker blows “in by 
dark from another spot”. She finds something 
that could be dead or frozen. She offers the 

thing “favours for a sip”. She once “loathed 
this corner of the village”. At the end they 
come to hoist her away through “branches 
over the bay”.

Fraser, riffing on his version of nature 
in Birds and their Habitats, says that Koel 
cuckoos are moving south. That does not 
bode well for the red wattle bird which is 
moving north. The cuckoos are laying eggs 
in wattle bird nests and they don’t have a 
defence.  Indicators of climate change? 

Memories were used as prompts for 
more stories. He was a solitary boy, Fraser 
says, and fell for a colony of stilts on a 
family holiday at Lake Alexandria. “I loved 
seeing the way they yapped like puppies. I 
discovered a lifelong passion for wandering 
around wetlands.”

A birdwatcher in his prime will to travel to 
Colombia to see the rare Giant antpitta and 
a poet in search of a narrative might take a 
boat to Antarctica for a project, which she 
published as Final Theory. 

The life of a writer is tied to his or her form 
of employment and small niches can be 
more practical than world trips. A backyard 
in Canberra will prompt observations of 
wattle birds and a fragment of text can be 
profitably disconnected from place and 
cause.

A less-disrupted life in the city
By David Schout

Ever been blocked from 
accessing your CBD residence 
during a public event, without 
prior notification? Or caught 
unaware by noisy construction 
work?

How the City of Melbourne communicates 
with the public during city disruptions could 
be changing.

The council has sought the views of CBD 
residents, workers and business owners 
about how it can better communicate during 
times of inconvenience.

In a four-week period throughout May 
and June, council project workers and 
consultants sought the views of various 
affected parties in the first step towards 
developing “digital solutions to help people 
navigate city disruption”.

The workshops and interviews that took 
place had the ultimate aim of “improving 
how city works are planned and co-
ordinated”.

In a workshop attended by CBD News on 
May 24, respondents were asked to think 
of various scenarios where they have been 
inconvenienced during a disruption.

These included public transport 
interruptions, roadblocks during public 
events and unannounced construction work 
impacting everyday life.

From there, ideas were sought on how the 
council could better communicate planned 
disruptions, giving locals and workers the 
opportunity to plan around the disturbance.

Jenny Eltham, president of CBD residents’ 
group EastEnders, was one of the workshop 
attendees and expressed frustration at a lack 
of prior warning before large CBD events 
that prevent access to the roads and streets 
required to enter a residence.

“I think, ‘well why can’t I go to my own 
home’?” she said. “There are situations when 
we don’t know it’s happening and we need 
to go home.”

Another source of irritation centred on 
continued unannounced construction work.

“One of the things EastEnders has been 
frustrated with is the absolute random 
digging up of pavements for a variety of 
reasons,” Ms Eltham said. “The noise and 

disruption is ongoing.”

Several attendees expressed a preference for 
the City of Melbourne website to be the first 
port of call for updates and ideas on how to 
navigate disturbances.

Participants at the May 24 workshop.

Council project workers told attendees the 
aim of canvassing public opinion was “the 
first step” in creating an information service 
or portal that works for everyone, something 
they acknowledged was a “difficult task”.
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墨尔本
还是绿党
撰稿 Meg Hill

最新的联邦选民重新划分，已
将弗莱明顿(Flemington)和特
拉文科(Travancore) 这两个
绿党强区，从绿党议员亚当·
班特(Adam Bandt)的墨尔本选
区中划出。

班特先生告知都市新闻
报，尽管原则上他反对这些改
变，可是这些调整不会对墨尔
本的绿党席位产生负面影响。

 班特先生说：“一些独
立人士发表分析说，这些变化
实际上帮助了我。”    

 他说：“我为此争辩可
能无助于我的竞选。我感到失
望的是我不再代表弗莱明顿和
特拉文科了。这两个原来墨尔
本所属的选区已有近100年的
历史了。”

随着人口增长，墨尔本城
区席位的变化成为必然，弗莱
明顿和特拉文科的调整变化使
得比尔•肖敦(Bill Shorten)所
在的马利比农(Maribyrnong)
席位在其选民配额内转移到了
墨尔本。

自由党在去年年底宣布放
弃墨尔本城区参选的潜在策略
后，是否会参选仍不清楚。

 自由党在这个问题上意
见分歧，党内有势力要推出候
选人在墨尔本竞选。

墨尔本市政议员、墨尔本
前自由党候选人菲利普·刘乐
(Philip Le Liu)说，他认为
重新调整并不重要，但支持自
由党参选更为重要。

他说：“上一次联邦选举
的结果显示，两党择一的首选
选票是绿党和自由党，说明我
们正在向通往墨尔本的道路上
前进。”

支持马拉维妇女

蒙罗交易 账目不清

墨市中心犯
罪率下降

根据犯罪统计机构(CSA)最近发
布的数据，截至3月31日，市中
心的犯罪数量在过去一年中有
所下降。 
    犯罪总数从2017年的17517
起降至2018年的16364起。但并
非所有类别都下降了。“人身
侵犯罪”略有上升，从2349起
上升到2825起；“毒品犯罪”
从854起上升到859起；“公共
秩序和治安犯罪从2017年的
2119起增加到今年的2650起。

犯罪率下降的类别为“
财产和欺诈罪” (9493下降到
7684)；《司法程序违法行为
罪》(2405下降至2142)；以及“
其他犯罪”(25下降至10)。

在这些类别中，最受关
注的罪行是在CBD的“人身侵
犯罪”，从2017年的1611起轻
微上升到2018年的1626起；“
抢劫罪”从185起降至161起；
还有“扰乱治安和冒犯性的犯
罪”从1817起上升到1942起。

市长选举 结果质疑
撰稿：Shane Scanlan

最近的墨尔本市长补选结果的合
法性令人严重怀疑，因为多达

8313名登记选民因选举制度上的
缺陷而可能被剥夺了投票机会。

今年5月当选的莎莉•卡普
(Sally Capp)市长仅以4666票领
先击败了另一位候选人杨千惠
(Jennifer Yang)，要不然今天这
位穿了市长长袍和金链的市长很
有可能不是这位女士。

这一缺陷源于墨尔本市政向
维多利亚选举委员会( VEC )提供
第三方代理机构地址的做法，而
不是非居民纳税人的实际地址。

在最近的市长补选中，大
约有6889张选票邮寄到“受代理”

撰稿 Shane Scanlan
尽管实际数字仍不明朗，但墨尔
本市政2014年在维多利亚女王市
场附近的“蒙罗地块”的投资似
乎已经爆出了惊人的数字。

从表面上看，，市政似乎
付出了6000万澳元，以获得价值
7000万元的社区设施和部分完全
保有地产权。

市政告诉本报，这些设施的
净支出为1.293亿澳元(价值7000

万澳元)，并保留了总用地的
33.25%，以及与市中心的一些新
的链接。

总的数据仍无法获得，与合
资伙伴PDG公司的交易细节也无
法得知，尽管市政透露了PDG为
了这个“开发权”，支付了2670
万元，在这种情况下此数额不算
大。

市政以7600万元购买了蒙
罗地块(据说还支付了1000万元

的“收购成本”)，前提是此地
块可以再划分，可在位于多栋楼
的土地上建造1800套公寓。

在购买交易的时候，实行了
20米的高度限制，但是市政还是
赌了一下，而且输在了前规划厅
长马修·盖伊(Matthew Guy)，
因为他试图将这个高度限制提升
到200米。

但是这并没有发生，是因为
几周后，盖伊厅长的自由党政府

败选了，他的继任者理查德·
韦恩(Richard Wynne)采取了
更为强硬的立场。

最近批准的该地块规划许
可证仅允许410套公寓，其中48
套被认为是“负担得起的”。

只有极少数人(可能没有任
何议员)知道市政的实际损失，
可能远远超过6000万元。譬如
说，把尚待界定的社区设施估
价为7000万元是如何而来的。

的房地产中介机构，另外1424
张选票邮寄到“受代理”的律师事
务所。这些代理机构和VEC都承
认，对于海外非居民业主来说，
没有足够的时间让这些选票寄回
来。

VEC也承认有这个缺陷，但
表示邮政选举的时间是由维多利
亚州立法规定的。

发言人苏•朗(Sue Lang音
译)告诉本报: “这个选举时间是
已经立法规定的，我们已经(通
过提交材料和报告)告知部长和
议会，考虑到澳大利亚邮政投递
模式的改变，即使在维多利亚州
范围内，邮件投递时间也是不够
的。”

朗女士说，在澳大利亚境内
的非居民业主很可能有足够的时
间来邮寄投票。

选民名册的编制方式，无法
知道非居民纳税者有多少人住在
澳洲境内，有多少人住在海外。
但其中绝大多数为华人或华裔，
而这些人很可能会投票支持那位
落选的候选人杨千惠。

投票制度另一个存在的问题
是，没有对那些邮寄给房地产中
介机构和律师事务所的8313张“
受代理”选票的实际情况进行审
计。

由于没有这类选民的签名记
录，代理人可以自己填写并寄回
选票。

为了能提供非洲马拉维妇女可重
复使用的卫生垫，非赢利组织 - 
优雅垫(Grace Pads)，于6月20
日在墨尔本科林斯街的梅赛德斯
Me概念店(Mercedes Me)主办了
一次筹款活动。

社会企业赋予马拉维妇女权
力，为她们提供卫生手段来管理
她们的经期，同时也提供就业机
会。

 照片中(左起)是克里
斯蒂·希尔德亚德(Christy 
Hildyard)(联合创始人)、澳大
利亚驻马拉维领事特伦特·史
密斯(Trent Smyth)、埃琳·布
特罗斯(Erin Boutros)(联合创
始人)和埃莉诺·贝留(Eleanor 
Baillieu)。

 欲了解更多信息或捐赠请
访问gracepads.com
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
WHAT’S ON

MONDAYS 8.30PM, 41 BOURKE 
STREET

COMEDY AT SPLEEN
Mixing some of the big names in comedy 
with the best up and coming acts, this will 
be sure to make you forget the Monday 
blues. Gold coin donation.  0439 660 836

INNER MELBOURNE  
LIFE ACTIVITIES CLUB
Meeting on selected dates and various 
locations, IMLAC takes in the city’s parks, 
its culture, fabulous eating options as well 
as festivals, galleries and concerts.
www.life.org.au/imlac  
or call Dianne 0425 140 981

10AM, EVERY 3RD TUESDAY, PO-
MODORO SARDO REATAURANT, 111 
LONSDALE ST 

EASTENDERS COFFEE CLUB
Come along and join the company of friends 
and neighbours. Meet new people and be 
informed. 
eastendersinc@gmail.com

4-6PM, EVERY SUNDAY, CAMPARI 
HOUSE, 23-25 HARDWARE LANE

TRIVIA ON THE ROOF 
A retractable roof and drink specials will 
help warm up your brain for Sunday trivia. 
Bookings not required. 9600 1574 or info@
camparihouse.com.au

7.20AM FOR A 7.40AM START, TUES-
DAYS

ROTARY CENTRAL SUNRISE
Interested in what we do? Join us for break-
fast! We meet at the RACV City Club 501 
Bourke St, Melbourne. 
rotaryclubcentralmelbourne.org.au

10.30-11.15AM, EVERY 3RD SATURDAY, 
CITY LIBRARY

ONCE UPON A TUNE
An interactive musical adventure that 
features live music by Beethoven, Brahms 
and Brumby. Suitable for children aged 
from 5-12 years. FREE. 

4TH MONDAY OF EACH MONTH. 
LUNCHTIME, ST PETER’S EAST MEL-
BOURNE

AUSTRAL SALON OF MUSIC
Listen to music from talented young 
musicians. Make new friends.
www.australsalon.org 
0449 727 910

10.30AM-2PM WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY & 
SUNDAY, 326 LONSDALE ST

MEET UP WITH FRIENDS
Instant coffee or tea with a biscuit for $1.00
Meet up with friends or enjoy meeting others at 
St Francis Pastoral Centre (entry next to the book 
shop in the church yard). 9663 2495

PRAYER TIMES
EVERY SUNDAY FROM 2.30PM,  
THE HUB, 506 ELIZABETH ST

FILM CLUB
The film club has some of the best film noir 
classics including 1962 French Classic and 
two time Cannes winner "Sundays and 
Cybelle". FREE, coffee provided.
Contact John on 0459 398 358

1-2.30PM, EVERY WEDNESDAY, CITY 
LIBRARY

ESL READING GROUP
Fun weekly reading program, read along 
with others and practice pronunciation, 
improve English comprehension and 
vocabulary and meet new people. Native 
and ESL speakers are welcome. FREE.

10AM–4PM, JULY 28–29, CHINATOWN 
PLAZA

TINY HOME
A concept home designed to encourage 
better design outcomes and small-footprint 
living. Come to explore it and test the 
features for yourself. 
Register at openhousemelbourne.org

EVERY WEDNESDAY, FROM 6PM. 
MELBOURNE CENTRAL LION HOTEL

LANGUAGE SWAP
Speak another language but no one to 
practise with? Come along to the free 
language exchange and meet like-minded 
people who love language. 

Book on www.NewToMelbourne.org

EVERY THURSDAY FROM 1PM,  
ST MICHAEL'S, 120 COLLINS ST

ST MICHAEL’S RECITAL
Experience spectacular music as the St 
Michael's grand organ comes to life for a 
free 30-minute recital every Thursday.
No booking required. 9654 5120

6PM, 1ST THURSDAY OF THE MONTH  
THE KELVIN CLUB, 14 MELBOURNE PL

RESIDENTS 3000 FORUM
A community group to inform, connect and 
support CBD residents.  
Regular social events with speaker.  Details 
posted on residents3000.com.au

MARCH 2 – JULY 15, MELBOURNE  
MUSEUM

YOU CAN’T DO THAT
A celebration of fashion designers who 
challenged the norms in society. Melbourne 
Museum and Virgin Australia Melbourne 
Fashion Festival present this exhibition. 

10.30AM – 11PM TUESDAYS UNTIL  
DECEMBER 11, 253 FLINDERS LANE

STOMPERS AT CITY LIBRARY
For toddlers aged 18 months – 3 years, this 
event is sure to be a fun favourite. Songs, 
stories and rhymes will help develop of love 
of reading. FREE. 9658 9500

10.00 AM- 4.00 PM, MAY 6 TO AUGUST 
16, CHINESE MUSEUM, 22 COHEN PL

DISTANT WORLDS: SHANGHAI 
AND HONG KONG IN THE 1930s
An exhibition showcasing photographer 
Henry ‘Harry’ Curtis’ adventures in China, 
eighty years ago. 
marketing@chinesemuseum.com.au

7.30PM WEDNESDAYS, 16 CORRS 
LANE

CRAB LAB
Comedy in the city at the House of Maxion 
with well-known performers from radio and 
TV plus some new talent. FREE.  
0422 686 933  

JULY 5 – AUGUST 31, CHAPTER HOUSE 
LANE VIA FLINDERS LANE

KILLING TIME
An exhibition exploring the role of laneways 
in Melbourne cultural life and the act of 
smoking. 
chapterhouselane.org.au

6PM-8PM TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY 
UNTIL DECEMBER 12, CITY LIBRARY 

WRITING FOR BEGINNERS 
Find new friends and your writing voice at 
the free workshop designed to give writers 
a space to network, receive feedback and 
learn in a supportive environment. 
FREE 9658 9500 

10AM–5PM, UNTIL OCTOBER 7, IMMI-
GRATION MUSEUM, 400 FLINDERS ST

MAO’S LAST DANCER
An exploration into ballet icon Li Cunxin’s 
story from a childhood to his current life as 
Artistic Director of Queensland Ballet.  
$0 - $15, museumsvictoria.com.au/im-
migrationmuseum/

10AM–5PM, UNTIL JULY 13, LEVEL 
1, YARRA BUILDING, FEDERATION 
SQUARE

THE NEXT MATRIARCH
New and recent artworks calling on the 
strength of women past, present and future. 
FREE

5–10PM, EVERY WEDNESDAY, QUEEN 
VICTORIA MARKET

WINTER NIGHT MARKET
Warm up at Queen Victoria Market with 
open fires, winter drinks and street eats, 
and enjoy the music and live performances. 
FREE, thenightmarket.com.au

FRIDAY, JUNE 29 TO SUNDAY, JULY 8 
VARIOUS CBD VENUES 

MELBOURNE RARE BOOK 
WEEK (MRBW)
Free admission to all events (bookings es-
sential for some)
Visit the website: www.rarebookweek.
com

5 JULY 5 –AUGUST 31. 

KILLING TIME 
A group exhibition featuring works by Col-
leen Ahern, Kirsty Budge, Kate Just, Dan 
Moynihan, Oscar Perry and Toby Pola.
Launch: Thursday, July 5, 6-8pm
Chapter House Lane, entry via Flinders 
Lane

1PM, EVERY THURSDAY & FRIDAY, 
LEVEL 1, YARRA BUILDING, FEDERA-
TION SQUARE

BIRRARUNG WILAM RIVER WALK
Learn about how the land under Melbourne 
has changed over time and its significance 
to the local Kulin people. $33, book on  
fedsquare.com/shopvisit/birrarung-
wilam-walk
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St Michael's
120 Collins St, Melbourne, 3000
Ph: 9654 5120
Church times:
Sunday Service at 10.00am 

Chabad of Melbourne
Suite 301, 343 Lt Collins St
Ph: 9525-9929
Chabad of Melbourne CBD hosts regular lunchtime 
lecture series on various topics.

City on a Hill
Sundays at 9am, 10.30am and 6pm.
Hoyts Cinemas, Melbourne Central

Victorian Friends Centre
484 William Street, West Melbourne
Quaker Meetings for Worship: Sunday 10.30am

Collins Street Baptist Church
174 Collins St  
Ph: 9650 1180
Sundays services: 10.30am

CrossCulture Church of Christ
333 Swanston St, Melbourne (Corner of Swanston 
& Little Lonsdale St)
Ph: 9623 9199
Sunday services (English) - 9am, 11:15am & 6pm
Sunday service (Mandarin) - 10:45am
www.crossculture.net.au 

Hillsong City Youth
Krimper Cafe, 20 Guildford Lane, Melbourne - Every 
Friday 7pm-9pm

Holy Cross Orthodox Mission
261/265 Spring St 
www.australianorthodox.org

Scots’ Church
156, Collins St 
Ph: 9650 9903
Sundays 10:30 am (Indonesian), 11:00 am (Tradi-
tional) and 5:00 pm (Contemporary)

St Francis’ Church
326 Lonsdale St | 9663 2495
Sunday: 7am, 8am, 9:30am, 11am (St Francis’ 
Choir) and 12.30, 1.30, 4.30, 6.00 pm
Filipino Community Mass: Second Sunday of the 
month at 2.30pm
Indonesian Community Mass: Third Sunday of the 
month at 2.30pm

St Paul’s Cathedral
Cnr Flinders and Swanston Streets 
Ph: 9653 4333
Sundays: 8.00am, 9.00am, 10.30am, 6.00pm

St. Augustine’s Catholic Church
631 Bourke St.  Melb
Ph: 9614 1722
Sundays Mass: 10.30am & 8.00pm 
Mon – Fri   Mass:  1.05pm
Mon – Fri  Confessions: 12.30pm

Wesley Church
148 Lonsdale St
9.15 am Gospel Hall Cantonese/Mandarin Service
11.00 am Morning Worship Service
7.00 pm Evening Worship Service

PRAYER TIMES

If you are not in this trades and services directory, then email advertising@cbdnews.
com.au or phone 8689 7980 to get a simple line-listing for three months for FREE!!!

ACCOUNTING

PH 9603 0066
www.rubiixbusinessaccountants.com.au

Maximising your profits by 
minimising your tax

BARBER
Sammy's hair grooming 
Book online Sammyshairgrooming.com
Tel: 9650 8018 
Located inside the Kelvin Club, Melbourne Place

BROTHEL

美女如雲
466 City Road
South Melbourne

03 9696 4666
OPEN 7 DAYS

SW
A4

21
5B

E

ENTERTAINMENT

101 Waterfront Way, Docklands, 3008
melbournestar.com

ESCORTS

FAMILY LAW

Tel: 9614 5122    Fax: 9614 2964
www.pearcewebster.com.au

Working with 
individuals,  
families & business.

GRAPHIC DESIGN
The Press Department
0415 166 962
info@thepressdepartment.com.au
www.thepressdepartment.com.au

REAL ESTATE 
Jinding Real Estate Bourke St 
branch
Michele Whelan 
Tel: 7018 4245 Mobile: 0403 732 583
137 Bourke Street, Melbourne / jindingau.com

SELLING | LEASING | PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

www.cityresidentialbourkestreet.com.au  

T: 03 9001 1333

SALES Glenn Donnelly m: 0419 998 235
LEASING Lina D’Ambrosio m: 0430 959 851 

818 Bourke Street, 
Docklands  

VIC 3008

HOCKINGSTUART.COM.AU 
T. 03 9600 2192
MELBOURNE  LEVEL 1/180 QUEEN STREET

Residential/Commercial
Sales/Leasing/Owners Corporation
Proudly serving the CBD

846 Bourke Street, Docklands | 9251 9000                          
People minded, Property Driven

Sam Nathan - Managing Director

561 Little Lonsdale St, Melbourne VIC 3000
T: 9329 9432     M: 0407 552 922     
E: sam.nathan@npm.com.au
W: www.npm.com.au

SPA & MASSAGE

88A/889 Collins St, Docklands
tangspabeautymassage.com  

0403280886 / 0447463635

 Tang 
Spa Tang 
Spa

Body massage,  
scrub and  

$29 mini-facial
Try our free, five minute neck and shoulder oil 

massage (book via SMS). Health rebate.
Find us on the ground floor retail at the 

rear of the building, facing the river.

WELLBEING
ONE CHANGE,  

CAN CHANGE EVERYTHING.  

WORKSHOPS | PROGRAMS | LAUGHTER 

WINDOW SOUND-PROOFING

For body corporate and heritage listed 
homes and apartments

SOUNDPROOFING WINDOWS

TRADES AND SERVICES

PUBLIC NOTICE

WE THINK INSIDE THE 

SQUARE /   WE THINK 

INSIDE THE SQUARE /   

WE THINK INSIDE THE 

SQUARE /  WE THINK 

INSIDE THE SQUARE 

/  WE THINK INSIDE  THE 

SQUARE /  THE SQUARE 

WE THINK INSIDE THE 

WE THINK 
INSIDE THE 

GRID

t 8689 7980 
advertising@cbdnews.com.au

Packaged liquor licence application. 
We, Vic Liq Pty Ltd, applied to the Victorian 
Commission for Gambling and Liquor 
Regulation on 8 June 2018 for a packaged 
liquor licence at 341 Queen St, Melbourne. 
Any person may object to the grant of this 
application on the grounds that:
•	 it would detract from, or be detrimental 

to, the amenity of the area in which the 
premises are situated, and/or

•	 it would be conducive to or encourage 
the misuse or abuse of alcohol.

An objection must state the reasons for 
the objection. All objections are treated 
as public documents. Objections must be 
made in writing to: Victorian Commission 
for Gambling and Liquor Regulation, GPO 
Box 1988, Melbourne VIC 3001. Objections 
must be made no later than 30 days after 
the date of this notice.
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In search of the CBD’s founders
Archaeologists are hoping 
for their first real look at 
the lives of the CBD’s first 
European residents during 
digs associated with the Metro 
Tunnel project.

Since the recent demolition of buildings 
acquired by the government around the two 
new city station sites, archaeologists have 
been peeling back the layers of time and 
have already found thousands of artefacts.

At the Town Hall Station site between 
Young and Jacksons Hotel and the Nicholas 
Building in Swanston St, archaeologists have 
a direct connection with Melbourne founder 
John Batman.

According to archaeologist Geoff Hewitt, 
Batman bought the sizeable block for £100 in 
1837 and had built a substantial home in the 
south-west corner of the site by 1938.

The exact location of the house had not been 
established when CBD News visited the site 
in mid-June.  But its presence has Mr Hewitt 
and his colleagues really excited as it offers 
the first opportunity to direct connect with 
the first years of settlement in Melbourne.

“If we find the ground surface from the 
1830s, it will be first time for Melbourne,” Mr 
Hewitt said.

Mr Hewitt and his team had already dug 

about 1.5 metres below the current street 
level, but he estimated that the original soil 
level could be another half a metre lower.

When this level is reached, it is likely to 
reveal artefacts discarded into the backyard 
by Batman’s numerous daughters and other 
elite young women who were taught at the 
seven-room house by governess Nicola 
Cooke.

At this time, Swanston St was on the eastern 
edge of the settlement, with activity centred 
around Market St where the fresh water met 
the navigable lower section of the Yarra.

Property prices were already booming 
though, with Batman mortgaging the 
property for £500 in 1838. However, 
deteriorating health and finances saw him 
lose the property in the 1850s when his 
creditors foreclosed.  

This period saw more intense sub-division 
and development of the site and Mr Hewitt 
and his team are unravelling a jigsaw puzzle 
of footings, cellars and foundations from 
many structures – right up to the reinforced 
concrete used for the 1960s McDonalds and 
KFC buildings which have been demolished.

The foundations are intertwined – with much 
reuse, addition, subtraction, patching and re 
purposing – so the excavation presents some 
mind-bending puzzles to interpret.

Most of the thousands of objects recovered 

to date will have limited value but they are 
all, nevertheless, carefully cleaned, dried 
and catalogued.  It is hoped they will be 
displayed prominently later on during the 
Metro Tunnel project.

There have been some treasures unearthed 
though.  Mr Hewitt said a Half Gold 
Sovereign from the gold rush era had been 
found  – evidently it had slipped between the 
rough-hewn floor boards in a Swanston St 
pub on the site.

Looking at the amount of the site so far 
tackled, the depths reached and the vast 
amount of the site not yet started, the 
archaeologists have only really scratched the 
surface. So the most dramatic and exciting 
discoveries are yet to come. The digs are 
expected to continue for the rest of the year. 

Archaeologist Geoff Hewitt digging for relics.

Haley Geiberras and Julia Carmichael cleaning artifacts.
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