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Calls to decriminalise 
begging rejected by police
Calls from legal groups to decriminalise begging 
have been opposed by Victoria Police, who warned it 
could not regulate “professional beggars” in the CBD 
without the law.

As part of a recently-released par-
liamentary inquiry into Victoria’s 
homelessness, legal groups argued 
that begging offences caused vulnera-
ble people to be unnecessarily caught 
within the justice system.

In submissions to the wide-ranging 
inquiry, legal services group Justice 
Connect argued the criminalisation 
of begging “punishes vulnerable peo-
ple experiencing extreme hardship”.

“Studies continue to show how 
begging, homelessness, ill-health and 
substance dependence regularly in-
tersect,” the submission read.

“The strong conclusion is that beg-
ging is about social and financial pov-
erty, not about crime.”

Fellow group Inner Melbourne 
Community Legal said prosecuting 
begging, which is only an offence in 
Victoria and not other states, was 
both “ineffective and fails to achieve 
any public interest objectives”.

But in response, Victoria Police As-
sistant Commissioner Timothy Han-
sen said organised or “professional 
begging”, which arose as a media sto-
ry in 2019, could not be sufficiently 
regulated if the offence was repealed.

“[Professional begging] really does 
cloud the discussions that might be 
had at a point in time about the de-
criminalisation of elements of the 
Summary Offences Act 1966,” he said.

“This is of significant concern for 
police. It requires significant hours 
and resources to investigate, and it 
does have a negative impact on the 
amenity of the CBD area and abso-

words by David Schout 
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lutely has our attention.”
In July 2019, Victoria Police arrest-

ed seven people as part of an alleged 
professional betting syndicate in the 
CBD.

At the time, police said members 
of the syndicate had been flown in on 
tourist visas and had posed as rough 
sleepers in busy city areas. 

Assistant Commissioner Hansen, 
who spoke at a September 9 hearing 
as part of the Inquiry into homeless-
ness in  Victoria, said the problem 
arose “quite regularly”, and was diffi-
cult to police.

He said Victoria Police was aware 
of the calls to decriminalise begging, 
but on balance it would make en-
forcement too difficult. 

“There has certainly been a paper 
that has previously been shared with 
us about the decriminalisation of 
begging or decriminalising passive 
begging,” he said.

“For us to try and differentiate 
between (professional and passive 
begging) would become really, really 
difficult, and I think you would end 
up with an unintended consequence, 
where we would probably be unable 
to enforce either element of that.”

Further, when asked if police 
would prefer the law remain, Assis-
tant Commissioner Hansen said that 
while officers were pushed towards 
“diversionary and caution outcomes”, 
it was a “a tool in our kit belt”.

“If done well and if done with the 
support of legislation, [it] starts to 
give us a real opportunity to divert 
people back into the health centre but 
with a carrot-and-stick approach.”

Continued on page 5.

Kristina (left) and Helena Kanter were just two of thousands of women who 
gathered in the CBD for the March 4 Justice on March 15, declaring “Enough 
is Enough” on sexual abuse of women. Full story on page 8. 

Women speak out 
Photo by Rhonda Dredge

Residents still “ignored” in planning matters

The president of a CBD residents’ group has said locals 
continued to be ignored when it came to life-affecting de-
velopments within the Hoddle Grid.

EastEnders president Stan Capp said while he under-
stood the need to stimulate the economy in a post-COVID 
environment, bypassing residents’ concerns was “gob-
smacking”.  

He said the latest example, a complete refurbishment of 
the 28-storey former Shell House at 1 Spring St, showed 
an “absolute ignorance to the rights of residents”.

“If you go through the proposal, there’s a discussion 
about people who might be impacted, and the conse-
quences of the development, with everybody but the resi-
dents,” he told CBD News. “And yet this is right at the back 
door of many people. There’s been a total lack of consul-

tation. There is just an ignorance of taking on board key 
stakeholders who are residents.”

Mr Capp said the works would have a “significant im-
pact” on residents at addresses 17, 31 and 35 Spring St and 
more broadly, was another example where no consulta-
tion had taken place, despite significant impact on quality 
of life. 

“I just think the ignoring of any rights that residents 
have is a very sad reflection on the City of Melbourne,” 
he said.

“I know exactly what the planning officers and the gov-
ernment will say, that ‘this is a part of living in Melbourne 
etc’. But when you lose all your [natural] light, and you 
have to put on all your lights inside every moment of the 
waking day, it’s a huge impact.”

Mr Capp has long condemned the lack of say CBD resi-
dents were afforded during the planning process for large-
scale development.

Continued on page 2.

words by David Schout 
PLANNING
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Sentia is an integrated childcare and 
kindergarten space located in the heart 
of Melbourne’s CBD. Our beautiful 
space has been lovingly designed and 
crafted to inspire children, build their 
confidence and support their first steps 
toward a lifelong love of learning.

From our spacious rooftop playground 
with spectacular views over the Yarra 
River to our gentle, compassionate 
staff, we are proud to foster a unique 
culture of care and learning.

As a single, privately owned service, 
it is our very own Sentia families who 
have the greatest influence on our 
culture and values. We form a strong 
partnership between our families and 
educators that assists us to create a 
flexible, values-based model.

We look forward to welcoming you and 
your family to our caring community.

Book a tour now at sentia.vic.edu.au

Sentia 
Early Learning

Find us on Facebook: @sentiaearlylearning 
Follow us on Instagram: @sentiaearlylearning 
Find us on Linkedin: Sentia Early Learning

Address: Level 5, 450 Flinders Street, Melbourne 3000
Phone: 03 9629 9860 
Email: director-riverside @sentia.vic.edu.au

CONTACT US FIND US

Continued from page 1.

He said while locals were realistic about living within a 
capital city zone and associated nearby works, both levels 
of government had to do better. 

“There’s a huge pressure on both the City of Melbourne 
and state government to stimulate construction. I get that. 
But it’s got to be sensible, it’s got to be sensitive, and some-
thing we can be proud of in 10 years’ time and say ‘that 
was a good outcome’,” he said. 

“It’s the people who really are the lifeblood of the city. If 
you talk to cafe owners, the people who kept them going 
during lockdown was really the residents … I just think 
it’s a very sad reflection when there isn’t really attention 
to the impact on residents in these sorts of decision pro-
cesses.”

As a pre-election pledge, Lord Mayor Sally Capp (no re-
lation) promised to create a new residents’ representative 
panel to give locals a more “direct” and “stronger” voice on 
council matters.

The group would comprise residents’ association lead-
ers across the municipality. 

Mr Capp said this was a “good thing”, but a widespread 
cultural change was needed. 

“I think there’s got to be built into the psyche a much 
more systematic way of recognising and consulting with 
residents on these significant developments. And that 
really hasn’t happened.

“Development is going to happen. We just want it to be 
good development.”

The refurbishment of the office tower at 1 Spring St is 
currently before Heritage Victoria •

Residents still “ignored” in planning matters

I just think the ignoring of any rights 
that residents have is a very sad 
reflection on the City of Melbourne.

❝

❝
 ▲ A render of the proposed refurbishment of 1 Spring St.
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Market reaches out to residents

Queen Victoria Market’s (QVM’s) CEO Stan 
Liacos and strategy development manager 
Heidi Wearne met virtually with CBD resident 
group East Enders on March 16 as part of the 
market’s increasing effort to engage with the 
local community post-COVID. 

In a detailed presentation to residents which 
canvassed a number of key issues currently 
affecting the market, including the City of 
Melbourne’s $268 million market renewal 
program, Mr Liacos used the opportunity to 
emphasise the economic impacts of COVID-19 
on traders. 

Having restored profitability to the market 
in 2019, Mr Liacos said that while QVM Pty 
Ltd had suffered a $10 million debt as a result 
of the pandemic, the market had made a “very 
conscious decision” to resort to borrowings and 
support traders with rent relief.

But with a mere 16 per cent of its regular 
customer base coming from residents living in 
the central city, he said the market needed to do 
more to attract locals after experiencing a 45 
per cent drop in overall visitation in 2020. 

“Most of our core customers are coming from 
beyond the inner ring and hence why the im-
pact on our business was so significant during 
the five-kilometre COVID restriction,” he said. 

“Ultimately, we do need to do more to attract 
more inner-city residents and attract a younger 
demographic over the long-term.”

East Enders president Dr Stan Capp asked 
Mr Liacos what the market was doing to induce 
more local customers to shop at the market, to 
which he replied, “I think we’ve got to make it 
easier for you to come in and out of the market 
precinct.”

“Better pedestrianisation, more comfort and 
safety and security, better public transport con-
nections are all things we need to do to capture 
more inner-city residents, as well as more pro-
motions. It’s an area of increased focus.”

words by Sean Car 
COMMUNITY

Mr Liacos also informed residents that the 
market would be releasing a new strategy in the 
near future based on market research conduct-
ed in 2019, which highlighted a general desire 
for more hospitality and produce options, as 
well as events and activities. 

With general merchandise trading having re-
cently been temporarily closed on Tuesdays due 
to a decline in market visitation, Ms Wearne 
said the research had indicated that future retail 
should focus more on artisan products, garden-
ing and rotating specialty items. 

Mr Liaco’s presentation also highlighted how 
the future precinct would evolve in coming 
years as the City of Melbourne continues its 
renewal of QVM, as the “former town planner” 
began with an aerial view of the market to em-
phasise the size of the precinct. 

With many residents having recently cam-
paigned to stop the council’s planned removal 
of the Queen St roundabout, Mr Liacos sup-
ported the move claiming that roundabouts 
were “unsafe” for pedestrians. 

He also said the market was looking forward 
to the opening of the new car park in the Munro 
development in July, which would pave the way 
for the transfer of the current car park to open 
space. 

In a Facebook post responding to the presen-
tation, lobby group Friends of Queen Victoria 
Market said Mr Liacos had painted a “rosy fu-
ture” and encouraged residents to walk through 
the market and have a look for themselves. 

“No-one bothered to ask what a town planner 
is doing running a complex retail precinct such 
as QVM? But why would they after a glowing 

introduction by his mate EastEnders president 
Stan Capp, who extolled his ‘beyond reproach’ 
credentials and told of their close working 
relationship in Geelong. The Zoom attendees 
were primed to believe all that fell from Liacos’s 
mouth.”

“Will the EastEnders accept this presentation 
at face value? No hard questions were asked.

We suggest all city residents step outside 
their comfort zone and walk throughout the 
upper market (between Victoria St and the car 
park) and have a look for yourself.”

GM traders in a “spin of depression”
Friends of Queen Victoria Market president 

Mary-Lou Howie has slammed QVM’s manage-
ment for causing “enormous unrest” among the 
market’s general merchandise (GM) traders.

Describing the upper market as a “ghost 
town”, she told CBD News that some traders 
were currently involved in a “fight for lives” 
over rent negotiations, temporary Tuesday 
closure “without due process” and the ongoing 
disruption of maintenance works to the mar-
ket’s heritage sheds. 

“The QVM management’s temporary 
Tuesday closure decision was based on anecdot-
al trader feedback rather than appropriate GM 
trader survey,” she said •

 ▲ Stan Liacos and Heidi Wearne meet with EastEnders on March 16.

 ▲ General merchandise traders have been the hardest hit. 
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Your local library offers free digital entertainment, book clubs, special events and more 

REDISCOVER YOUR LOCAL LIBRARY
IN YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD

Melburnians are avid consumers 
of free books, magazines, films, 
music and online learning  
through the City of Melbourne’s 
public libraries.

Digital library materials surged in 
popularity during last year’s lockdowns 
and our central city, Carlton, Docklands, 
East Melbourne, North Melbourne 
and Southbank branches have now 
reopened to the public.

If you need help choosing your next 
page-turner, simply ask a librarian, visit 

melbourne.vic.gov.au/libraries and click 
on ‘Read’, or listen to episodes of our 
Dear Reader and Desert Island Books 
podcasts on SoundCloud.

Many library activities are still running 
online, like conversation clubs and 
storytimes. Some in-person activities 
have resumed, like some daytime book 
clubs and Makerspaces, where you can 
learn to craft and code.

Discover all this and more at   
melbourne.vic.gov.au/libraries 

CONVERSATION CLUBS
Meet new people and practise 
your English language skills with 
our welcoming conversation clubs, 
which are currently running online. 

Visit melbourne.vic.gov.au/
libraries and click on ‘Learn’ to 
make a booking. We also offer 
digital study materials and classic 
films to help you get used to the  
Australian accent.

ADVERTISEMENT
Your City of Melbourne community update

EAT FRESH IN AUTUMN
Find healthy and affordable 
food in your neighbourhood by 
using the City of Melbourne’s 
Community Food Guide.

Data from our Health and Wellbeing 
Profile 2020 revealed that the 
number of residents experiencing 
food insecurity increased last year 
and 33 per cent of respondents were 
experiencing some type of food stress.

The Community Food Guide lists 
markets that sell affordable fresh 
produce, like Queen Victoria Market 
and Flemington Farmers’ Market, as 
well as agencies that provide meals 
for people in need.

One of the many agencies featured 
is RISE Food Bank at Level 1/247 
Flinders Lane in Melbourne, which 
provides free dry food, fresh fruits 
and vegetables for refugees and 
asylum seekers on Wednesdays and 
Thursdays from 9am to 5pm.

If you are not in need of food relief, but 
would like to help people who are, we 
encourage you to connect with your 
local food relief organisation to see 
what donations or support they need. 

For more information, visit 
melbourne.vic.gov.au/
communityfoodguide

Connect with us 
 /cityofmelbourne

 @cityofmelbourne

 @cityofmelbourne

IN-BRIEF
MELBOURNE 
INTERNATIONAL  
COMEDY FESTIVAL
Get set to grin, chuckle and 
guffaw through more than three 
weeks of COVID-safe laughs 
when this world-renowned 
festival returns on stage and 
online from 24 March to 18 April. 
comedyfestival.com.au

OPEN INNOVATION 
COMPETITION 
Got an idea to reactivate the 
city? Pitch it at this year’s Open 
Innovation Competition for a 
chance to share in $30,000. 
Winners will also have access 
to international opportunities, 
accelerator programs and more 
to help take their concept 
global. Learn more at  
participate.melbourne.vic. 
gov.au/open-innovation  

SOUTHBANK BOULEVARD
Look out for the new civic space 
in front of the ABC Centre – 
the heart of the Transforming 
Southbank Boulevard project. 
The space is now open for 
the community to enjoy and 
construction has commenced on 
a series of neighbourhood parks 
further down the boulevard. 
Visit melbourne.vic.gov.au/
cityprojects

CITY CLEANING BLITZ
A six-month cleaning blitz 
by the City of Melbourne to 
remove unwanted graffiti and 
litter is well underway, with 
additional cleaning crews and 
footpath sweepers deployed as 
people return to the city. Inner-
city areas are being cleaned 
multiple times a day to create  
a welcoming environment.

SHOP LOCAL  
Discover local shops and 
services to support in our city 
with the help of our Business 
Directory, an online resource 
that lists more than 1800 
businesses. There’s never been 
a more important time to 
support small businesses,  
so check out the guide at  
directory.melbourne.vic.gov.au 

COUNCIL MEETINGS 
Watch meetings live from 
wherever you are thanks to 
our live-streaming capability. 
Tune in live or catch up later. 
Find all the details about 
Council and committee 
meetings at melbourne.vic.
gov.au/aboutcouncil 

Our Community Food Guide can help you find fresh, affordable food

ENJOY SEASONAL 
PRODUCE
Just seven per cent of 
Melburnians consume the 
recommended two serves of fruit 
and three serves of vegetables 
each day, according to the 
City of Melbourne’s Health and 
Wellbeing Profile 2020. 

However, this was an increase 
on the previous year, and the 
proportion of local residents who 
produce or conserve their own 
food is also rising.

This autumn, enjoy the health 
benefits of eating a ‘rainbow’  
of seasonal produce like apples, 
beetroot and broccoli, and have 
a go at growing vegetables and 
herbs in your garden or pots.

Visit Queen Victoria Market to 
shop for fresh seasonal produce 
and groceries including fruit  
and vegetables, bread, eggs, 
meat, fish, deli goods, ready-to-
eat meals, tea, coffee and  
pantry staples. 

The market is open on Tuesday 
and Thursday to Sunday.  
Find out more at qvm.com.au

Information and events in this publication 
are current at the time of printing. 
Subsequent changes may occur.
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The parliamentary committee concluded 
it was “regrettable” that people experiencing 
homelessness were charged for begging, and 
said reform should be considered. 

“In the committee’s view, the government 
should consider whether to amend the 
Summary Offences Act 1966 to remove begging 
as an offence.”

In 2015, the Salvation Army released a report 
that small numbers of professional beggars 
were earning up to $400 a day within the CBD.

A survey for the report found the majority of 
135 people begging were in genuine need, while 
nine were not homeless and saw the activity as 
a way to make a living. 

Calls to decriminalise begging rejected by police

CBD remains homelessness centre
The Inquiry into Homelessness held 18 public 

hearings and received more than 450 formal 
submissions.

A 504-page report included a number of key 
findings, and tabled 51 recommendations. 

Chief among the findings were that the state 
government needed to pay “immediate and on-
going attention” to what had become an “urgent 
homelessness crisis”.

It also found that overwhelmingly, those 
experiencing homelessness still gravitated to-
wards the CBD.

In 2019, stats revealed that 3116 people in the 
CBD searched for housing services via online 
homelessness search tool Ask Izzy, which was 
almost 15 times more people than the number 
of those those searching in the second-highest 
postcode (212 in Dandenong).

“Research suggests that people sleeping 
rough and unable to resolve their homelessness 
gravitate to central Melbourne over time from 
suburban and non-metropolitan locations,” the 
City of Melbourne’s submission noted. 

Reason Party leader and inquiry chair Fiona 
Patten told CBD News that it was vital those 
within the CBD received support services “as 
early as we can”.

“Early intervention means identifying those 
at risk of homelessness and stepping in to pro-
vide support before they reach a crisis point,” 
she said. 

“Many gravitate towards the CBD and sur-
rounds when they first experience homeless-
ness so if we know that – we should concentrate 
services towards them.”

Rough sleepers a “key priority”
The City of Melbourne noted a rise in rough 

sleepers in recent years via census and biennial 
StreetCount data. 

The submission noted that reducing rough 
sleepers within the municipality remained a 
“key priority”.

Rough sleepers are those who live on the 
streets, sleep in parks, or squat in derelict build-
ings or other improvised shelters.

“Rough sleeping is the most visible expres-
sion of homelessness,” the submission read.

“The scale of rough sleeping in our city has 
been steadily increasing and is symptomatic of 
issues in the broader system.”

As part of its COVID-19 response, the state 
government provided $6 million of additional 

funding for temporary housing for those expe-
riencing homelessness.

Around 4500 Victorians without homes 
were placed in motels and hotels, and “nearly 
all rough sleepers in Melbourne’s CBD” were 
placed in accommodation.

This program, however, is due to expire in 
April. 

Key recommendations
Ms Patten said the homelessness issue was 

incredibly complex and the committee had 
done its best to summarise the key aspects of 
the issue. 

“As much as I would like to say that we did an 
inquiry and ‘fixed it’ – we didn’t. What we have 
done, however, is look behind the curtain of the 
myriad of services and complex issues that are 
behind homelessness, and assess some of the 
key issues at the core of what is a continuing 
problem.”

The committee called for an immediate and 
permanent increased rate of JobSeeker, as well 
as other relevant income support payments 
such as Youth Allowance.

“Insufficient Commonwealth income support 
is clearly one of the leading issues preventing 
individuals from sustaining long-term hous-
ing,” Ms Patten said. 

The committee also found that an increased 

provision of “affordable, stable, long-term hous-
ing” was vital going forward. 

In November, the state government an-
nounced a historic $5.3 billion  Big Housing 
Build which included 9300 new social housing 
homes, which will increase Victoria’s social 
housing stock by 10 per cent. 

However, the increase still does not ensure 
the state meets the national average of social 
housing as a percentage of total dwellings (4.5 
per cent). 

As a potential solution, the committee 
suggested mandatory inclusionary zoning, 
whereby all new major developments would be 
compelled to include a certain percentage of 
affordable housing.

“Homelessness is a solvable problem, we 
know what needs to be done, we just need the 
will to carry it out,” Ms Patten said •

David Schout
JOURNALIST

DAVID@HYPERLOCALNEWS.COM.AU

Many gravitate towards the 
CBD and surrounds when they 
first experience homelessness 
so if we know that – we should 
concentrate services towards 
them.

❝

❝
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NOLA.MELBOURNE

WHERE OLD MEETS NEW, ONLINE MEETS OFFLINE  
AND EAST MEETS WEST. 

A HIDDEN GEM IN THE NORTH OF THE CITY, NOLA 
IS A PLACE TO EXPLORE AND DISCOVER UNIQUE CAFES, 
RESTAURANTS AND SHOPS. NOLA IS A FEAST FOR THE  
SENSES WITH SURPRISES AROUND EVERY CORNER.

EAT, DRINK, SHOP, DO, NORTH OF LATROBE
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City-focused travel vouchers finally land

CBD hotel and hospitality owners are hopeful 
new state government incentives will help 
inject desperately-needed cash through their 
businesses. 

Some 40,000 vouchers worth $200 each 
were snapped up in just four minutes in March 
as part of the “Melbourne Travel Voucher 
Scheme”, a program the government hopes will 
provide a “shot in the arm” for the city after a 
difficult 12 months. 

After two rounds of regional travel incen-
tives, the latest vouchers were the first to focus 
on Greater Melbourne, and are expected to be 
heavily used within the CBD and surrounding 
areas.

Valid from March 19 to May 16, each vouch-
er’s value ($200) will be reimbursed to users 
provided they spend $400 or more on accom-
modation, attractions or experiences, and 
must spend a minimum of two nights in paid 
accommodation.

James Fry, owner of unique rooftop cara-
van operator Notel on Flinders Lane, said a 
Melbourne-specific program was much-needed 
and would help his business. 

“Our thoughts on the voucher scheme are 
pretty positive, especially as the regional incen-
tive worked so well,” Mr Fry said.

“Anything to bring a buzz back to the city 
would be welcomed by not only us but by every 
small business who had to navigate 2020. The 
scheme should really help us, especially mid-
week which I am sure all accommodation pro-
viders in the city can relate to.”

Mr Fry said his business — where visitors 
were housed in one of six refitted vintage US 
Airstream caravans atop a CBD rooftop — was 
starting to bounce back after a protracted lean 
period.

“Lately, things have been pretty good howev-
er the circuit breaker lockdown was a massive 
setback having to cancel a fully booked five 
days. There is only so much that a small busi-
ness can take and our hearts break for all the 
doors that won’t be reopening in 2021.”

The government reported that 52,000 claim-
ants in the first round of regional vouchers 
spent an estimated $85 million across the state.

words by David Schout 
BUSINESS

The past 12 months have 
been the toughest trading 
conditions in living memory 
for many businesses and that’s 
why it was so critical to deliver 
timely and valuable support.

❝

❝
Tourism Minister Martin Pakula said the 

government had hoped for similar success in 
the city. 

“These vouchers will deliver a significant 
boost to tourism operators and will mean even 
more people have the chance to experience the 
best of Melbourne,” Mr Pakula said. 

“Whether it’s a staycation or a visit from re-
gional Victoria, there’s never been a better time 
to lose yourself in marvellous Melbourne.”

FOMO launch
“Get to the city or get FOMO” is the City of 

Melbourne’s latest bid to rejuvenate CBD vis-
itors (the acronym means ‘fear of missing out’ 
for the uninitiated). 

In what the council has dubbed its “most sig-
nificant promotional campaign in a decade”, the 
five-month advertising blitz will look to attract 
people from across the state to Melbourne to 
start spending in the city.

It is fronted by Sri Lankan-Australian comic 
Dilruk Jayasinha, who throughout the adver-
tisements is seen racing around Melbourne 
trying to experience everything the re-opened 
city has to offer.

“This is the most significant promotional 
campaign we’ve delivered in a decade because 
it’s so important to draw people back to the 
city and get cash registers ringing again,” Lord 
Mayor Sally Capp said. 

“Melbourne is at its best when people come 
together to participate in the amazing expe-
riences on offer, whether it’s fine dining, an 
international film festival, a live music event or 
a fashion show.”

Council help saves two in five businesses
Meanwhile, the City of Melbourne’s business 

support initiatives during the pandemic have 
been roundly praised after 38 per cent of busi-
nesses said they would not still be operating 
without the support.

An independent survey into the support — 
which has included grants, a business concierge 
hotline and virtual support summit — reported 
that 89 per cent of business said it had had a 
direct positive impact.

A total of 675 local businesses were surveyed 
throughout January and February, and Cr 
Capp said the response endorsed the council’s 
support. 

“The past 12 months have been the toughest 
trading conditions in living memory for many 
businesses and that’s why it was so critical to 
deliver timely and valuable support to help 
keep Melburnians in jobs,” the Lord Mayor said.

“The feedback from traders is that these pro-
grams helped them keep operating and promot-
ed their business during the COVID pandemic.

“Many businesses indicated that the grants 
helped to keep their teams together or get the 
right equipment to keep customers safe.”

Cr Capp said the “loud and clear” message 
from traders was that only through the return 
of workers and visitors to the CBD could busi-
nesses survive and thrive.

Funding boost for inner city events 
The Victorian Government and the City of 

Melbourne also announced a $5 million invest-
ment in events, helping to draw people into the 
city while supporting jobs and businesses in 
March.

The Rising Festival, Winter Night Market, 
the World’s Longest Brunch, and Jurassic 
World  Brickman Exhibition were just some 
of the events to receive support from the joint 
$100 million Melbourne City Recovery Fund.

More than 100 events will receive funding 
support, helping to attract a combined audience 
of up to five million people – which will deliver 
a major boost to small businesses in the hospi-
tality, retail and tourism sectors.

Across the two grant rounds, 108 events 
have received funding support, with 83 new 
grants announced today worth $4.5 million. A 
further 25 grants worth almost $500,000 were 
announced in December 2020.

More than 1300 diners attended the World’s 

Longest Brunch from the Melbourne Food and 
Wine Festival during the weekend of March 
13 and 14, a three-course brunch in the Royal 
Exhibition Building, Carlton Gardens designed 
by Kate Reid of Lune Croissanterie and Nathan 
Toleman, Melbourne’s cafe king.

The applications were assessed by the City of 
Melbourne with advice from Creative Victoria 
and Visit Victoria.

Some of the events to receive funding include:
• Melbourne 5km Run 2021 – March 27 
• Run the Tan – April 24
• Melbourne Cocktail Festival – April 12 to 

18
• Jurassic World, Brickman Exhibition  – 

April 1 to July 18
• Cat Lovers Show – May 1 to 2
• Rising Festival – May 26 to June 6
• Oz Comic Con Melbourne – July 3 to 4 
• Winter Night Market, Queen Victoria 

Market – June 3 to August 25
• Melbourne Good Food Month 2021 – June 

1 to 30
• Lonsdale Street Day Party – November 20 

to 21
• Spring into Kensington – November 6

“Delivering events creates jobs at this critical 
time for our economy. Every event creates work 
for tradies, technicians, creatives, hospitality 
staff and many others so we will continue to 
invest in the sector,” the council’s city activation 
portfolio chair Cr Roshena Campbell said. 

“Having an exciting program of events also 
allows more Melburnians to rediscover the 
magic of our city.”

“There’s never been a more important time 
to invest in events to reactivate our city and get 
our streets pumping with life again.”

“Love Local” sticker campaign explored
The City of Melbourne is understood to be 

exploring the possibility of a “Love Local” 
sticker campaign with local businesses and res-
idents in the CBD in response to COVID-19, as 
seen in other municipalities. 

Under the campaign, participating businesses 
would place a sticker in their window to attract 
local residents with exclusive offers. 

Lord Mayor Sally Capp said the idea had been 
submitted to the council and it would consider 
how it could best deliver results for the city. 

“We welcome fresh ideas on how we can 
reactivate the city and bring the buzz back to 
Melbourne,” the Lord Mayor said.

 “There are almost 180,000 people who call 
the City of Melbourne home and our residents 
are an integral part of our municipality.”

 “We work closely with residents groups, 
precinct associations and local businesses and 
want them to collaborate as much as possible.”

 “A great example is the Kensington Business 
Association’s ‘Discover Kensington’ gift card 
program that rewards residents who shop close 
to home and encourages them to support local 
businesses.”

 “We are supporting all local precinct associa-
tions with an additional $100,000 in funding to 
support activations like this.” •
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Injecting 
room report 
imminent

A make-or-break report that will determine the 
suitability of a proposed safe injecting facil-
ity near Queen Victoria Market will be tabled 
“soon” according to the state government. 

After almost nine months of consultation 
with key stakeholders regarding the conten-
tious Victoria St site, former Victoria Police 
commissioner Ken Lay was still yet to report 
back whether, on balance, it was appropriate. 

A state government spokesperson confirmed 
with CBD News the report was imminent, but 
could not confirm a specific date by the time of 
publishing the April edition.

The report’s findings could play a significant 
role in whether the Andrews government pro-
ceeds with its preferred location of Cohealth on 
Victoria St.

The site is currently opposed by the City of 
Melbourne, many local residents and market 
traders.

The council’s concerns relate primarily to 
the impact on Drill Hall affordable housing 
residents next door, and on the market which 
it has said is the city’s “most significant tourist 
attraction”.

The council has said it “accepts the evidence 
that medically supervised injecting rooms save 
lives”, but “does not believe that the cohealth 
site opposite the Queen Vic Market is the ap-
propriate location”.

The report had been due for submission at 
the end of 2020, but the deadline was extended 
into the New Year when, according to Health 
Minister Martin Foley, “face-to-face engage-
ment is less restricted and key voices are more 
able to have their say”.

In June last year, the findings of an indepen-
dent report found Victoria’s one and only safe 
injecting facility in North Richmond had saved 
at least 21 lives in 18 months, and required help 
dealing with demand.

The City of Melbourne, which recorded 51 
overdose deaths between 2015 and 2019 — sec-
ond in the state only to the City of Yarra — was 
nominated in the report as the preferred munic-
ipality to house Victoria’s second medically-su-
pervised injecting room.

But the government went a step further and 
nominated cohealth at 53 Victoria St in a move 
that incensed the council which had not been 
briefed.

While the government has maintained for 
some time that it remained open to “suitable” al-
ternative sites, in December CBD News reported 
that no other site had been considered and that 
the Victoria St site remained the government’s 
preferred (and only) current option.

It is not known if the government has since 
found alternatives sites should the Mr Lay-led 
review find 53 Victoria St was not an appropri-
ate location •

words by David Schout 
HEALTH

Residents fed up with skateboarders

Irate CBD residents are considering packing 
up and moving elsewhere due to the perceived 
danger and noise created by unruly skateboard-
ers at Chinatown and Her Majesty’s Theatre.

Cohen St resident Forrister Jenot is con-
cerned about groups of skaters vandalising and 
using private property adjacent Her Majesty’s 
Theatre to film daring stunts where they jump 
out onto the road in front of motorists and 
pedestrians.

Mr Jenot told CBD News after multiple calls 
to police and attempts to get the skateboarders 
to go elsewhere, he was ready to end his lease.

“They’re a safety issue, they leap off a boule-
vard into incoming pedestrians [and] we’re just 
waiting for a pregnant mother, or an elderly 
member of the community to be pushed over 
and hurt,” he said.

“I spoke to my neighbours and there are 
four of us who are really well and truly jack 
of it; that’s four of us considering moving 
somewhere else.”

Recently, the City of Melbourne re-capped 
blue stone structures commonly used for 
skating in Chinatown Square in order to deter 
skaters. 

Mr Jenot claims skaters had previously 
ripped the caps off, and said Chinatown Square 
had been recast as a “youth crime area” which 
meant police were now quicker to respond to 
call outs to the area. 

But the City of Melbourne’s Skate Plan – 
launched in 2017 partly in response to the 
city’s growing reputation as a world-renowned 
skating hot spot – is seeking to increase the 
provision, designation and integration of 
skateable spaces across the city.

“Shared spaces provide for street style 
skaters and long boarders and are more socially 
inclusive than traditional skate facilities which 
typically use fencing and are specifically 
designed exclusively for skating,” the plan 
states. 

To reduce conflict in these shared spaces, 

the council said location criteria would be used 
to educate skaters and non-skaters on suitable 
spaces for skating, with strategic design 
helping to manage safety.

Signage that designates when skating is 
allowed in a multi-use space and planned 
programs that encourage responsible skating 
are other strategies listed in the plan.

But Mr Jenot is fed up with skaters creating 
noise, grafting, urinating and consuming 
alcohol illicit drugs around his apartment.

In the past, Mr Jenot said he had been 
verbally abused and shoved by skaters after 
confronting them.

“They say: ‘you’re just an idiot, if you don’t 
like it, why don’t you just move?’ They then 
explain to you urban skating is huge; ‘we get 
sponsorships from big companies like Adidas 
and they want us to be getting footage of us 
jumping of buildings and people homes’”, Mr 
Jenot said.

“They literally trespass on property. I say to 
the skaters ‘do you want the Skate Melbourne 
Plan?’ And they say ‘we don’t want to be 

words by Spencer Fowler Steen 
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confined to a skate park, we want to do what 
we want, where we want, and whenever we 
want and not be bothered by police, residents 
or council’”. 

A spokesperson for the City of Melbourne 
said the council had to balance the needs of all 
people sharing in public space.

“We installed stronger skate deterrent fins 
around Her Majesty’s Theatre at the beginning 
of March to deter skaters from using this area,” 
the spokesperson said. 

 “The new fins have been drilled into 
the stone to ensure they can’t be forcefully 
removed. The gaps between blocks have also 
been cleaned out to act as a further deterrent 
to skaters.”

 “Council authorised officers patrol the city 
proactively and in response to complaints, 
however we are unable to be in all areas of the 
municipality at all times.”

 “We encourage residents to contact police 
to report any anti-social behaviour in their 
area.” •

“They say ‘we don’t 
want to be confined to 
a skate park, we want 
to do what we want, 
where we want, and 

whenever we want and 
not be bothered by police, 

residents or council’.”

↥ ▲ Skaters gather at Chinatown Square.

 ▲ Damaged street infrastructure.  ▲ Skaters line up at Chinatown Square. 

Your local gift store

When you shop at Clementine’s,  
you will be supporting over 80  
small businesses across Victoria

Clementine’s, for your locally made gifts,  
homewares, accessories and fine food.

7 Degraves St, Melbourne     |     9639 2681     |     www.clementines.com.au
Made & Crafted in Victoria
CLEMENTINE’S

Made & Crafted in Victoria
CLEMENTINE’SCLEMENTINE’S
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Women speak out about sexual abuse

The CBD had its own version of the March 4 
Justice on March 15 as thousands of women 
spread throughout the Treasury Gardens then 
launched smaller protests at significant sites 
around the city.

A group of young women, led by 
Whistleblower Activists and Community 
Alliance, protested outside the headquarters of 
the Liberal Party in Collins St.

Tears fell as they stood one by one on a seat to 
tell their stories of sexual abuse. 

One girl said she was raped by her boyfriend 
at 15 and reported him to the police but a wit-
ness refused to testify. Another was assaulted at 
a bar and froze but this was counted as consent.

The crowd chanted “we believe you” after 
each of the testimonies.

Organisers encouraged the women to speak 
out even though they were visibly distressed by 
the experience.

“We’re going to stay until every person who 
wants to speak has spoken,” activist Marian 
Costello told the impromptu demonstration as 
she held out the microphone to the crowd.

She compared the protests to those of 120 
years ago when “suffragettes took Collins St and 
smashed every window along the way.” 

These stirring words reflect the anger of 
women across the country following the claims 
by Brittany Higgins that she was raped in 
Parliament House in 2019.

One group marched down Collins St with 
placards calling for the sacking of the Federal 
Attorney General Christian Porter.  

Two lawyers from a CBD law firm attended 

the rally in Treasury Gardens and said it was the 
first time they had ever been to a protest.

“This is the first time because it personally 
affects me,” Bridget Slokum said. “We’ve been 
sexually harassed. Absolutely.”

She said that the law was a male dominated 
industry. “There are a lot of alpha males. Every 
one of us knows someone it’s happened to.”

She said that responses were not adequate 
when complaints were made and that young 
women in particular found it hard to stand up 
to bosses.

“I’m old enough and ugly enough but when 
you’re 24 and a graduate lawyer you don’t know 
you can say ‘no’ or complain.”

Women in the workforce don’t want to 
speak out for fear that it will affect their work 
prospects, she said, but the rally gave women a 
much-needed opportunity to give voice to their 
concerns.

Some older women couldn’t believe women 
were still campaigning for the same issues as 
they did in the ‘70s.

“I’m 51 and I’m so angry this is still an issue,” 
Beck Yule said, as she stopped to let a bystand-
er photograph her placard. “I thought this 
issue was sorted out a decade ago. Our Prime 
Minister doesn’t see a problem.”

The Karter sisters, jewellers from Prahran, 
dressed alike for the occasion with black bows 
and “Enough” printed across their t-shirts.

They sat in front of the corporate offices at 
101 Collins St and spoke about their own expe-
riences of abuse. 

“I used to work for David Jones in Sydney,” 
Helena said. “I almost lost my job after I report-
ed someone.”

She said that the Federal Government had 
shown contempt for woman during the allega-
tions of the last four weeks. 

“These women’s issues have hit a note,” she 
said •
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I thought this issue was 
sorted out a decade ago. Our 
Prime Minister doesn’t see a 
problem.

❝

❝

 ▲ CBD lawyers Faz Zamani (left) and Bridget Slokum in Treasury Gardens,  ▲ Protestors call for the sacking of Attorney General Christian Porter.

 ▲ Beck Yule has her say in Lonsdale St.  ▲ A young woman speaks outside Liberal Party HQ.

The CBD Community Hub is a free online space to connect with fellow  
CBD locals, stay in the know, post requests for help, share skills and local  
knowledge, ask for recommendations, discover local services, classes,  
retailers, events and more!

This Facebook group is owned by CBD News. 

If you’re a local resident or business you can join up here:

www.facebook.com/groups/melbournecbdcommunityhub/

Connect
with your local community

Community Hub
CBD
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Big cash grant for 
low-waste solutions

The City of Melbourne is offering local busi-
nesses the chance to share in a grants pool of 
$175,000 in a bid to encourage better waste 
management.

The Circular Economy Innovation Grant is 
available to small businesses, start-ups and so-
cial enterprise with 20 or fewer workers based 
in the City of Melbourne, as well as small- to 
medium-size food businesses with 199 or fewer 
workers.

The maximum value for individual grants be-
tween $2500 and $5000, with the possibility of 
businesses applying for up to $7500 depending 
on eligibility criteria.

Lord Mayor Sally Capp said the council 
wanted to encourage ideas and innovation from 
local businesses to help them deliver smarter 
waste services across the city.

“Waste and recycling services are core coun-
cil responsibilities and we want to support local 
business and organisations to find new and 
improved ways of reducing waste and partici-
pating in the circular economy,” the Lord Mayor 
said.

The council defines a circular economy on 
their website as “a system aimed at minimising 
waste and making the most of resources”, with 
the aim to getting businesses to a goal of zero 
waste.

The $175,000 fund was developed as part of 
council’s Waste and Resource Recovery Strategy 
2030.

There are three streams of funding available 
for grants:

• Stream 1: Mentorship and expertise (up to 
$2500)

• Stream 2: Researching an idea ($5000)
• Stream 3: Implementing an idea ($5000)
Each stream has different aims and eligibility 

criteria, with Stream 1 focusing on skills devel-
opment and Stream 2 offering funding for ideas 
development and research.

Stream 3, which is only available to food busi-
nesses, focuses on helping them reduce organic 
waste, or divert it from landfill.

Businesses can apply for up to two funding 
streams and a total of $7500, depending on 
their eligibility.

The council’s environment portfolio chair Cr 
Rohan Leppert said council wanted to support 
businesses to transition to a circular economy.

“The grants are our way of helping business-
es overcome the challenges in managing their 
waste. We appreciate it’s not easy and can be 
expensive,” he said.

All projects must be completed by March 31 
2022, and acquittals returned by May 31 2022.

The Lord Mayor encouraged businesses to 
apply.

“Whether you run a café or an accounting 
firm, you may be eligible for these grants, so 
please apply if you have an idea about how your 
business could become more sustainable by 
reducing waste,” Cr Capp said.

Applications close on Tuesday, April 6 •
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“Completely unnecessary”: MPavilion event 
next to residents causes headaches 

Residents living next to the carpark at 36 Little 
Collins St are concerned about the lack of 
consideration afforded to them by the City of 
Melbourne and MPavillion organisers who held 
a music event there in March.

President of Residents 3000 Rafael Camillo, 
who lives near the site, said the bass from the 
DJs and the noise from a large crowd of people 
drinking alcohol next to his apartment from 
12pm onwards on March 21 caused a lot of 
“distress” to many residents living in the area. 

“Just to note that the situation of MPavilion 
and DJs in the car park on 36 little Collins St 
is a disgrace,” Mr Camillo wrote in an email to 
the council’s director of on-street support and 
compliance Dean Robertson.

“It was completely unnecessary to have DJs 
and alcohol in the car park – noise penetrates 
into our building causing a lot of distress.”

While Mr Camillo said he was not against 
the concept of MPavilion, which aims to put on 
free cultural events for the community, he ex-
pressed concerns over the lack of consultation 
and consideration for nearby residents.

“I already left my house twice to not deal 
with the bass that is coming from the venue,” 
he said.

“I also called council and the organiser and 
nothing has been done about the noise too.”

CBD News asked the council whether alterna-
tive venues that are not as close to residential 
living spaces were considered, and whether 
there will be similar music events at the car-
park in the future, but the council declined to 
comment. MPavilion was also contacted for 
comment.

In a year where economic recovery from the 
COVID-19 pandemic is paramount, MPavilion 

is a key organisation which will attract people 
back into the CBD, helping support artists 
and designers who have been particularly 
disadvantaged.

But with a need to attract more residents to 
live in the city considered central to the city’s 
economic recovery from COVID-19, how the 
council balances this and future events with 
consideration and consultation with local res-
idents remains to be seen.

MPavilion is an ongoing initiative of the 
Naomi Milgrom Foundation and is support-
ed by City of Melbourne, state government 
through Creative Victoria, Development 
Victoria and RACV •
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 ▲ The home of “Parkade” - an event hosted by MPavilion in the multi-level car park at 36 Little Collins St. 

It was completely unnecessary 
to have DJs and alcohol in the 
car park.

❝

❝
Comedy Festival is back

Locals can look forward to a barrel of laughs 
with the return of the Melbourne International 
Comedy Festival in 2021. 

Minister for the Creative Industries Danny 
Pearson (pictured) launched the festival on 
March 22, which will run a program of more 
than 350 in-person and online events until 
April 18. 

Globally recognised as one of the biggest 
comedy festivals in the world, Melbourne 
International Comedy Festival has brought 
together a program set to reconnect audiences 
with their favourite acts. 

“Melbourne International Comedy Festival is 
one of the biggest, brightest and most beloved 
events of Victoria’s calendar, and I couldn’t be 
happier to welcome it back,” Minister Danny 
Pearson said.

“This year more than ever we are proud to 

support the festival, backing it all the way with 
extra funding to make it happen, make it safe 
and make it one to remember.”

Local talent is the focus this year with an 
impressive bill of much-loved Australian come-
dians, including Fiona O’Loughlin, Geraldine 
Hickey, Lano & Woodley, Zoe Coombs Marr, 
Aaron Chen and Wil Anderson. International-
turned-locals Ross Noble and Arj Barker are 
also on the roster. 

Festival shows will take place in venues 
throughout the CBD and beyond through a 

dedicated touring component, with a bigger 
than ever digital program staring international 
guests to complement physical activities. 

The festival has worked closely with the state 
government to develop a COVIDSafe Event 
Plan to keep festival performers, workers and 
audiences safe. 

During the past year, the state government 
has provided additional funding to help the fes-
tival to respond to the impacts of the pandemic, 
continue to provide opportunities for artists 
and plan a COVIDSafe program. 

Most recently, the festival is one of 16 arts 
organisations to share in more than $4 million 
to stage live COVIDSafe events and perfor-
mances •

EVENTS

For more information: 
comedyfestival.com.au/2021
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Council has its say over state-wide infrastructure

The City of Melbourne has had its first say 
on the Victorian Government’s draft 30-year 
Infrastructure Strategy, after the Future 
Melbourne Committee (FMC) endorsed the 
council’s submission at a meeting earlier this 
month.

The submission, which looks at the state-
wide strategy through a City of Melbourne 
policy lens, offers several amendments and rec-
ommendations on the likes of climate change 
mitigation, water management, transport 
development and future housing affordability.

It also highlights key opportunities for 
fast-tracking existing projects to help miti-
gate the economic impact of COVID-19, and 
advocates for sustained funding of the devel-
opment of the CBD as a significant state- and 
nation-wide economic driver.

Deputy Lord Mayor Nicholas Reece de-
scribed the central city as “the engine of the 
Victorian economy”.

“The development of the central city is abso-
lutely crucial to the health of the entire state, 
and indeed, the nation, in terms of research, ed-
ucation, high productivity, jobs, innovation and 
Australia’s most important business cluster,” he 
said.

In the submission, one of the key oppor-
tunities identified for immediate action was 
investment in “foundational and catalytic infra-
structure” for the urban renewal areas of Arden, 
Macaulay and Fishermans Bend.

The council said that new infrastructure in 
those areas needed to address issues including 
flood mitigation, integrated water manage-
ment, open space acquisition and key transport 
connections.

Transport plans would include a tram exten-
sion to Fishermans Bend, which would decrease 
the need for car parking in future development 
of the area.

“Early delivery of this infrastructure will af-
fect the development outcomes in these areas – 
a new school encourages the market to consider 
family housing,” the submission stated. 

Cr Reece said the submission strongly sup-
ported investment and infrastructure to ensure 
development in urban renewal projects could 
continue.

“Fishermans Bend, Arden and Macaulay 
[are] all areas that we must see reach their full 
potential in the years ahead, particularly as 
Melbourne resumes its population growth tra-
jectory,” he said.

The council has also included urban renewal 
as one of its proposed amendments to recom-
mendation 36 in the strategy, which seeks to 
deliver very low-income housing with inclu-
sionary zoning.

The council’s amendment stated that “higher 
affordable housing requirements be introduced 
in urban renewal areas”, recognising that the 
value of land could increase due to improved 
government infrastructure, which could, in 
turn, make housing unaffordable.

“A portion of the increase in land value may 
be captured by the government to provide pub-
lic benefit. Affordable housing is an example of 
a public benefit,” the submission stated.

Housing is just one of several issues covered 
in the draft 30-Year Infrastructure Strategy.

The draft strategy includes 95 recommenda-
tions across four key areas of consideration for 
future infrastructure:

• Confront long-term challenges (including 
the changing climate and embracing 
technological opportunities);

• Manage urban change (including 
integrating land use and infrastructure 
planning, and steering changes in travel 
behaviour);

• Harness infrastructure for productivity 
and growth (including shaping the 
transport network for better access); and

• Develop regional Victoria.

The City of Melbourne submission has ad-
dressed 70 of the 95 recommendations in the 
draft strategy, stating that there were “strong 
synergies” between the draft infrastructure 
strategy and the council’s existing strategies.

Transport pricing forms a number of the rec-
ommendations in the draft strategy, including 
a trial of demand-responsive parking pricing, 
congestion pricing as well as an increase and ex-
tension of the Melbourne Congestion Levy on 
parking, in a bid to encourage public transport 
use and reduce traffic congestion.

But also in its submission, the council rec-
ommended that any increase in levy amounts 
should not happen until car numbers in the area 
reached pre-COVID levels, with the current 
temporary discount providing COVID relief.

The Free Tram Zone is also under threat in 
the draft strategy, but the council’s submission 
recommended that a cost-benefit analysis 
should be done before any changes to the Free 
Tram Zone were considered.

An emphasis on walking as a key mode of 
transport in the central city is also highlighted 
in the submission, with a recommendation to 
elevate future plans for walking as a separate 
mode of transport to cycling.

The transition to a greener future for the 

state is also reflected in other parts of the draft 
strategy.

Climate change mitigation measures include 
ensuring water security by considering a broad-
er range of water supply sources and fast-track-
ing water cycle management, allowing better 
use of both stormwater and recycled water.

The council has pushed for these recommen-
dations further by suggesting a more holistic 
approach, including the consideration of com-
bined alternative water sources for non-potable 
uses, which would decrease the demand for 
drinking water.

Suggestions for investment in “green” and 
“blue infrastructure”, and the protection and 
incorporation of green infrastructure in trans-
port corridors to support climate change adap-
tion is also included in the City of Melbourne’s 
submission.

Speaking at the FMC meeting, Cr Rohan 
Leppert said that the opportunity council had 
been given to offer its input on the strategy was 
rare.

He said he hoped the council’s recommenda-
tions would translate into political will at the 
state level to implement some of the ideas in the 
30-year strategy.

“Whether it’s on transport pricing, or hous-
ing, or renewable energy networks, there is a lot 
in there that we should be amplifying,” he said.

The City of Melbourne’s submission will 
form part of the feedback on the draft strategy 
during the current consultative phase.

The final strategy is due to be published in 
mid-2021 •
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Reimagining Capitol Arcade

One of the CBD’s quietest and classiest little pieces of 
urban infrastructure is up for reimagining with at least 
six shops now available for lease.

The Capitol Arcade was stylishly renovated two years 
ago and the scaffolding over Howey Place has finally been 
removed. Couple that with a downward push on rental 
returns and an opportunity for a creative rethink beckons.

Fitzroy’s agent James Lockwood has listed four of the 
properties and he said the smallest could be available for 
as low as $35,000 per annum.

“One came up last week,” he told CBD News on March 
19, and another business is looking to get out so there are 
a range of options available.

There is a catch, though. Landlords are not yet accept-
ing that shops worth $55,000 in annual rental pre-COVID 
have dropped by a third in value. 

Many CBD businesses are renegotiating leases with 
landlords while others have closed down all together. 

Renovations on the Hotel Causeway on Howey Place 
have been adding to the uncertainty with noisy construc-
tion dominating the area over the past year.

“We now have a deadline. The hotel is due to open in 
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June,” Mr Lockwood said.
Shop 15 is on the corner of Presgrave Place, possibly the 

grooviest, most domestic of the CBD’s lanes with clothes 
hanging out across the street.

Two students from Fitzroy were out taking photo-
graphs. The place is very photogenic but without the foot 
traffic businesses are left wondering about viability. 

“The city is too expensive and neat,” said one of the 
students. “This is the first time we’ve come in.”

Some shops in the arcade were bringing in rentals as 
high as $110,000 before COVID, according to agents.

One shopkeeper told CBD News that he should be 
paying $350 a week based on the number of customers 
instead of $1500. “I’m negotiating,” he said.

The arcade was redesigned two years ago by Six 
Degrees, not in a flashy way but to reveal some of its 
hidden details. The ceiling was removed and the concrete 
beams are attractive with small dangling lights and mir-
rored sections that create a degree of mystique.

The café at the end of the arcade, The Alley Edition, is 
reflected in the ceiling, with a strong eye on design.

Shop 17 is on the corner of the arcade, opposite the café, 
and Shop 12, the smallest on offer, has attractive metal 
window frames and herringbone floor tiles.

The former gallery space beneath Shop 17 is also up for 
sale •

Empty shopfronts house local art

New artwork is being displayed on 
empty shopfronts in the CBD under 
a City of Melbourne initiative to 
display works by local artists on tem-
porarily vacant spaces.

Oslo Davis’s piece Swimming 
Through the City (pictured below) can 
now be seen at 231 Bourke St, as well 
as various other locations in the CBD. 

In January 2021, the City of 
Melbourne learned that 13 per cent 
of street-facing shopfronts in the mu-
nicipality were vacant, with a further 
13 per cent closed due to COVID-19.

Vinyl artworks by Victorian artists 
currently feature on 23 vacant shop-
fronts with an additional 22 to be 
installed over the next two months.

Lord Mayor Sally Capp believes 
the empty storefronts to be a “visible 
reminder” of the disproportionate 
impact of COVID-19 on the economy 
of Melbourne. 

“We are investing in these creative 
programs as a short-term measure to 
ensure our streets remain appealing 
and continue to encourage people in 

our inner-city areas,” the Lord Mayor 
said.

It is hoped the initiative will 
encourage businesses to re-invest 
and revive the City of Melbourne’s 
economy. Artworks are being in-
stalled across a variety of locations 
including Bourke St, Elizabeth St and 
Niagara Lane in the CBD.

The City of Melbourne is also 
working with precinct associations, 
businesses and commercial real estate 
industries to create opportunities for 
start-ups, local creative and not-for-
profits to make use of the temporarily 
vacant spaces.

Cr Roshena Campbell said the 
council was doing everything it could 
to support those businesses strug-
gling due to the global pandemic.

“We want to convert our vacant 
shopfronts into open air art galleries. 
We want visitors to be greeted with a 
visual feast instead of empty shops,” 
Cr Campbell said.

The investment is part of the 
joined $100 million Melbourne 
City Recovery Fund launched in 
partnership with the Victorian 
Government •

words by Micaela Togher 
ARTS & CULTURE
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Horse dies in carriage incident 

A horse pulling a carriage in North Melbourne 
has died in unknown circumstances while trav-
elling on a usual route from the stable on Stubbs 
St in Kensington. 

The RSPCA was alerted after a local resident, 
Courtney, posted a photo of the horse covered 
with a blanket on Arden St at 11.20am on March 
21. 

“We saw a horse laying on the ground with 
a blanket over its body and head, with a truck 
pulled up at the intersection, waiting to put it 
in,” Courtney told CBD News.

“The horse had passed away and the partner 
horse was still attached to it, along with a sec-
ond cart with two horses attached to it.”

Courtney, who did not want her last name 
published due to fear of intimidation from the 
carriage workers, said she was “shaken up” by 
the incident. 

“It was so sad because all of the other horses 
were there and saw what was happening and 
nothing was being done for them, they were 
just left standing in the rain,” she said. 

“It was awful and unnecessary.” 
Campaign director of Melbourne Against 

Horse-drawn Carriages Kristin Leigh said the 
industry had come straight back to life after 
lockdown despite street trading being unlawful. 

“The City of Melbourne removed their street 
trading permits in July 2017, but they have 
no jurisdiction to ban them from the roads as 
they’re considered a vehicle under the Road 
Safety Act 1986,” Ms Leigh said. 

“It’s absolutely ridiculous as they’re clearly 
living beings and not vehicles.”

Ms Leigh said the carriages had been operat-
ing illegally for years as they dodge the street 
trading permit through online bookings. 

“They’re allowed to accept pre-bookings so 

whenever council goes to bust them, they’ll say 
it’s a pre-booking,” Ms Leigh said. 

Although authority rests with state govern-
ment to ban the practice, Ms Leigh said the 
council needed to stop “wiping their hands of 
the responsibility” and do more to lobby the 
government. 

“The City of Melbourne and Sally Capp could 
put more pressure on the state government to 
get them banned, even if it’s just from the coun-
cil zones,” Ms Leigh said. 

“We’ve documented the carriages endanger-
ing city commuters with cyclists being forced 
onto the road because they park in the bike 
lanes, just last week a cyclist was almost wiped 
out by a bus because of it.”

“For tourists and locals to see a dead horse 
lying on the road is also awful, so this industry 
is negative for everyone including the horses.” 

Ms Leigh also claimed that one of the men in 
the photo was a Unique Carriage Hire employee 
who was condemned by the media in early 2020 
for allegedly kicking a horse named Tuesday in 

the head after she slipped and fell. 
“The company made very clear statements to 

the media that he would be let go but he’s still 
working there and they’re trying to cover it up,” 
Ms Leigh said. 

PETA spokesperson Emily Rice said that 
placing large animals who scare easily into 
congested city traffic is an invitation for injury 
and death. 

“This tragic incident is yet another testament 
to the cruelty inherent in the horse-drawn car-
riage industry, which has been banned in cities 
around the world,” Ms Rice said. 

“Horse-drawn carriages are cruel and danger-
ous – not only for the horses who are forced to 
work long hours in extreme weather conditions 
while walking on hard pavement and inhaling 
exhaust fumes all day but also for motorists and 
pedestrians.”

“The state government needs to bring 
Melbourne in line with progressive cities like 
Amsterdam, Chicago, Montréal, and Rome 
and end the use of horses as vehicles for 

entertainment.”  
Another PETA spokesperson Aleesha 

Naxakis said that it was seeking action about 
the incident and had contacted Victoria Police 
and the City of Melbourne.

“People are starting to wake up to the cru-
elty involved and aren’t seeking them out and 
paying for them, but the frequency hasn’t been 
reduced,” Ms Naxakis said. 

“The Lord Mayor Sally Capp has been quite 
verbal about wanting a ban and she’s asked the 
state government who have the power, so we 
want to use incidents like this to urge the gov-
ernment to take action.” 

A City of Melbourne spokesperson said the 
council was aware the RSPCA was looking into 
the incident.

“In 2017, the City of Melbourne determined 
to no longer issue on-street trading permits for 
horse-drawn vehicles,” the spokesperson said. 

“Horse-drawn vehicles sit under the leg-
islative responsibility of the Department of 
Transport and Victoria Police.”

North Melbourne police said its officers at-
tended the scene to assist with traffic direction, 
but did not have any further information about 
the horse’s death. 

Unique Carriage Hire said the horse did not 
belong to them and they were unaware of the 
situation surrounding the horse’s death, howev-
er one of their drivers was on site to assist. 

The company did not respond to further 
questions about street trading or the continued 
employment of the worker alleged to have 
abused horses •

Katie Johnson
JOURNALIST

KATIE@HYPERLOCALNEWS.
COM.AU
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Is Melbourne’s only world heritage site under threat? 

The Royal Exhibition Building and 
the surrounding Carlton Gardens is 
the only UNESCO World Heritage-
listed site in Melbourne. Some 
heritage advocates are worried that 
development in the area may pose a 
threat to the listing.

The Royal Historical Society of 
Victoria (RHSV) asked the director 
of UNESCO’s World Heritage Centre 
Dr Mechtild Rössler to intervene for 
greater controls around the site on 
March 1.

The action was prompted by two 
proposed developments on the east-
ern side of the gardens – a five-storey 
building at 1-9 Gertrude St and an 
11-storey building at 27-41 Victoria 
Parade.

But the concern goes back to pro-
tections placed on the site after it was 
granted the UNESCO listing in 2004.

“In short, the protection promised 
when UNESCO agreed to this nom-
ination has been severely compro-
mised, resulting in significant ongo-
ing threats to the site’s world heritage 
values,” the letter to Dr Rössler read.

When the Royal Exhibition 
Building and Carlton Gardens were 
proposed for a World Heritage list-
ing, it was the federal government 
that negotiated with UNESCO and 
proposed a buffer zone of increased 
protection around the gardens.

In correspondence with UNESCO 
over the proposal of the World 
Heritage listing at the time, the 
Australian Government wrote that 
“all planning policies in these [i.e. the 
surrounding] areas discourage the 
demolition of Victorian-era build-
ings and require any development 
to enhance heritage values. These 

provisions would also apply to any 
redevelopment of existing modern 
buildings around the site, includ-
ing the northern Central Business 
District area”.

But the controls were then imple-
mented by the state government and 
the make-up of the “buffer zone” was 
split into two different areas. 

One of them, referred to as the 
“area of greater sensitivity”, is sub-
ject to the type of protection that 
was promised in negotiations with 
UNESCO, while the other is more 
relaxed. 

Dr Charles Sowerwine, chair of the 
RHSV’s heritage committee, said this 
had a material impact on the kinds of 
developments that could be approved 
around the site.

“Most of that area of the CBD near 
the gardens was still not that devel-
oped when the site was listed in 2004 
and had a fairly low-rise profile,” he 
said.

“Since then, a number of buildings 
have gone up because the buffer zone 
was reduced.”

Dr Sowerwine said inside the 
“area of greater sensitivity” proposed 
developments needed to be referred 
to Heritage Victoria and planners 
would need to consider any impact 
of proposed developments on the 
world heritage values. The rest of the 
“buffer zone”, now referred to as the 
World Heritage Environs Area, he 
said, had essentially the same plan-
ning regime as surrounding areas.

There area number of high-rise 
buildings that have since been built 
on the city side of the gardens that 
the RHSV conceive of as “incursions” 
on the World Heritage site.

They have also been identified 
in a report prepared by Hansen 
Partnership Pty Ltd in partner-
ship with HLCD Pty Ltd for the 

words by Meg Hill 
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Department of Environment, 
Land, Water & Planning as part of a 
Victorian Government review of the 
World Heritage Management Plan.

Now, the RHSV is concerned about 
developments on the other side of the 
site.

The proposed development on 
Gertrude St is inside the “area of 
greater sensitivity”, while the Victoria 
Parade one is not. That is despite the 
latter being closer to the gardens.

Although the 11-storey proposed 
building would replace an existing 
11-storey building, the height would 
actually increase by 15 metres. 

Dr Sowerwine said the justifica-
tion for concern was underlined by 
the approaching reopening of the 
Royal Exhibition Building dome to 
the public. It has recently undergone 
a $20 million restoration.

“From the dome, if you look out 
now, everywhere except for in the di-
rection of the CBD you pretty much 
see what people saw at the time the 
building was built in 1879 – low-rise, 
mainly Victorian era buildings,” he 
said.

“That is part of the reason the 
building won the listing. It’s the only 
international exhibition building on 

its original site, with the grounds 
remaining pretty much as they were.”

Only two UNESCO World 
Heritage sites have had their listings 
repealed – the Dresden Elbe Valley 
in Germany was delisted in 2009 and 
the Arabian Oryx Sanctuary in Oman 
in 2007.

The Oryx Sacntuary was delisted 
due to reduction of the size of the 
sanctuary and a lack of protective 
measures, while the development of a 
four-lane bridge through the Dresden 
Elbe Valley prompted its removal.

Dr Sowerwine’s concern is that 
slowly the integrity of Melbourne’s 
listing is being undermined.

“Theoretically it’s a possibility but 
we aren’t there yet. We’re at a point 
where the values of the site are being 
impacted by development on the city 
side and now the other side,” he said.

The World Heritage Management 
Plan for the Royal Exhibition 
Building and Carlton Gardens is 
currently being reviewed by steer-
ing committee including Heritage 
Victoria, the City of Melbourne, 
Museums Victoria, the National 
Trust of Australia (Victoria) and the 
City of Yarra.

CBD News understands the review 

is expected to result in changes to 
planning controls in the “buffer 
zone”.

A Victorian Government spokes-
person said the review would ensure 
the precinct has the right controls.

“The Royal Exhibition Building 
and Carlton Gardens are cultur-
ally and historically significant to 
Victoria,” the spokesperson said.

 “In line with their world heritage 
listing the Exhibition Buildings and 
the Carlton Gardens require plan-
ning protection. Which is why we 
are reviewing the World Heritage 
Management Plan.”

“The review will ensure the 
precinct has the right planning pro-
tections and continues maintain its 
World Heritage status and be a site 
for local and international tourists.”

A spokesperson from the federal 
department of agriculture, water 
and the environment said the World 
Heritage site was protected under 
Australia’s environmental law, 
the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999.

“The Department is aware of the 
developments at 1-9 Gertrude St 
and Nicholson St in Fitzroy, near 
the Royal Exhibition Buildings and 
Carlton Gardens,” the spokesperson 
said.

“The proponents for both develop-
ments have been made aware of their 
obligations under the EPBC Act.”

“Under the EPBC Act, it remains 
the responsibility of a person pro-
posing to take an action that is likely 
to have a significant impact on a 
matter of national environmental 
significance, to refer their proposal 
to the department for assessment and 
approval. Substantial penalties may 
apply to a person who takes such an 
action without approval.” •

 ▲ A horse lies underneath a blanket on Arden St.  ▲ A truck waits to collect the horse. 
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Longrain welcomes outdoor diners to Little Bourke Street

SUPPORT FOR 
BUSINESSES
Local businesses, services and 
organisations are the lifeblood of 
Melbourne, and our support for 
them is multi-layered and ongoing. 

Visit melbourne.vic.gov.au/
business to subscribe to the 
Business in Melbourne newsletter 
and explore the help on offer.

For one-on-one advice, call our 
dedicated Business Concierge 
Service on 9658 9658 (press 1 for 
business), or enquire online at the 
above website.

Melbourne businesses, creatives 
and event managers are rallying in 
the wake of COVID-19, alongside 
swift and strategic investment 
from the City of Melbourne and 
the Victorian Government.

A multitude of projects are underway 
to reactivate Melbourne, and the city 
has begun to change before our eyes. 

Many of the initiatives are being delivered 
through the $100 million Melbourne City 
Recovery Fund, a partnership between 
the City of Melbourne and the Victorian 
Government.

Next time you visit the city, look out 
for key physical changes, including  
40 km of new bike lanes and ‘little 
streets’ that have been made more 
pedestrian friendly. 

Here are four more exciting things that 
have popped up around Melbourne.

1  Public art in vacant shopfronts
Creative artworks by local artists 
are bringing colour and vibrancy 
to vacant shopfronts as the city 
rebalances from the effects of 
COVID-19. 

Delivered as part of the Melbourne 
City Recovery Fund, this program 
supports the creative sector and 
creates a welcoming environment 
on our streets. Find out more at 
melbourne.vic.gov.au/publicart

2  COVID-safe versions of 
beloved events
Melburnians are grinning, chuckling 
and guffawing through more than 
three weeks of COVID-safe laughs 
thanks to the return of the world-
renowned Melbourne International 
Comedy Festival. 

Join the fun in venues and online 
until 18 April. Find out more at 
comedyfestival.com.au or discover 
more upcoming events at whatson.
melbourne.vic.gov.au

3  More than 1500 new outdoor 
dining areas
Dine with friends in an iconic 
Melbourne laneway or pop-up 
parklet to support local businesses 
as they continue to adapt amid 
ongoing COVID-19 restrictions. 

The City of Melbourne has extended 
its outdoor dining program to 
help venues reopen and continue 
operating. Find out more about this 
program at melbourne.vic.gov.au/
outdoordining

4  150,000 new trees, shrubs  
and grasses
Look out for new native vegetation 
around Royal Park, Parkville and 
the Dynon Road wildlife reserve 
that will help support biodiversity, 
cool the city and create jobs.

Funded by the Victorian 
Government, Greening the City is 
the largest revegetation project 
that the City of Melbourne has 
ever undertaken. Learn more at 
melbourne.vic.gov.au/urbanforest

Looking to the future, business 
support will continue to be front and 
centre, and an advisory committee 
comprised of retail, hospitality and 
creative industry leaders will focus on 
rebuilding the night-time economy.

Iconic places will also be revitalised, 
with plans underway for upgrades to 
the Lonsdale Street Greek Precinct 
and Princess Theatre forecourt.

Our city’s brightest minds will also 
come together for events like the 
Open Innovation Competition and 
Emerging Technology Testbed 
Challenge to collaborate and innovate.

While the city might not look quite 
like you remember, Melbourne’s 
restaurants, shops, bars, art institutions 
and events are open for business. And 
people are hungry to return to the city 
they love. 

We encourage you to rediscover your 
city and feel the buzz of what is to come.

For more information, visit  
melbourne.vic.gov.au/
melbourneisopen

DISCOVER WHAT’S NEW  
IN MELBOURNE

ADVERTISEMENT
Your City of Melbourne community update
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Zero-waste dining

Engaging conversations

Immersive experiences

Join Melbourne’s brightest minds 
to solve historical crimes in 
augmented reality, learn about 
‘doughnut economics’ and much 
more at Melbourne Knowledge 
Week from 26 April to 2 May. 

The festival will feature more than 
100 in-person and online events 
devised in collaboration with local and 
international experts, including artists, 
academics, economists and biomedical 
scientists.

Four hubs at locations across the 
city will host a wide range of unique, 
COVID-safe events – the vast majority 
of which are free to attend.

Immersive installations and city tours 
will encourage audiences to playfully 
explore, share and learn, and a digital 
hub will expand the festival’s reach 
across the globe.

Whether you are interested in 
technology, digital ethics, human-
centred design, entrepreneurship, 
creativity, wellbeing or something 
completely different, there is 
something for you at Melbourne 
Knowledge Week. 

Here’s how you can get involved in the 
festival program.

1  Learn from experts
Hear from the pros about 
sustainable economies, the rise 
of cryptocurrencies and how to 
pandemic-proof the future. Be inspired 
by big thinkers from around the world, 
in person and online.

2  Share your ideas
Deep-dive into tough topics like 
climate change, ethics and the afterlife 
through board games, book clubs 
and hands-on workshops. Working 
together, we can help shape a bright 
future for our city.

3  Build your network
Discover ideas for city activation as 
local innovators pitch their ideas, 
explore a showcase of local startups, 
and attend networking sessions 
for Aboriginal entrepreneurs and 
international students.

4  Enjoy a mindful meal
Book a zero-waste lunch at Cumulus 
Inc hosted by OzHarvest and Rotary 

Melbourne or delve into the story of 
Gelam the dugong at a dinner event 
by Mabu Mabu. 

5  Inspire your family
Build new toys from old favourites, 
co-create a ‘wild city’, get your hands 
dirty to create your own biodiverse 
garden and play Dungeons & Dragons 
with a biometric mirror.

6  Blow your mind
Receive a voice message from another 
version of you from a parallel universe, 
talk to a person from history using 
artificial intelligence and explore future 
Melbourne through Prototype City.

Melbourne Knowledge Week is  
proudly presented by the City  
of Melbourne. 

The festival program will launch on 
Monday 22 March at  
mkw.melbourne.vic.gov.au

REIMAGINE THE FUTURE AT 
MELBOURNE KNOWLEDGE WEEK

ADVERTISEMENT
Your City of Melbourne community update

EVENT 
SPOTLIGHTS
KEYNOTE SPEAKER  
KATE RAWORTH
Digital Hub (online), Wednesday 
28 April, 7pm to 8pm

Learn about Kate’s provocative 
‘doughnut economics’ paradigm 
that shows how economies can 
comfortably function while looking 
after all people and the environment.

This live event will feature a 
digital keynote presentation, live 
Q&A and facilitated small-group 
conversations about how we can 
incorporate these ideas into our 
work and lives. 

A CIRCULAR FUTURE
Wesley Place Hub, 130 Lonsdale 
Street, Melbourne
Saturday 1 May, 2pm to 5pm

Join an interactive workshop 
to explore how can we move 
from resource-draining ‘take, 
make, waste’ linear systems to a 
progressive circular economy. 

Hosted by UnSchool, this event 
invites you to understand the 
complex systems you participate 
in every day, and recognise your 
agency to affect change.

WILD CITY 
Meat Market Hub, 3 Blackwood 
Street, North Melbourne
Visit any time while the hub is open

Explore a thriving green 
metropolis shared equally by 
humans and animals and co-create 
new, welcoming urban habitats. 

Created by Kathy Holowko in 
collaboration with scores of local 
children, the Wild City exhibition 
invites kids to consider how we 
can improve the quality of living 
in our urban ecosystems by being 
more considerate to animals. 

KEEP IN TOUCH
To stay connected with all the latest 
news from the City of Melbourne, follow 
us on social media and subscribe to 
Melbourne magazine online at  
magazine.melbourne.vic.gov.au

You can also join conversations to 
influence plans for your neighbourhood 
through Participate Melbourne at 
participate.melbourne.vic.gov.au

Connect with us 
 /cityofmelbourne

 @cityofmelbourne

 @cityofmelbourne
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Some breathing space 
Residents of the CBD are thinking about how the spaces of the 
new city will look in the post-COVID era. 

 ▼  Sarah Mercer at one of her haunts.

words by Rhonda Dredge

“They won’t ever be the same,” Sarah Mercer, 
who lives near Bar Clara in Little Bourke St, 
said. 

In the pre-COVID era she was a people per-
son and loved the city for people-watching.

“Post-COVID I’m still working it out,” she 
said. “I used to walk at 10pm. The city’s now too 
empty. It’s tumbleweed country.” 

Sarah meet friends and clients at bars near 
her apartment in Lonsdale Heights, the first 
residential tower built in the city.

“When it was first built in 1976 it was called 
Chateau Melbourne,” she said. “It’s very old. It’s 
chocolate brick.”

That old confidence and pride in develop-
ment has taken a beating since COVID and 
residents are still feeling their way forward. 

The cocktail waiter at Bar Clara said they 
weren’t seeing the after-work and after-dinner 
crowds like they used to. Theatre has started up 
again so that might make a difference.

Sarah orders a Bramble, a gin and lemon with 

a twist. The waiter goes off to do his version of 
it, a mix of sweet and sour. These things count 
in her little neighourhood. 

She’s noticed “some weird little things” of 
late. The local shoe repair guy and the key cut-
ter have closed, for example. Shark Fin House 
down the road is also boarded up and a favour-
ite bookshop has disappeared. 

She has been exploring new models of work 
for a while with a start-up business called 
Play Lunch and a hot desk at Hub Australia in 
Spencer St, which stayed open during the lock-
down and offers a flexible working model. 

Sarah combines work at her educational game 
company, with consultation on website design 
for a range of clients. She brings the communi-
cation and design skills to the partnerships.

The work can be done from anywhere but 
she feels strongly about the viability of business 
hubs.

“I could work from anywhere, even Tibet, but 
you need a business community. That can’t be 
done from home.”

She moved into the CBD in 2016 with her 

husband. “I always wanted to live in the city. I 
wanted to live in an attic. There’s always new 
places, new trends, new graffiti.”

Her neighbourhood is important to her. She 
thinks the CBD should be filled with residents 

but she’d glad of some breathing space.
“It was getting to the point there was so many 

new buildings it was difficult to get around with 
the crowds and delivery guys.” •

ABORIGINAL MELBOURNE

Road trains and paintings:
Indigenous artist Cameron 
Benson launches first 
exhibition

For indigenous artist Cameron 
Benson, driving trucks and 
painting are two things he 
does well. Instead of mindlessly 
scrolling through his Facebook 
feed on breaks between Geelong 
and Melbourne, Mr Benson 
uses his time to paint.

words by Spencer Fowler Steen

And now, after years of roadside painting, Mr 
Benson has launched his first ever exhibition 
titled Let The Light Shine showcasing 17 con-
temporary indigenous Australian animals at the 
Koori Heritage Trust at Federation Square.

Mr Benson said he was incredibly excited.
“There’s 17 paintings, all different Australian 

animals; a kookaburra, a wombat, fighting kan-
garoos, a couple of turtles and a few other ones 
including some yabbies,” he said. 

“It’s a contemporary style, it probably looks 
Aboriginal. But mine don’t have stories or cul-
tural significance.”

Mr Benson used to live in Horsham where he 
painted T-shirts and other nick-knacks.

But four years ago, after finding painting 
T-shirts was no longer viable, he packed up and 
left to Geelong to seek a better market for his 
artwork. 

Mr Benson began refining his style using 
different tools to paint on canvas while driving 
trucks between Geelong and Melbourne, where 
he would often stop en route at service stations 
for a break and a scroll through his social media 
feed.

But something about it didn’t gel with his 
desire for efficiency.

“I thought I better get something done,” Mr 
Benson said.

“Now, I do most of my work in my truck 
when I’m on a break. I’ve got a tray, I’ve got liq-
uid paints, and when I get a chance, I get them 
out.”

“I have a stretched canvas in the back – it’s 
better than sitting on Facebook all day.”

When it comes to his artistic process, Mr 
Benson often draws inspiration for his outlines 
from photographs.

On a recent trip to Tasmania with his wife, Mr 
Benson snapped a few photos of a Tasmanian 

devil, which he used to sketch out the outline 
for one of the paintings in his exhibition.

But Mr Benson’s true inspiration comes from 
above.

“I believe I get inspiration from God – he gave 
me creative ability and I’d go give him the glory 
for the artwork I do,” Mr Benson said.

“That’s why I called it [the exhibition] Let The 
Light Shine.” 

Mr Benson said the title came from scripture, 
Matthew 5:16. 

Let The Light Shine will be showing from 
March 13 to May 23 at the Koorie Heritage 
Trust in the Yarra Building at Federation 
Square. Tickets are free •

For more information: 
koorieheritagetrust.com.au



the community and restore values of multi-
culturalism and equality back in the city after 
COVID.  

“My dad and my mum taught me to give back 
to the community,” he said. “The pandemic has 
shaped us all in what we can do to give back and 
that’s the focus of what I want to do for four 
years on council.”

“I see the suffering that the Asian community 
is going through right now. A lot come to me 
and tell me that there are so many issues, some 
business owners tell me their staff have been 
pushed to the ground just for being Asian and 
they come to work upset and crying.”

“Unfortunately, some people are blaming us 
for the virus right now but it’s not right. The 
City of Melbourne is more than 30 per cent 
Asian. It’s a great thing to celebrate multicul-
turalism here in the city and that’s what we’re 
made of. People forget that sometimes.”

“The pandemic pushed me to run for election 
because small business owners, a lot of them are 
immigrants who have invested their life savings 
and spent all their money to open a business to 
give their kids a better life and for these four 
years. I want to do my best to represent them. 
I want to show the community that all immi-
grants, not just Asians, have contributed greatly. 
I want to give them some hope.”

Having been elected via former Deputy Lord 
Mayor Arron Wood’s ticket at last year’s local 
government elections, Cr Chang is one of six 
new faces on the council alongside Crs Jamal 
Hakim, Elizabeth Doidge, Davydd Griffiths, 
Roshena Campbell and Olivia Ball. 

He said that while he was still very much 
“learning the ropes”, the new council was a 
“young” and “refreshing” team of individuals. 
Echoing the words of Cr Hakim in February’s 
Councillor Profile, “soft on people, hard on is-
sues” is the approach Cr Chang said was shared 
among his colleagues. 
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A big problem requires even bigger solutions

Welcome to the eighth of our 
12-part series which will 
attempt to explore the role 
that housing can and should 
play within Australian society 
and why it is important to 
our economy that we house all 
Australians, rich or poor. 

This series intends to draw on a range of perspec-
tives centred around housing and homelessness. 
We will hear a range of views from business, the 
not-for-profit sector and hopefully government, 
as to why they believe housing is an important so-
cial and economic building block for Australia’s 
future prosperity.  

This month we  have  asked MP Fiona 
Patten, Leader of the Reason Party, Member 
for Northern Metropolitan, chair of the Legal 
and Social Issues Committee and chair of 
the Victorian Parliamentary Inquiry into 
Homelessness, to share her thoughts around why 
the objective around housing all Australians, and 
in particular some of the key recommendations 
of the Parliamentary Inquiry, and why solving 
homelessness should be considered an econom-
ic imperative for Australia …

In the first week of March, I had the great priv-
ilege of tabling the report of the Inquiry into 
Homelessness by the Victorian Parliaments 
Legal and Social Issues Committee, on which I 
also serve as chair. 

Unsurprisingly the final document is a 
weighty one, given the groaning weight of the 
issue on our community. Homelessness is seen 
as the deepest expression of social exclusion in 
our society, a growing and seemingly intracta-
ble problem. But we cannot, and we must not, 
ever give up on our attempts at ending it. 

We began the inquiry before the devas-
tating 2019/2020 bushfires in Victoria and 
prior to the start of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Homelessness was already a  challenge for so 
many in Victoria, and these events exacerbated 
these difficulties for both those experiencing 
homelessness and those providing homeless-
ness support. Measures put in place during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, particularly in the CBD 
of Melbourne, saw many people previously 
sleeping rough placed in emergency accom-
modation, with plans for this to transition into 
long-term housing. 

Those who live within the city area, like me, 
were heartened to see that something slightly 
good had come from the pandemic lockdowns. 
It showed that with sufficient will on the part of 
the Victorian Government, it is possible to end 
homelessness for many people experiencing it. 
Whether that will remain the case is yet to be 
seen, but surely through this experience, we can 
see that there is a light at the end of the tunnel 
for so many and we can help get them there. 

The Victorian Government’s landmark Big 
Housing Build, which will see 9300 new social 
housing dwellings built, about a 10 per cent 
increase in Victoria’s social housing stock, was 
announced towards the end of our Inquiry. 
Welcomed yes, but despite the unprecedented 
size of the program, this will actually still not 

ensure that Victoria will meet the national av-
erage of social housing as a percentage of total 
dwellings, at 4.5 per cent. In order to increase 
long-term housing options, the Government 
needs to look at, among other measures, im-
plementing mandatory inclusionary zoning in 
all new major housing developments across the 
state. 

Another crucial part of our approach to 
homelessness should be to intervene early in 
order to prevent homelessness before it occurs. 
Whenever I have looked in depth at disadvan-
tage in our society it has been evident that this 
can get to the very cause of disadvantage and 
turn people’s lives around. As well as being a 
social issue, this is also an economic issue as the 
long-term cost and implications to society of 
not preventing homelessness will be larger than 
the investment to migrate that cost.

This means identifying those at risk of home-
lessness and stepping in to provide support 
before they reach a crisis point. It also means 
a focus on education. There are many skilled 
and passionate people in the homelessness 
sector who have the capacity to do this crucial 
work and who should be supported to do so. 
Government should prioritise implementing 
diverse, forward-thinking early intervention 
strategies. 

Often there is a tragic transition from insti-
tutional settings into homelessness including 
health, mental health, care and custodial set-
tings. Too often, people at risk of homelessness 
are discharged or released into the community 
without sufficient planning or support to find 
and keep accommodation. Without a home, 
these individuals may soon end up back in hos-
pital or in the justice system. For those leaving 
incarceration, being released into homelessness 
inhibits their chances at successful re-integra-
tion into the community. 

Currently in Victoria, we have a homeless-
ness sector that is overwhelmed with the need 
to respond to people in crisis. 

I have urged the Government to imple-
ment the recommendations made in the 
Homelessness Inquiry report. We can develop a 
more adaptable and flexible system of support 
so that the sector can focus more on early inter-
vention rather than crisis responses. 

I hope you found the above perspective by 
Fiona interesting and insightful. While what was 
said may not align with our view of the world, we 
all need to listen and digest what is said by others 
in order to find common ground. This is why we 
are focusing on the fact  that the provision of 
shelter is a fundamental human need (not human 
right) and without that need being met, we have 
unintended social and economic consequences 
that will span generations. 

As I said in my first article, doing nothing is 
NOT AN OPTION! We need to act and we need to 
act now. All of us need to be part of the solution so 
please feel free to write to me with your thoughts: 
info@housingallaustralians.com.au •

Driven by diversity 
First-term City of Melbourne 
councillor Jason Chang said 
he was driven onto the council 
by a desperate need to give a 
greater voice to the city’s Asian 
community.

The 35-year-old, who owns the prominent 
Calia Emporium on Lonsdale St, said that while 
the pandemic had been challenging for all of 
Melbourne, it had too often been compound-
ed by vitriol and racism towards the Asian 
community. 

As a proud born and bred Melburnian, Cr 
Chang told CBD News that the treatment he had 
often personally received just by walking the 
streets at times had been particularly difficult to 
endure given his love for his city.  

His family’s journey in Melbourne is yet an-
other success story for multiculturalism. Having 
migrated to Australia via Fiji in the 1960s, his 
father, who passed away when Jason was just 
12 years old, made his living as a fruit and veg 
trader at the Queen Victoria Market, while his 
mother has worked at the Ear and Eye Hospital 
in East Melbourne for 35 years. His family also 
originally ran grocery stores in Chinatown, as 
well as a Chinese restaurant on Acland St in St 
Kilda where Jason was first exposed to small 
business in the city. 

Now a new father himself and the owner 
of five Calia “restaurant-to-retail” business-
es located at Emporium, Chadstone, Kuala 
Lumpur and soon Jakarta, the addition of City 
of Melbourne councillor is sure to set a new 
standard in juggling!

But as a passionate Melburnian and member 
of the Asian community, he said he wasn’t mo-
tivated by politics but only a desire to represent 

And another issue he was personally pas-
sionate about in addition to helping the city’s 
small businesses and night-time economy was 
the gaping hole left in the city by international 
students. 

During the height of last year’s second wave 
of coronavirus in Victoria, his business at 
Emporium, which employed more than 100 
staff, had supported many students through 
employment, as well as outreach with groceries, 
masks and sanitiser. 

But underpinning all of it, he said it was time 
for equal representation of migrant commu-
nities and businesses in the city and he would 
be “giving a voice” to the new generation of 
residents, students and start-ups. 

“The Asian community is known as the 
‘model minority’,” he said. 

“The issue that I found as an Asian busi-
ness is that we don’t get the publicity of a lot 
of Caucasian businesses. The election sort of 
helped me get more profile for the community 

and for Asian business owners as well and I 
think that was the most important thing for me 
was to provide that hope and confidence.”

“Speaking to a lot of small business owners 
last year they just didn’t know what to do and 
a lot were closing. A lot were depressed, even 
contemplating suicide. You think ‘how can I 
help them?’ because they couldn’t make ends 
meet.”

“I’ve got four years and I’m happy to do one 
term and represent the community to the best 
of my ability. I’ve got four years to do what I 
can.” •
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The best berries in 
Melbourne 
Renowned for its fresh produce and welcoming attitude, family-
run business Berries Corner has become a beloved staple at the 
Queen Victoria Market.  

RESIDENTS 3000

Trying out 
the council’s 
new bike 
lanes
Back in July 2020, the City 
of Melbourne approved an 
accelerated budget to fast-track 
delivery of more safe bike lanes 
in the CBD.

About a month ago I decided that perhaps it 
might now be safe to try riding a bicycle in the 
city. The bike, which came with me from Noosa 
back 13 years ago, was a sorry sight, covered 
in dust, tied up in the building’s garage. At the 
time, a few attempts to bike in the city resulted 
in extreme fear at the thought of being “mowed 
down” by all that traffic!

After a visit to the bike shop, a bike service 
and refurbishment, loading batteries in the 
odometer, installing a mounting bracket for the 
phone and a practice ride in the car park, I was 
ready to go. The building’s body corporate now 
allows bikes to be stored in apartments mean-
ing that I could keep my bike at home and in 
good condition.

Council policy is to protect cyclists from 
traffic with barriers defining dedicated lanes 
along key routes. First adventure was a ride 
along the river – simple and enjoyable.  The next 
was a journey to Brunswick, setting out along 
Exhibition St. In the context of being a novice 
rider, I have to admit that I felt safe in the new 
bike lanes. Coming back via Royal Parade, in 
a secure bike lane admiring the adjacent park 
was delightful. What was important to me was 
having physical separation from traffic and not 
just paint on the road.

Where possible council policy is to provide 
(in order) separate lanes for pedestrians then 
cyclists then parking, followed by moving 

vehicles and then trams, if applicable.  What 
impressed me was the idea that cycling lanes 
should be next to the curb instead of being 
on the driver’s side of parked cars. The latter 
being so dangerous when someone opens their 
car door and the cyclist has to swerve into the 
traffic.

With the new COVID-normal now being 
a factor, more people are opting to ride their 
bikes instead of taking the tram or train. In fact, 
studies have shown that more people are walk-
ing and riding to get around as they know it is 
much safer, both from the self-distancing per-
spective and actual riding perspective, thanks 
to all the bike lanes improvements. 

Residents 3000 members heard from the City 
of Melbourne at our recent event that the coun-
cil has opted to adopt a new design of low cost, 
locally produced prefabricated barriers made of 
recycled material. They are fast to install using 
a spiked type anchor compared to traditional 
concrete curbing that requires digging up the 
roadway.

The council is evidently committed to new 
CBD cycling lanes along Flinders and Elizabeth 
streets in the 20/21 financial year. My Google 
guide recommended a route along Elizabeth St. 
I would not go there, as for any bike rider let 
alone this novice, the so-called bicycle lane is 
virtually non-existent due to vehicles parking 
in the poorly marked lane. However, the prob-
lem of creating protected lanes for all users 
– walkers, bikes, vehicles, trams in a relatively 
small roadway width is considerable.  

Apart from safety considerations, the bene-
fits of the creating dedicated lanes means that 
when bikes move out of the main traffic flow, 
traffic is free to move more fluently along the 
road, easing congestion.

Gradually and steadily, the city traffic man-
agement is becoming more tuned to peoples’ 
needs for the benefit of the community as a 
whole •

Katie Johnson
JOURNALIST

KATIE@HYPERLOCALNEWS.
COM.AU

Since 1987, the business has been selling a large 
selection of high-quality fruit and vegetables 
and ready-to-go produce boxes to the delight 
of regulars.  

Belinda Vitalone, who owns Berries Corner 
with her husband Pat, said the best part about 
running the business was getting to know her 
customers. 

“The fact that we have the time to commu-
nicate with our customers and have long-term 
relationships with them makes us like a family,” 
Ms Vitalone said.  

“Over time we truly get to know people and 
watch their children grow up and get married.”

Berries Corner was established more than 30 
years ago by Pat’s parents, who started teaching 
him the tools of the trade when he was only 
three years old. 

Keeping with the family tradition, Pat took 
over the business with Belinda when his par-
ents retired six years ago. 

“Since Pat’s parents retired six years ago we 
updated, replaced the manual scales with elec-
tronic ones, [put in or installed new] registers, 
and brought a more modernised look,” Ms 
Vitalone said. 

As a market staple for the past few decades, 
the business has a host of regulars who come 
and visit them at the market. 

Ms Vitalone said that although they were 
getting customers travelling from interstate, 
the business was missing the international 
customers who would usually be visiting at this 
time of year. 

“We usually get tourists, so it was always in-
teresting to find out where they’ve come from 
and talk to them about their experience,” Ms 
Vitalone said. 

“They take fresh fruit like cherries and stone 
fruit back overseas with them.” 

For locals who can’t visit the market them-
selves, Berries Corner also has an online option 
to pick up or deliver. 

“You can do your shopping so customers can 
pick what they want, and all of the produce 
is sourced fresh from local growers at the 
wholesale Melbourne Market in Epping,” Ms 
Vitalone said. 

As for her favourite produce at the stall, Ms 
Vitalone said one couldn’t go past their star 
item. 

“Berries are my favourite, we have them all 

year round, every variety, and it’s our high-
light,” Ms Vitalone said. 

“That’s why it’s called Berries Corner!” 
To shop online at Berries Corner, visit berri-

escorner.com.au or visit them on market days 
in Shed H •
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METRO TUNNEL

Metro Tunnel puts safety 
for all on the agenda
If you’ve travelled along St Kilda Rd recently you’ll have noticed 
major progress at the new Anzac Station, which is taking shape 
with the final wall and roof structures now in place.

Complex underground work has been achieved, 
all while trams, traffic, cyclists and pedestrians 
continued to use St Kilda Rd.

The new station will create a smooth con-
nection between tram and train for passengers, 
but Rail Projects Victoria CEO Evan Tattersall 
said there was also a focus on pedestrians and 
cyclists. About a kilometre of kerbside cycling 
lanes are being delivered between Dorcas St 
and Toorak Rd, with cyclists able to ride two 
abreast, protected from the risk of “car door-
ing” by a metre-wide concrete separator. 

Pedestrians and cyclists will also find a new, 
safer way to cross St Kilda Rd.

“The work on the station and the precinct is 
being done in a way that enables good traffic 
flow along St Kilda Road for cars, bikes and 
pedestrians,” Mr Tattersall said.

“A key feature for pedestrians is that there 
will be an underpass from one side of St Kilda 
Rd to the other, in the form of a through pas-
sage as well as a connection to the station itself. 
Lifts and escalators will take people up and 
down from the tram tracks to the train tracks.”

“There will be free passage into the under-
pass and as you get more into the centre, then 
you go through the Myki gates to get into the 
station proper.”

A large architecturally-designed canopy will 
protect commuters and pedestrians from the 
weather.

“It will also create the vista that you’d expect 
with such a prominent location,” Mr Tattersall 
said.

“It’ll be done in a way that maintains sight 
lines between one side of St Kilda Rd and the 

other, to the Shrine of Remembrance.”
Part of the creative vista of the completed 

station will be precinct-specific art.
“We have a number of initiatives for all of the 

stations,” Evan said. “There’s a line-wide artist’s 
approach that creates a connection between all 
the stations, but then there’s also local artwork 
for each of the stations and those details will be 
revealed as we get closer to completion.”

Almost 40,000 people a day are expected to 
use Anzac Station to get to business precincts 
and growing residential areas on St Kilda Rd, 
Kings Way and in South Melbourne •

For more information: 
metrotunnel.vic.gov.au

A tale of 
wrecked men
In A Jealous Tide by Anna 
MacDonald the narrator is a 
woman who is adept at finding 
space for reflection. 

She is a self-contained narrator who loves wan-
dering by water. 

Her favourite form of narrative is the person-
al recount. 

Most of this novel describes the narrator’s 
encounter with the geography of Melbourne 
around the Yarra and London around the 
Thames.

Hammersmith Bridge, in particular, attracts 
her attention and it becomes the punctum 
where two narratives intersect. 

“It was my habit that summer to walk along 
the downstream side of the Hammersmith 
Bridge and back along its upstream path,” the 
narrator writes.

“Returning one day, I happened to pause by 
the balustrade to look down at the puckered 
plaque and read.”

The message on the plaque concerns an air-
man who died rescuing a woman from the river 
in 1919.

The narrator, who is London to do research 
in the library on Virginia Woolf, finds her schol-
arly eye more attracted to texts on drownings. 

She follows her whim and a more complex 
narrative of a suicidal woman and her rescuer 
emerges out of the mix of literary and physical 
meanderings. 

The airman is a stranger to London and when 
he takes up digs in the war-torn city he has to 
switch from the aerial view that has dominated 
his life to mapping the world at close quarters.

This takes him quite a while as he reacquaints 
himself with mundane objects and their param-
eters, (the coldness of the brass door knob, for 
example) which help him reset his limits.

Similarly, the power of this strange, pared-
back book rests in its particular and poised 
style. There is no dialogue nor conflict; nor are 
there plot twists and complications. 

As the two narratives merge they meander 
towards a foregone conclusion, prefigured on 
page 51 by the note on the balustrade concern-
ing the airman’s death. 

“I care only for some species of forward 
movement, one that keeps me always stepping 
ahead into the future, while constantly return-
ing me to the past,” the narrator writes. “That 
keeps me still and still moving.”

This novel is very much about the telling and 
what a delight this is, a refreshing change from 
the information overload and genre postures of 
much contemporary fiction. Just one interpre-
tation is made by the narrator. Perhaps this is the 
thesis of the book. According to her research on 
drownings, imagination works against survival. 

Wrecked men should listen to their officers if 
they want to be rescued and this novel should 
be read while travelling into the CBD where the 
author works •

Rhonda Dredge
JOURNALIST

RHONDA@CBDNEWS.COM.AU

 ▲ A Jealous Tide, Anna MacDonald, Splice, 2000

CRITIC

Centreway Arcade’s lost heritage
We were saddened and 
somewhat baffled to see 
construction hoardings pop up 
inside the Centreway Arcade in 
March. 

The move signals the removal of unique mar-
ble, metal-clad shopfronts with custom door 
handles and other attention to detail, such as 
custom light fittings in a film set-like style and 
an important public artwork. 

These works are all degrading to what was 
one of the city’s most intact post-modern inte-
riors. Sadly, this is one of many still unprotected 
interiors in the City of Melbourne.

The Centreway Arcade’s austere 1920s inte-
rior was entirely remodelled in 1987 by Cocks 
Carmichael and Whitford, and won subsequent 
interior architecture awards, as well as finding 
its way into many lists of important interiors 
in recent years. The arcade remained an intact 
postmodern shortcut from Collins St to Centre 

Place, complementing the Block and Royal 
Arcades’ 19th century architectural version of 
arcades across Collins St.

This remodelling to simply make the interior 
bland and grey is baffling, as many brands trade 
on uniqueness in shopfronts and look for space 
beyond just the plain glass and render that the 
Centreway’s owners are now going for.

We would be rightly shocked if the Royal 
Arcade removed Gog and Magog and the 
Gaunt Clock, or the Block painted over all its 
ornate ceilings and floors with grey render, and 
while not as significant in heritage terms, it is 
equally sad to see a more recent relative of these 
iconic shopping spaces disappear with little 
justification.

Most disappointing is the removal of the 
cryptic public artwork above the arcade’s entry 
in Centre Place, ironically spelling out “we live 
in a society that places an ordinate value in 
goods and service”, a work which caught many 
pedestrians’ gaze, and attracted design and art 
aficionados through the arcade’s shops on both 
curated tours and official City of Melbourne 
walking routes. In its place is now a blank wall 

and the loss of one of Melbourne’s many unex-
pected discoveries when looking up.

Melbourne Heritage Action considered this 
interior to be a clear candidate for heritage- 
listing, but despite much good work during 
recent years on many other fronts, the City 
of Melbourne has still not protected any sig-
nificant interior spaces not on the Victorian 
Heritage Register, such as the Art Deco 
Centenary Hall on Exhibition St, which we 
also have a watchful eye on currently due to a 
planning application for the site. Melbourne as 
a whole has lost another part of its architectural 
history with barely a mention, and another part 
of its claimed status as a creative city with the 
needless destruction of public artwork •
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Adrian Doyle
ADRIAN DOYLE IS THE BLENDER 
STUDIOS

LEARN MORE ON 
THEBLENDERSTUDIOS.COM

STREET ART

Nature 
Therapy

“You’ll have to look hard.”

Howey Place

Is Melbourne 
at risk of 
losing its 
cultural 
credibility?

The people disappeared, the shops shut, and the 
galleries closed. It has been a struggle at Blender 
Studios.

Blender was shut to the public for nearly 
a year which means that for a year we haven’t 
been able to have openings at the Darkhorse 
Experiment (the gallery at Blender Studios). 

The street tours shut down and the tour 
guides found new jobs. The artists at Blender 
Studios have only been able to access their space 
for half a year. This break in the continuity of 

It has been quiet in the 
streets of Melbourne since 
COVID came to town.

❝

❝

the creative space has been really hard for 
Blender Studios and its artists. Although we 
have reopened it has been staggered and the 
atmosphere is nervous. And Blender is only one 
of the many galleries, studios and art spaces 
that have had the energy, money and creativity 
ripped out by COVID. 

Many galleries have been forced to shut 
down and with the lifting of the rent morato-
rium many more are likely to go. So, if you are 
wondering what to do in the next few weeks, go 

support your local galleries, buy some art, go on 
an art tour, have a coffee at an independent café 
or go see some comedy. 

But get out there and buy local and support 
the arts. It is a critical time for the future of 
Melbourne’s culture and the more galleries and 
theatres struggling and closing down the harder 
it will be for Melbourne to regain its reputation 
as a cultural capital. 

Melbourne has so much creativity. Get out 
there and celebrate it •



A brawl broke out in a Spencer St apartment 
in March as about 50 revellers gathered at a 
private party.

Police believe the fight began in the apart-
ment and subsequently spilled into the lift and 
foyer. CCTV footage showed teens running 
from police along city streets. 

The foyer and lobby of the building were 
declared a crime scene.

Police are reportedly investigating if there 
was a breach of the coronavirus restrictions giv-
en the number of people at the apartment. The 
current restrictions limit residential gatherings 
to 30 people.

Perhaps a lawyer could help us interpret 
the Owners Corporations Amendment  (Short-
stay Accommodation)  Act  2018 – the so-called 
“Airbnb Act”. 

Would this latest stabbing frenzy, a near-trag-
edy, be deemed to be “multiple incidents” or one 
incident with multiple victims?

It makes a difference, because under the leg-
islation we have the ludicrous situation where 
terrified residents would need to report three 
stabbing incidents in a 28-day period to be giv-
en a chance of insultingly paltry redress.

Owners’ corporation amendments are 
now law

The Owners Corporations and Other Acts 
Amendment Act 2021 has been passed by both 
houses of the Victorian Parliament and will 
take effect from the beginning of December 
this year, unless an earlier date is proclaimed. 

One of the biggest changes is the classifica-
tion of owners’ corporations (OCs) into five 
tiers. The top three tiers apply to buildings 
with 10 to 50, 51 to 100 and more than 100 

lots. A couple of changes will affect operational 
activities:

• Legal proceedings up to $100,000 can be 
initiated by ordinary resolution

• A common seal is no longer needed on 
documents

• Insurance excess costs can be passed onto 
lot owners in certain situations

• A couple of clauses might be tested out 
soon as a result of short-stay activity: 

• The “benefit principle” can apply to levies. 
This has potentially huge ramifications 
for short-stay operators who impose 
significant wear and tear or security costs 
on buildings. The changes mean that 
additional costs can be levied without 
regard to the “lot liability”.

• Occupiers will be responsible for guests’ 
behaviour: In the case of wild parties, the 
occupier could be held liable.

These will be two aspects that we will be 
watching carefully.

The legislation also introduces a raft of 
amendments that limit developers from hand-
ing lucrative and often unfair OC management 
contracts to their mates.

Sadly, as we reported in last month’s edition, 
the government left the same massive loophole 
open for owners and residents to be shackled 
to a host of other contractors for vital services 
such as facilities management, cleaning and 
utilities. Some of the contracts are 25 years and 
we have had an example of 99 years reported 
to us.

This is a disastrously incompetent oversight 
that the government was too stubborn to rec-
ognise, despite having the facts laid in front of 
them.
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WE LIVE HERE

Barbara Francis &  
Rus Littleson
CAMPAIGN@WELIVEHERE.NET

 WELIVEHERE.NET

“we live
here”TM

Last hurrah for proxy-farming short-stay 
operators

In a bizarrely conducted committee election, 
an inner-city group of lot owners has engi-
neered a most peculiar and undoubtedly short-
lived victory.

At a recent annual general meeting (AGM), 
lot owners in a 300-apartment complex were 
offered the chance to vote “for” or “against” 
each of the candidates standing for the commit-
tee. There was also an option to abstain.

This is the first time we have ever heard of 
an election where electors could vote “against” 
a candidate. Extraordinarily, all this transpired 
under the auspices of the OC manager.

The result was decided entirely on the prox-
ies held by interests associated with a short-stay 
company operating in the complex. 

Of the 13 candidates, only seven were elected 
– the other six being effectively vetoed by the 
counting of votes “against”.

What an absurd, undemocratic way of con-
ducting an election. The Owners’ Corporation 
Act allows for 13 candidates to be elected; the 
Act does not allow for any candidates to be 
blocked. The declared result has a decidedly 
unsavoury fragrance and surely will be over-
turned soon. 

Thankfully, under the new Act proxy-farm-
ing is now outlawed. That is something the 
government got right!

Financial and mental health costs of 
cladding 

Two Australian scientific studies published 
this month have delved into the financial and 
well-being impact of flammable cladding.

The findings by RMIT University researchers 
provide real insight into the impact of combus-
tible cladding on apartment owners who had 
no knowledge of what was to come when they 
purchased their apartment. 

The participants in the study were from 
Victoria, Queensland, Western Australia and 
the ACT.

The key outcomes from the first paper on 
financial implications were the accumulating 
costs beyond the rectification work:

• special levies

• higher levies long term
• rising insurance premiums
• legal fees
• cost of fixing other fire safety defects, such 

as sprinklers
• possible loss of property value.
This study found that the financial burden on 

households has influenced many life decisions, 
such as retirement, holidays, and buying or sell-
ing major assets.

The key messages from the second paper on 
well-being were about how owners and occupi-
ers are coping, detailing:

• frustration, concern and anger
• safety fears, especially in higher-risk 

buildings 
• long-term negative emotions harming 

mental health and wellbeing
• serious concerns for people’s lives from the 

resultant financial stresses.
All participants in the study were very upset 

that building industry-related professions and 
the government could have approved flamma-
ble cladding at all. 

Frustration was compounded for owners on 
finding that their building warranty was mostly 
useless in this situation.

If you would like more information on this 
research, please contact us via our website, we-
livehere.net. We will bring you more details in 
the next edition of this column.

Campaign donations
As a not-for-profit organisation, donations 

from individuals and buildings keep our cam-
paigns going. Head to our website to register 
and to donate. 

Knife fights and Airbnb
Another wild fight in an Airbnb apartment in the CBD left 
a number of young people with stab wounds and residents 
fuming about the under-regulated short-stay industry.

STATE MP

Ellen Sandell
STATE MP FOR MELBOURNE

OFFICE@ELLENSANDELL.COM

SALVOS

Major Brendan Nottle
COMMANDING OFFICER 
OF THE SALVATION ARMY 
MELBOURNE - PROJECT 614

BRENDAN.NOTTLE@
SALVATIONARMY.ORG.AU

The time for waiting is over

It is fair to say that 
nothing in our work in 
the City of Melbourne is 
predictable. However, one 
recent day will stand out in 
my mind for some time to 
come.

It started with an orange ferret, standing 
upright on its hind legs at the top end of 
Bourke St. It was taking in the surrounds 
of Florentino’s, Pellegrini’s and Parliament 
House.  

Suddenly a man in a suit appeared and 
started talking to the ferret. But this was 
no ordinary man. It was a Minister of the 
Crown, followed by a former Premier.  As 
they stood, entranced by the ferret, two 
young schoolgirls joined them and began 
feeding the ferret.  Fortunately, the minister 
and his friends departed to a nearby cafe, but 
that didn’t dispel the end of the day’s unusual 
happenings. It was simply the beginning.

A young man suddenly appeared and was 

in great distress. He yelled that he couldn’t keep 
going and he lunged in front of a tram and then 
he jumped in front of two cars. Fortunately, we 
were able to push him back from harm’s way.

We were able to bring this man inside our 
building when he was suddenly jumped upon 
by another man who was dealing with schizo-
phrenia but had not taken his medication. 

At the same time, a third man arrived and 
state that he had been seriously assaulted by 
one of the men who were wrestling on the floor. 
He was also making suicidal threats.  Police 
quickly arrived, followed by paramedics.  All 
three men were sectioned and taken to hospital 
for treatment for serious and complex mental 
health issues.

Coincidentally, these three incidents un-
folded the very day after the landmark and 
historic report for the Royal Commission into 
Victoria’s mental health system was handed 
down to a joint sitting of Victorian Parliament 
at the Royal Exhibition Buildings. The findings 
of this report were shocking but not surpris-
ing. The 65 recommendations from the Royal 
Commission are vitally important to ensuring 
the most vulnerable in our community gain 
access to the support they so desperately need 
and deserve. 

But the unabated need for support is clear 
and present. As a community, we can no longer 
wait •

❝

❝

Inner city schools 
for inner city kids
We know what makes our inner city great; 
vibrant arts and culture, our intricate network 
of laneways lined with cafes and shops, our 
bustling streets and lovely parks laid out more 
than a century ago.

But with more people moving into our inner 
city, it doesn’t leave much room for new schools 
for inner city families who live here. So where 
can we build new public schools to educate 
inner-city kids?

I’ve been proud to lobby our state government 
for a new public primary school in Docklands, 
which just opened this year! It has already been 
a huge success, with over 230 children already 
enrolled. But more needs to be done to provide 
public schooling for our inner-city kids.

A new primary school for Docklands 
I recently visited the new Docklands Primary 

School to present the Australian, Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander flags at an all-school 
assembly full of bright young minds and two 
newly-elected school captains. 

This new vertical primary school is a great 
win that belongs to so many local parents 
who worked with my office on the “Inner City 
Schools 4 Inner City Kids” campaign back in 
2014 and 2015.

What about the future, and high schools?
New primary schools are fantastic, but our 

kids grow up so fast and before we know it 
they’ll be heading off to their first days of high 
school. And where will they go? University High 
School in Parkville and Princes Hill in Carlton 
North are both overflowing with students and 
their catchment areas are experiencing growing 
pains. 

The solution: build more!
Schools are central to community. Building 

new schools in our inner-city suburbs not only 
provides a world-class education for our kids 
but also binds our community together. 

With the Arden-Macauley precinct being 
developed in North Melbourne, we have an 
opportunity to build more public primary and 
high schools to help address this need. But we 
also need to look closely at how development 
is done in the CBD, and lobby the state govern-
ment to provide space for primary and high 
schools, not just more apartment towers.

If you’re a local parent living in the CBD and 
have questions about local public schools or 
ideas about the future of public education in 
Melbourne, I’d love to hear from you! 

Please don’t hesitate to get in touch by email-
ing office@ellensandell.com or calling us on 
9328 4637 •

 ▲ With Docklands Primary School principal Adam Bright.
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Office heroes chew 
the fat at Flagstaff

Pet’s Corner

❝

❝

of Collins Street
ClassTop

Follow us on twitter
@paramourescort
for FREE lingerie pics
everyday to your feed!

MUSIC

Chris Mineral

MINERALSANDS@HOTMAIL.COM

June Jones
 June Jones, a most unique 
Melbourne musical artist, 
launched her brilliant new vinyl 
record Leafcutter (Emotion 
Punk Records) upstairs at Rock 
Steady Records located on the 
first floor at Mitchell House, 
corner Lonsdale and Elizabeth 
streets.

Around Chinese New Year celebrations, driv-
ing into the Year Of The Ox, this launch was 
superb. Jones has a bit of Nina Simone in the 
strong sassy undercurrent of her vocal delivery. 
There’s the heart of Bessie Smith too. Big Art 
Music from previous album Diana was the 
benchmark for fans of June Jones’s music and 
she has delivered.

June Jones is a classy musician, a brilliant 
songwriter, a very creative wordsmith. Anyone 
who can put the Mariana Trench in a song 
deserves some credit. There’s beautiful poetic 
imagery in Leafcutter. Real warmth, playfulness 
and humanity to these songs.

The feel and frequency of the synths that are 
utilised in the song Home are reminiscent of 
the texture of synths the Human League have 
on their song The Black Hit of Space from their 
Travelogue album. Analogue synths that are 
bright, bold, confident, firm in the mix. 

The engineering and production on Leafcutter 
is done by Jones herself and it is sensational. 

There are moments where you can hear 
Vangelis in terms of beautiful majestic sus-
tained chords, moments of loping melodicism 
of Depeche Mode.

When she takes all the instruments away the 
voice is strong, present, front and centre – a very 
Aretha Franklin attitude. Therapy has a great 
baritone saxophone in the mix.

Like the 2019s vinyl album Diana there are 
nine tracks on Leafcutter. June Jones has deliv-
ered a strong, poetic and passionate collection 
of songs for Leafcutter. Scented candles count 
as medicine.

After performing a great set at the Forum 
Theatre on March 18 supporting Stella 
Donnelley, Jones will be appearing on Radio 
3RRR’s Out On The Patio radio show for a 
special Livestream performance of Leafcutter. 
Go to the RRR website for details. They will 
archive the show.

A.Swayze & The Ghosts debut album Paid 
Salvation landed on Planet Earth in September 
2020. What a time to launch your debut album 
– it is an absolute ripper of a debut. The great 
thing about this band is that they sound like a 
lot of sensational bands in your vinyl record 
collection. Tom Verlaine’s lyrical, angular attack 
and languid fluid guitar playing is there. 

Evil Eyes sounds like The Saints. A.Swayze 
& The Ghosts played it on the ABCTV 
show The Sound, recorded live from Albert 
Hall, Launceston, red strobe lights pulsing. 
Paid Salvations opening track It’s Not Alright 
sounds like a song from a Geelong band.

Connect To Consume is a very catchy and real 
punk rock song with attitude, as large as Chris 
Bailey. Swayze has an incredible, dynamic vocal 
delivery and stage presence.

Mess Of Me is sensational, it’s Graham Parker 
and The Rumour and Joe Jackson at one point. 

A. Swayze & The Ghosts have the chemistry 
and timing of a spacecraft on an elliptical or-
bit around Mars, sampling the atmosphere for 
methane, oxygen, carbon ...

This magnificent band will be playing The 
Corner Hotel on April 3 •

It’s not often you get a two-for-one dog 
deal at Flagstaff gardens! words by Spencer Fowler Steen

CBD News was lucky enough to meet a boisterous bulldog 
hell-bent on making studying almost impossible for his 
owner, and a Jack Russell who loves fraternising with city 
barristers.

Svenson Barristers director Anna Svenson brings her 
Jack Russell, Hank, to work once a week to spend a day 
in the office where he does his best to ensure no one gets 
anything done.

“People in the office love him, they love having a little 
canine visitor,” Ms Svenson said.

“He brings a bit of joy and happiness to everyone’s 
week, so he’s a lot of fun to have in there.”

Although he can be a little cheeky at times, Ms Svenson 
described Hank as bubbly, loyal and inquisitive with the 
“waggiest tale in the world”.

“I get a little bit of a reprieve because sometimes my 
staff or barristers like to take him for a walk,” she said.

Hank was busy socialising with another six-month old 
British bulldog, Winnie, while her owner Chris Webb was 
having a chat with CBD News.

He said it was one of Winnie’s first adventures out to 
the park because she had recently been sick with aspira-
tional pneumonia, a common condition for bulldogs.

“She’s just the biggest attention seeker,” Mr Webb said. 
“Whenever we walk anywhere, she shoots over to peo-

ple and lies down with her belly up. She’s super lovely, just 
really slobbery and friendly.”

Mr Webb said Winnie enjoyed basking in the sun most 
of the day on the balcony of his city apartment, where he 
spent a lot of time studying psychology remotely. 

But during his Zoom tutorials and lectures, Winnie 
sometimes likes to make things difficult.

“Studying from home with a puppy is horrendous, it’s 
almost impossible,” Mr Webb said.

“Anytime you do any sort of lecture online, she can 
hear me talking on Zoom at Melbourne Uni, she’s like ‘oh 
they’re talking to me and we’re doing things, perfect!’”

“However, everyone loves her and I get away with doing 
so little work because I just hold her up to the camera and 
say ‘look at this!’ I don’t know what we’re doing, but hey!’”

Visit Hank’s  Instagram page @hank.the.jack •
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HISTORY

Dr. Cheryl Griffin 
ROYAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF 
VICTORIA 

PRECINCTS

Little Flinders St East,  
looking east, corner of 
Swanston St, 1870s

Your City 
Precinct 

Looking at this photograph taken in the 1870s, 
it is hard to believe that the photographer was 
standing on the west side of Swanston St just 
opposite the St Paul’s Cathedral site. His camera 
is pointed up Flinders Lane and if he walked 
up the street far enough he would end up at the 
Treasury Gardens.

On the right, just out of view of the camera 
are the schools associated with St Paul’s, which 
was still St Paul the Apostle Church in the 
1870s. It was not until 1891, years after this 
photograph was taken, that St Paul’s (Anglican) 
Cathedral was consecrated.

Robert Owen, whose shop dominates this 
scene, was a tobacconist and greengrocer. He 
had the advantage of being located on a corner 
lot, and his shop is listed in the directories of 
the day under two addresses – 2 Swanston St 
and 51 Flinders Lane. The shop had probably 
been there for years, but Owen was the propri-
etor for most of the 1870s. He moved to nearby 
Little Collins St in the early 1880s where he died 
in 1882 aged 68. He had run the businesses with 
his wife Rebecca and they lived on the premises.

Situated towards the southern boundary of 
the Hoddle Grid (set out by surveyor Robert 
Hoddle in 1837 and denoting the central area of 
the city), Little Flinders Street housed factories, 
wholesalers, warehouses and businesses. Next 
door to Owen, for example, was William Pyle’s 
plumbing business and further up the street 
were importers’ warehouses, an iron merchant’s 
premises and a brass foundry. Such businesses 
were typical of Melbourne’s “little” streets. And 
Flinders Lane was an ideal location, given its 
proximity to Queens Wharf and Flinders Street 
Station.

Owen’s building is dwarfed by the nearby 
towering warehouse of McArthur, Sherrard 
and Copeland, importers and clothing manu-
facturers. Within a decade, trade in soft-goods 
dominated the street’s activities as more textile 
traders and manufacturers moved in. The east 
end of the street, in particular, became a thriv-
ing centre for the “rag trade” for the better part 
of a century. Not only were there cloth import-
ers but down every little lane you’d find tailors, 
dressmakers, sewing machine repairers and 
other textile workers, calling to mind one of my 
favourite childhood stories, Beatrix Potter’s The 
Tailor of Gloucester.

Robert Owen’s corner store, with its cor-
rugated tin roof, bricked-up windows and 
rather old-fashioned exterior would not look 
out of place sitting next to Charles Dickens’ 
Old Curiosity Shop. It’s a little wonky, looks as 
though it’s past its prime and is a reminder of 
earlier times. Its near neighbours, on the other 
hand, remind us of the wealth the gold rush 
brought to all of the colony, but especially to its 
business heart, Melbourne’s CBD.

Owen’s business catered not only to the 
workers who came and went from their places 
of work each day, but also to those who lived 
in nearby streets and lanes and who needed to 
provide food for themselves and their families. 
The sign “Tobacco and Cigars” dominating 
the front window may have beckoned to male 
passers-by but the window display is dominated 
by a sign for “Groceries” near shelves of goods 
in glass jars and on the right of the display is a 
bowl of eggs and a sign for butter, two import-
ant staples of any home. A list of money Robert 
Owen owed when he died in November 1882 

gives a further insight into the goods sold in 
his shops. Those waiting to be paid were bis-
cuit manufacturers Swallow and Ariel, makers 
of confectionery and flour merchants, cheese 
merchants, wine and spirits merchants, as well 
as a local baker and a paper bag maker. Like 
corner stores everywhere until well into the 
1970s, his was a one-stop shop. They were the 
convenience store of their day.

The shop is surrounded by much bigger 
concerns housed in much grander buildings. 
Its door opens onto one of the city’s busiest 
thoroughfares which is still not surfaced well 
enough to withstand the constant toing and 
froing of horse-drawn carriages and carts 
carrying heavy loads, as its churned-up state 
attests. There are street lamps a few doors up 
along Flinders Lane, a reminder of a time when 
a man was employed to light the gaslight every 
evening at nightfall and return much later to 
extinguish it.

This photograph is part of the extensive im-
ages collection of the Royal Historical Society 
dating from the earliest days of photography to 
recent times. An ever-growing number of these 
images can be viewed online through the Royal 
Historical Society of Victoria’s (RHSV’s) online 
catalogue. The RHSV has also published a cof-
fee table book, Remembering Melbourne 1850-
1960 and a more recent visual journey through 
the city’s past in Melbourne’s Twenty Decades. 
Both books are available for purchase through 
the Royal Historical Society’s Bookshop (histo-
ryvictoria.org.au/bookshop/) •

 

As Autumn begins to settle in, 
at City Precinct we are feeling 
positive about the beginning of 
a new cycle. As people start to 
return to the city, we are ready 
and waiting with open doors 
and full sanitiser pumps!

Browse our members online: 
cityprecinct.com.au 
or follow @cityprecinct 

❝

❝

words by Hayley Haynes  
EXECUTIVE OFFICER, CITY PRECINCT & CO-DIRECTOR, 
NO VACANCY

City Precinct is a small business collective 
that celebrates the unique places, products and 
services available in our great city. We support 
a wide variety of businesses and the people 
who run them; helping them grow and connect 
through networking events, educational work-
shops and marketing initiatives. 

Our members are found tucked away in 
Melbourne’s favourite laneways, upstairs in 
hidden studios, atop sunny rooftops and around 
that next corner. If you know you know – and 
we want you to know! 

In December as part of City of Melbourne’s 

Christmas Collective, we enjoyed introducing 
locals to some of our members via a series of 
free walking tours. Participants were provided 
with gift inspiration from businesses including 
Hearn’s Hobbies, Clementine’s, Mr Wares and 
Hoots Gifts. They were treated to lunch at 
Ginger Olive and provided with a gift bag full 
of goodies from other City Precinct members. 
These tours offered the perfect opportunity to 
discover independent businesses, meet the faces 
behind them and learn how they help form the 
soul of our city. 

Due to the success of these tours, we will be 
expanding on this series with further themed 
walks to showcase what’s so unique about 
Melbourne – vertical retail, hidden bars and 
eateries, fashion secrets, artsy experiences and 
more. You may think you know Melbourne, but 

there’s always something new to discover - and 
that’s why we love it. 

Some new businesses we were excited to 
discover over the last month and welcome as 
members include: Film Never Die, a community 
for shutterbugs; Il Papiro the stationery bou-
tique in Degraves St; French Fix, a favourite for 
authentic French baguettes and Cartel Coffee 
Roasters down Somerset Lane where we hosted 
our most recent members social. 

Further to this, we are currently producing a 
series of short videos that highlight the unique 
stories of our member businesses and the peo-
ple behind them. We can’t wait to share these 
with you and hope that they will inspire you to 
pop by these unique spaces and introduce your-
self - our members are eager to learn your name! 

In the coming months, we are also looking 

forward to working with a LinkedIn specialist 
and Digital StoryTellers to further equip our 
members with the tools and knowledge they 
need to maximise their online presence with a 
view to drive further foot traffic back into our 
beloved city!

If you are interested in learning more about 
City Precinct, please contact info@cityprecinct.
com.au •
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警方拒绝乞讨合法化

妇女公开说出受性虐待
中央商务区(CBD)于3月15日举行了一个本地的“声张正义”游行，成千上万的妇女聚集在 
Treasury 花园，然后在市中心周围的重要地点发起了较小规模的抗议活动。

市中心旅游代金券
中央商务区(CBD)的宾馆酒店和酒店业主希望州政府新的激励措施将有助于他们的企业注入急
需的现金。

居民受够了市区滑板
由于那些不守规矩的滑板者在唐人街

和女王剧院所造成明显的危险和噪音，愤怒
的中央商务区(CBD)居民正考虑打包搬到其
它地方住。

Cohen街的居民Forrister Jenot担心成
群的滑板者进行破坏，并利用女王剧院附近
的私人财产拍摄大胆的特技表演，当着驾车
者和行人的面跳到路上。

Jenot先生告诉本报，他曾多次报警并
试图让滑板者去其它地方。他出于无奈准备
终止在此居住的租约了。

他说：“这是一个安全问题，这些人在
人行道上下跳跃滑行，冲撞行人，我们只能
眼看着怀孕的母亲或社区里老年人被撞伤的
事故发生。”

“我和邻居谈论过此事，我们有四个人
都考虑因此搬到别的地方去住。”

最近，墨尔本市政重新封盖了唐人街
广场通常用于滑板的蓝色石头结构，以阻止
滑板者。

Jenot先生说滑板者以前曾剥掉过建筑
盖子。他声称唐人街广场已重新成了一个“
青少年犯罪区域”，这意味着警察现在可以
更快地应对该区域的报警。

但是，墨尔本市政的滑板计划（于
2017年推出，部分是为了回应该市日益增
长的享誉世界的滑板胜地的声誉）正寻求在
全市范围内增加对滑板场所的提供、指定
和整合。

该计划指出：“共享空间为街头溜冰者
和滑板者提供了便利，在社会上更具包容
性，而传统的滑冰滑板设施通常使用专门设
计的围栏。”

为了减少在这些共享空间中的冲突，市
政表示，选址标准将用于对溜冰滑板者和非
溜冰滑板者进行合适的溜冰滑板空间教育，
其战略性设计有助于安全性管理。

该计划的其他策略还包括指示何时允许
在多用途空间进行溜冰滑板的标志，以及鼓
励那些负责任的溜冰滑板者。

但是Jenot先生受够了溜冰滑板者在他
公寓周围所制造的噪音、涂鸦、撒尿和喝
酒吸毒。

维州警方一直反对法律服务组
织要求乞讨合法化的呼吁，并
警告说，没有相应的法律，将
无法监管在中央商务区(CBD)
中的“职业乞丐”。

David Schout

根据最近公布对维州无家可归者问
题的议会调查报告，法律团体认为，乞讨
罪名将使弱势群体不必要地卷入了司法系
统。

在提交一份广泛调查的报告中，法律
服务组织(Justice Connect )认为，将乞讨
定为犯罪“是对处于极度困苦的弱势群体的
惩罚”。

该报告中写道：“研究表明，乞讨、无
家可归、不良健康和对物质的依赖是如何
交叉发生的。”

“一个强有力的结论是，这种乞讨是与
社会和经济贫困有关，与犯罪无关。

另一个“墨尔本内城区法律服务组织”
表示，对这种仅在维州范围内的乞讨行为
诉诸法律“是无效的也是无法达到任何公共
利益目的”。

维多利亚州警察局助理局长Timothy 
Hansen回应表示，如果废除这一罪行，那
2019年媒体报道出现的有组织或“职业乞
讨”就无法得到充分监管。

他说:“在讨论《即决罪法》中某些因素
在某个时间点的合法化上，职业乞讨确实
带来了一些模糊。”

“这是警方非常关注的问题。需要大量
的时间和资源来调查，而且这种乞讨确实
对CBD的舒适性产生了负面影响，绝对值
得我们的关注。”

2019年7月，维多利亚警方在CBD逮捕
了7人涉嫌专业博彩团伙的成员。

警方当时表示，该团伙成员持旅游签
证乘飞机入境，在繁忙的城市地区假扮成
露宿者乞讨。

在9月9日维州无家可归问题调查的听
证会上，助理局长Hansen指出，这个问题“

经常”出现，警方很难处理。
他说，维多利亚警方意识到了要求乞讨

合法化的呼声，但总的来说，这将使我们的
执法过于困难。

他说:“以前有过一份与我们分享的文
件，讨论乞讨合法化或被动乞讨合法化的

问题。”
“对我们来说，试图区分(职业乞讨和被

动乞讨)将会非常困难，我认为最终可能得
到一个不想得到的后果，那就是对其中任何
一种乞讨都无法进行执法监管。”

Rhonda Dredge

由举报活动人士和社区联盟领导的一群年
轻妇女在 Collins街自由党总部外面抗议。

当她们一个接一个地站起来讲述她们受性
虐待的故事时，眼泪都掉了下来。

一个年轻女子说，她在15岁时被她的男朋
友强奸，她当时报了警，但目击者拒绝作证。
另一个女孩在酒吧遭到殴打并被迫受冷冻，但
这又被视为愿意的。

在每一个事例说出后，人群都高呼“我们
相信你”。

组织者鼓励这些妇女大声说出来，尽管她
们对这种经历感到难过。

活动人士Marian Costello向参与示威的
人群说:“我们将会一直让每个想发言的人都说
完。”

她将这次抗议活动与120年前的那次进行
了比较，当时的“女权主义者占领了Collins街，
打碎了沿途的每一扇窗户。”

在Brittany Higgins说出她于2019年在联邦
议会大厦被强奸之后，引起了全国各地的妇女
对这些事例的愤怒。

一群抗议者举着标语牌向Collins街进发，
要求解雇联邦总检察长Christian Porter。

来自CBD律师事务所的两名律师参加了这
次在Treasury花园举行的集会，并表示这是他
们第一次参加这样的抗议集会。

David Schout

作为“墨尔本旅游券计划”的一部分，3
月份仅4分钟就抢光了约4万张200澳元的代
金券。在经历了艰难的12个月后，政府希望
该计划能给这座城市一个有力的经济刺激。

经过两轮边远郊区的旅游劵激励后，最
新的旅游代金券首次集中在大墨尔本市区，
预计将在CBD及周边地区大量使用。

这次优惠券的有效期为3月19日至5月
16日，如果用户在住宿、景点或体验上花
费$400或更多，并且必须在付费的住宿中

至少住宿两晚，则优惠券的价值$200将得
到报销。

在Flinders Lane上独特的屋顶旅行车
Notel的运营商James Fry表示，这项针对墨
尔本市的激励计划太需要了，这也将有助于
他的生意。

他说：“我们非常看好这个旅游代金券
计划，尤其是在郊区激励措施奏效的情况
下。”

“任何能给这座城市带来人气的东西，
不仅会受到我们的欢迎，也会受到每一个在
2020年艰辛度日的小企业的欢迎。这项计

划应该对我们有很大帮助，尤其是在周一至
周五，我相信这个城市的所有住宿提供商都
可以参与。”

Fry先生说，他的生意（游客可住在
CBD的六辆经过改装的老式美国旅行车车顶
上）在经历了漫长的萧条时期后开始反弹。

“最近，一切都很好，但是2月份五天
的封锁是一个巨大的打击，不得不取消满满
的五天预订。一个小企业只能承受这么多，
我们为在2021年还不能重新开门营业的企
业感到心碎。”
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Accounting

PH 9603 0066
www.rubiixbusinessaccountants.com.au

Maximising your profits by 
minimising your tax

 
Childcare

Sentia is an integrated childcare and 
kindergarten space located in the heart 
of Melbourne’s CBD. Our beautiful 
space has been lovingly designed and 
crafted to inspire children, build their 
confidence and support their first steps 
toward a lifelong love of learning.

From our spacious rooftop playground 
with spectacular views over the Yarra 
River to our gentle, compassionate 
staff, we are proud to foster a unique 
culture of care and learning.

As a single, privately owned service, 
it is our very own Sentia families who 
have the greatest influence on our 
culture and values. We form a strong 
partnership between our families and 
educators that assists us to create a 
flexible, values-based model.

We look forward to welcoming you and 
your family to our caring community.

Book a tour now at sentia.vic.edu.au

Sentia 
Early Learning

Find us on Facebook: @sentiaearlylearning 
Follow us on Instagram: @sentiaearlylearning 
Find us on Linkedin: Sentia Early Learning

Address: Level 5, 450 Flinders Street, Melbourne 3000
Phone: 03 9629 9860 
Email: director-riverside @sentia.vic.edu.au

CONTACT US FIND US
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Escorts

Family Law

Tel: 9614 5122    Fax: 9614 2964
www.pearcewebster.com.au

Pearce  
Webster  
Dugdales 
Working with 
individuals,  
families & business.

Gifts 

Clementine’s, for your locally made gifts,  
homewares, accessories and fine food

7 Degraves St, Melbourne  |  639 2681  |  info@clementines.com.au

Made & Crafted in Victoria
CLEMENTINE’S

Made & Crafted in Victoria
CLEMENTINE’SCLEMENTINE’S

Owners’ Corporation

Experience the di�erence.
1300 553 613     theknight.com.au

Plumber

RESIDENTIAL-COMMERCIAL-OWNERS CORP

0448 140 517
platformplumbing.com.au

WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED 24/7

Precinct
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www.chinatownmelbourne.com.au 
E: cpamel@bigpond.net.au;  T: 0418 589 778 

Supported By: 
 

            

 

 

 
 

 
 

Chinatown Precinct Association presents 

22002200  CChhiinnaattoowwnn  MMeellbboouurrnnee    

MMIIDD--AAUUTTUUMMNN  FFEESSTTIIVVAALL  

chinatownmelbourne.com.au
e: cpamel@bigpond.net.au

Real Estate

... Me l b o u r n e ’s Fi n e s t donazzanboutiqueproperty.com.au

Donazzan Boutique 
Property 

Melbourne’s Premiere 
residential agency 

continues to appoint 
only the very best in the 

industry.

As Melbourne’s only truly bespoke and boutique firm, 
we are proud to introduce our highly respected team.  
Each an individual, with decades of experience, who 

understand and value honesty, integrity and hard 
work in all they do for their clients.

Contact our team

Donazzan Boutique Property, Licensed Estate Agents, Licensed Member REIV,  Property Sales and Property Management.

Gina Donazzan 0412 430 326
James Edmundson 0411 456 770

Will Caldwell 0419 010 270
Suzie Inglis 0416 671 572
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Selling & Leasing 
the best homes  
in the CBD.

846 Bourke St,  
Docklands
9251 9000

southbankplace.com.ausouthbankplace.com.au

southbankplace.com.au
southbankplace.com.au

southbankplace.com.au

southbankplace.com.ausouthbankplace.com.au

southbankplace.com.au

melbournegrand.com.au
 

Shopping

For the best fresh produce, gourmet food 
and specialty shopping,

you can’t beat Queen Vic Market.

Open Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 
Saturday & Sunday

with plenty of a�ordable parking.
qvm.com.au

Talk to Jack Hayes 
t 0401 031 236 
e jack@hyperlocalnews.com.au 
about how to customise your campaign to our audience 
every month.

What’s on: April 2021
THIRD TUESDAY OF MONTH @ 10AM 

EastEnders meet-ups

Representing residents living in the 
CBD’s eastern quadrant, EastEnders hold 
monthly meetings covering locals issues 
via Zoom. Coffee meetings will return in 
March subject to COVID restrictions.

TUESDAYS VIA ZOOM @ 7.40AM

Rotary Club of Central Melbourne

Due to the necessity to remain out of 
public spaces where possible, Rotary 
continues its Zoom breakfast meetings 
until a decision is made to return to face-
to-face meetings.

rotaryclubcentralmelbourne.org.au

UNTIL MAY 16, 10AM - 6PM

Bending The Bars Exhibition

Commemorates the 40th anniversary of 
the decriminalisation of homosexuality in 
Victoria. The exhibition shares the stories 
and processes that led to the passing of a 
historic law reform. 

oldmelbournegaol.com.au 

10.30AM-2PM WEDNESDAY & 
FRIDAY 10AM-3PM SUNDAY,  
326 LONSDALE ST

Meet up with friends

Instant coffee or tea with a biscuit for 
$2.00. Meet up with friends or enjoy 
meeting others at St Francis Pastoral 
Centre (entry next to the book shop in the 
church yard).  9663 2495

MELBOURNE DESIGN WEEK - 
MARCH 26 TO APRIL 1

“Design the world you want”

Over 11 days emerging and established 
designers address the theme in an array of 
talks, tours, workshops, exhibitions and 
launches across Melbourne.

designweek.melbourne/program/

SATURDAYS  MARCH 27, 7PM - 9PM

Jazz Under The stars!

The Daryl McKenzie Jazz Orchestra 
will bring together Melbourne’s most 
exceptional instrumentalists for a special 
free concert on the main stage with vocals 
by the incomparable Nina Ferr.

fedsquare.com/events/jazz-under-the-stars

LANEWAY LEARNING

Cheap, fun classes in anything and 
everything. Weekday evenings in cafes, 
bars and other spaces around Melbourne. 
Classes usually have about 20 people to 
keep it friendly.

melbourne.lanewaylearning.com

SATURDAYS @ DEGRAVES ST

Degraves St traders hit the street!

Businesses operating along the CBD’s 
iconic Degraves St bring their products 
out from their shops to the street. The 
event runs all day - weather permitting. 

For more information contact Melanie: 
info@clementines.com.au

TRIVIA NIGHT - APRIL 8

The Kelvin Club - 14-30 Melbourne Pl

You are invited to the first Residents 
3000 forum for the year 2021 - a Trivia 
Night! Registrations and pre-drinks 
start at 6.00pm and our trivia teams will 
commence questions at 6.30pm. For more 
information visit:

residents3000.com.au
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Donazzan 
Boutique Property 

Luana and John are a well-known couple in the CBD. 
In recent years, John was President of Residents 3000 
and President of The Kelvin Club and is now heading 
CBD Facility Management; a company that manages 
several of the unique residential buildings in the CBD 

that Gina specialises in. 
Gina’s 15-year friendship with Luana and John has 

given her the pleasure of handling a number of sales, 
acquisitions and rentals for them.

Donazzan Boutique Property, Licensed Estate Agents, Licensed Member REIV,  Property Sales and Property Management.

Gina Donazzan 0412 430 326

 
“We regularly call on Donazzan Boutique Property to 
manage our property portfolio as we continue to be 
impressed by the distinct professional and personal 
difference Boutique consistently brings to the table.” �

- Luana

Gina Donazzan supporting local business, 
enjoying a leisurely business lunch at  

Bistrot d’Orsay - 184 Collins Street, Melbourne 
with long-term friends and clients John & 

Luana Dall’Amico.

Find out why more Vendors and Landlords 

are making the move to Boutique.


